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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure is generally related to a
dispenser for dispensing sheet material. The dispenser
may be for dispensing sanitary paper sheet material
products such as hand towels, napkins, facial tissues,
toilet paper, or other wiping products in sheet form.
Particularly, the present disclosure relates to a tabletop
dispenser usually disposed on a table or a countertop.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Napkins in the form of sheets of material (e.g.
tissue paper (ISO 12 625‑1) or non-woven (ISO 9092))
intended for wiping and for hygienic purposes are com-
mon commercial items, for example, in restaurants or
cafeterias, that may be provided in the form of stacks of
napkins disposed in a dispenser having a dispensing
opening from which individual napkins can be readily
removed when needed. The dispenser for napkins
should be easy to handle, should protect the napkins
until use, and should be easy tomove to a locationwhere
the napkins are needed, such as a table, a counter, or the
like.
[0003] A commonly used option is to arrange the nap-
kins in an interfolded stack which is placed standing on a
spring biased platen in a container having a dispensing
opening at the top of the container. The napkins are then
successively removed from the top of the stack through
thedispensingopening. Theplatenand thereby the stack
are urged towards the dispensing opening to feed the
individual napkins to the dispensing opening until all of
the napkins have been removed from the dispenser.
[0004] In this context, interfolded napkins may also be
used. Interfolded napkins are sheets of materials ar-
ranged in a stack of superposed sheets, which are each
folded at least once. The sheets are interlinked in such a
way that the separate folded sheets of material form a
chain of sheets in which each sheet has a leading panel
and a trailing panel, the trailing panel being at least partly
overlapped with the leading panel of the subsequent
sheet in the stack. In this manner, the individual sheets
are held loosely together by means of frictional forces
arising between the overlapping parts. The sheets may
be dispensed from a dispenser by pulling at the leading
panel of the first sheet (leading sheet) in the stack. In this
manner, the first sheet is extracted at the same time as a
predetermined part of the leading panel of a subsequent
sheet is fed into a dispensing position in the dispenser.
[0005] Some dispensers have a lid or cover with a
dispensing opening that restricts the width of the dis-
pensed napkin in order to keep the leading panel of the
next napkin to be dispensed from falling back into the
dispenser. After all the napkins contained in the dispen-
ser have been removed, the dispenser has to be refilled.
For this purpose, the lid or cover is usually pivotably

hinged to the body of the dispenser. Thus, the lid or cover
may be opened giving access to the interior of the body
for inserting a new stack of napkins. Examples of such
dispensers may be found in WO 2014/037041 A1, WO
2006/132618 A1 or WO 2017/180070 A1.
[0006] Such known tabletop dispensers may also be
provided with transparent side walls thereof, which en-
able to use the dispensers for the arrangement of an
advertisement, a menu, or the like.
[0007] In this context, the side walls of such known
tabletop dispensermay be doublewalled having an inner
wall and a transparent outer wall.
[0008] To arrange a new and/or different advertise-
ment, menu, or the like at such a transparent outer wall,
said commonly known dispensers have a transparent
outer wall, that can be opened to the outside.
[0009] Yet, this negatively influences the use of the
dispenser because dust can gather inside the space
definedbetween the twowalls enteringviaagapbetween
the transparent outer wall and a housing body of the
dispenser. Thus, the dust may be visible through the
transparent side wall, which is detrimental to the appear-
ance of the dispenser and included advertisement,
menu, or the like.
[0010] Further, by having an outer wall that can be
open to the outside to include advertisements, menus,
or the like may result in an unauthorized removal of the
advertisement, the menu, or the like by patrons of the
restaurant or cafeteria, for example.
[0011] That is, previously known dispensers do not
only act as a "dirt trap", but are also difficult to clean
due to thegaps that open thespace for ads,menus, or the
like toward the outside.
[0012] Alternative previously known dispensers that
are configured to illustrate an advertisement, a menu,
or the like, are provided with a through-hole on an inner
wall of a double-walled side wall, through which a user
can put his finger in order to push the outer wall of the
double-walled side wall to the outside and to thereby
enable to open a space defined between the outer wall
and the inner wall that may be used as a storing place for
the advertisement, menu, or the like. By doing so, a new
or different advertisement, menu, or the like can be
inserted into the space and can be closed thereafter by
pushing back the outer wall.
[0013] Yet, recesses to the outside remain and thereby
provoke that such a dispenser may act as a dirt trap with
regard to dust and/or dirt entering the dispenser from the
outside, too. Additionally, the pushing of the outer wall via
afingerofausermaypollute the transparentouterwall for
displaying the advertisement, menu, or the like and may,
therefore, provide a negatively affected appearance of
such a dispenser and the corresponding advertisement,
menu, or the like illustrated on its side wall.
[0014] Further examples of previously known dispen-
sers are derivable from US 2020/196 810 A1 and US
2006/273 100 A1.
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SUMMARY

