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(57) ABSTRACT 

A portable thermally insulated beverage carrier having an 
adjustable neck strap with a cooling gel neck pouch, an exter 
nal Zippered pouch, and a collapsible base. The beverage 
carrier is made of a flexible insulating material Such as neo 
prene. Other variations include a rigid base with an inset 
bottle opener, and a Zippered base containing a detachable 
floating pedestal. Indicia can be placed on the beverage car 
rier to enhance its appearance. 
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PORTABLE NSULATED BEVERAGE 
CARRIER WITH NECK STRAP 

0001. This application claims benefit of Prov. No. 61/461, 
732 filed Jan. 24, 2011. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003) Applicants invention relates to beverage handling 
and insulation. More specifically, the invention relates to a 
portable insulated beverage carrier for stowing and transport 
ing beverages around the neck of the user while simulta 
neously cooling the neck of the user. 
0004 2. Background Information 
0005 Consumers currently have several options for insu 
lated beverage carriers but very few effective options that 
allow for hands free operation. Existing insulated beverage 
carriers that allow for hands free operation are of poor design 
and construction and do not solve the problem at hand. These 
existing options are also limited in the range of their useful 
CSS. 

0006 Furthermore, many of the activities that would 
necessitate hands free operation in a beverage carrier are 
outdoor activities that typically occur in warmer weather. 
This invention was created to solve the problems listed above. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007 Accordingly, it is a principal object of the invention 
to provide a portable thermally insulated beverage carrier. 
The present invention is a portable insulated beverage carrier 
that allows the user to insulate and carry a beverage Sus 
pended around their neck which allows the user to perform 
other activities with their hands. 
0008. It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
cooling neck strap that cools the neck of the user. 
0009. It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
pocket for the user to carry Small items such as cash, identi 
fication cards, and credit cards. 
0010. It is a further object of the invention to provide the 
user with a flotation device for the beverage carrier to allow 
the user to use the invention hands free in a body of water such 
as a Swimming pool or lake. 
0011 Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
beverage bottle opener that is unobtrusive and allows the user 
to open bottles without carrying a separate bottle opener. 
0012. It is an object of the invention to provide improved 
elements and arrangements of thereof in a portable thermally 
insulated beverage carrier for the purposes described which is 
Superior to existing products, inexpensive, dependable, effec 
tive, and inconspicuous in accomplishing its intended objec 
tives. 
0013 To meet the above objectives, the present invention 
provides a neoprene beverage carrier that has an adjustable 
neck strap. In a first embodiment, the neck strap contains a 
pouch adjacent to the back of the user's neck. The user can put 
a cooling gel pack into this pouch which cools the back of the 
user's neck. The carrier has a zippered exterior pocket for the 
user to carry Small items such as cash, identification cards, 
and credit cards. The carrier is capable of collapsing when it 
does not contain a beverage and can be stored in the user's 
pocket or remain around the user's neck in this low-profile 
form. 
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0014. An alternate embodiment of the invention has a rigid 
base with an inset bottle opener. This is a significant improve 
ment over other carriers that require the user to have another 
tool attached to the carrier or on their person in order to open 
bottles. 

0015. Alternate embodiments of the invention contain a 
flotation device to keep the carrier with a full beverage float 
ing upright in water. Therefore the inventionallows for hands 
free use even if the user is in a Swimming pool or lake. One of 
the floating embodiments has a Zippered compartment at the 
base of the carrier that holds an inflatable ring which the user 
can remove and inflate. When placed around the outside of the 
carrier the ring will provide sufficient buoyancy to keep the 
beverage carrier upright. The ring can be moved up and down 
on the exterior of the carrier to adjust for the weight of the 
beverage. Another floating embodiment has a segmented ring 
that Snaps to the bottom of the carrier. The ring segments are 
attached by elastic bands that allow the user to open the ring 
and place it on the outside of the carrier. Once again, the ring 
can be moved up and down on the exterior of the carrier to 
adjust for the weight of the beverage. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0016 FIG. 1. is a three-dimensional perspective view of 
an embodiment of the present invention as viewed from the 
front. 
0017 FIG. 2. is a three-dimensional cutaway view of the 
rigid base embodiment of the present invention as viewed 
from the front. 
0018 FIG. 3. is a three-dimensional view of the collaps 
ible base embodiment of the present invention as viewed from 
the front. 
0019 FIG. 4. is a collapsed view of the collapsible base 
embodiment of the present invention as viewed from the 
front. 

