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This invention relates to an improved weatherproof
tooling container and has for one of its principal objects
the provision of a device of the class described which
renders possible the convenient outdoor storage of -all
sorts of tools, dies and other equipment which would
ordinarily require considerable space for storage indoors,
but which would be damaged more or less irreparably if
simply placed ontdoors without the protection of the
fixture container of this invention.

One of the important objects of this invention is to
provide an economical means for storing, shipping and
transportation of metal fixiures, machine tools, jigs and
other objects of various composition such as metal, wood
or the like, outside factory buildings in specially con-
structed containers which are weatherproof.

Another object is to provide a container for various
materials which will be proof against humidity both in-
side and outside thereof and which is so constructed that
circulation of air throughout is assured, thereby prevent-
ing undesirable rust, corrosion, or accumulation of dust
and dirt.

Still another object is to provide a device of the class de-
scribed so designed and constructed that a normal breath-
ing in each container is experienced, thereby providing a
constantly changing atmosphere within which prevents
condensation. This dry internal condition in each con-
tainer provides a perfect atmospheric condition for the
storage of any object for unlimited periods of time without
the use of a desiccant or other drying agent.

Another object is to provide a leakproof container
which would protect the objects stored within from either
rainfall or rising waters up to its height limit.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a
container for tools, machine parts and the like which is of
such a construction that a number of the same can be
stacked upon each other, whereupon the bottom of one
container forms a cover for the one just below, with a
separate cover for the topmost one of the group.

Another and still further important object of the in-
vention is the provision of a metal or other container for
outside storage of mill fixtures, tools and the like, or any
other item composed of any material and which is so con-
structed that the same, whether full or empty, can be
readily handled by means of an ordinary moving and
lifting truck, thereby rendering any container with its
contents very easily accessible when occasion arises.

Other and further important objects of the invention
will be apparent from the disclosures in the accompanying
drawings and following specification.

The invention, in a preferred form, is illustrated in the
drawings and hereinafter more fully described.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of two of the improved
containers - of this invention showing one upon another
and with a cover on the uppermost container. - The figure
also shows the manner in which the containers are handled
by a moving and lifting mechanism.
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Figure 2 is a perspective view of the cover which is to
be placed upon the uppermost container of a stack.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a representative con-
tainer showing portions of the inside thereof and also
illustrating means for receiving the forks of a lifting truck
and the angular lower flanges which serve as base elements
and also protective shields against increase of moisture,
dirt or the like, to the contents of a supporting container.

Figure 4 is an enlarged detail sectional view illustrating
the construction of the slots for receiving the truck forks
and the combination base and moisture and dirt deflecting
element. This is a section on the line 4—4 of Figure 1.

Figure 5 is an enlarged partial section taken on the line
5—S of Figure 3, looking in the direction indicated by
the arrows. -

Figure 6 is an enlarged partial section taken on the line
6—6 of Figure 3 illustrating that portion of the construc-
tion which provides for free and thorough circulation of
air,

Figure 7 shows two superimposed containers with ar-
rows illustrating the air circulation feature.

As shown in the drawings:

The reference numeral 10 indicates generally the con-
tainer of this invention, the same being preferably formed

5 of metal with reinforcing ribs 12 around its sides and ends

and with an inturned upper flange 14 which extends around
the periphery of the top.

The container 10 is provided with a bottom 16 (Figure
4) which is corrugated as at 18, thereby providing addi-
tional strength and preventing any contained machine

. parts from lying flat on the bottom, which might prevent
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access of air to portions thereof.

The sides and ends of the container extend slightly be-
low the bottom 16 as best shown at 20 in Figure 4, and
channels 22 are fitted against the side elements 20 ex-
tending longitudinally of the container. These channels
are open at their ends as shown at 24 in Figure 3, thereby
providing for the ready reception of the forks 56 of a lift-
ing truck or the like 58, as indicated in the dot and dash
line of Figure 1. They are full welded and water tight.

A combination base element and rainguard is suitably
affixed to the lower portion of the container and pref-
erably completely surrounds the same. This comprises a
structure 26 somewhat triangular in cross section (Figure
4), the upper edge of which is welded at 28 to the con-
tainer wall 10, and the inner upturned end being likewise
fastened to the lower edge of the container side and end
extension 20. This comprises an inwardly bent portion
30 which is also fixed to the channel elements 22 along
the lowermost edges of the container sides.