[0015] Accordingly, it would be desirable to provide a
dispenser for dispensing sheet material, that addresses
the above-mentioned problems. Further, it is an object of
the present invention to provide a dispenser for dispen-
sing sheet material that is easy to clean. It is a further
object of the present invention to provide a dispenser for
dispensing sheet material that avoids that dirt can enter
the dispenser from the outside to enable a highly quali-
tative appearance for advertisements, menus, or the like
that are displayed at at least one side wall of such a
dispenser.
[0016] The above-described problems are solved by
the dispenser according to claim 1. Preferred embodi-
ments are set out in the depending claims.
[0017] According to an aspect, a dispenser for dispen-
sing sheetmaterialmay compriseabodyhaving four side
walls configured to accommodate a stack of the sheet
material, a base, e.g. for resting on a support surface, an
opening in a top of the body, and a lid for covering the
opening in use and enabling access to the opening for
refilling. The lid may be detachable for giving access to
the opening. Alternatively, the lid may be movably at-
tached to at least one of the side walls. The lid may be
sized to cover the opening.
[0018] Dispensers having such a shape are commonly
known as "tabletop dispensers". In this context, the lid
has a dispensing opening therein to enable sheet mate-
rial to be dispense therefrom. That is, such a tabletop
dispenser enables that sheet material can be dispensed
from the dispensing opening in an upper part, i.e. the lid
thereof.
[0019] In this context and throughout this disclosure,
the body, the base, and the lid may be understood as
external, usually hard (rigid) protective and/or enclosing
case or cover of the dispenser. In the same manner the
basemaybeunderstoodas thebottomand/or supporting
part of such an outer shell of the dispenser achieved by
the four side walls.
[0020] Thedispensingopening in theouter shell, i.e., in
the lid, is tobeunderstoodas theopening throughwhicha
sheetmaterialmay bewithdrawn from the dispenser by a
user. The base may have a supporting surface, or a
pedestal configured to place the base, and thus enables
the dispenser to be securely placed on a horizontal sur-
face such as a table or counter. In such an arrangement,
the dispensing opening in the lid may open to the top of
the dispenser and the dispenser rests on the support
surface via the base thereof. Accordingly, the sheet
material may be dispensed along a vertical direction
when the dispenser rests on a support surface via the
base.
[0021] Yet, it may also be possible to arrange the
described countertop dispenser in an upright/flipped po-
sition, that is, in a position, in which the base extends in a
vertical direction and the dispenser rests on one of the
four side walls. Accordingly, also the lid, which opposes

the base of the dispenser, may extend along the vertical
direction, such that sheet material may be dispensed
along a horizontal direction via the lid.
[0022] Thus, the base and/or at least one of the side
walls may comprise an anti-slip protection to ensure a
fixed position of the dispenser when resting on the base
or on one of the side walls.
[0023] At least one of the side walls is a double-walled
side wall comprising an inner wall and an outer wall.
Thereby, a space is defined between the inner wall and
the outer wall.
[0024] In the dispenser according to an aspect, at least
part of the innerwall is pivotable around a pivot axis to the
inside of the body and the inner wall is hinged to the body
in such a manner that the inner wall can be tilted away
from the outer wall via hinges provided on the body.
[0025] According to suchanarrangement, it is possible
to achieve a dispenser having a closed outer shell, such
that no dust, dirt or any other pollutant can insert the
dispenser through one of the side walls, in particular one
of the outer walls of the side walls, and an improved
appearance can be achieved andmaintained over a long
period of use.
[0026] Additionally, a placard displaying commercials,
advertisements,menus, or the like can be easily inserted
into to the space or removed therefrom. Accordingly, the
usability of the dispenser can be improved.
[0027] Since such a dispenser is not open to the out-
side, inadvertent or unauthorized removal of the placard
can also be avoided.
[0028] Further, having an inner wall that opens in-
wardly instead of having a dispenser, in which at least
part of a side wall opens outwardly, facilitates cleaning
thereof. This applies for both of the inner wall and the
outer wall of the dispenser, because the rigid outer wall is
fixed to the base.
[0029] Accordingly, the key idea of such a dispenser is
to facilitate theusability, to improve the cleanability and to
optimize the appearance for a long period of use.
[0030] In this context, the feature that "at least part of
the inner wall is pivotable around a pivot axis to the inside
of the body" is to be understood in such amanner that the
inner wall is hinged to the body, such that the inner wall
can be tilted away from the outer wall via hinges provided
on the body. Accordingly, the inner wall in such a dis-
penser is to be understood as a "pivotable inner wall".
[0031] The outer wall forming part of the outer shell of
the dispenser can, consequently, remain fixed in position
and does not require any recesses, opening mechan-
isms, or the like.
[0032] Further, it should be highlighted that when a
user wishes to change or insert a placard containing
an advertisement, a menu, or the like into such a dis-
penser, the above-mentioned lidmust be open, such that
the inside of the body can be accessed.
[0033] The pivot axis may extend perpendicular to the
base. In another embodiment, however, the pivot axis
mayextend along adimension that is parallel to the base.
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[0034] Put differently, the pivot axis extends, for exam-
ple, in a horizontal direction, when the dispenser is based
on a support surface, e.g. a table surface. Accordingly,
the inner wall is pivotable around the horizontal axis and
thereby hinges the inner wall along such a pivot axis.
Accordingly, the inner wall can be tilted away from the
outer wall to the interior of the dispenser and also the
surface of the outer wall facing the inside of the dispenser
can be easily accessed and, e.g., cleaned easily.
[0035] Having such an arrangement is not obviously
derivable by the person skilled in the art, as a pivotally
movable inner wall, at first sight, provokes a more com-
plex systemand requires that a platen onwhich the sheet
products are to be placed must be pushed downwards
before the space between the inner wall and the outer
wall can be accessed.
[0036] Thepivot axismaybearrangedat a lower endof
the double-walled side wall adjacent the base.
[0037] Accordingly, having a pivot axis arranged at the
lower end of the inner wall allows to tilt the whole inner
wall away from the outer wall and to thereby more easily
insert new or different placards containing advertise-
ments, menus, or the like.
[0038] In an alternative embodiment, however, the
pivot axis may be arranged between the lower end and
the upper end of the double-walled side wall.
[0039] That is, the innerwall and the outer wallmay run
in parallel along a vertical direction for a certain percen-
tage of the height of the side wall, and may comprise a
pivot axis that is arranged between the lower end and the
upper end of the double-walled side wall. For example,
the pivot axismay be arranged in themiddle between the
lower end and the upper end of the height of the double-
walled sidewall. That is, only half of the inner wall may be
pivotable to the inside of the dispenser body,whereas the
other half remains in parallel to the outer wall.
[0040] Accordingly, the pivot axis can be arranged at a
higher position than the previously described embodi-
ment comprising a pivot axis that is arranged at a lower
end of the double-walled sidewall adjacent the base, and
may thereby facilitate the manufacturing, in particular
because the pivot axis and the corresponding hinges
are not arranged at one of the corner parts. The term
"corner parts" is to be understood as a contact region of
the base for resting on the support surface and at least
one of the sidewalls of the body. That is, one of the edges
of the box-like shape of the dispenser
[0041] The outer wall may be at least partially trans-
parent.
[0042] Accordingly, the outer wall enables the display
of advertisements, menus, or the like to the outside and,
therefore, permits the dispenser to be used as a way of
displaying an advertisement inside restaurants, in parti-
cular fast-food restaurants, or the like.
[0043] In another embodiment, the outer wall may be
completely transparent.
[0044] Accordingly, the full size of the side wall can be
used for displaying advertisements, menus, or any other