0020 FIG. 5. is a three-dimensional view of an embodi 
ment of the present invention with a flotation ring. 
0021 FIG. 6. is a three-dimensional view of an embodi 
ment of the present invention with an attachable flotation ring. 
0022 FIG. 7... is a three-dimensional view of an embodi 
ment of the present invention with an Zippered compartment 
in the base of the container where a flotation device can be 
stored. 

0023 FIG. 8. is a three-dimensional view of an embodi 
ment of the present invention with an Zippered compartment 
in the base of the container where a flotation device can be 
stored, showing the flotation in use. 
0024 FIG. 9. is a detailed view of an embodiment of the 
present invention with an attachable flotation ring, showing 
the flotation in its closed position and a method of attachment 
to the container. 

0025 FIG. 10. is a detailed view of the neck strap portion 
of the present invention, showing the neck pouch for the neck 
cooling insert. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0026. The present invention as depicted in FIGS. 1, 3, 4, 
and 10 is a thermally insulated beverage carrier with a cooling 
neck strap 1. In this embodiment the insulating container is 
made of neoprene or aeroprene and the neck strap is made of 
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a nylon material. In this embodiment of the invention, the 
neck strap is sewn 4 to the interior of the insulating con 
tainer 

0027 on opposite sides. The neck strap 1 can also attach 
via alternative methods such as a button or a clip. The neck 
strap 1 is of sufficient length that when the user places it 
around his/her neck, the beverage carrierrests approximately 
against the upper chest of the user. The neck strap 
0028 attaches near the upper edge of the insulating con 
tainer 2 which keeps the beverage carrier in an upright 
position when placed around the user's neck. 
0029. In this embodiment of the invention, the neck strap 
1 is adjustable. The adjustment assembly 3 is a rigid mate 

rial Such as plastic and is known to those in the art. The neck 
strap 
0030 attaches to the adjustment assembly 3 at each end 
of the neck strap. The neck strap 1 is of sufficient length that 
when looped through the adjustment assembly 3, the user is 
able to lengthen or shorten the neck strap. 
0031. In this embodiment of the invention, the neck strap 
1 has a cooling pocket 9 as depicted in FIG. 10. This 
cooling pocket 9 is made of a flexible material such as 
neoprene or spandex that expands 10 to allow a cooling pack 
to be inserted. The cooling pocket 9, as depicted in FIG. 10, 
of this preferred embodiment consists of two overlapping 
pieces of flexible material 9 that are sewn to the neck strap 
1. The overlap forms an opening running parallel to the neck 
band 1. This opening can be stretched open easily by the 
user. This cooling pocket 9 is positioned on the downward 
side of the neck strap 1 Such that when the user is wearing 
the beverage container the cooling pocket 9 is adjacent to 
the user's neck. Other embodiments of the invention utilize a 
pouch that is permanently fastened on three sides with an 
opening on the fourth side. This opening can be closed using 
a button, Velcro or equivalents. A cooling pouch is inserted 
into the cooling pocket which cools the user when he/she is 
wearing the beverage container. In this preferred embodi 
ment, the cooling pouch contains gel which can be frozen and 
is known to those in the art. Alternate embodiments of the 
cooling pouch use wateractivated polymers which are known 
to those in the art. After activation the cooling pouch provides 
hours of cooling before requiring refreezing or reactivation. 
The cooling pocket and cooling pouch are complimentarily 
sized so the cooling pouchdoes not dislodge from the cooling 
pocket during regular usage. 
0032. The preferred embodiment has a zippered 6 pocket 
5 attached to the exterior of the insulating container 2 as 
depicted in FIG. 3. 
0033. As depicted in FIG.3, in this preferred embodiment, 
the insulating container 2 contains cutouts 8 in the base. 
These cutouts are on each side of the base, below where the 
neck strap 1 is attached 4 to the insulating container. These 
cutouts 8 allow the insulating container 2 to fold flat as 
depicted in FIG. 4. 
0034. The preferred embodiments of the present invention 
disclosed herein are intended to be illustrative only and are 
not intended to limit the scope of the invention. It should be 
understood by those skilled in the art that various modifica 
tions and adaptations of the present invention as well as 
alternative embodiments of the present invention may be 
contemplated. 
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0035. It is to be understood that the present invention is not 
limited to the sole embodiments described above, but encom 
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the fol 
lowing claims. 

