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(57) ABSTRACT 

A fishing lure including a U-shaped body having a primary 
member and a secondary member joined together by a 
crosspiece. A fishhook and a weight are affixed to the rear of 
the primary member. The weight has a bulb and a rearwardly 
extending stem that terminates at an enlarged shoulder. A 
detachable blade harness is releasably attached to the weight 
and includes an elastomeric tether to which is rotatably 
attached a pair of spinner blades. A buZZ blade is rotatably 
attached to the secondary member. 
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FISHING LURE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates generally to appara 
tus for fishing, trapping and Vermin destroying and, more 
particularly, to artificial fishing baits with movably con 
nected rigid lure members. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 For generations, fishermen have developed lures 
for attracting and catching fish. One popular and effective 
top-water lure, the buzz-bait, includes a wire body with a 
water-churning propeller at one end and a fishhook hidden 
by a number of wiggling filaments at the other. Many game 
fish find the sight of churning water and wiggling filaments 
to be an irresistible inducement to strike, but many of the 
largest game fish do not seem to find Such an offering worth 
the trouble. 
0003. Some fishermen have attached one or more spinner 
blades to the wire body of a buzz bait in an effort to simulate 
a small School of fish with the hope of attracting giant 
quarry. While these enhanced buzz baits have been success 
ful in catching larger fish, they do have some drawbacks. 
Aside from costing more than baits with a single spinner 
blade, perhaps their most significant drawback is that they 
do not permit the extra spinner blades to be easily changed 
So as to permit effective fishing in a variety of environments. 
So, an enhanced buZZ bait, configured for attracting one 
species of fish in one environment, is not effective in 
attracting another sort of fish in another environment. Thus, 
the appeal of these baits has, heretofore, been solely to 
professionals and highly skilled amateurs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0004. In light of the problems associated with the known 
buzz baits with extra spinner blades, it is a principal object 
of the invention to provide a fishing lure that, when 
retrieved, has a realistic Swimming motion simulative of a 
Small School of bait fish. Among other things, the number, 
size, and color of the simulated baitfish can be easily 
changed by a fisherman to Suit the fishing environment. Such 
a lure will attract and catch more fish than lures now 
available. For users of the lure, then, fishing will prove to be 
a more productive pastime. 
0005. It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a fishing lure of the type described that is easy to use 
and can be deployed with minimal instruction and without 
resort to any tools. The fishing lure is intuitive to use. 
0006. It is an object of the invention to provide improved 
features and arrangements thereof in a fishing lure for the 
purposes described that is lightweight in construction, inex 
pensive to manufacture, and fully dependable in use. 
0007 Briefly, the fishing lure in accordance with this 
invention achieves the intended objects by featuring a body 
having a primary member and a secondary member joined 
by a crosspiece. A fishhook and a weight are affixed to the 
primary member. The weight has a bulb and a stem that 
terminates at an enlarged shoulder. A blade harness is 
releasably attached to the weight. The harness has: an 
elastomeric tether with a tubular sleeve positioned upon the 
stem, a pair of retaining arms extending from the sleeve, and 
a respective one of a pair of cups affixed to each of the arms 
and having a socket therein. An eyebolt is screwed into each 
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socket. A swivel connector is attached to each eyebolt. A first 
spinner blade is attached to each swivel connector. A buzz 
blade is rotatably attached to the secondary member. 
0008. The foregoing and other objects, features, and 
advantages of the present invention will become readily 
apparent upon further review of the following detailed 
description of the preferred embodiment as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0009. The present invention may be more readily 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 
0010 FIG. 1 is a side view of a fishing lure in accordance 
with the present invention with portions broken away to 
reveal details thereof. 
0011 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a portion of the 
fishing lure of FIG. 1 with the spinner blade harness being 
shown in a detached condition. 
0012 FIG. 3 is a side view of the blade harness forming 
part of the fishing lure. 
0013 Similar reference characters denote corresponding 
features consistently throughout the accompanying draw 
1ngS. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