information on the dispenser.
[0045] In another embodiment, at least two of the side
walls may be double-walled side walls and both inner
walls of the respective side walls may be inwardly pivo-
table around respective pivot axes toward the inside of
the body.
[0046] Put differently, both of said double-walled side
walls comprise tiltable inner walls, that can be hinged
towards the inside of the body.
[0047] Accordingly, at least two of the sidewalls can be
used for displaying advertisements, menus, or any other
information on the dispenser.
[0048] Two opposing side walls may be double-walled
side walls.
[0049] Due to such a configuration, it is possible, that,
when an advertisement, menu, or the like is arranged
inside the space, i.e., inside the space between the inner
wall and the outer wall, and such a dispenser is placed on
table, e.g., in a restaurant, guests, sitting on opposite
sides of the table, can easily and readily take notice of the
advertisement, menu, or the like. Also mixed configura-
tions of having a menu arranged in one of said side walls
and having an advertisement in the other one is possible.
[0050] In another embodiment, the body may have a
rectangular shapewhen seen in a plan viewwith two long
side walls and two short side walls respectively opposing
each other, wherein the at least one double-walled side
wall may be arranged on one of the long side walls.
[0051] Such an arrangement permits the placard con-
taininganadvertisement,menuor the like tobedisplayed
on the larger surface of the side walls of the dispenser
body having a box-like shape when seen in a plan view.
[0052] The inner wall may be fixed to the outer wall via
at least one releasable latch.
[0053] Accordingly, the position of the inner wall rela-
tive to theouterwallmaybefixedwhen there isnoneed to
exchange or insert a placard containing an advertise-
ment, menu, or the like into the dispenser. The at least
one latch prevents accidental tilting of the inner wall
toward the inside of the dispenser. Accordingly, an acci-
dental interactionof thepivotable innerwall togetherwith,
e.g., a stack of dispensing sheet material that may be
arranged inside the dispenser can be avoided. Thus, a
smooth and trouble-free use of the dispenser can be
ensured, which additionally allows to display an adver-
tisement, menu, or the like in a clean manner.
[0054] The innerwallmaycomprise at least one recess
arranged at the upper end thereof.
[0055] Accordingly, it is possible to more easily grab a
placard containing an advertisement, menu, or the like,
that is arranged inside the space between the inner wall
and the outer wall.
[0056] Further, the tilting of the inner wall can be more
easily performed as it is easy for a user to grab the inner
wall and to move it to the inside of the dispenser via a
tilting around the pivot axis.
[0057] Further, the lid may be movably attached to at
least one of the side walls of the body via a hinge.
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[0058] Accordingly, the lid may be permanently at-
tached to the body of the dispenser and may be tilted
from an open refilling position to a closed use position.
Such an arrangement ensures an easy and reliable
closing and opening of the lid with respect to the body
of the dispenser.
[0059] Alternatively, the lid may be configured to be
reversibly removable and attachable to the body. In other
words, the lid may be temporarily removable from the
body of the dispenser and be re-attached thereto. This
may allow for easier refilling of the dispenser, as the lid
can temporarily be put aside.
[0060] In another embodiment, the dispenser may
further comprise a platform for supporting a plurality of
sheet materials from below, wherein the platformmay be
movable froma lowermost positionwhen thedispenser is
filled with sheet material to an uppermost position adja-
cent the lid when a dispenser is more nearly empty of
sheetmaterial, and the dispensermay further comprise a
biasing mechanism for urging the platform towards the
lid, aswell as a releasable lockingmechanism for holding
the platform in a locking position at the lowermost posi-
tion.
[0061] According to such a configuration it is possible
to hold the platform downwards when inserting the stack
of sheetmaterial into the dispenser and to release it once
the inserting is finished. Further, in the present context, it
is possible to maintain the platform that is urged towards
the lid in a lowermost position when inserting or exchan-
ging the placard containing an advertisement, menu, or
the like in the dispenser.
[0062] That is, one could first lock the platform in a
lowermost position, and then easily access the space
between the outer wall and the inner wall by pivoting the
inner wall toward the inside of the dispenser. Subse-
quently, one can introduce or exchange the placard
containing an advertisement, menu, or the like arranged
between the outer wall and the inner wall, and finally
release the platform in order to allow the biasingmechan-
ism to push the platform with a stack of sheet material
arranged thereon towards the lid.
[0063] Further aspects of the present disclosures may
be found in the following description of a particular em-
bodiment making reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0064]

