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This invention relates to a driving head
designed primarily for use in forcing metal
fence posts into the ground without up-
setting or otherwise mutilating them.

It is an object of the invention to provide
a _device of this character which can be ap-
plied readily to metal fence posts of differ-
ent types, whether they be channeled, L-
shaped, or T-shaped.

Another object is to provide a driving
head which can be applied to a post at any
point where it is most convenient to strike
it with a sledge hammer, thus making it
possible readily to force very long posts

5 into the ground even though the person
wielding the sledge is standing on the
“ground. : _

A {further object is to provide-a driving

head which can be applied readily to and
20 removed from a post.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view which will appear as the description
proceeds the invention resides in the combi-
nation and arrangement of parts and in the

25 details of construction hereinafter described
and claimed it Dbeing understood that
changes in the precise embodiment of the
invention herein disclosed may be made
within the scope of what is claimed without

3¢ departing from the spirit of the invention.

In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.

In said drawings, ,

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing

35 the driving head applied to a T-shaped fence
post.

Figure 2 is a plan view of the structure
shown in Figure 1, the post being in section.

Figure 3 1s a section on line 8—3, Figure

40 2, the post and anvil being shown in eleva-

tion.
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the sad-
dle block.
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 2
45 showing a portion of the invention applied
to an L-shaped post.
Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5
showing the device applied to a channeled
ost, :
50 P Referring to the figures by characters of

reference, 1 designates a yoke formed pref-
erably of parallel flat arms 2 and an inter-
mediate or connecting portion 8 all made in

- one piece. The arms 2 are formed with

longitudinal slots 4 and extending trans-
versely through the arms 2 near the inter-
mediate portion 8 of the yoke is a removable
bolt 5. This bolt is adapted to extend
through a saddle block 6 the length of which
1s slightly less than the maximum distance
between the arms 2. This block has spaced
wings 7, the said wings being not™ only
spaced from each other but also being spaced
from the ends of the block 6. The wings are
svaced apart a distance slightly greater than
the thickness of a middle flange or web of
a T-shaped fence post of a standard size and
the wings are spaced from the ends of the
block distances equal to the width of the
side flanges of a channeled post or an L-
shaped post of standard sizes.

A guide plate 8 is interposed between the

arms 2 and has upper and lower Iugs 9
adapted to lap and ride upon the upper and
lower edges respectively of the arms 2. This
guide plate has a transverse groove 9’ in its
outer or back face adapted to receive one
edge of abacking wedge 10 insertable into
the slots 4.. Withdrawal of the wedge is pre-

vented by a key 11 in the form of a plate ¢

held to one face of the wedge by a bolt.12.
By removing - the bolt and key plate the

- wedge can be withdrawn from the slot.

There is used.in connection with the parts

thus far described a wedging block 13 hav-

ing a head 14 constituting an anvil. This
block 13 is adapted to be inserted down-
wardly between the guide plate 8 and one
of the faces of the post to be driven.
When it is desired to drive a T-shaped
metal-fence post into the ground the yoke 1
with the saddle blocks fastened therein is
placed astride the post so that the web W
of the T-shaped post T will extend between
the wings 7 as shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3.

~The guide plate 8 is positioned between the

arms 2 and wedge 10 is then inserted into the
slots 4 and held by means of the plate 11.
Thereaiter the wedging block 13 is foreed

downwardly between the guide plate 8 and 16
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the adjacent face of the post T and follow-
ing this operation a sledge or the like is
impelled against the anvil 14. This will
cause the parts to bind tightly together and
as the anvil is driven downwardly the post
will be carried therewith. '

When it is desired to disconnect the driv-
ing head from the post, the wedging block
131s driven upwardly out of position withix
the yoke following which the entire struc-
ture can be lifted off the post, placed over the
end of another post, brought to proper posi-
tion thereon, and the wedging block rein-
serted. The post can then be set up on end
and the operation already described can be
repeated. '

Should it be desired to use the device on
an L-shaped post such as indicated at L in
Figure 5, the wings 7 of the saddle block
weuld be extended into the angle of the
post as shown in said figure. Should the de-
vice be used with a channeled post as indi-
cated at C in Figure 6, the two wings would
extend into the channel as shown in said
figure. Otherwise the operation will be the
same as already explained.

It will be noted that the saddle block 6
has a transverse rib 15. A groove 16 may
be formed in the intermediate portion 3 of
the yoke to receive this rib whereby a shight
rocking movement of the saddle block is
permitted when the same is being adjusted
to the post.

What is claimed is:

i. A driving head for fence posts and the
like, including a yoke for straddling the
same, a block pivotally suspended between
the sides of the yoke and bearing against
the closed end of the yoke, a guide plate
supported in the yoke, a backing wedge
therefor, a wedging block insertable into the
yoke between the guide plate and a post or
the like engaging the block, and an anvil on
said wedging block.

2. A driving head for fence posts and the
like including a yoke, a saddle block de-
tachably mounted in and thrusting against
the yoke, said block having wings spaced
from each other and from the ends of the
block for receiving portions of a post or the
like, a wedging block insertable into the
yoke for engaging a post in contact with
the saddle block, and means carried by the
voke for backing the wedging block when
forced in one direction into the yoke.

3. A driving head for fence posts and the
like including a yoke, a saddle block detach-
ably mounted in and thrusting against the
yoke, said block having wings spaced from
each other and from the ends of the block

for receiving portions of a post or the like, .

a wedging block insertable into the yoke for
engaging a post in contact with the saddle
bilock, and means carried by the yoke for
backing the wedging block when forced in
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one direction into the yoke, said means in-

_cluding a guide plate supported by and ex-

tending transversely of the yoke, a backing
wedge removably mounted in the yoke and
extending transversely of the guide plate.

4. A driving head for fence posts and the
like including a yoke, a saddle block de-
tachably mounted in and thrusting against
the yoke, said block having wings spaced
from each other and from the ends of the
block for receiving portions of a post or the
like, & wedging block insertable into the
yoke for engaging a post in contact with the
saddle block, and means carried by the yoke
for backing the wedging block when forced
in one direction into the yoke, said means
including a guide plate supported by and
extending transversely of the yoke, a back-
ing wedge removably mounted in the yoke
and extending transversely of the guide
plate, and a retaining key detachably
Tastened to the wedge for holding it against
withdrawal from the yoke.

5. A driving head for fence posts and the
like including a yoke, a saddle block within
and bearing against the intermediate por-
tion of the yoke, said block having wings
spaced from each other and from the end of
the block, thereby to adapt the block for en-
gagement with fence posts of different cross
sectional contours, and means removably
mounted in the yoke for binding an engaged
post against the wings of the saddle block.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature.

JAMES HENRY OSTEN.
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