
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

85
2 

36
5

A
1

��&�����������
(11) EP 1 852 365 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
07.11.2007 Bulletin 2007/45

(21) Application number: 06425250.5

(22) Date of filing: 10.04.2006

(51) Int Cl.: �
B65D 83/14 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA HR MK YU

(71) Applicant: Lombardi, Alessandro
20089 Rozzano MI (IT)�

(72) Inventor: Lombardi, Alessandro
20089 Rozzano MI (IT)�

(74) Representative: Alagem Modiano, Lara S. et al
c/o Modiano & Associati S.r.l. 
Via Meravigli 16
20123 Milano (IT) �

(54) Aerosol canister for paints and the like, with color identification means

(57) An aerosol canister (1) for paints and the like,
with color identification means, comprising a canister
body (2) for containing paint and the like; the canister (1)
further comprises, on at least one surface portion of the
canister body, a region (10) printed with a color that
matches the paint contained in the canister body (2).



EP 1 852 365 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

�[0001] The present invention relates to an aerosol can-
ister for paints and the like, with color identification
means.
�[0002] As is known, with aerosol canisters used for
paints and the like it is necessary to identify externally
the color of the paint contained therein.
�[0003] One system that is currently used is to apply to
the canister a cap which acts as a color reference, so
that the color of the cap matches the contained paint.
�[0004] This solution suffers the drawback of having to
store a large number of caps of the various colors, and
further suffers the drawback that once the cap has been
removed from the canister, the user does not have an
immediate perception of the color of the paint contained
in the canister, and this is particularly inconvenient in the
case of canisters of colors used by artists and the like,
who need to have various colors immediately available
and most of all must be able to easily and rapidly identify
the various colors.
�[0005] In order to try to obviate this problem, solutions
have already been provided which use a plastic collar
applied in an upward region of the canister, generally in
the region that surrounds the dispensing valve, thus al-
lowing to have a color indication that remains connected
to the canister even when the cap is removed.
�[0006] However, this form of solution suffers the se-
vere drawback of providing an additional element, with
the costs linked also to all the operations needed to apply
the identification collar.
�[0007] The aim of the invention is to eliminate the draw-
backs cited above by providing an aerosol canister for
paints and the like, with color identification means, which
allows to provide a color indication that remains closely
tied to the canister without having to resort to the use of
additional elements.
�[0008] Within this aim, an object of the invention is to
provide an aerosol canister that allows to display the can-
ister, at the point of sale, both vertically and horizontally,
always providing immediate color recognition.
�[0009] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an aerosol canister for paints and the like that allows
to reduce costs significantly, further avoiding the need to
store caps or collars prepared in the various colors.
�[0010] Still another object of the present invention is
to provide an aerosol canister which, thanks to its partic-
ular constructive features, is capable of giving the great-
est assurances of reliability and safety in use.
�[0011] This aim and these and other objects are
achieved by an aerosol canister for paints and the like,
with color identification means, comprising a canister
body for containing paint and the like, characterized in
that it comprises, on at least one surface portion of said
canister body, a region printed with a color that matches
said paint and the like contained in said canister body.
�[0012] Further characteristics and advantages of the
invention will become better apparent from the descrip-

tion of a preferred but not exclusive embodiment of an
aerosol canister for paints and the like, with color identi-
fication means, illustrated by way of non-�limiting example
in the accompanying figures, wherein:�

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the canister accord-
ing to the invention;
Figure 2 is a view of the initial step for preparing the
application of the identification color;
Figure 3 is a view of the printing step;
Figure 4 is a view of a detail of the canister after
printing;
Figure 5 is a schematic front view of the printing ap-
paratus;
Figure 6 is a schematic side view of the printing ap-
paratus, illustrating the sequence of operating steps.