Figure 1 is an isometric view of an empty dispenser
according to an embodiment.

Figure2 illustrates thedispenser inanopenstate, i.e.
in a state in which the lid is open such that sheet
material can be inserted into the body of the dispen-
ser.

Figure 3 illustrates the dispenser according to an
embodiment in a state, in which it is filled with sheet
material.

Figure 4 is an isometric view into the inside of the
dispenser according to an embodiment.

Figure 5 illustrates how an advertisement, menu, or
the like can be inserted into a double-walled sidewall
of the dispenser according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PARTICULAR EM-
BODIMENT

[0065] Hereinafter, an embodiment according to the
disclosure will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings in order to describe the disclo-
sure using illustrative examples. Further modifications of
certain individual features described in this context can
be combined with other features of the described embo-
diments to form further embodiments of the disclosure.
[0066] Throughout the drawings, the same reference
numerals are used for similar elements.
[0067] Figure 1 illustrates a dispenser 1 according to
anembodiment in astate inwhich it is empty, i.e. in a state
in which no sheet material 2, e.g., napkins, are inserted
into the dispenser 1 to be dispense therefrom. The empty
dispenser 1 is illustrated in Figure 1 comprises a body 3
and a lid 7. The body 3 of the dispenser 1 comprises four
side walls 4. In addition, the dispenser 1 comprises a
base 5 for resting on a support surface. The support
surface can, for example, be a tabletop, a counter, or
the like. Further, the dispenser 1 of the exemplary em-
bodiment comprises an opening 6, which is arranged in a
top of the body 3, such that the body 3 having four side
walls 4, the base 5, and the opening 6 form a box-like
shape, which is open in a top region thereof.
[0068] The dispenser as discussed herein may, as an
example, have the following dimensions: the dispenser
may have a height of 170mmand a width of 200mmand
a depth of 141mm. The height may include feet onwhich
the dispenser may rest. It is to be understood that the
dispensermay also have slightly smaller or larger dimen-
sions than the above dimensions due to measurement
tolerances.
[0069] The sheet material as discussed herein may be
napkins. An individual sheet material may be an indivi-
dual napkin. The individual napkin may, as an example,
have the following nominal dimensions: when being
folded in a stack of sheet material (stack of napkins),
the individual napkin may have, in the folded state, a
width of 165mmand a length of 108mm, or, alternatively,
a width of 161 mm and a length of 105 mm. When being
unfolded, in case of 1/2 fold, the individual napkin may
have a width of 165 mm and a length of 216 mm, or,
alternatively, a width of 161 mm and a length of 210 mm.
Further, in case of 1/4 fold, the individual napkin may
have a width of 330 mm and a length of 216 mm. The
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abovewidthdimensionsof the individual napkinmayvary
between 3 to 5 mm. The above length dimensions of the
individual napkin may have a smaller variation than the
variation of the width dimension.
[0070] The above-mentioned lid 7 is sized to cover the
opening 6, such that a closed outer appearance of the
dispenser 1 canbeachieved.Nonetheless, the lid 7hasa
dispensing opening 8 therein to enable that sheet mate-
rial 2 can be dispensed therefrom. In the embodiment
illustrated in Figure 1, said dispensing opening 8 is illu-
strated in a centred top section of the lid 7. Nevertheless,
any other configuration and arrangement of the dispen-
sing opening 8 is also applicable.
[0071] The lid 7 of the illustrated embodiment is mo-
vably attached to at least one of the side walls 4. In the
present case, this enables, that the lid 7 can be moved
from a closed use position into an open refilling position,
wherein said refilling position is illustrated in Figure 2 and
will be explained in more detail below.
[0072] In the embodiment, the body 3 comprising four
side walls 4 has a rectangular shape when seen in a plan
view with two long side walls 4 and two short side walls 4
respectively opposing each other. Here, the lid 7 is pivo-
tally movable about one of the short side walls 4 via a
hinge, in particular about an upper end of one of the short
side walls 4 of the body 3 of the dispenser 1. Yet, other
configurations are also contemplated. That is, the lid 7
can also be pivotally movable around the upper end of
one of the long side walls 4 of the body 3 having a
rectangular shape when seen in a plan view.
[0073] To support the opening of the lid 7 from the
closed use position into the open refilling position, said
lid 7 can be supported by a spring (not illustrated), which
urges the lid 7 from the closed use position into an open
refilling position. Vice versa, the lid 7 may be held in a
closed use position by a snap connection, or the like that
prevents the lid 7 from freely moving from the closed use
position into the open refilling position.
[0074] In an alternative (non-illustrated) embodiment,
the lid 7 may be configured to be reversibly removable
and attachable to the body 3 of the dispenser 1. In such a
configuration, the lid 7 can be put aside for (re‑)filling the
dispenser 1 (open refilling position) and put back onto the
body3 in order to arriveat the closeduseposition thereof.
[0075] To further emphasizes the understanding of
how the dispenser 1 is loaded with a stack of sheet
material 2, reference is now made to Figure 2, which
illustrates the above-described dispenser 1 in an open
state. "Open" in this regard means that the lid 7 is moved
from the closed use position into the open refilling posi-
tion such that sheetmaterial 2, e.g., sheet products in the
formofnapkins, canbe inserted into the insideof thebody
of the dispenser 1.
[0076] As a first step to load a stack of sheetmaterial 2,
which is now described in the example of napkins 2, into
the dispenser 1, the above-described lid 7 is moved from
the above-mentioned closed use position into the open
refilling position.

