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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Georer W. Bownax,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Salem, in the county of Dent and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful
Brace, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. .

This invention relates to an improvement
in braces for the bows of vehicle tops.

The primary object of said invention is to
provide a simple and economically manu-
factured device of this character which may
be readily positioned on one of the top sup-
ports and which will conveniently support
said top when in its folded position.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts and in
the details of construction hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, it being understood
that changes in the precise embodiment of
the invention herein disclosed can be made
within the scope of what is claimed without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

In the drawings,—TFigure 1 is a side ele-
vation showing a buggy top equipped with
the brace, Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
brace, Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the lock-
ing device; Fig. 4 is an end view of said
locking device in its closed position; and
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the same.

The device consists of a beam 10, one end
of which is bent to form a supporting arm
11, the end portion of which is concaved
and adapted to receive the bow 12. A cen-
tral support 13 is either formed integral
or secured to the member 10, said support
being provided with a hook 14 which can
be formed integral with the support 13; thus
the concaved end of the support 11 contacts
with one edge of the bow, while the hook
14 contacts with the other edge. Arranged
at the other end of the beam 10 is a support
15 similar to the support 11, the same be-
ing provided with a retaining hook 16 dis-
posed in the same manner as the hook 14
overhanging the end portion of the sup-
port 15. The support 15 is reduced to re-

ceive a locking device 17, the edge 15’ of the
support and the edge 17" of the locking de-
vice being beveled, a securing device 18 pass-

ing centrally through the upper portion of
the support 15 in the central portion of the
member 17, thus allowing the member 17
to swing to the position shown in Fig. 5, the
face 19 of the member 15 being beveled to
agree with one of the beveled ends 20 of
the latch member 17, thus permitting its
movement in one direction and restricting
its movement in the other direction; the
other end of said latch member being bev-
eled, its face being concaved and provided
with corrugations 21 which, when the latch
member is swung to the position shown in
Fig. 2 securely grip the bow, preventing the
displacement of the brace and preventing
movement of the same on the bow. Secured
at a point immediately below the surface
19 with which the end portion of the latch
member 20 contacts, is a spring pressed ro-
tary latch member which said member be-
ing elongated and when in its locked posi-
tion it contacts with the end portion of the
latch member 17, the same being thus pre-
vented from movement in either direction.

It will be noted from the foregoing that
a device of this character, while simple in
construction, will be found efficient in prac-
tice, the brace being readily and conven-
iently positioned on the bow, the same being
of a construction which will effectually sup-
peort the top.

What is claimed is:—

1. A device of the class described consist-
ing of a beam, a plurality of right angular
extensions arranged on said beam, said ex-
tensions being provided with securing de-
vices arranged to contact with the bow of
a vehicle hood, one of said extensions be-
ing provided with a pivoted latch member,
said latch member having a corrugated face,
and means for holding said latch member
against movement.

2. A device of the class described consist-
ing of a beam, said beam being provided
with a plurality of supports, one of said
supports being formed with a hook arranged
to embrace one edge of a vehicle bow, and
a pivoted latch member co-acting with said
hook to engage the opposite face of said
bow, and means for holding said pivoted
portion in locked position.

3. A device of the class described consist-
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ing of a beam, said beam being provided In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
with a plurality of extensions adapted to | my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
engage the bow of a vehicle hood, a hook | in the presence of two witnesses.

formed on one of said extensions, said ex- GEORGE W. BOWMAN.
tension being reduced, its reduced portion Witnesses: ’

being beveled and a beveled latch member B. F. BrASLEY,

pivotally supported by said reduced portion. | Joun G. BoraM.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”




