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3 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in bar-
rettes, being particularly directed to latching
means for attaching the same to the hair,

Broadly, it is an object of this invention to pro-

5 vide.a novel tongue and clamp formation incor-
Porating a U-shaped resilient tongue, pivoted at
one end of the barrette, the sides of which are
latched under compression by the walls of spaced
lugs at the other end of the barrette.

These and other advantages, capabilities and
features of the inventicn will appear from the
subjoined detailed description of one specific em-~
bodiment thereof illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which

Pigure 1 is a front elevation of a barrette em-
bodying the invention.

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the barrette.

Tigure 3 is an end elevation in section taken
along lines 3—3 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is an end elevation in section of g
modified form of the construction shown in Pig-
ure 3.

Referring to the reference characters in the
drawing, numeral 18 represents a. barrette having
95 2 back (i, formed of plastic material, on the

underface {2 of which there is disposed at one

end, a lug i3, having g horizoutally disposed
aperture 14, and at the other end of which are
disposed spaced pillars 5, having cylindrieal
30 shanks {§ and conical apexes 11, both lug and
pillar formations being molded integrally with

the back 1.

A U-shaped tongue 18, formed of resilienit ma-
terial such as spring ‘wire, looped ag indicated,

35 and having side walls 19 and free ends 28 and 21,
is mounted on the bottom 12 of the barrette, the
tongue being bowed outwardly adjacent the free
ends. as at 22, and the free ends. being of such
length as to extend through aperture 14 of lug

0 §3 and rest adjacent one another to form a pivo-

tal mounting for the tongue. “The closed end 23

of the tongue 18 is upwardly inclined, as indi-

cated in Figure 1, and extends to a position ad-
jacent the end of back £, 50 as to permit gripping

5 of the tongue for pivotal displacement about g

Iug (3.

The space between the pillars 15 is less than
the distance between sides 19 of the tongue, so
that, as indicated in Figure 3, and as illustrated

} in Figure 1, when tongue 18 is moved from dotted
to full line position in Figure 1 to: clamp hair
to the barrette, sides 19 of the tongue are guided
along surfaces 24 of the apex of the pillars and

; then compressed, as the tongue is urged down-

wardly in the restricted space defined by the op-

posing inner walls 25 of the shanks of the pillars
15, thereby providing for a frictional latching
action between tongue and pillars.
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As indicated in Figure 4, the inner walls of the
shanks of the pillars {8 may be grooved as at 28§
to- provide, in conjunction with the frictional
latching action as a result of compression and
contact of sides {9 of the tongue with the inner
walls of the shanks of the pillars, for an addi-
tional latching mediym.

It is pointed out that the tongue is of sufficient
Tesilient formation, and is so disposed with re-
spect. to pillars 15, that the latching and un-
latching effect may be carried out by vertical
displacement of the tongue with respect to the
pillar, and without any other directional move-
ment or twisting of any parts of the device.

It is obvious that various changes and modifi-
cations may be made to the details of construc-
tion without departing from the general spirit
of the invention as set forth in the appended
claims.

I claim:

1. An article of the class described, comprising
a back member formed of plastic material, a lug
at one end of said back, a tongue pivotally mount-
ed on said lug, 2 blurality of spaced latch ele-
ments mounted at the other end of said back
member, said tongue comprising g substantially
U-shaped resilient wire element, the sides of
which are adapted to contact with and be com-
bressed by said lastch elements for latching en-
gagement when the tongue is bressed downwardly
thereagainst.

2. A barrette comprising " a . hack member
formed of plastic material, g plurality of spaced
latch lugs at one end thereof, a latching member
mounted for pivotal movement at the other end
thereof, said tongue comprising o resilient U-
shaped wire, the sides of said tongue being adapt-
ed, upon downward displacement of said tongue
about its pivot, to be contacted by the walls of
said latch lugs and inwardly compressed, thereby
to provide a latching engagement between said
tongue and latch lugs,

3. A Dbarrette comprising a . back member
formed of plastic material, a plurality of spaced
latch lugs at one end thereof, a latching mem-
ber mounted for pivotal movement at the other
end thereof, said tongue comprising a resilient U-
shaped wire, the sides of said tongue being adapt-
ed, upon downward displacement of said tongue
about its pivot, to be contacted by the walls of
said latch lugs and inwardly compressed, thereby
to provide a latching engagement hetween said
tongue .and latch lugs, the heads of said latch
lugs being of smaller diameter than the shanks
thereof, thereby to guide the sides of the tongue
towards and into latching engagement with the
shanks of said latch lugs.
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