[0077] Then, the stack of napkins 2 is placed with a
bottom face of the stack of napkins 2 ona support surface
of a support plate (not illustrated) of the dispenser 1 via
the opening 6 of the dispenser 1, wherein said support
plate is reciprocally movable within the body 3 of the
dispenser 1.
[0078] Subsequently, a force is exerted on a top face of
the stack of sheet products opposite to the bottom face to
thereby push the support plate into the body 3 of the
dispenser 1.
[0079] Before or after exerting the force on the top face
of the stack of the sheet products 2 and before or after
placing the stack of napkins 2 with the bottom face of the
stack of napkins 2 on the support surface, it may be
particularly useful to at least partially fold the leading
napkin at at least one of its edges. As a result, a so-called
starter fold is formed. Such a folding of the leading napkin
is illustrated in Figure 2.
[0080] The starter fold enables to easily grasp the
leading napkin when the dispenser is freshly refilled.
[0081] On top of that, the napkins are usually distrib-
uted in bundles (stacks of sheet products) comprising a
predetermined number of sheet products (e.g. napkins).
In many cases more than one bundle (stack of sheet
products) is inserted into the dispenser during refilling.
Whereas the sheet products are usually interfolded with-
in one bundle (stack of sheet products), the trailing sheet
product of a first bundle (first stack of sheet products) and
the leading sheet product of a second bundle (second
stack of sheet products) are not interfolded. As a result,
once the trailing sheet product of the first bundle is dis-
pensed during use, the leading sheet product of the
second bundle is not automatically withdrawn through
the dispensing opening in part for being easily graspable.
As a result, it is beneficial to also fold the leading sheet of
any bundle (stack of sheet products) inserted into the
dispenser in the samemanner as described above form-
ing a starter fold.
[0082] Even though there is no interfolding at a "stack-
break" (also called bundle break), i.e. the transition from
one stack of sheet products to another one, a consistent
and reliable use of the dispenser can be ensured by at
least partially folding the leading napkin 2 of each bundle
at at least one of its edges (see Figure 2), and the user is
never confronted with any napkin that is hard to grasp.
[0083] Afterwards, the lid 7 of the exemplary embodi-
ment is pivoted from the open refilling position into the
closed use position again, such that the lid 7 is closed.
[0084] Finally, a portion of a leading sheetmaterial, i.e.
a (partially folded) leading napkin 2 is extracted from the
top face of the stack of napkins 2 through the dispensing
opening 8 of the lid 7 to thereby dispose that leading
napkin. Nonetheless, the extraction of a leading napkin 2
may be carried out with the lid 8 in the closed use position
or, alternatively, in an open position.
[0085] Accordingly, the stack of napkins 2 can be suc-
cessfully loaded into thedispenser 1, and thedispenser 1
is thereby filled with napkins 2.
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[0086] Figure 3 illustrates the dispenser 1 according to
anembodiment,which is loadedwithastackofnapkins2.
In this exemplary embodiment, the lid 7 may be at least
partially transparent to enable a user to easily gain in-
formation on whether napkins 2 are still inside the dis-
penser 1 or whether the stack of napkins 2 has been
emptied therefrom and the dispenser 1 needs to be
refilled.
[0087] With reference to Figures 4 and 5, the arrange-
ment inside thedispenser 1according to theembodiment
will now be explained in more detail.
[0088] Figure 4 illustrates an isometric view into the
inside of the dispenser 1. As mentioned earlier, said
dispenser 1 comprises four side walls 4 that are con-
nected to a base 5 and thereby form a box-like shape. In
the illustration of Figure 4, the lid 7 is in an open refilling
state to facilitate the explanation of the internal structure
of the dispenser 1. Further, it is at hand that the dispenser
1 illustrated in Figure 4 is empty, i.e. that no napkins are
arranged therein, and the dispenser is not loaded.
[0089] As can be taken from Figures 4 and 5, the
dispenser 1 according to the embodiment comprises
two double-walled side walls 4 comprising an inner wall
9 and an outer wall 10. Accordingly, a space 11 is defined
between the inner wall 9 and the outer wall 10, respec-
tively.
[0090] Nonetheless, it is also possible to provide a
dispenser 1 having, e.g., only one double-walled side
wall 4 or more than the above-described two double-
walled side walls 4.
[0091] Subsequently, an example will be described in
which two of the opposing side walls 4 are double-walled
side walls 4 and wherein said double-walled side walls 4
are arranged on the respective long side walls 4 of the
body 3 having a rectangular shape when seen in a plan
view.
[0092] As used herein, the term "double-walled" and
derivatives thereof are not intended to limit the number of
layers or "walls" making up a particular side wall. For
example, a "double-walled" side wall may refer to a side
wall that has three ormore walls, but in any case the term
"double-walled" refers to a wall that has at least two
walls/layers e.g., an inner wall and an outer wall.
[0093] In this regard, it should be once again be men-
tioned, that alternative embodiments having two oppos-
ing double-walled side walls 4, e.g., on the short side of
the body 3 of the dispenser 1 are contemplated in a
similar manner. Similarly, it is also possible to have only
one single double-walled sidewall 4 on a short side of the
body 3 of the dispenser 1.
[0094] As illustrated in Figure 4 and highlighted by the
arrows provided therein, the inner wall 9 of the double-
walled side wall 4 is pivotable around a pivot axis 12
toward the inside of the body 3. In the example illustrated
in Figures 4 and 5, this applies for both of the opposing
double-walled side walls 4.
[0095] Havingan innerwall 9 that is pivotable about the
pivot axis 12 toward the inside of the body 3 is realized via