0014) Referring now to the FIGS., a fishing lure in 
accordance with the present invention is shown at 10. Lure 
10 includes a wire body 12 that carries a fishhook 14 and a 
buZZ blade 16 in a spaced apart relationship. Fishhook 14 is 
camouflaged by a skirt 18 and a blade carrying harness 20 
that are releasably fastened to body 12. Another spinner 
blade 22 is attached to body 12 adjacent buzz blade 16 to 
further impart to lure 10 the appearance of a small school of 
minnows. 
0015 Wire body 12 has a primary member 24 and a 
secondary member 26 joined together by a crosspiece 28 in 
a U-shaped arrangement. As shown, primary member 24 is 
Somewhat longer than secondary member 26 that is some 
what longer than crosspiece 28. The front of primary mem 
ber 24 is provided with a crook 30 for the attachment of a 
fishing line 32 to lure 10. The rear of primary member 24, 
however, is provided with a closed loop 34 for the attach 
ment of fishhook 14. Similarly, the rear of secondary mem 
ber 26 is provided with a closed loop 36 that serves as an 
attachment point for spinner blade 22. 
0016 Fishhook 14 includes a shank 38 having an eye 40 
formed at one end thereof and an open hook 42 formed at the 
other end thereof. Hook 42 terminates at a barb 44 for 
penetrating the mouth of a fish. Loop 34 extends through eye 
40 so as to attach fishhook 14 to body 12. 
0017. A streamlined weight 46 is affixed to the rear of 
primary member 24. Weight 46 has a bulb 48 that encloses 
both loop 34 and eye 40. A stem 50 of reduced diameter 
extends rearwardly from bulb 48 and encloses a short 
segment of shank 38. Stem 50 terminates at an enlarged 
shoulder 52 that also encloses a bit of shank 38. If desired, 
weight 46 can be coated with paint or colored plastic and can 
be provided with indicia 54 with the appearance of eyeballs 
to simulate the appearance of a minnow. 
0018. A skirt 18 is releasably attached to weight 46. Skirt 
18 includes an elastomeric band 56 adapted for snug, yet 
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releasable, positioning about stem 50. Extending through the 
center of band 56 is a number of colorful, rubber strips 58 
to that serve to conceal fishhook 14 and also to attract fish 
by their wiggling motion in water. In use, band 56, with 
rubber strips 58 extending through it, is slid along the length 
of fishhook 14, over shoulder 52, and onto the front of stem 
SO. 

0019 Detachable blade harness 20 is releasably attached 
to weight 46 adjacent skirt 18. Harness 20 includes an 
elastomeric tether 60 that has a tubular sleeve 62 at its center 
configured for a Snug, yet releasable, fit upon stem 50 next 
to band 56. Affixed to, and extending outwardly from, the 
opposite sides of sleeve 62 is a pair of retaining arms 64 that 
flutter when drawn through water. Affixed to, and extending 
outwardly from, the free end of each of arms 64 is one of a 
pair cups 66. Each cup 66 defines an outwardly opening 
socket 68 for the attachment of a pair of spinner blades 70 
to tether 60. 
0020. A respective one of a pair of spinner blades 70 is 
attached to each end of tether 60. As illustrated, each blade 
70 has an outline resembling that of a willow leaf and is, 
also, concave on one side and convex on the other. A hole to 
72 is provided at the front of each blade 70 to which the back 
of a respective one of a pair of swivel connectors 74 is 
joined. The front of each swivel connector 74 is joined to the 
closed loop or eye 76 of a respective one of a pair of eyebolts 
78. The threaded shaft 80 of each eyebolt 78 is screwed into 
a respective one of sockets 68 so that eye 76 projects 
outwardly from a cup 66 and spinner blades 70 turn freely 
relative to elastomeric tether 60 by means of swivel con 
nectors 74. 

0021 Buzz, blade 16 is formed from sheet metal and 
rotates on secondary member 26. BuZZ blade 16 includes a 
substantially planar body 82 with apertured lugs 84 and 86 
respectively disposed at the front and rear of body 82 
through which secondary member 26 freely extends. A pair 
of semicircular wings 88 and 90 project downwardly and 
outwardly from opposite sides of body 82. In FIG. 1, wing 
88 projects away from the viewer and wing 90 projects 
toward the viewer so as impart a pressure differential on 
body that causes buzz blade 16 to rotate about secondary 
member 26 when lure 10 moves in water. Serving as 
bearings to ensure the free rotation of buzz, blade 16, a bead 
92 is disposed at the front of secondary member 26 and a 
grommet 94 is disposed at the rear of secondary member 26 
adjacent loop 36. 
0022. A spinner blade 22 is attached to loop 36. Like 
blades 70, blade 22 is willow leaf-shaped and is concave on 
one side thereof and convex on the other side thereof. A hole 
96 is provided at the front of blade 22 to which the back of 
a swivel connector 98 is joined. The front of swivel con 
nector 98 is joined to loop 36 so as to permit blade 22 to 
rotate about its longitudinal axis adjacent fishhook 14. 
0023 The use of fishing lure 10 is straightforward. First, 
fishing line 32 is tied within crook 30 to wire body 12. Next, 
if such is not already in place, detachable blade carrying 
harness 20 is secured by means of tether sleeve 62 to stem 
50 of weight 46. Now, lure 10 can be put into a body of water 
in an effort to catch fish. 
0024 Lure 10 is cast and retrieved in the usual manner by 
means of a rod and reel (not shown). During retrieval, lure 
10 can be given a wiggling action by manipulating the rod 
and reel so that buzz, blade 16 and spinner blades 22 and 70 
to visually simulate the erratic motions of a small school of 
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wounded minnows that game fish find attractive. Further 
more, the wiggling of arms 64 of tether 60 permit blades 70 
to occasionally tap fishhook 14 and one another to produce 
sonic emanations that travel away from lure 10 to attract 
game fish that cannot see lure 10. For game fish that can see 
lure 10, rubber strips 58 of skirt 18 enhance the tendency of 
game fish to strike. 
0025 If game fish do not appear to be biting, replacing 
harness 20 with another one, can enhance opportunities for 
a strike. The second harness 20 can be provided with spinner 
blades that are a different color, or size, or weight, or shape, 
than the first harness 20. Alternatively, skirt 18 can be 
removed or replaced by one with rubber strips 58 having a 
different color or length. Also, any of spinner blades 22 and 
70 can be removed by manipulating swivel connectors 74 
and 98 in the normal way. Thus, lure 10 can be adjusted to 
maximize strikes from game fish in a variety of environ 
mentS. 

