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102 Image acquisition unit

104 Character-area estimation unit

106 Output unit

1041 Vertical-line detection unit
1042 Horizontal-line detection unit
1043 Character-area-candidate line determination unit
1043a Colour-distribution detection unit

1043b Colour-distribution determination unit

1044 Shading detection unit

1045 Character-area-candidate estimation unit

(57) Abstract: This image processing device (100) is provided with: an image acquisition unit (102) which acquires an image; a
character-area estimation unit (104) which determines, as character-area-candidate lines, lines indicating directions that are likely to
have characters arranged therein, in the image acquired by the image acquisition unit (102), and estimates, as character-area candid -
ates, areas that are likely to have characters arranged therein, along the character-area-candidate lines; and an output unit (106)
which outputs information related to the character-area candidates estimated by the character-area estimation unit (104). The charac-
ter-area estimation unit (104) is provided with: a vertical-line detection unit (1041) which detects a plurality of vertical lines in the
image; a horizontal-line detection unit (1042) which detects a plurality of horizontal lines in the image; and a character-area-candid -
ate line determination unit (1043) which determines the character-area-candidate lines using the colour distribution detected by a
colour-distribution detection unit (1043a) for detecting the colour distribution among the plurality of detected vertical lines or the

colour distribution among the plurality of detected horizontal lines.
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