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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Caarues E. Scuorrz,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Tllinozs, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Doily or Centerpiece
Stretchers, of which the following is a specl-
fication. -

The present invention comprehends gener-

ally improvements in stretching devices and

more particularly relates to a doily or cen-
terpiece stretcher. :

The present invention has for its primary
aim and object to provide a device of the
above mentioned character designed to de-
tachably receive and support doilies, center-
pieces, scarfs, et cetera, immediately sub-
sequent to the washing thereof so that they
will be dried in a stretched condition.

More particularly, this invention contem-
plates the provision of a device of the above
mentioned character embodying spaced sup-
porting posts having detachably connected
thereto doily or centerpiece receiving plates
of improved construction.

Tt is a more specific object of this inven--

tion to provide a device of the above men-
tioned character wherein the parts are of
novel construction and designed so as to be
quickly arranged in a set-up position and
when “collapsed occupy only a minimum
amount of space; to also provide wedges or
pins for detachably connecting the doilies,
et cetera, in the openings in the plates.

Among the other aims and objects of this
invention may be recited the provision of a
device of the above mentioned character
with a view to compactness, and wherein the
number of parts are few, the construction
simple, the cost of production low and the
efficiency high.

Other objects, as well as the nature, char-
acteristic features and scope of this inven-
tion will be more readily apparent from
the following description taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings and
pointed out in the claims, forming a part of
this specification.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which :—

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of
the stretcher showing a portion of a doily
fastened thereto,

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the

same, partly broken awav showing the
means for connecting one of the plates to
the adjacent post.

Similar characters of reference are em-
ployed in all of the above described views,
to indicate corresponding parts.

Referring now, more particularly, to the
accompanying drawings there is provided a
pair of supporting posts 1 to which are de-
tachably connected the end edges of sup-
porting and receiving plates 2 as by fasten-
ing means generally designated 3.

In this instance the fastening means may
be said to consist of elongated bolts 4 which
are passed through suitably spaced trans-
verse openings 5 in the posts being pro-
vided with square heads 6 which are par-
tially countersunk in the posts to prevent
turning of the bolts while the forwardly
projecting threaded extremities of the bolts
have received thereabout the adjacent end
portion 7 of the adjacent plates 2 and in
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addition these threaded projecting portions

are engaged by suitable clamping elements
such as wing nuts 8 which act to releasably
clamp the plates against the posts.

As is observed, each plate desirably con-
sists of a rectangular body provided with
a plurality of suitably arranged perforations
9 while arranged against the plates is a doily
10 only a portion of which is shown, the
doily being detachably connected to the plate
subsequent to being washed and stretched
as by wedges or pins 11 which press portions
of the doily into the openings, the pins or
wedges of course being arranged near the
outer edge of the doily or centerpiece.
Although it is preferred that two plates be
employed and fastened with their adjacent
edges in abutting relation, it is equally well
apparent that one large plate may be used
instead of the two plates, if desired. When
two plates are used, however, the device
will occupy only a minimum amount of
space when not in use.

Subsequent to the assembling of the de-
vice in the manner described in connecting
or fastening of a doily thereto the device is
arranged against the wall of a room to
permit of the doily or centerpiece lying in
a stretched condition.

Tt is believed in view of the foregoing de-
scription that a further detailed description
of the operation of the invention is entirely
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unnecessary. Likewise, itis believed that the
advantages of the invention will be readily
apparent.

Still further embodiments of the inven-
tion than those herein especially defined may
be resorted to as conditions or preference
may dictate, as may be in keeping with the
hereto appended claims.

Having thus fully described the invention,
what is claimed as new and desired to be
secured by Letters Patent, is:—

1. A device of the character described in-
cluding a pair of supporting members, a re-
ceiving plate detachably connected thereto
and provided with a plurality of perfora-
tions, clamping members engageable with
certain of the perforations.

2. A device of the character described in-
cluding a pair of supporting posts having
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transverse openings extending therethrough
at suitably spaced intervals, elongated bolts
arranged through the openings and having
their heads partially countersunk therein, a
pair of rectangular perforated receiving
plates having their end portions provided
with ‘suitably spaced inwardly extending
slots adapted to be arranged over the project-
ing portions of the bolts, the adjacent mar-
ginal edges of the plates being arranged in
abutting relation, means engageable with
the projecting portions of the bolts for re-
leasably holding the plates against the posts,
and a plurality of clamping members en-
gageable with certain of the perforations.

In testimony whereot, T aflix my signature
hereto.

CHARLES E. SCHULTZ.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Paients,
Washington, D. ¢.”
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