The element 26 thereby includes a base portion 32
which rests on the ground or other support 34 and in the
event of one container being stacked upon another, fits
around the upper end of a supporting container with
some space to spare, as shown in Figure 4. At the same
time, circulation of air in such a covered lowermost
container is assured, because plenty of space is provided
between the upper peripheral edge of the lower container
and the spaces between the channels 22 forming part of
the bottom of the supported container. This is fully
shown in Figure 6. The corrugations 18 in the bottom
16 also provide for additional air circulation so far as
the supporting lower container is concerned.

A top or cover 49 is provided for the uppermost con-
tainer, this being readily removable and provided with
loops, hand holes or the like 42 welded or otherwise
affixed to the upper face thereof, thereby providing for
handling of the same by the forks 56 of the lift truck 58
or by some other means. The cover is provided with
a peripheral downwardly turned ledge 44 and is slightly
larger than the container. It is also fitted with interior
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lugs. 46 which serve as spacing elements so as to keep
the cover from fitting too closely against the upper edge
14 of its container 10, thereby providing for. proper and
desited air circulation. e S
It will be ‘evident that herein is provided a container
which will safely store all sorts of tooling such as expen-
sive aircarft tools, jigs, mill fixtures and the like outside
of buildings. and- in all ‘weather. These centainers are
weatherproof, and not being air-tight, are naturally ven-

tilated, theieby preventing inside condensation. - Fixtures

10

stored therein when idle are kept in good condition and .

are ready for: immediate. use when - necessary, with no
rust, corrosion, or dirt and dust accumulation. . 'They are
ordinarily acceptable for re-use even without cleaning.or
re-working. :

These containers eliminate costly pre-storage operation,

such as cleaning, drying or' the application ‘of ‘rust or

corrosion preventive compounds to the tools or other
parts and eliminate any cleaning or de-greasing operation
prior to re-use. A great deal of time is saved in handling
and storing of fixtures in the containers of this invention,
which are strong and sturdy and re-usable for indefinite
periods.

Stacking can be accomplished, depending upon the
capacity of the handling truck and no attention whatever is
necessary even under the most severe conditions of out-
door weather,. including rain, snow, fog and the like.

This: same normal breathing feature which permits-a
constantly, changing atmosphere within the container may
be employed in any shape or size of ‘container. con-
structed in accordance with the principles of this inven-
tion, thereby providing dry storage for whatever items are
stored therein. Channels or other ventilating. parts to
provide natural breathing may be employed. .

The base, or foot, is designed with an extra broad
undersurface so that the loaded container will not sink
into the earth even when soft or muddy. o

A container, when stacked on top of another, will rest
with only its fork channels bearing upon the top of the
one which is underneath. . This provides an adequate
passage between the aforementioned channels of the upper
container and the upper edge of the supporting and lower

container, for the natural breathing or free circulation of : B

air through these spaces on both ends.

I am aware that many changes may be: made and
aumerous details of construction varied throughout a wide
range without departing from the principles of this in-
vention, and I therefore do not propose limiting the patent
granted hereon otherwise than ‘as necessitated by the
prior art.

20

30

35

40 .

45

50

4

1 claim as my invention:;

A weatherproof container. for tools and the like com-.

prising. a substantially rectangular parallelepipedon with

‘an open top, a bottom platform -slightly above its lower
‘edge, and an outwardly sloping combined base and guard

élement at the lower edge of the:container, said com-
bination base and guard- element extending around the
lower periphery of the container, and means beneath the
container bottom for receiving the forks of a lift truck,
said means including channels extending longitudinally
of the bottom and at each side thereof, the base and guard
element and container having openings therein-for the
reception of the forks of a lift truck, said base and guard
element being substantially ‘triangular in cross-section,
having an ‘upper: edge portion, said base and guard cle-

ment fastened to the container along a line approximating

the level of the container bottom platform, the base and
guard clement having an-intermediate portion contacting
the bottom peripheral edge of the container, the base and
guard element having a ground contacting portion below
the lower edge of the container, the inside dimensions of
said ground contacting portion being slightly greater than
the respective outside dimensions of the container itself,
whereby a nesting and stacking .of such containers is
possible, a removable cover for ‘the container, said cover
being of slightly greater dimensions than the upper edge
of the container and having protuberances around its
inner edge for contact with the upper edge of the con-
tainer, thereby providing ventilating ‘and air circulating
spaces, the bottom, sides and ends. of the container being
corrugated, the undersurface -of the base at the lower edge
of the container comprising an aréa approximating that
of the bottom platform, the respective dimensions of the
associated parts of nested containers providing for the free
circulation of air into and out of any container so covered
by another and wherein the described association of
nested containers with their sloping guard elements pre-
vents ingress of dirt and moisture while at the same time
permitting breathing space.
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