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This invention relates to a foldable rocking chair.

The primary object of the invention is to provide a
skeleton frame for a coliapsible rocking chair which
forms the support for a canvas or cushion seat com-
fortable when the frame is extended and which can
be easily collapsed so as to be light and readily port-
able and which requires a very small storage place.

The novel features of the invention include a pair
of skeleton frames, one frame being movable within

the other frame; link members to connect the leg poi-

tions and the upper portions so pivoted to the respec-
tive frame members as to allow the relative rocking of
the frame elements; a seat and backrest in one picce
either as a plain canvas or suitably padded; and means
for rendering the single piece seat and backrest readily
detachable if desired.

I am aware that some changes may be made in the
general arrangements and combinations of the several
devices and parts, as well as in the details of the con-
struction thereof without departing from the scope of
the present invention as set forth in the following speci-
fication, and as defined in the following claims; hence
I do not limit my invention to the exact arrangements
and combinations of the said device and parts as de-
scribed in the said specification, nor do I confine my-
self to the exact details of the construction of the said
parts as illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

With the foregoing and other objects in view, which
will be made manifest in the following detailed descrip-
tion, reference is had to the accompanying drawings for
the illusirative embodiment of the invention, wherein;

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the chair in extended
position.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the chair in collapsed
position.

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the lines 3—3 of
Fig. 4.

Fig. 4 is a fragmental view of the frame showing
an attachment for the backrest.

Fig. 5 is a sectional view through one of the pivot
joints.

Fig. 6 is a fragmental view showing a modified form
of attachment.

Fig. 7 is a fragmental detail view of the modified
form of attaching bar and connection.

Fig. 8 is a somewhat diagrammatic view showing the
direction of forces for the holding of the attaching bar
in the frame tubes by the pull of the weight on the cushion
or canvas, : ‘

TFig. 9 is a fragmental detail sectional view showing
the attaching bar in position for assembly in the frame
tube, and

Fig. 10 is a view showing the insertion of the ends
of the attaching bar into the frame tube.

In carrying out my invention I make use of an oblong
generally rectangular skeleton frame hereinafter referred
to as the backrest frame 1, and another oblong generally
rectangular seat frame 2. The seat frame 2 is wider
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than the backrest frame 1 so that the backrest frame
1 is freely movable within the seat frame 2. Each of
the frames is made of a single piece of material preferably
of tube. The lower end of the backrest tube 1 has each
longitudinal side bent forwardly and upwardly to form
a foot member 3 on each side connected by the foot
cross bar 4. All the bent corners are suitably rounded.
The upper portion of each side member of the back-
rest frame 1 is bent forwardly at an obtuse angle to
form a rearwardly inclined rest portion 6, connected by
a top cross member 7. It is to be noted that the rear-
wardly inclined backrest portion 6 is about the upper
half of the backrest frame 1 above said foot member 3.

The seat frame member 2 is also bent at its lower
end on each side thereof rearwardly and upwardly to
form rocking foot members 8 comnected by the foot
cross bar § at the rear. The upper ends of the sides
of the seat frame 2 are bent forwardly to form leg rest
portion 11 having side pieces connected by the seat cross
bar 12.

In other words, the backrest frame 1 has its longi-
tudinal sides bent at its lower end forwardly with re-
spect to the plane of the frame and has its upper half
also bent forwardly with respect to the plans of the
frame but inclined at an oblique angle rearwardly to
form the backrest at the top. The seat frame 2 is bent
at its opposite ends oppositely with respect to the plane
of the frame so as to form a rocking foot at the lower
end thereof and ‘a forward rest portion at the upper
end thereof.

The two frames 1 and 2 are connected for holding
and relative rocking by two pairs of link bars. These
link bars are also tubular. The upper pair of link bars
13 are arcuate so that the convex sides thereof are on
the top and form armrests, The opposite ends of the
armrests 13 are pivoted to the respective frames 1 and
2. The pivots 14 extend through the adjacent longitudi-
nal sides of the respective frame. The rear pivois of
the armrests 13 are at or slightly below the point where
the bar is bent to form the backrest portion 6. This
rear end of each armrest 13 is on the outside of the re-
spective longitudinal sides of the backrest frame 3. The
forward end of each armrest 13 is simjlarly pivoted to
the inside of the adjacent longitudinal side of the seat
frame 2 at about the forwardly bent leg rest portion 11.

