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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, WirLram J. Foss, a eiti-.
zen of the United States, and a resident of

Jersey City, county of Hudson, and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Automatic Match-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing d1 awings,forming a part thereof, in which
sunllzu 1ette1s of mferenee mdlcate corre-
sponding parts.

Thisinvention relates to that class of inatch-
safes which embody a slide forming the bot-
tom of the receptacle or reservoir and pro-

vided with a slot through which the matches

are adapted to be automatloally passed by
operation of the slide.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and improved match-safe of this class

which will possess advantages in point of in-

expensiveness, convenience, ease of opera-
tion, and general efficiency.
In the drawmws, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of the match- safe embodying my im--

provements. Fig. 21is a longitudinal verti-
cal sectional view.
view of the slide.
Referring to the drawings, A designates
the body of the match-safe, which is box
shape, as shown, and provided with a top or
cover B, which may be hinged, as at b, and
secured by a clasp and lock, as at. b'.. The
box or body A is divided by an interior ver-
tical partition o to form a match reservoir or

receptacle A’, the hottom of which is formed,
by a slide or platform C, said slide being
mounted and guided in transverse horizontal’
slots or openings ¢’ ¢ in the interior parti-:

tion a and the front wall ¢® of the box.

The horizontal slide C is longitudinally ar- .
ranged with respect to the box or body and.
is provided with a front enlargement or head:

¢, projecting exteriorly at the front of the
box and forming a hinge by which the slide

may be operated against a tension of a spring.

mechanism D, connecting the inner end of
the slide with the box. This spring mech-
anism may embody two hooks d d, respec-

tively projeeting-from the slide and the rear

end of the box, over which hooks an elastic
strap or band d' may be sprung.  Ata point
near the inner end of the portion of the slide

Fig. 83is a top or plan’

(No model,)

which forms the bottom of the match-com-
partment A’ the slideis provided with a trans-
verse slot or opening ¢, adapted to accom-

modate a match, and under the slotted end

of the slide is arranged a platform or hori-
zontal partition a® Whleh serves toretain the
match within a slot ¢’ during the movement
of the slide.

The matches are assembled in a transverse:

poswlon within the reservoiror compartment
A’ and are'retained in proper relative posi-
tion for feeding into the slot ¢’ by means of a
weight or block E, which is superposed upon
the matehes in the bottom of the box or body
A. Below'the slide I prefer to arrange weights
or blocks, as shown at F, which W111 serve to
retain the devicein posmmn during operation.

The box or body may be mounted in any
suitable or desired position or manmner; but
I prefer to seat it within: the correspondmﬂF
recess g, formed in a flat extended base G,

-| which base G may be constructed of rubber

or other elastic or flexible material, by which
arrangement the device is esneclally adapted
for eﬁeotlve and convenient use upon coun-
ters or the like, and the latter are insured

‘against scratching or other damage by reason

of the cushion-base.

The operation and advantages of my in-
vention will be readily understood. In the
automatic . feeder of the matches a single
mateh will always rest within the slot of the

slide, and it isonly necessary to pull the slide

outwardly with respect to the box or body

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

until the mateh is carried cutside the latter, -

when it will automatically drop in the hand
of the operator or upon the cushion- base G.
When.the slide is released, it automatically
returns to normal pos1t1on by action of the
spring mechanism D, and in its return move-
ment another mateh is fed into the carrying-
slot in the slide.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desu'e tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

As a new article of manufactule, a mateh-
safe comprising the body A provided with the
cover B, said body having a vertical partition
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a forming.a match-receptacle A', the slide C -
mounted in transverse hor izontal slotsin the
partition ¢ and front wall a? of the box, said
slide provided with a head ¢ projecting in
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front of the box, a spring mechanism D con-
necting the inner end of slide with the box,
said spring mechanism embodying hooks d d
projecting from the slide and rear ends of
box respectively, and an elastic band d' en-
gaging said hooks, a slot ¢’ in the bottom of
the slide to receive a matech and a horizontal
partition ¢® arranged under the slot toretain

a mateh in the slot during movement of the

slide, and a weighted block E resting upon
the matches in the box A to retain them in

position for feeding into the slot, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed myname, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 10th day of April,
1897.

~WILLTAM J. FOSS.

Witnesses:
E. TiBBITS,
C. SEDGWICK.
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