hinges that are provided at a lower end of the double-
walled side wall 4 adjacent the base 5. For example, the
hinges can be provided at the bottom of the double-
walled side wall 4, at a position where the side wall 4
contacts the base 5 in order to form the shape-like body 3
of the dispenser 1. Accordingly, and as illustrated by the
arrows of Figure 4, the inner wall 9 can be tilted about the
pivot axis 12 to open the space 11 being defined between
the inner wall 9 and the outer wall 10. By doing so, the
inner surface of the outer wall 10 that faces the inside of
the body 3 can be easily cleaned. The same applies for
the surface of the inner wall 9 that faces the outer wall 10.
[0096] Accordingly, the space 11 that is defined be-
tween the surface of the inner wall 9 that faces the outer
wall 10, and the surface of the outer wall 10 that faces
inwardly, i.e., towards the inner wall 9 can be opened in
order to allow a user to place a placard or sheet therein.
[0097] Such a placard or sheet can be a commercial,
an advertisement, a menu of a restaurant, or any other
information thatmay be useful for a user, e.g. a guest in a
restaurant. That placard or sheet may be in printed form
oreven includesomekindofdigital display.Yet, said list of
functionalities of such a placard or sheet is not limited to
the given examples.
[0098] In the illustrated embodiment, the pivot axis 12
isarrangedat the lowerendof thedouble-walledsidewall
4. Yet, in another, not illustrated embodiment, it is also
possible that said pivot axis 12 is arranged between the
lower end and the upper end of the double-walled side
wall 4. That is, a higher pivot axis 12 is provided such that
the innerwall 9and theouterwall 10 run inparallel to each
other below the pivot axis 12 along a vertical direction,
and only the part of the inner wall 9 that is arranged about
said pivot axis 12 is pivotable, i.e. can be hinged around
pivot axis 12.
[0099] To facilitate the opening of the space 11, that is,
thepivotingof the innerwall 9away from theouterwall 10,
in order to increase the space 11, a recess 14 can be
provided. In the embodiment illustrated, e.g., in Figures 4
and 5, said recess 14 is provided on an upper end of the
inner wall 9, in particular at a centrally located position of
the upper end of the inner wall 9. Yet, any other arrange-
ment of said recess 14 is also contemplated. For exam-
ple, it may also be possible to have a recess 14 on one of
the upper corners of the inner wall 9.
[0100] To hold the inner wall 9 at a constant distance
relative to the outer wall 10 in a use state, thatmeans, in a
state inwhich the innerwall 9 is not tilted toward the inside
and the napkin dispenser 1 is in use (as illustrated in
Figure 3), the inner wall 9 can be temporarily fixed to the
outer wall 10 via at least one releasable latch 13.
[0101] As can be taken from Figures 4 and 5, said
latches may, for example, be arranged on the upper
end of the outer wall 10 of the double-walled side wall
4 of the body 3. Yet, said latch 13 may also be provided,
for example, on any other one of the side walls 4, that are
not double walled. That means, latches 13 in such an
arrangement can also hold the inner wall 9 from the sides
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to thereby ensure that a constant distance between the
inner wall 9 and the outer wall 10 can be achieved. Yet,
Figures 4 and 5 illustrate an example of the latch 13 at a
top regionof thedouble-walled sidewall 4, in particularon
an upper end of the outer wall 10 thereof.
[0102] Due to such a configuration, a closed outer
surface of the dispenser 1 can be achieved.
[0103] The outer wall 10 can be transparent, such that
the whole surface of the double-walled side wall 4 of the
dispenser 1 can be used for displaying advertisements,
menus, or the like. Yet, it may also be possible to have
only apartially transparent outerwall 10, i.e., one inwhich
less than the entirety of the surface of that outer wall 28 is
transparent.
[0104] In other words, the transparent outer wall 10
may be considered as "window" that can be used to
display an advertisement, a menu, or the like. Due to
the described configuration, the dispenser 1 is closed to
the outside and thewindow, as provided by the outer wall
10, can be accessed from the inside of the dispenser 1,
such that nodust and/or dirt from theoutside canenter via
potential openings, recesses, or the like that may be
provided to access said inside of the "window".
[0105] In the illustratedembodiment, different placards
or sheets can be inserted into the two shown double-
walled side walls 4 of the body 3 of the dispenser 1.
[0106] To facilitate the understanding on how such a
placard or sheet in the example form of an advertisement
or a menu of a restaurant can be inserted into the space
11 defined between the inner wall 9 and the outer wall 10,
reference is now, once again, made the Figures 4 and 5.
[0107] In a first step, the lid 7 of the empty dispenser 1
(see Figure 1), is moved from the closed use position to
the open refilling position.
[0108] Subsequently, the latch 13 is released from the
inner wall 9, such that the inner wall 9 can be pivoted
inwardly and away from the outer wall 10 (see the arrows
in Figure 4).
[0109] In a next step, a sheet can be inserted into the
space 11 between the outer wall 10 and the inner wall 9.
This is possible, because the space 11 was increased by
said tilt movement of the inner wall 9 to the inside of the
body 3 of the dispenser 1.
[0110] The insertion of the advertisement and/or menu
(as an example of the placard or sheet) is illustrated by
the arrow in Figure 5.
[0111] Once said sheet is moved completely into the
space 11 the system can be closed again, such that the
dispenser 1 can be used.
[0112] To do so, the inner wall 9 is tilted back towards
the outer wall 10. Once the inner wall 9 and the outer wall
10 are both oriented so as to be parallel with each other, a
final position is reached, and the inserted sheet is ar-
ranged inside the space11definedby the innerwall 9 and
the outer wall 10. That is, the sheet is sealed in a space
that is defined by the outer wall 10 and the inner wall 9.
Then, to lock said closed position of the double-wall side
wall 4, the latch13 isused tofix the innerwall 9 to theouter