The lower link bars 16 are straight and extend below
the point where the frames cross one another in the
extended position as shown in Fig. 1. The rear end
of each lower link 16 is pivoted to the inside of the seat
frame 2. The forward end of each lower link bar 16 is
pivoted to the outside of the longitudinal side of the
backrest frame member 1. The respective pivots of the
lower link bar 16 are spaced above the respective foot
portions 3 and 8.

A canvas or cushion 17 is held secured to the upper
end or top cross bar 7 of the backrest frame 1 and also
to the upper end or seat cross bar 12 of the seat frame
2 so as to assume a convenient dip or angle to form a
comfortable seat 18. The securing of the ends of the
cushion 17 is such as to provide protection and padding
on the respective cross bars 7 and 12.

Each pivot 14, as shown in Fig. 5, consists of a suit-
able rivet 19 extended through aligned holes 21 of the
Tespective tubular members at the pivots. For instance
in Fig. 5 the pivot 14 is extended through the longi-
tudinal member of the backrest frame 1 and the end of
the armrest 13. Between the tubular members and
on the pivot 19 is a bearing washer 22 comparatively
loosely held in place so as to take up the wear due to
the relative movement of the adjacent tubular mem-
bers. ’
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In the form shown in Figs. 3 and 4 the securing of the
ends of the cushion 17 is accomplished upon detach-
able retaining bars 23, each of which is bent at its end
to form securing flanges 24 held on the opposite longi-
tudinal side of the frame member by screws 26 or the
like, so as to space the middle portion of the retaining
bar 23 away from the plane of the respective frame
members 1 or 2. In each case the retaining bar 23 is
spaced from the underside and from the ends of the
respective frame members so that the ends of the cushion
17 are wrapped around the respective frame ends 7 and
12 and then secured upon the retaining bar 23. For this
purpose each end of the cushion 17 has a sleeve or loop
27 formed therein and the bar 23 is inserted through the
sleeve 27 and then secured upon a frame member to hold
an end of the cushion 17 in place.

For the purpose of manufacture and assembly the top
ends of the respective frames are split where the ends
of the tube from which the frame is formed meet. To
prevent separation and assure the desirable rigidity, a
plug 28, shown in Figs. 3 and 4, is inserted in the tube
at said meeting ends to hold the latter aligned.

In the modified form shown in Figs. 6 to 7 inclusive
the retaining elements for the cushion 17 are provided
in a self locking form so as to obviate the use of screws.
For this purpose a pair of spaced holes 31 are provided
on the inner side of the top cross bar 7 of the backrest
frame 1 and also on the inner side of the cross membei
12 of the other frame 2. In each of said holes are
inserted the tips of the bent ends 32 of a retaining bar
33. Each bent end 32 is bent at right angles to the
retaining bar 33 and has its free end or tip 34 bent at
right angles both to the retaining bar 33 and to the
bent end 32, in other words, at right angles to the plane
formed by the bar 33 and the bent ends 32. All bent
corners are rounded. The sleeves 27 at the respective ends
of the cushion 17 are inserted over the respective retain-
ing bars 33 then the curved tips 34 of the bent ends 32
are inserted into the respective holes 31, as shown in
Figs. 9 and 10, in such a manner that the tips 34 point
oppositely to the direction in which the ends of the
cushion 17 extend around the respective cross member
7 or 12. Each end of the cushion 17 extends from
the retaining bar 33 oppositely to the tip 34 and then
around the cross member 7 or 12, as the case may be,
and over the tops of the respective cross members 7 and
12. Thus the direction of pull by the weight on the
cushion 17 urges the tip 34 inwardly and toward the
side of the respective tubular cross member 7 or 12 and
locks the retaining bar 33 in place. In order to remove
the retaining bar 33 the weight from the cushion 17 is
relieved and the bar is moved so as to shift the tip 34
away from the side of the tube and out through the holes
31. This structure materially facilitates the assembly

and removal of the cushion 17 from the chair as de- =

sired.