I claim: 
1. A beverage carrier, comprising: 
an insulating container consisting of an upper portion and 

a base portion, said upper portion made of a flexible 
insulating material that conforms to the shape of a bev 
erage container, said base portion made of a flexible 
insulating material; and 

a neck strap assembly attached at both ends to said upper 
portion, said neck strap assembly of Sufficient length to 
be worn around the neck of the consumer and having 
sufficient strength to support the weight of a full bever 
age container, wherein said neck strap assembly consists 
of a neck band and a length-adjusting means, said 
length-adjusting means for adjusting the length of said 
neck strap assembly. 

2. The beverage holder of claim 1, further comprising: 
a pocket attached to the exterior wall of said upper portion, 

wherein said pocket contains a closure means for closure 
of said pocket to allow for secure storage of articles 
within said pocket. 

3. The beverage holder of claim 2, further comprising: 
a cooling pouch engaged to said neck band, adjacent to said 

consumer's neck; and 
a cooling pack capable of insertion into said cooling pouch 

Such that it lays against the neck of the consumer, 
wherein said cooling pouch contains a closure means for 
closure of said cooling pouch to secure said cooling pack 
within said cooling pouch. 

4. The beverage carrier of claim 3, further comprising: 
said base portion containing cutouts, said cutouts allowing 

said insulating container to collapse for storage when 
not in use by the consumer. 

5. The beverage carrier of claim 2, further comprising: 
said base portion made of a rigid material; and 
a bottle opening means inset in said base portion of said 

insulating container for bottle opening by consumer. 
6. A beverage carrier, comprising: 
an insulating container consisting of an upper portion and 

a base portion, said upper portion made of a flexible 
insulating material that conforms to the shape of the 
beverage container, said base portion made of an insu 
lating material; 

a neck strap assembly attached at both ends to said upper 
portion, said neck strap assembly of Sufficient length to 
be worn around the neck of the consumer and having 
sufficient strength to support the weight of a full bever 
age container, wherein said neck strap assembly consists 
of a neck band and a length-adjusting means, said 
length-adjusting means for adjusting the length of said 
neck strap assembly; 

a pocket attached to the exterior wall of said upper portion, 
wherein said pocket contains a closure means for closure 
of said pocket to allow for secure storage of articles 
within said pocket; 

a cooling pouch engaged to said neck band, adjacent to said 
consumer's neck; 

a cooling pack capable of insertion into said cooling pouch 
Such that it lays against the neck of the consumer, 
wherein said cooling pouch contains a closure means for 
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closure of said cooling pouch to secure said cooling pack 
within said cooling pouch; and 

a flotation ring consisting of semi-rigid segments con 
nected by expandable straps, said flotation ring engaged 
to said base potion by a connection means for connect 
ing said flotation ring to said base portion, wherein said 
flotation ring is capable of expanding to encircle the 
exterior of said upper portion, wherein said flotation ring 
is of Sufficient size that when placed around said upper 
portion, said insulating container with a full beverage 
container will float upright in water. 

7. A beverage carrier, comprising: 
an insulating container consisting of an upper portion and 

a base portion, said upper portion made of a flexible 
insulating material that conforms to the shape of said 
beverage container, said base portion consisting of a 
foundation portion and a compartment portion, said 
foundation portion made of a flexible insulating mate 
rial, said compartment portion made of a flexible insu 
lating material, wherein said compartment portion con 
tains a closure means for closure of said compartment 
portion to allow for storage within said compartment 
portion; 

a flotation ring, capable of storage within said compart 
ment portion, wherein said consumer can manually 
inflate said flotation ring and place said flotation ring on 
the exterior of said upper portion, wherein said flotation 
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ring is of sufficient size that when inflated and placed 
around said upper portion, said insulating container with 
a full beverage container will float upright in water; 

a neck strap assembly attached at both ends to said upper 
portion, said neck strap assembly of Sufficient length to 
be worn around the neck of the consumer and having 
sufficient strength to support the weight of a full bever 
age container, wherein said neck strap assembly consists 
of a neck band and a length-adjusting means, said 
length-adjusting means for adjusting the length of said 
neck strap assembly; 

a pocket attached to the exterior wall of said upper portion, 
wherein said pocket contains a closure means for closure 
of said pocket to allow for secure storage of articles 
within said pocket; 

a cooling pouch engaged to said neck band, adjacent to said 
consumer's neck; and 

a cooling pack capable of insertion into said cooling pouch 

8. 

Such that it lays against the neck of the consumer, 
wherein said cooling pouch contains a closure means for 
closure of said cooling pouch to secure the cooling pack 
within the cooling pouch. 
The beverage carrier of claim 7, further comprising: 

a fastening means for fastening said flotation ring to the 
interior of said compartment portion. 

c c c c c 