�[0013] With reference to the figures, the aerosol can-
ister for paints and the like with color identification means
according to the invention, generally designated by the
reference numeral 1, comprises a canister body of a per
se known type, which is closed by the typical dispensing
valve designated by the reference numeral 3.
�[0014] The particular characteristic of the invention
consists in that a printed region 10 is provided on a sur-
face portion of the canister body 2 and specifically in the
region known as dome, i.e., in the upper region that sur-
rounds the dispensing valve 3; said printed region is pro-
vided in the same color as the paint contained in the
canister body.
�[0015] The printed region is provided by tampographic
printing, which schematically entails the operating steps
of preparing a printing body 20 made of elastically flexible
material, which can be inserted in a color transfer plate
21 and subsequently can be applied to the canister 2 so
as to transfer the color onto the dome of the canister.
�[0016] Advantageously, it is also possible to provide
lettering, generally designated by the reference numeral
11, in the annular portion that constitutes the region print-
ed with the color that matches the paint; this lettering 11
is constituted advantageously by regions where the color
is not present.
�[0017] In the operating sequence, the printing element
20 is positioned at the plate 21, and once the color has
been transferred thereon, it applies the color to the can-
ister, as shown schematically in the operating sequence
of Figures 2 to 4.
�[0018] With the solution described above, one has the
great advantage of being able to eliminate the cap that
acts as color reference, and the cap can be replaced by
a simple valve covering cap, which due to its limited
weight and dimensions certainly has a lower cost inci-
dence than the caps used traditionally, also simplifying
the storage of caps of different colors encountered in-
stead with the solutions of the background art.
�[0019] Imprinting the color directly on the dome-
shaped portion of the canister allows to distinguish im-
mediately the color of the paint contained in the canister,
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regardless of any cap removed during use, thus achiev-
ing a great advantage for the user, especially if a plurality
of canisters of different colors are used, as occurs typi-
cally in the particular field dedicated to artists, where it
becomes essential to be able to distinguish immediately
the color contained in the canister.
�[0020] The presence of the colored annular ring ob-
tained directly by printing on the dome of the canister
allows to display the canister both vertically and horizon-
tally, providing immediate recognition of the color of the
contained paint without the aid of the traditional colored
cap, using instead as product protection a simple valve
covering cap or a traditional transparent cap that covers
the entire end of the canister and consequently also the
region affected by the color band.
�[0021] The provision of the region printed with a color
that matches the paint allows to provide lettering at the
same time, thus allowing to highlight the name of the
product or the marketing company, with an aesthetic re-
sult at the marketing level that is highly attractive and
extremely distinctive.
�[0022] Moreover, a significant aspect consists in that
the provision of the region printed with the color uses an
extremely small quantity of paint and consequently has
a particularly low cost incidence.
�[0023] The invention thus conceived is susceptible of
numerous modifications and variations, all of which are
within the scope of the inventive concept.
�[0024] All the details may further be replaced with other
technically equivalent elements.
�[0025] In practice, the materials used, as well as the
contingent shapes and dimensions, may be any accord-
ing to requirements.
�[0026] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
signs have been included for the sole purpose of increas-
ing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly such
reference signs do not have any limiting effect on the
interpretation of each element identified by way of exam-
ple by such reference signs.

Claims

1. An aerosol canister for paints and the like, with color
identification means, comprising a canister body for
containing paint and the like, characterized in that
it comprises, on at least one surface portion of said
canister body, a region printed with a color that
matches said paint and the like contained in said
canister body.

2. The aerosol canister according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that said printed region is formed at the
dome of the canister.

3. The aerosol canister according to the preceding
claims, characterized in that said printed region is

substantially annular.

4. The aerosol canister according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized in that said printed
region is formed by tampography.

5. The aerosol canister according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized in that it compris-
es lettering and the like on said printed region.

6. The aerosol canister according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized in that said letter-
ing and the like are constituted by regions without
color in said printed region.

7. A method for providing color identification means on
aerosol canisters and the like, characterized in that
it comprises the steps of providing a plate for trans-
ferring a color onto a printing body made of elastically
flexible material, positioning said printing body in
said plate, and subsequently positioning said print-
ing body on a canister to transfer the print onto said
canister.
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