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To all, whon, it inctly concé.77: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS W. KIRBY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chico, 
in the county of Wise and State of Texas, 

5 have invented a new and useful Wire 
Stretcher, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

wire-stretchers. 
Io The object of the present invention is to 

provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient 
device capable of enabling the wires of a 
fence after the latter has been erected or 
during the construction thereof to be readily 

I5 tightened to the desired tension without ne 
cessitating the removal of staples or other 
devices for fastening the fence-wires to the 
posts. 
The invention consists in the construction 

2O and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claim hereto appended. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

25 view of a wire-stretcher constructed in ac 
cordance with this invention and shown ap 
plied in operative position on a portion of a 
fence. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 
Wire-stretcher detached. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in both the figures of the 
drawings. 

1 designates a wire-stretcher consisting of 
a lever designed to be fulcrumed on a fence 

35 wire 2, as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the accom 
panying drawings, and to be connected to 
one end of a wire-tie 3, which extends around 
a fence-post 4 and has its other end twisted 
around and thereby secured to a fence-wire. 

4o The twisted portion 5 of the wire-tie is ar 
ranged at one side of the fence-post, and the 
lever is adapted to twist the other end of the 
tie at the other side of the post to draw the 
fence-wire backward at each side of the post 

45 to obtain the desired tension, as will be read 
ily understood, 
The lower end of the leverisprovided with 

a substantially-L-shaped bearing-slot 6, hav 
ing a transverse entrance branch and a lon 

gitudinal branch extending upward from the 5o 
inner end of the entrance branch and adapted 
to receive a fence-wire and enable the lever 
to be rotated thereon to twist the tie. The 
tie is detachably secured to the lever, so that 
the latter may be readily disconnected from 55 
it after the twisting operation has been com 
pleted, and the lever is provided at a point 
between its bearing-slot and its opposite end 
with a pair of perforations 7, through which 
the wire is passed, as clearly shown in Fig. 1. 
The wire is first passed through the perfora 
tion adjacent to the bearing-slot and is then 
extended along the lever to the other perfo 
ration and passed through the same. After 
the operation of twisting is completed the 65 
wire may be readily removed from the lever 
to permit the latter to operate on another 
fence-wire. 

It will be seen... that the wire-stretcher is 
capable of rapidly securing the ties to the 7o 
fence-wires and of readily stretching the lat 
ter to the desired tension, and the wire-ties 
may be employed when the fence is con 
structed for securing the fence-wires to the 
posts, or the fence-wires may be attached to 75 
the posts by any other Suitable means, and 
the ties may be employed for obtaining the 
desired tension of the fence-wires. 
What I claim is 
A wire stretching and tying device com- 8o 

prising a straight lever provided at one end 
With a substantially L-shaped bearing-slot 
adapted to receive a fence-wire and enable 
the lever to be fulcrumed thereon, said lever 
being provided adjacent to the inner end of 85 
the bearing-slot with a pair of perforations 
adapted to have a Wire laced through them 
and thereby secured to the lever, whereby 
when the latter is rotated around a fence 
wire, the tie Will be twisted thereon, substan- 9o 
tially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS W. KIRBY, 
Witnesses: 

W. B. GRAY, 
J. T. BUCKALOO. 

  


