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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 575,120, dated January 12, 1897.

Application filed June 3,1896, Serial No. 594,085,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE KOENIG, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of

5 Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered
certain new and useful Improvementsin In-
terlocking Mechanism for Switeh and Signal
Apparatus, of which improvements the fol-
lowing is a speecification.

10 In large interlocking switeh and signal
plants considerable difficulty is found in ar-
ranging the mechanical interlocking within
the tower on account of the width of such in-
terlocking mechanism.

15 The object of the present invention is to so
construet parts of the mechaniecal interloek-
ing that when part or member thereof is
shifted it will impart & movement to another
similar or corresponding part or parts ar-

zo ranged parallel with the first part; and in
general terms the invention consists in the
construction and combination substantially
as hereinafter more fully described and
claimed.

25 In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this speolﬁccmon Figure 1is a front
elevation of a switch and sip;nal operating ma-
chine. TFig. 2 is a top plan view of the me-
chanical interlocking of the machine. Tig.

30 3isasectional elevation showing the manner
of connecting adjacent parts of the locking
mechanism. Ifigs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are detail
views, on an enlarged scale, illustrating a
modification in the manner of imparting

35 movement from one of the locking devices to
other similar locking devices.

In a suitable frame is mounted a series of
bars 1, provided with notches transverse of
the same for the reception of locking-bars 2.

40 The tops of the projections 3 between the
notches in the bars 1 are formed with recesses
or grooves for the reception of the locking-
blocks 4*, which are adapted to move atright
angles to the locking-bars 2. On the locking-

45 bars 2 are attached dogs 5, having one or

both ends inclined, and also pivotal fingers 6,

having their free ends inclined or beveled.

These dogs project above the surface of the

locking-bars 2 and are adapted when the bars

are shifted to pass into notches in the under
side of the locking-blocks 4, while the fin-
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gers 6 are adapted to pass between adjacent
ends of the sections of the blocks 4%, &e., and

by the engagement of the beveled ends of the

dogs or ﬁnoels with corresponding bevels ad- 53
,jacent to the notches on the under side of the
locking-blocks and at the ends of the sections

of such blocks to shift said locking-blocks lon-
gitudinally.

In suitable bearings in the frame of the ma- 6o
chine below the locking mechanism above de-
scribed are monnted a series of shafts 7 7+,
&e., having secured thereto toothed sectom
8 Q‘, &e., whlch are arranged to intermesh
with teeth on the under side of the locking- 65
bars 2. The projecting ends of these shatts
are provided with operating-handles 9.

The construction so far described is fully
shown and described in Letters Patent No.

12, granted July 2, 1839, to James T. 7o
IIambav

In order to avoid the widening out of the
mechanieal interlocking for large plants, as
has heretofore been necessary to accommo-
date a large number of blocks included in one 75
combmatlon I provide for the shifting of one
of the ]ockm0 blocks, as 4%, or the blocks in
the line 4%, 1)y the lock1n<r blocks 4%, This
shifting is effeeted by means of a lever 10,
plvoted to the frame of the machine and con.
nected at its ends to the locking-blocks 4* and
4b, respectively.

"Where it is desired to operate two or more
locking-blocks by a third locking-block, the
arrangement shown at the middle of Fig. 2 is 83
employed. Thisarrangementconsists of two
levers 11-and 12, so pivoted to the frame of
the machine that their adjacent ends may be
connected to a locking - block, as 4% while
their opposite ends are connected, respec- go
tively, to other locking-blocks, as 4° and 4¢,

The operation of my improvement, refer-
ring to the construction shown in the middle
of I‘10* 2, is as follows, and in this desecrip-
tion 113 will be supposed that the bars 4% and g3
4¢ are to be shifted by the block 4°: In order
to free these bars 4% and 4°, the locking-bar
2¢ is first shifted to the left, so as to remove
the dog 5 thereon out of line with the locking-
bloek 4“ ‘by turning the handle 9¢ to the 110"ht
in Fig. 1. Next the handle 9/ is shifted to
the rlcrht thereby shifting the locking-bar 2¢
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in the same direction and bringing the dog 5
on said bar against the inclined end of the
block 4° and shifting that block outwardly or
toward the top of the sheet. The finger 6 on
the locking-bar 2¢ being pivoted to said bar
will not prevent the longitudinal movement
of the block 4°. The upward movement of
the locking-block 4° operating through the
lever 11, will push the locking-block 4% in-
wardly ov toward the bottom of the sheet, and
this movement of the locking-block 4 will,
through the medium of thelever 12, move the
locking-bloek 4 outward or toward the top
of the sheet. Thus it will be seen that by
connecting two or more locking-hloeks in the
manner described two or more locking-blocks
can be shifted through the operation of one
block by the operating-handles, as though
they were continuations of each other.

In the construction shown in Figs. 1 to 3,
inclusive, two or more locking-blocks are con-
nected together in such manner that when
one is moved in either dirvection the other
block or blocks will be moved in an opposite
direction. In some forms of mechanical in-
terlocking it is desirable that one of the lock-
ing-blocks should be capable of being shifted
in one direction independently of any other
block, but when shifted in the opposite diree-
tion movement should be imparted to other
locking block or blocks. Such ecombined and
independent movements can be effected by
the construction shown in Figs. 4 to 7, inclu-
sive. As shown in said figures, a lever 13 is
pivoted on the frame in such manner that its
ends will project beyond the ends of adjacent
locking-blocks, but the locking-blocks are
not in auny way connected to the levers, so
that one locking-block, as 4*, can be shifted
down without changing the lever, and there-
fore without shifting the locking-block 4%,
If, however, the locking-block 4* be pushed
up, the locking-block 4° will be pushed down

‘2 corresponding distance.

In the construction shown in Iig. 6 two
levers 14 and 15 are so arranged on the frame
of the machine that their inner ends will be

in line with the end of a locking-hlock 4,
while their outer ends arve in line with lock-
ing-blocks 4¢ and 4°, respectively. Insucha
construction any one of the locking-bhlocks
can be shifted down without affecting either
of the other blocks, but if one locking-block
be shifted ontwardly or toward the top of the
sheet one or both of the Dlocks 4¢ and 4* will
be pushed down. If the block 4¢ be pushed
up, the locking-bloclk 4* will be pushed down,
but the block 4¢ will not be alfected.

It is eharacteristic of my improvement that
one, two,or morelocking-blocks can be shifted
through the medium of one block, or one,
two, or more Dblocks can De shifted by one
block, or the latter can be moved independ-
ently of the other.

I ¢laim herein as my invention—

1. Inamechanical interlocking mechanism
for switches and signals, the combination of
two or more parallel movable locking-blocks
of such interlocking mechanism, means for
shifting one of said locking-blocks, and one
or more levers having a fixed fulerum for
transmitting motion from the driven locking-
block to the other block or blocks, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. Ina mechanicalinterlocking mechanism
for switches and signals, the combination of
two or more parallel movable parts or mem-
bers of such interlocking mechanisms, means
for shifting oneof said parts or members, and
mechanism so arranged between the driven
part or member and the other part or parts,
that the driven part or member can be shifted
in one direction independent of the other
part or parts, but when shifted in the oppo-
site direction, movement will be imparted to
the other part or parts, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony whereof T have hercunto set
my hand.

GEORGE KOENIG.

Witnesses:
DARWIN 8. WorLcorrT,
F. K. GAITHER.
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