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This invention relates to key holders, and more par-
ticularly to a detachable key chain which can be quickly
detached from another chain carrying additional keys.

The primary object of the invention is to provide a
device which will hold a driver’s license, and also has
a pair of key chains, one of which may be detached by
applying a slight pressure to a resilient plug.

Frequently, when leaving an automobile at a_garage
or parking lot, it is desirable to leave only the ignition
key, while the trunk key and house key can be retained
by the owner, together with a cartridge containing the
driver’s license. With the present invention, it is merely
necessary to compress the resilient plug slightly and it
may be removed with the keys on the attached chain.
The plug will stay on the chain and may be reattached
to the cartridge whenever desired.

The invention is illustrated in a preferred embodiment
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevational view of the device; Fig. 2,
a longitudina] sectional view of the same; Fig. 3, an e~-
larged elevational view of the resilient plug; Fig. 4, an
end elevational view of the same; and Fig. 5, a sectional
view, taken as indicated at line 5—5 of Fig. 2.

In the embodiment illustrated, all of the parts except
the key chains are preferably made of a resilient plastic
material such as cellulose acetate. A hollow cylindricai
cartridge 6 is formed of a body-part 7 and a telescoping
cap-part 8. A frictional fit is found to be satisfactory,
but threads may be used, if preferred. A flanged keeper
member 9 is provided in the cap 8, and has an eyelet pos-
tion 10 extending through an end aperture. An ordinary
key chain 11 extends through the eyelet and may hold a
group of keys, and will also prevent the keeper from slid-
ing too far into the cartridge.

The body-part 7 has a round end aperture 12 to receive
a pair of notched fingers 13 provided on a resilient plastic
plug 14. Between the fingers 13 is a rounded opening
15, to receive a second key chain 16.

To detach the plug and chain from: the cartridge it is
merely necessary to apply finger pressure along opposite
sides of the fingers 13, just outside of the cartridge 6.
The plug may then be withdrawn, and it will stay attached
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to the chain 16 without danger of falling off. To re-
assemble, it is merely necessary to force the plug into
the opening 12. In use, a driver’s license may be rolled
up and placed within the cartridge. A group of keys
which the owner desires to retain are placed on the chain
11, and the key which is to be detached is placed on the
chain 16. It will be noted that there is no danger of the
plug being accidentally detached by squeezing or pressure
in the pocket of the owner. To detach the plug, the pres-
sure must be applied across the fingers 13 in rear of the
end of the body 7.

The foregoing detailed description is given for clear-
ness of understanding only, and no unnecessary limita-
tions should be understood therefrom, for some modifi-
cations will be obvious to those skilled in the art.

I claim:

A detachable key holder, comprising: a hollow car-
tridge of plastic material provided with an aperture at
one end, said cartridge having an inner bounding surface
about the aperture extending radially from the aperture
axis; and a substantially cylindrical resilient plug of plas-
tic material divided along a part of its length to form a
pair of similar fingers each provided with an arcuate
notch near the base of the finger, said fingers each having
an arcuate shoulder forming one side of the notch so as
to lay against said surface about the aperture when the
fingers are forcibly inserted through the aperture so that
the notches may grasp the periphery of the cartridge
aperture, the inner side of said notch and the inner radi-
ally extending surface about said aperture abutting to
provide a lock against accidental removal of said plug,
said body being divided outwardly beyond said shoulders
so that said fingers have a length to extend outside the
cartridge to provide an area for finger pressure there-
against said fingers being spaced apart a distance greater
than the depth of the notch to permit the fingers to be
moved together to release the piug from the cartridge,
and said plug having a rounded opening between the
ﬁ]111g§rs at the base thereof for threadably receiving a key
chain,
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