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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

. - CHARLES R. BROWN, OF XANSAS CITY. MISSOURIL ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO JOHN

D. AMMERMAN, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI : v :

COLLAPSIBLE CRATE.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed August 10, 1908, Serial No. 447.871.  Reaxewed December 18, 1909. Serial No. 533,926,

To all srhom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, Ciraries R. Browx, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and uzeful Improvements in Collapsible
Crates; of whicli the following is a specifica-
tion. :

My invention relates to improvements in

collapsible crates. - »

The object of my invention is to provide a
crate, adapted for the shipping of pouitry,
which is sumple in construction, quickly col-
lapsed into a flat condition, and easily and
quickly assembled into form for containing
poultry and the like. ' ; =

The novel features of my invention are
hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings illustrat-
ing the invention, I'igure 1 is a perspective
view of the crate, a portion of the wive net-
ting of the top member being removed, and
the parts being shown in the assembled eon-
dition. TFig. 2 is a perspective view of the
crate collapsed, the wire netting being re-
moved from the top, base side and end mem-
bers. ’ : ’ L
Similar characters of reference denote
similar parts.

The borizontal base of the crate com-
prises, preferably, a rectangular board bot-
tom 1 rounted on wire netting 2 secured to
a horizontal rectangular border rod 3.
Hinged to opposite edges of the base are two
side members 4 provided each at its outer
edge with a longitudinal border rod 5. Like
ends of the border rods 5 are provided with
inwardly turned hooks 6, which are hori-
zontally disposed when the side members are
in the vertical position shown in Iig. 1.
The other ends of the border rods 5 are pro-
vided with eyes 7 which are horizontally dis-
posed and aline with eyes 8 provided at the
ends of a border rod 9 on the outer edge of
one of two end members 10 and 11 which are
hinged at their inner edges to opposite ends
of the base. :

To the outer edge of the end member 11

are pivoted one set of ends of two longitu-
dinal border rods 12 the other ends of which
are downwardly turned, and are adapted to
enter the eyes 7 and 8 when the end and side

members are in the vertical position, shown

in Fig. 1. The border rods 12 form part of
{he top member 18 which is provided with

The side, end and top members, are like the
base covered with wire nctting 2. Secured
to the wire netting of the top member 13 is
a rectangular frame 15 which encircles an
opening normally closed by a door 16 hinged

_to said frame 15. A spring 17 secured to the

frame 15 normally forces the door to the
closed position. - : _ :

Hooks 18 are hinged to the border rods 12
and the outer end rod 14 These hooks are
adapted to engage the border rods 5 and 9
for releasably locking the parts in the as-
sembled position shown'in Fig. 1. '

To collapse the crate, the hooks 18 are re-
leased from the side and end members, thus
permitting the top member 13 being swung
upwardly so that the hooks at the ends of
the rods 12 and denoted by 12" may be re-
moved from the eyes 7 and 8. The side
members may then be swung inwardly to a
flat position upon the base, as shown in Fig.
2, and the ends members 10 and 11 may be
swung with the top member 13 to a horizon-
tal position. The hooks on the border rods
12 may then be caused to engage the longi-
tudinal border rods 20 disposed one at each
inner cdge of the side members 4, thereby
locking the parts in the collapsed position.

Modifications of my invention, within the
scope of the appended claims, may be made
without departing from its spirit.

Having thus dezeribed my invention,what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— o -

1. In a collapsible crate, the combination
with a base, of two side members hinged to
the base and provided each at one end with

a hook and at the other with an eye, two .

end members hinged to the base, one end
member being adapted to be engaged by the
hocks of the side members when the mem-
bers are swung at right angles to the base,
the other end membel having eves at oppo-
site ends adapted to aline respectively with
the eyes of the side members when the mem-
bers are disposed at right angles.to the base,
a top membecr hinged to the end member
which is engaged by said hooks, said. top
member having two hooks for insertion
through thic eyes of the end and side mem-
bers. when. the end and side menibers are
in the right angled position and the top
membet is swung to a position parallel with
and over the base, and releasable means for
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2

locking the top member in the last named
position. S o
2. In a collapsible: crate, the combination

" with a base, of two side and two end mem-
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bers hinged to the base so as to be swung
from a position substantially parallel with
the base to a position at right angles thereto,
one set of ends of the side members having

“hooks for engaging the adjacent end mem-

ber when said side and end members are in
the right angled position, a top member

hinged to said end member and provided

with hooks, the opposite set of ends of the
side members having eves and the other end
member having eyes for respectively “alin-
ing with the eves of the side members when
the side and end members ave in the right
angled position, the hooks of the top mem-
ber being insertible in said eyes of the cnd
and side members when said members are
in the right angled position, and hooks for
releasably securing the top member to the
side and end members when the hooks of
the top member are inserted in the eyes of
the end and side members. L
3. In'a collapsible crate, the combination

“with a horizontal base, of two side members

hinged to the base and provided each at its
outer edge with a border rod, like ends of
said border rods of the side membershaving
hooks and the other ends provided with
eyes, said hooks and eyes being horizontally
disposed. when the side members are swung
to a vertical position; the nooks in such posi-
tion Leiny inwardly turned, two end meni-
bers hinged to the base, one end member be-
ing movable to a vertical position in which
it will be engaged by said inwardly turned
hooks, a top member hinged to. the outer
edge of caid end member and provided at
its opposite end with two-hooks, the otirer
end member having at its outer edge a
border rod provided at its ends with eves
adapted to be in vertical alinement with
the eves of the side mewbers, when the end

and side members are in the vertical position,

the hooks of the top member being adapted
to enter the eyes of the tide and end mem-
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bers when the said members are swung- to
the vertical position and the top member is

swung to a horizontal position over the base,.

and hooks pivotally mounted on . the top
member-and adapted te respectively releas-
ably . engage the horder rods of the side
members and the end member having the
eyes, for locking the top side and end mem-
bers together, the side .and end members

“when released being movable to a horizontal

position. :

4, "The combination with a base, of two
side members comprising two rectangular
frames hinged to the epposite edges of the
base and provided each with inner and outer
longitudinal bordev rods, like ends of the
outer rods having hooks, the oppositc ends
of the cuter border rods having eyes, said

-side” members being adapted to be swuang

from a vertical position to a position lying

{lat upon the base; two end members hinged

at their inner edges to vpposite ends of the

base, and provided -each at its outer edge

with a border rod, the border rod of the
end: member adjacent to the said eves hav-
ing at itsends eyes adapted tovertically aline
with the first named eyes, a top member
having two longitudinal border rods pro-
vided at one set of ends with hooks for in-
serting in the eyes of the end and side mem-
bers when said members are vertically dis-
posed, the other set of ends of the border
rods of the top member being hinged to the
other end member, and hooks pivoted to the
Lorder rods of the top member and adapted
to releasably engage the outer border rods
of the side members when the side members
are in the vertical position, and adapted to
releasably engage the inner border rods of
the side members, when the side members
are swung to a flat position over the base.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in presence of
two subseribing witnesses. :

CHARLES R. BROWN.
Witnesses:
E. B. Housg,

J. C. IrwiN. | N !
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