In operation the chair when extended rests upon the
feet 3 and 8 and the outward pressure thereon keeps
the chair in this position as spaced by the respective links
13 and 16. A person may comfortably rest upon the
seat 18 of the cushion 17 and the weight of the person
exerts the pressure upon the upper cross bar 12 of the
outer frame member 2 and on the top cross bar 7 of the
inner frame 1 keeping the links under tension and pre-
venting the collapsing of the chair under the load of a
person. The person may rock himself in the chair. The
chair has upon the suitably curved feet 3 and 8 a rela-
tive rocking action with the limited relative movement
between the frames 1 and 2, as the user shifts the weight
backward and forward.

To collapse the chair a person grips the upper cross
members 7 and 12 of the respective frames 1 and 2 and
pulls said cross members toward one another. As the
lower cross member 12 is pulled up the armrest links 13
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are generally parallel in the space between the sides of
the inner frame 1 and outer frame 2, while the rear
ends of the lower link 16 are shifted upwardly to assume
a parallel position between the frames as shown in Fig. 2.
In this collapsed position the chair can be easily carried
in one hand and stored in flat position.

A chair constructed in accordance with my invention
is attractive in appearance, light but strong, can be easily
collapsed or extended or carried in one hand, and is
eminently adapted either as a convalescent chair or as a
collapsible rocking chair indoors or outdoors.

I claim:

1. In a chair of the character described, a seat frame
comprising a single bar bent into an oblong generally
rectangular shape, a backframe comprising a single bar
bent into an oblong generally rectangular shape and being
narrower than the seat frame so as to be movable within
the latter, a pair of armrest links respectively pivoted
at the upper end of the seat frame and to about the
middle of the backrest frame, a pair of lower links
pivoted to the lower portions of the respective frames,
and a cushion member extending between the upper ends
of said frames to form a seat and back rest, a detachable
clement at the underside of the top of each frame mem-
ber, and a sleeve at the end of said cushion member
into which said detachable elements are inserted to secure
said cushion member in place, each detachable element
including a cross bar and detachable means to secure
the ends of the cross bar to the respective frame, said
cross bar being offset downwardly below the plane of
the adjacent frame member to support said cushion
member.

2. In a chair of the character described, a seat frame
comprising a single bar bent into an oblong generally

% rectangular shape, a backframe comprising a single bar

bent into an oblong generally rectangular shape and being
narrower than the seat frame so as to be movable within
the latter, a pair of armrest links respectively pivoted
at the upper end of the scat frame and to about the
middle of the backrest frame, a pair of lower links
pivoted to the lower portions of the respective frames,
and a cushion member extending between the upper ends
of said frames to form a seat and back rest, a detachable
element at the underside of the top of each frame and a
sleeve at each end of the cushion member into which
said detachable elements are inserted each of said de-
tachable elements including a retaining bar, a bent leg
at each end of the retaining bar, and a tip at each end
of each leg being generally at right angles to the plane
included by said leg and said bar, said frames being
tubular and the upper ends of said frames having spaced
holes on the insides thereof receiving the respective tips
of said bar.

3. In a chair of the character described, a scat frame
comprising a single bar bent into an oblong generally
rectangular shape, a backframe comprising a single bar
bent into an oblong generally rectangular shape and being
narrower than the seat frame so as to be movable within
the latter, a pair of armrest links respectively pivoted

* at the upper end of the seat frame and to about the

middle of the backrest frame, a pair of lower links
pivoted to the lower portions of the respective frames,
and a cushion member extending between the upper ends
of said frames to form a seat and back rest, a detachable
element at the underside of the top of each frame and a
sleeve at each end of the cushion member into which
said detachable elements are inserted each of said de-
tachable elements including a retaining bar, a bent leg
at each end of the retaining bar, and a tip at each end
of each leg being generally at right angles to the plane
included by said leg and said bar, and the said ends of
the cushion being wrapped around the respective upper
ends of said frame and being extended from said retaining
bars oppositely to the respective pair of legs, said frames.
being tubular and the upper ends of said frames having
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spaced holes on the insides thereof receiving the respective 1,953,351
tips of said bar. 2,540,823
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