wall 10 again.
[0113] Finally, the dispenser 1 can then be filled with a
stackof napkins 1or canbeclosedwithout anynapkins 1.
To close said dispenser 1 again, the lid 7 is, in a final step,
moved from the open refilling position into the closed
used position.
[0114] Hence, a dispenser 1 can be achieved that
displays an advertisement, a menu, or the like without
permitting dust or other contaminants to enter through
any recesses or the like into the dispenser from the
outside. In addition, this prevents inadvertent or un-
authorized removal of the placard or sheet containing
the advertisement, menu, or the like.

List of reference numerals

[0115]

1 dispenser
2 sheet material
3 body
4 side wall
5 base
6 opening
7 lid
8 dispensing opening
9 inner wall
10 outer wall
11 space
12 pivot axis
13 releasable latches
14 recess

Claims

1. A dispenser (1) for dispensing sheet material (2),
comprising:

a body (3) having four side walls (4),
a base (5),
an opening (6) in a top of the body (3),
a lid (7) for covering the opening (6) in use and
enabling access to the opening (6) for refilling,
wherein the lid (7) has a dispensing opening (8)
therein to enable sheet material (2) to be dis-
pensed therefrom,
wherein at least one of the side walls (4) is a
double-walled sidewall comprising an innerwall
(9) and an outer wall (10), a space (11) being
defined between the inner wall (9) and the outer
wall (10), and
wherein at least part of the inner wall (9) is
pivotable around a pivot axis (12) to the inside
of the body (3), characterised in that
the innerwall (9) is hinged to the body (3) in such
a manner that the inner wall (9) can be tilted
away from the outer wall (10) via hinges pro-
vided on the body (3).
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2. The dispenser (1) according to claim 1, wherein the
pivot axis (12) extends in parallel to the base (5).

3. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the pivot axis (12) is arranged at a
lower end of the double walled side wall (4) adjacent
the base (5).

4. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the outer wall (10) is at least partially
transparent.

5. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein at least two of the side walls (4) are
double-walled side walls, and wherein both inner
walls (9) of the respective sidewalls (4) are pivotable
around respective pivot axes (12) to the inside of the
body (3).

6. The dispenser (1) according to claim 5, wherein two
opposing sidewalls (4) are double-walled sidewalls.

7. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims,wherein thebody (3) hasa rectangular shape
when seen in a plan view with two long side walls (4)
and two short side walls (4) respectively opposing
each other, wherein the at least one double-walled
sidewall is arrangedononeof the long sidewalls (4).

8. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the inner wall (9) is fixed to the outer
wall (10) via releasable latches (13).

9. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the inner wall (9) comprises at least
one recess (14) arranged at the upper end thereof.

10. The dispenser (1) according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the lid (7) is moveably attached to at
least one of the side walls (4) of the body (3) via a
hinge.

11. The dispenser (1) according to any of claims 1 to 9,
wherein the lid (7) is configured to be reversibly
removable and attachable to the body (3).