0026. When a fish strikes lure 10, a tug is felt on line 32 
and fishhook 14 is set in the mouth of the fish by pulling 
sharply on line 32. After line 32 is reeled in, the just-caught 
fish can be released from fishhook 14 and either set free or 
harvested. Use of lure 10, will provide a fisherman with 
more opportunities to make Such a choice than has been 
previously possible. 
0027. When a fisherman has caught his limit or has 
otherwise decided to terminate his fishing efforts, lure 10 can 
be detached from line 32 and placed in a tackle box for reuse 
at a convenient time. No further disassembly of lure 10 is 
required as its compact size lends itself easy storage in a 
tackle box. The process of setting up lure 10 for use or 
Stowing lure 10 after use requires just a few minutes to 
complete. 
(0028. While fishing lure 10 has been described with a 
high degree of particularity, it will be appreciated by those 
skilled in the art that modifications can be made to it. 
Therefore, it is to be understood that the present invention is 
not limited solely to fishing lure 10 described above, but 
encompasses any and all fishing lure embodiments within 
the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A fishing lure, comprising: 
a U-shaped body for tying to a fishing line and having a 

primary member and a secondary member joined by a 
crosspiece; 

a fishhook being affixed to the rear of said primary 
member, 

a weight being affixed to the rear of said primary member, 
said weight having a bulb and a stem extending rear 
wardly from said bulb, and said stem terminating at an 
enlarged shoulder, 

a detachable blade harness being releasably attached to 
said weight, said harness including: 
an elastomeric tether including: 

a tubular sleeve being positioned upon said stem 
between said bulb and said shoulder; 

a pair of retaining arms being affixed to, and extend 
ing outwardly from, said sleeve; and, 

a pair of cups, each of said cups being affixed to a 
respective one of said retaining arms, each of said 
cups having a socket therein; 

a pair of eyebolts, each of said eyebolts being attached 
to a respective one of said cups, and each of said 
eyebolts having a threaded shaft screwed into a 
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Socket in a respective one of said cups and also 
having an eye affixed to said threaded shaft; 

a pair of first swivel connectors, each of said first 
Swivel connectors being attached to a respective one 
of said eyes; 

a pair of first spinner blades, each of said first spinner 
blades being attached to a respective one of said first 
Swivel connectors; and, 

a buzz, blade being rotatably attached to said secondary 
member. 

2. The fishing lure according to claim 1 wherein said 
secondary member is provided with a closed loop at the rear 
thereof and said fishing lure further comprises: 

a second Swivel connector being attached to said closed 
loop; and, 

a second spinner blade being attached to said second 
Swivel connector. 

3. The fishing lure according to claim 1 further compris 
ing a skirt for camouflaging said fishhook, said skirt includ 
1ng: 

an elastomeric band Snugly, yet releasable, positioning 
upon said stem adjacent said tubular sleeve; and, 

a plurality of rubber strips extending through said elas 
tomeric band and outwardly therefrom. 

4. A fishing lure, comprising: 
a U-shaped body for tying to a fishing line and having a 

primary member and a secondary member joined by a 
crosspiece, said secondary member having a closed 
loop at the rear thereof; 

a fishhook being affixed to the rear of said primary 
member; 

a weight being affixed to the rear of said primary member, 
said weight having a bulb and a stem extending rear 
wardly from said bulb, and said stem terminating at an 
enlarged shoulder, 
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a detachable blade harness being releasably attached to 
said weight, said harness including: 
an elastomeric tether including: 

a tubular sleeve being positioned upon said stem 
between said bulb and said shoulder; 

a pair of retaining arms being affixed to, and extend 
ing outwardly from, said sleeve; 

a pair of cups, each of said cups being affixed to a 
respective one of said retaining arms, each of said 
cups having a socket therein; 

a pair of eyebolts, each of said eyebolts being attached 
to a respective one of said cups, and each of said 
eyebolts having a threaded shaft screwed into a 
Socket in a respective one of said cups and also 
having an eye affixed to said threaded shaft; 

a pair of first swivel connectors, each of said first 
Swivel connectors being attached to a respective one 
of said eyes; and, 

a pair of first spinner blades, each of said first spinner 
blades being attached to a respective one of said first 
Swivel connectors; 

a buzz, blade being rotatably attached to said secondary 
member, 

a second Swivel connector being attached to said closed 
loop: 

a second spinner blade being attached to said second 
Swivel connector, and, 

a skirt for camouflaging said fishhook, said skirt includ 
ing: 
an elastomeric band Snugly, yet releasable, positioning 
upon said stem adjacent said tubular sleeve; and, 

a plurality of rubber strips extending through said 
elastomeric band and outwardly therefrom. 
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