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fitch States latent ()ffice. 
PETER. W. N E E R Us, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Letters Patent No. 111,559, dated February 7, 1871. 

MPROVEMENT IN MATS, 

The schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 

Be it known that I, PETER. W. NEEFUs, of the 
city of New York and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and improved Mat; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing making a part of this specifi 
cation. 

This invention relates to that kind of mat in which 
strips of rubber or other similar elastic material are. 
secured in a plate in such manner. that the edges of 
the strips project above the plate and form elastic ribs 
or projections, upon which the feet may be cleaned. 
The invention described herein refers to a netlhod 

of securing the elastic projections, and consists in 
bending up the edges of a strip of rubber and insert 
ing such edges from beneath, through slots in a plate. 
This plate, when laid upon the floor, holds the strip in 
place, and the edges of the strip protrude above the 
plate to a sufficient height to form elastic cleaning sur 

In the drawing 
Figure 1. represents a plan view of one of my im 

proved mats secured to a piece, A, which may repre 
sent a portion of a Wood, metal, or stone step or 
floor. 

Figure 2 is a central vertical cross-section of the 
Se. 

The body of the mat consists of a plate, B, made of 
any suitable material, but preferably of metal. 
This plate Bisprovided with a number of slots, and 

around the bottom of eacli of the alternate bars, sep 
arating two of such slots, is bent a sheet of rubber, I), 
tle edges of which pass through the slots and protrude 
above the upper surface of the plate, forming two elas 
tic ribs or projections, a cu, upon which the feet may 
be cleaned. 
The bottom of the plate B, underneath the bars 

which separate the slots, may be recessed, as shown, 

thus reducing the thickness of the bars; but this re. 
cess should be of slightly less depth than the tluick 
ness of the elastic strips D, so that the latter will be 
slightly compressed, and thereby held in place by the 
weight of the mat. 

In some cases Imake each of the alternate bal's Cin 
a separate piece, and, secure the ends of the same in 
any suitable manner in the plate B. 
As shown in the drawing, the ends of the bal's Care 

thinned, and secured by means of screws in grooves 
formed in the upper surface of plate B. 
The slots in plate IB may be cored out or cut in a 

solid plate with a milling-tool or equivalent device. 
The projections at at may be of any desired height 

or thickness. - 

I prefer that the strips D be from one-sixteenth to 
one-eighth of all inch thick, and that the edges (c. (t 
project above the plate a distance equal to from three 
to four times the thickness of the strip. 
The weight of the mat will, in many cases, be suf 

ficient to keep it in place when in use; but to prevent 
it from being shifted or stolen, screws may be put 
through any part of the body B into the floor or step, 
or into nuts let into the stone steps or door-sills. A 
chain may also be readily secured to the mat. 

. The strips D may be made of any suitable elastic 
substance, such, for instance, as vulcanized India rub 
bcr, or either of the various compounds of that or 
other gums. 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
The elastic strips D, combined with the bars C of 

plate B, substantially as shown and described. 
PIETER. W. NIEEEUS. 

Witnesses: 
CHAs E. EMERY, 
T. B. BEECHER. 

  

  

  


