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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, THOMAST. PORTER, aciti-

zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,:

5 have invented a newand useful Improvement
in Seals, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates particularly to seals

for money-bags and the like; and my primary

10 objeet is to provide a seal of this character

which is inexpensive in construction, easy of

application, and thoroughly effective in use.

A modification of the present invention is

shown and specifically claimed in my pend-

15 ingapplieation,Serial No. 72,097, filed August
15,1902,

My invention is illustrated in its preferred
émbodiment in the accompanying drawings,
in which— ’

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
a bag sealed with my improved seal; Fig. 2,
a plan section taken as indicated at line 2 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a perspective view of the seal
in condition for application to a bag; and Fig.
25 4, a transverse section through the soft-metal

20

sealing-block, taken as indicated at line 4 of

Fig. 1.
A represents a bag, and B a seal therefor,
The seal comprises, preferably, aleaden block
30 a, a looped cord or flexible tie-loop b, and a
sharpened stud or pin ¢, projecting from thast
edge of the block which is adjacent to the tie-

loop. Preferably the block is provided at.

each side of the stud ¢ with two perforations

35 d d’ and f f', respectively parallel with said
stud and receiving said eord, the cord having

its ends threaded through the outer two re-

. taining-perforations d ffrom that edge of the
block which is opposite the edge provided
40 with said stud, then curved toward each
cther and threaded back through the inner

or guide perforations d' f' in a manner to
form a two-member loop with the stud ¢ pro-
jecting into said loop, and then knotted to
45 prevent accidental withdrawal. TFrom Fig.
5 1t will be understood that the members &’

b? of the loop may be made of the same size,

so that they will be drawn upon evenly dur-
ing the operation of sealing the bag. More-

50 over, the feature of having the two members
of theloopsymmetrically arranged overcomes

all tendeney for the block to turn during the

operation of drawing down or reducing the
size of the loop while sealing the bag. Fur-
thermore, thisfeature prevents the possibility ss
of the cord being removed from the sealing-
block by cutting the block and then returned

to its place without it being readily notice-
able that the seal has been tampered with.

The method of applying the seal is to fold 6o
or pucker the upper end of the bag in the
usual manner, pass the tie-loop of the seal
over the upper portion of the bag, draw the

loop tight by means of any suitable instru-

ment, thereby causing the point ¢ to pierce 65
the bag, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and then
crush or indent the leaden block in such a
manner as to prevent loosening of the cord.
The funetion of the point ¢ is to prevent the
upper portion of the bag from being pulled 7o
out or withdrawn from the loop, as readily
will be understood.

Any suitable device for tightening the cord
and sealing instrument for making an im-
pression on the leaden block may be em- 75
ployed; but I prefer to employ a sealing in-
strument eéquipped with a tightening device,
sach as is deseribed in the application of
Harry W. Abbott, No. 72,644, filed August
20, 1901,

The sealing-block is preferably pressed or

8o

‘indented with transverse lines g, which cross

the cord-receiving perforations and flatten
the same, thereby crowding the metal down
upon the cords, so as to effectually prevent 8g
withdrawal of the same. ‘

Kach seal is preferably equipped at the
loop of its cord with atag b, asshown in Fig.
3, upon which the destination, contents, and
other necessary matter is printed. In apply- go
ing the seal the tag alsois secured to the bag,
therebysavingan independent operation. It
will be seen that in the operation of sealing
the  bag knotting or tying of the cord is
avoided. As indicated, the projecting ends g5
of the cord are cut off .after the sealing op-
eration.
. Changes in details within the spirit of my
invention may be made. Hence no undue
limitation is to be understood from the fore- 1co
going detailed description.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— '

1. A seal of the character described com-
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prising a soft-metal sealing-block provided
with four parallel perforations, two of said
perforations being retaining-perforations and
two being guide-perforations,and an attached
tie-loop having two members, each member
being secured at one portion in one of said
retaining-perforationsand passing atanother
portion through one of said guide-perfora-
tions.

2. A seal of the character described, com-
prising a sealing-block provided with two
outer substantially parallel retaining-perfo-
rations and twoinner guide-perforationssub-
stantially parallel with said first-named per-
forations, and a two-member tie-loop formed
by threading the ends of a flexible cord
through said outer perforations inacommon
direction and then returning said cords
through said guide-perforations.

3. A seal of the character described, com-
prising a soft-metal sealing-block, a loop of

reducible size connected therewith, and a-
sharp bag-piercing point carried by one of
said members.

4. A seal of the character deseribed, com-
prising a soft-metal sealing-block equipped
with a projecting sharp bag-piercing point,
and a loop of reducible size connected with
said block and operating to oppose said

point.

5. A seal of the character described, com-
prising a readily-crushed sealing-block hav-
ing substantially parallel perforations, a stud
projecting from said block between the planes
of said perforations, and a flexible tie-piece,
connected with said block at one perforation
and extending through the other perforation
and affording a loop receiving said stud.

THOMAS I. PORTER.

In presence of—

ALBERT D. Bacca,
M. 8. MACKENZIE.
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