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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES URICH, of
Paterson, in the county of Passaic and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Blind-Slat Rods, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
rods for operating the slats of window-blinds;
and the objects I have in view are, first; to

1o provide a rod-that shall be simple in counstrue-
tion and manner of attachment to the slats;
second, to provide a rod that shall be durable
and economical in its manufacture; third, to
provide a rod that shall lie as flat as possible

15 against the edges of the slats and not project
as far beyond the slats as do the rods now in
use. These objeets I attain by the use of the
devicesherein described, and shown in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1isaside view of several blind-slats
with my improved rod attached, having a por-
tion of the outside strip broken away to show
the rod when made of but a single strip, as
hereinafter explained. TFig. 2 is a front ele-
25 vationof the device shownin Fig. 1. Figs.3

and 4 are end views of my improved slat-rod,
with the connecting wire or staple C, showing
the outside strip cylindrical and flat, respect-
ively. Tig. 5is a side view of a modification

30 of my improved slat-rod made of a single
piece, showing also the staples C. Fig. 61s
an end view of the device shown in Fig. b.
Fig. 7is asideview of another modification of
my improved slat-rod. Fig. 8 isa plan of the

35 deviee shown in Fig. 7.

J is thestylein which are secured the blind-
slats . A isthe operating-rod secured to the
slats by the wires or staples C. A and K are
the two parts of which the operating-rod may

40 be composed, as hereinafer deseribed.

My improved rod is made of a strip of metal
or other suitable material, in which are made
indentations at suitable intervals, as shown at
Bin Figs. 1 and 2. The rod is secured to the

43 slats by means of the wires or staples ,which
fit into the indentations B, as shown in Figs.
1and 2. The depressions B should be of suf-
ficient depth and thestaples Cshould be driven
into the slats sufficiently far to admit of the

50 easy working of the device, and at the same
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time retain the staples within the indenta-
tions B and prevent the rod from slipping or
sliding under the staples. To guard against
the possibility of theslipping of the rod, how-
ever, a strip of wetal, B, or other suitable ma- 55
terial may be soldered or ofherwise secured to
the face of the rod after the latter has been at-
tached to the slats by the staples C, as shown

in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4. This will render it
impossible for the rod to slip. Instead of the 6o
strip E being separate from the strip A, the
latter may be of sufficient length to permit of
its being doubled back upon itself, when the
two parts can besoldered or otherwise secured
together. This will render it impossible for 63
the wires or staples Cto get ouf.of the depres-
sions B. '

Tt will be observed thatin the use of my im-
proved rod only one staple or wire s neces-
sary to secure the rod to the slats, requiring 70
but one operation to effect the union, whereas
with the rods commonly in use two interloek-
ing staples are employed.

1tis obviouns that many modifications of my
invention may be made, some of which are y¢
shown in the drawings; but I do not claim all
these now, as they will form the subjects of
future applications.

A prominent feature of my improved rod is
that it can be used to great advantage in con- 8o
nection with sliding window-blinds. Theslat-
rods now commonly in use projeect so far be-
yond the edges of the slats that it is impossi-
ble to have each of thesliding blinds provided
with movable slats without oceupying a great 83
deal of space for the frames of the blinds, in
order that the blinds may slide past one an-
other. Consequently it is customary, in slid-
ing blinds, to make the slats of only the inner-
most blind movable,while the slats of the other go
blinds arefixed and immovable; but by the use
of my improved rod the slats of all the blinds
can be made movable, and yet the space ocen-
pied by the blinds will be no more than if
would be were the slats fixed and immovable, g3
for while my improved rod isstrong and dara-
ble it is of comparatively little thickness, and
lies close to the edges of the slats.

I am aware that prior to my invention rods
to operate the slats of a blind had been made 100
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‘having in view the economizing of space; but

such rods differ from my improved rod in con-
struction and manner of attachment to the
slats. TFor example, the rodshown in Letters
Patent of the United States No. 336,944 is
provided with eyelets, and necessarily has a
breadth very much greater than the thickness
of my rod. Were the rod described in said
Letters Patent attached to the slats in thesame
manner that my improved rod is to be at-
tached, it would project so far beyond the
edges of the slats that little would be gained
in economizing space; hence it is necessary
to cut a groove in the edge of each slat, into
which bhe rodfits. On bhe other hand, owing
to the thinness of my improved rod, ib is not
necessary to cut away any portion of the slats.
Also, the manner of attaching my rod to the
slats is very simple. The under piece, A, is
placed against the edges of the slats in its
proper position, and is very readily secured
to the slats by driving the staples over the in-
dentations B. The outside piece, E, is then
fastened to theface of A inany convenient man-
ner to prevent any possible slipping of the rod,
as above described. If desired, the upper

strip, E, may be as thin as or thinner than the
lower strip, A, thus adding practically noth-
ing to the thickness of the rod.

My improved rod may be made of only the 30
one strip A, omitting the upper strip, L, as
shown in the broken-away portions of Figs. 1.
and 2; bub I do not now claim this latter form,
as above stated, as it will form the subject of
a future application. 35

‘What I claim asnew, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The herein-deseribed blind-slat rod, consist-
ing of the two pieces A and E, theplece E be-
ing placed uponthe upper surface of the piece 40
A, as shown, and the under piece, A, being
provided with the indentations B, which en-
gage the wires or staples C, by means of which
the rod is attached to the slats, the two pieces
A and E being secured together substantially 45
in the manner deseribed, aJnd for the purposes
set forth.

CHAS. URICH.

In presence of— .
JOHN MACDONALD,
FRANK VAN CLEVE.