Patentansprüche

1. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) zum Ausgeben von Blatt-
material (2), umfassend:

einen Körper (3), der vier Seitenwände (4) auf-
weist,
eine Basis (5),
eine Öffnung (6) in einem Oberteil des Körpers
(3),
einen Deckel (7) zumAbdecken der Öffnung (6)

bei Gebrauch und zum Ermöglichen des Zu-
gangs zur Öffnung (6) zum Nachfüllen,
wobei der Deckel (7) eine darin befindliche Aus-
gabeöffnung (8) aufweist, um die Ausgabe von
Blattmaterial (2) daraus zu ermöglichen,
wobei mindestens eine der Seitenwände (4)
eine doppelwandige Seitenwand ist, die eine
innere Wand (9) und eine äußere Wand (10)
umfasst, wobei ein Raum (11) zwischen der
inneren Wand (9) und der äußeren Wand (10)
definiert ist, und
wobei zumindest ein Teil der inneren Wand (9)
um eine Schwenkachse (12) zur Innenseite des
Körpers (3) schwenkbar ist, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass
die innere Wand (9) an dem Körper (3) so an-
gelenkt ist, dass die innere Wand (9) über am
Körper (3) bereitgestellte Scharniere von der
äußeren Wand (10) weggeklappt werden kann.

2. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Schwenkachse (12) sicht parallel zur Basis (5) er-
streckt.

3. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
den Ansprüche. wobei die Schwenkachse (12) an
einem unteren Ende der doppelwandigen Seiten-
wand (4) neben der Basis (5) angeordnet ist.

4. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
den Ansprüche. wobei die äußereWand (10) zumin-
dest teilweise transparent ist.

5. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
den Ansprüche, wobei mindestens zwei der Seiten-
wände (4) doppelwandige Seitenwände sind und
wobei beide inneren Wände (9) der jeweiligen Sei-
tenwände (4) um jeweilige Schwenkachsen (12) zur
Innenseite des Körpers (3) schwenkbar sind.

6. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 5, wobei
zwei gegenüberliegende Seitenwände (4) doppel-
wandige Seitenwände sind.

7. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
den Ansprüche, wobei der Körper (3) in der Drauf-
sicht eine rechteckige Form mit zwei langen Seiten-
wänden (4) und zwei kurzen Seitenwänden (4) auf-
weist, die einander gegenüberliegen, wobei diemin-
destens eine doppelwandige Seitenwand an einer
der langen Seitenwände (4) angeordnet ist.

8. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
den Ansprüche, wobei die innere Wand (9) über
lösbare Riegel (13) an der äußeren Wand (10) be-
festigt ist.

9. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
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den Ansprüche, wobei die innere Wand (9) mindes-
tens eine Aussparung (14) umfasst, die am oberen
Ende davon angeordnet ist.

10. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der vorstehen-
denAnsprüche,wobei derDeckel (7) übereinSchar-
nier beweglich an mindestens einer der Seitenwän-
de (4) des Körpers (3) angebracht ist.

11. Ausgabevorrichtung (1) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 9, wobei der Deckel (7) so konfiguriert ist, dass
er reversibel abnehmbar und amKörper (3) anbring-
bar ist.

Revendications

1. Distributeur (1) pour distribuer un matériau en feuil-
les (2), comprenant :

un corps (3) présentant quatre parois latérales
(4),
une base (5),
une ouverture (6) dans une partie supérieure du
corps (3),
un couvercle (7) pour recouvrir l’ouverture (6)
pendant une utilisation et permettre un accès à
l’ouverture (6) pour un remplissage,
dans lequel le couvercle (7) présente une ou-
verture de distribution (8) à l’intérieur de celui-ci
pour permettre à un matériau en feuilles (2)
d’être distribué depuis celui-ci,
dans lequel au moins une des parois latérales
(4) est une paroi latérale à double paroi compre-
nant une paroi interne (9) et une paroi externe
(10), un espace (11) étant défini entre la paroi
interne (9) et la paroi externe (10), et
dans lequel au moins une partie de la paroi
interne (9) peut pivoter autour d’un axe de pivo-
tement (12) vers l’intérieur du corps (3), carac-
térisé en ce que
la paroi interne (9) est articulée sur le corps (3)
de tellemanière que la paroi interne (9) peut être
inclinée et éloignée de la paroi externe (10) via
des charnières prévues sur le corps (3).

2. Distributeur (1) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’axe de pivotement (12) s’étend parallèlement à la
base (5).

3. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel l’axe de pivote-
ment (12) est agencé au niveau d’une extrémité
inférieure de la paroi latérale à double paroi (4)
adjacente à la base (5).

4. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel la paroi externe

(10) est au moins partiellement transparente.

5. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel aumoins deux des
parois latérales (4) sont desparois latérales àdouble
paroi, et dans lequel les deux parois internes (9) des
parois latérales (4) respectives peuvent pivoter au-
tour d’axes de pivotement (12) respectifs vers l’inté-
rieur du corps (3).

6. Distributeur (1) selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
deux parois latérales opposées (4) sont des parois
latérales à double paroi.

7. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel le corps (3) pré-
sente une forme rectangulaire lorsqu’il est observé
dans une vue de dessus avec deux parois latérales
longues (4) et deux parois latérales courtes (4) res-
pectivement opposées l’une à l’autre, dans lequel
l’au moins une paroi latérale à double paroi est
agencée sur une des parois latérales longues (4).

8. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel la paroi interne (9)
est fixée à la paroi externe (10) via des verrous
libérables (13).

9. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel la paroi interne (9)
comprend au moins un évidement (14) agencé au
niveau de l’extrémité supérieure de celle-ci.

10. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel le couvercle (7) est
fixé de manière mobile à au moins une des parois
latérales (4) du corps (3) via une charnière.

11. Distributeur (1) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 9, dans lequel le couvercle (7) est confi-
guré pour être amovible et être fixé de manière
réversible au corps (3).
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