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1

My invention relates to stands for small ar-
ticles such as spheres or the like, and more par-
ticularly to a base for a stand of the knock-down
type wherein the base is adapted to maintain the
stand against collapse and also firmly seated on
the base.

With the foregoing in view, it is an object of my
invention to provide an improved bhase for a
knock-down stand for small articles.

A further object is to provide an improved base
for a knock-down stand for small articles, which
stand comprises a pair of similar stand members
interfitted together in crossing relation, and
wherein the base includes spaced detents engag-
ing opposed feet of the stand and flexing the feet
in opposite directions whereby to maintain the
stand in firm frictional engagement with the de-
tents.

Other objects and advantages reside in the
particular structure of the invention, combina-
tion and arrangement of the several parts there-
of, and will be readily apparent to those skilled
in the art upon reference to the attached draw-
ing in connection with the following specifica-
tion, wherein the invention is shown, described
and claimed.

In the drawing:

Fig, 1 is an elevational view of the stand and
base according to the invention;

Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
taken substantially on the plane of the line 3—3
of Fig. 2.

Referring speecifically to the drawing, wherein
like reference characters have heen used through-~
out the several views to designate like parts, 10
designates generally any suitable orhament
adapted to be supported by the stand and base
according to the invention. In the embodiment

illustrated, the ornament {0 comprises a three- ,

dimensional puzzle including a plurality of puz-
zle pieces 11 interfitted together to form a sub-
stantial sphere. The orhament (0 is supported
on a knock-down stand comprising a pair of simi-
lar stand members i2 and {3 interfitted together
in crossing relation. Thus, the stand members
comprises flat plates of semi-resilient material.
The plate 12 is formed with a downwardly di-
rected slot 1§ adapted to interfit with an up-
wardly directed slot 14 formed in the stand mem-
ber 13 in a well-known manner. The floors 16 of
the slots are in abutting relation. The arrange-
ment is such that the stand includes opposed
pairs of foot portions 1T and 18 and 19 and 20.

The stand, according to the invention, is gen-
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erally indicated at 21 and in the embodiment
flustrated comprises a substantially flat plate
having an upper surface formed with a pair of
substantially V-shaped bosses 22 and 23. The
bosses 22 and 23 are arranged in opposed relation
to provide diverging surfaces engaging the foot
portions IT and (8 and 19 and 20. In the em-
bodiment illustrated, the stand members 12 and
13 normally cross each other at right angles but
the V-shaped bosses 22 and 23 diverge at angles
slightly greater than right angles whereby to ap-
ply the foct portions to the bosses, it is necessary
to flex the pairs of foot portions ag indicated in
broken lines, Fig. 2.

The foot portions are then applied in strad-
dling relation to the related bosses and permit-
ted to return towards their normal right angu-
larly disposed positions. However, they are pre-
vented from reaching the full right angle po-
sitions, indicated in chain dotted lines, Fig, 2,
whereby they are maintained flexed by the di-
verging sides of the bosses 22 and 23. This ar-
rangement maintains the foot portions in firm
frictional engagement with the bosses, the lat-
ter exerting a wedging action on the same where-
by to maintain them on the stand and also in
tight engagement with each other.

‘While I have shown the bosses as comprising
upwardly extending portions of the base, it is
obvious that they could comprise cross-shaped
recesses and/or individual bosses for each foot
portion arranged in V-shaped or wedge-shaped
relation. Thus, while I have shown and described
what is now thought to be a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, it is to be understood
that the same is susceptible of other forms and
expressions. Consequently, I do not limit my-
self to the precise structures shown and de-
seribed hereinabove except as hereinafter claimed,

I claim;:

1. A knock-down stand comprising a base, at
least two substantially resilient stand members
mounted on said base, said stand members be-
ing adapted to be interfitted together in crossing
relation, at least two opposed pairs of angularly
disposed foot portions provided by said stand
members, at least two spaced and opposed bosses
affixed to said base, there being a boss interfit-
ting between each opposed pair of foot portions
and having side portions engaging the adjacent
foot portions, and said side portions diverging
at greater angles than said pairs of foot portions
whereby to flex the same in opposite directions
and maintain all of said foot portions in firm
frictional engagement with said bosses,
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2. The structure of claim 1 wherein said side
portions of said bhosses converge to provide V-
shaped foot engaging portions.

3. The structure of claim 2, wherein said bosses
are friangular in shape.

4, A knock-down stand comprising a base, at
least two substantially resilient stand members
mounted on said base, said stand members he-
ing adapted to be interfitted together in crossing
relation, at least two opposed pairs of angularly
disposed foot portions provided by said stand
members, said base including supporting means
interfitting between each opposed pair of foot
portions and engaging the opposed sides of each
pair of foot portions, and said supporting means
being disposed at different angular relation than
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said foot portions engaged thereby so as to flex
said foot portions in opposite directions whereby
to maintain all of said foot portions in firm fric-
tional engagement with said supporting means.

5. The structure of claim 4, wherein said sup-
porting means project above the surface of said
base.

CHARLES E. JOENSON.
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