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UNITED STATES

JOHN P. KEELEY, OF

853,843,

Application filed Angust 25, 1308,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux P. Keeruy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Coatesville, in the county of Chester and
State of Pemlsyl‘;ani&, have invented cer-
tuln new and uqu”ul smpm\ ements in Can-
Openers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates o certain new and
useful improvements in ean openers.

The object of my invention is to provide
a can opener in the form of a square metal
bar having a bayonet point, and carrying a
normally Ledv held knife carrier whieh
upon the operation of the opener, is brought
into positive engagement with the upbmi—
ing bar.

Another omect of my invention is to sim-
plify the manufacture of can openers of that
class to which my present invention relates.

A still further ob yject is to prov 1% a can
opener the blade-carrying member of which
may be provided with two knives or catters
so that the two may be nsed in cutting
leather, 1ubber or cther like washers.

Other o JJGC‘LS and advantages will be ap-
parent froimn the following dﬂscuptwn. and
1t will be understood that changes in the
specific structure shown and described may
he made within the seope of the claims with-
oul: departing from the gpivit of the inven-
tiom.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral VICW Figure 1 is a side elevational
view of a can opener embodying my inven-
tion, Fig. 2 is a top view partly in section,
Tig. 3 13 a sectional view on the line 84
of Fig. 2 looking toward the handle, Fig. 4
is a section on the line 3—4 of Fig. 2 1001;1110
toward the peint, Fig. 5§ shows The carrior
provided with two cuthno knives.

My invention has for its aim, to improve
the construction and operation of that class
of can openers, in which a radius bar is en-
ployed, having a fulerum point which is
forced into the can, the cutting knife car-
vied by the bar then being carried in a cir-
cular path to cut a disk- shapﬂd can section
which upon being removed leaves a cireu-
lar opening through which the contents are
emptied.

An operative embodiment of my inven-
tion includes a squnl'e bar 1, having the in-
tegral vib handle 2. As shown in the draw-
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ings one side of this bar is prov ided with the
rack teeth 8, the bar ending in a bayonet
point including the htel{uly extending off-
set portion 4, Which is held apprommatdy
at right angles to the bar portion 1, and
irom which extends the conical fulerum
point 5 this point being continued approxi-
mately ab right angles “from the offset por-
‘cion 4 and o plf)]ong:mon with said stem
or bar portion 1, as clearly (hscloged in Hig.
1. Slidably held nupon this bar 1, is a lcnife
arrier 6 which is approx un‘uely rectangu-
lar in crogs section but has its lower face
slightly curved as is shown at 7, this carrier
being provided with a rectangular slot 8
within which the bar 1 is ehoably held. As
shown, the slot 8 15 of a width greater than
the thickness of the bar 1, so that this bar
may be horizontally 1001pr0mteu within the
carrier 6. Within the slot 8, is positioned
the Ing 10 arranged to fnd a seat between
the teeth 3 of the bar. Secured to this car-
rier 6 is a bow spring 12 having the recurved
ends 18, this spring 12 being held to the car-
rier 6 by means of the screw 14.
ends 13 of this spring 12 are arranged to be
held between the rack teeth as is dlsclmed n
the dmwmo By means of this spring 12
the Tug 10 is normally held out 03‘. (,ngﬂye-
ment with the {eeth § so that this carrier 6
can at all times be frecly moved backward
and forwawd upon the bar. The movement
of the carrier however is against the tension
of the spring 12 so that this carrier is yield-
mo]y held upon the bar 2.
in order to provide a maximum of
strength with a minimum of weight, and
further to insure a handle which can be
firmly held and easily 01a<ped by the hand

| of the operator, thie handle is in the form of

a plurality of round edged ribs as disclosed
i Fig. 3.

Upon each end of the carrier 6 may be se-
cured a knife or cutter 15. When the tool
is to be used as a can opener but one such
cutting knife 15 is employed. Where the
tool is used in cutting washers, however, two
knives are necessary. Mach knife is pro-
vided with an aperture arranged to receive
the securing screw 16 by means of which
the knife is held to the carrier. Tach knife
is further provided with two upstanding
shoulders 18, the upper edge 19 of the knife
contacting with the under surface of the
bar 1 as shown. By this means the knives
are firmly held to the carrier, against any

The curved-

60

70

80

85

90

5

100

110



10

15

20

25

30

=)
(W

displacement. 'The carrier at each
_pro ovided with a threaded aperturs
7 to receive one of the set screws 16.

e handle forms an integral part of
the Quf 1, the carrier 6 is placed upon the
bar before the bayonet point is formed in
upsetting the pointed end of the bar.

"The bar and handle as above described
may be formed entire at one 01301%1011, in
ging stamped from suitable metal or in
being cast in & mold.

The operation of the device is very sim-
le. It 1s of course understood that this can
r is especially adapted to be used in
ing 1011111 or cylindrieal cans, though
e can also be used in opening large
cans in providing the same with o
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circular dlschalge renmo. phe opener is
secured to the can 1n forcing the conical
cint 5 into the can and then brmomo the

P a
baw 1 in a horizontal posfmon above the can
when the kuife is driven into the can and
1‘111{110 is advanced toward that side.

The mrrhr Is_normally out of contact
vith the rack teeth. In order to operate the
LmTe, the carrier is forced sidewise against
the tension of the qp**mo 12 to bring the lug
10 into engagement with the rack

The tool is simple an 1l inexpensive in con-
struction and both durable and efficient in
operation, and the knife adjustments may be
made with ease, accuracy, and dﬂqutch.

Havipo' thus described my sa 1id invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by
Uz ‘ntod States Letters Patent is:

1. The herein described can opener com-
prising a squcue bar having an integral
ibbed handie at one end and a Ia Lelaﬂv ex-
el-d'lg offset porflon at the other from
1 at right angles and in

what
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which is continued
brolongation with said bar a conieal ful-
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rum point, one side of said bar having rack

est h, s knife carrier laterally movable upon
said bar having a lug to engage betiveen said
rack teeth, a bow s spring secured to said car-
rier having its curved ends contacting with
said teeth to hold said lug normally out of
engagement with said teeth, and a kuife
pendent from and removably secured to said
carrier.

2. The herein described can opener com-
prising a square bar having a laterally ex-
tending offset portion at one > end from which
is-continued at right angles and in prolonga-
tion with said bar a conical fulerum point,
one vertical side of said bar having rack
teeth, a knife carrier movable upon said bar
having a lug to engage between said rack
tecth, a bow spring secured to said carrier
having its curved ends contacting with said
teeth to hold said lug normally out of en-
gagement with said teeth, and a knife re-
movably secured to said carrier.

3. A can opener having in combination a
square bar provided with a laterally ex-
1endmo offset portion from which is con-

tinued a conical fulerum point, one vertical
side of said bar having vack teeth, a knife
carrier horizontally miovable upon said bar
having a Ing to engage between said rack
teeth, a bow spring “secured to said carrier
to normally hold said lug out of engagement
with said teeth, and a knife secured to said
carrier all arranged substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN . KEELEY
TWitnesses:
Wrriasr 3. (. Coox,
Brssie W. BrrrrrHISER.
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