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provided. The system extracts multiple context attributes
including activity telemetry, skill, etc., from multiple exter-
nal applications. The system dynamically generates one or
more security behavioral models for each user based on
behavior modeling criteria. The system dynamically gener-
ates a security behavior score for each user by scoring a
selection of the context attributes from their security behav-
ioral models. The system dynamically generates targeted,
contextual control elements specific to a target user identi-
fied from among the users using the security behavioral
models, the security behavior score, and one or more context
libraries. The system dynamically renders one or more of the
targeted, contextual control elements on a user device of the
target user through one or more delivery channels for
executing a change in the security behavior of the target user.
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Collect activity data
¥ 1802
Extract context attributes from the collected activity data ~
: 1803
Parse and store the contexi attributes in one or more atinthaie
storage devices
: 1804
Execute a classification algorithi to clagsify the context attnbutes o
o predefined compliance control categories
v 1805
Score the context attributes in each of the predefined categories
‘ 1806
v
Perform a review of comphance activities with low scores 8
v 1807
Determme remediation activities to mmprove the compliance score
v 1808
Invoke the content element generation engine to generate tavgeted,
contextual control elements based on the determined remediation
activities

FIG. 18
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1901
Message Configuration Screen
Title: {Tmining email with custom fm:toids] X

Subject: t\«'{uitip}e malware detected in vour device ]

Drear { {username] },

We are deeply committed to ensuning cybersecurity while enabling youto stay
productive and imnovattve. We have now started a personalized and automated
Secu;rity' AWALSNess campaign.

Zoif has_fact¥%}
You are required to complete this training because:
9% for fact w facts %}
i, {{factisafe}}

1% endfor %}

{Yoendif¥e}

In order to stay safe and protect vourseif and vour company, we encourage yvog 1o
take this quick S-mmute module on { {traming_name} }.

Start Training

You may also chiek the link below to start vour tratming:

iraining url}}

Kind Regards,

~Security Advisor Information Security

FIG. 194
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Contextual Notificatton Message

Hello aser,

Hope you are well. As you know, here at XYZ company, we are deeply commuited to
ensuring cybersecunty while enabling you to stay productive and innovative. We are
writing to vou as we need vour help in keeping our company and data secure,

Action Required! Update your QS version!

Qur systems mdn-'me that vour 5 15 oul of date. Apple & Microsofi
1 ple tines

every ummh These pubhah;.d vulnerabilities arve key gates for hackers to

~,

get into ovr system. The good news 1s that more than 70% of systeras in
v department have the latest version. Please update vour OS version.
See the mstractions for updating the OS below.

Enstructions for updating MAC OS5
o (o to System Preferences and select Software update
+  Select the checkbox “Automatically keep my MAC up to date”

+  Apple mstructions: hitps:/suppartamnle comfen-us/HT201341

Instructions for updating Windows OS

¢ Select the Start button, and then go to Settngs > Update & Securnity > Wmdows
Update, and select Check for updates

«  Microsoft instructions: hitpssupport ncroseft conyven-
in‘help/402766 7 windows- 10-update.

If for some reason you cannot update the 08 to the latest version, let us know how
we can help.

Let us know

FI1G. 198
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CONTEXTUAL SECURITY BEHAVIOR
MANAGEMENT AND CHANGE EXECUTION

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a reissue of U.S. Pat. No. 10,917,439
filed Jul. 15, 2019 and issued Feb. 9, 2021 which claims
priority to and the benefit of the U.S. Provisional Patent
Application with [Ser] application Ser. No. 62/698,440,
filed [in the United States Patent and Trademark Office] on
Jul. 16, 2018, [with the title “A SYSTEM AND METHOD
FOR A BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT PLATFORM FOR
CYBER SECURITY”. The content of the Provisional patent
application is] each of which is incorporated [in its entirety]
by reference [herein] in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

The embodiments disclosed herein, in general, relate to
cybersecurity management. More particularly, the embodi-
ments disclosed herein relate to contextually managing and
executing a change in security behavior of a target user.

Description of the Related Art

The role of a user in cybersecurity is a growing concern
in a home environment and a corporate environment. Users,
for example, employees in an organization or individual
consumer users make multiple mistakes related to cyberse-
curity. A recent study found about 60% to about 70% of
cybersecurity incidents in a corporate environment is attrib-
utable to user actions associated, for example, with phishing,
targeted malicious software (malware), social engineering,
lack of security compliance, etc. User actions such as
clicking on links in an electronic mail (email) without
checking whether the links are legitimate, clicking on a
phishing email or spam containing a malicious uniform
resource locator (URL), a spoofed domain, or an imperson-
ated brand, accessing a risky website without checking the
credibility of the website, using an unsafe universal serial
bus (USB) device on a computing device, installing a risky
application (app) or desktop software on an endpoint device,
downloading a risky app from a website or an app store,
operating an application configured to spoof an organiza-
tion, installing malicious plug-ins on browsers, etc., result in
security incidents, for example, by spreading malware, in
the organization. Users may also fall prey to online scams,
where scam content may request the users to click on links
and enter confidential information. Users typically find it
difficult to adhere to basic cybersecurity policy guidelines,
for example, creating strong passwords and periodically
changing the passwords. Moreover, users may send person-
ally identifiable information (PII) without encryption to a
destination device even though a cybersecurity policy may
suggest not to do so. Furthermore, users may share sensitive
data without a customer’s permission and violate a security
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2

compliance requirement, for example, the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR). A drastic consequence for an
organization is when users such as employees send out
emails with malware. Threats such as phishing emails with
malicious attachments, Trojan downloaders, risky macros,
risky apps found online, cryptocurrency miners found in
risky websites, etc., typically target security systems, for
example, through email, the web, social media, and USB
devices. Assuming even minimal leakage of malware in
security systems, the volume of spam and malware implies
that users need to be notified and alerted about their actions.

In a corporate environment, cybersecurity awareness is
typically performed by conducting training sessions using
presentation programs such as PowerPoint® presentation
programs of Microsoft Corporation. Cookie-cutter training
programs are typically loaded in a learning management
system (LMS) of an organization and transmitted to users in
the form of links through which the users undergo generic
training. Users may not actively engage with these types of
training programs, as these training programs are, for
example, about an hour’s duration, and users prefer short
and/or interactive content, for example, videos of about 5
minutes’ duration. Other conventional approaches of pro-
viding security awareness comprise, for example, computer-
based training, classroom training, blog posts, security ban-
ners, gamifications, etc. Compliance coaching is typically
performed as a standard practice to achieve a certification
for conducting business. Users typically spend long hours
every year for undergoing mandatory organizational training
of different types. Most of the training is typically developed
for a general-purpose audience, is uninteresting, and not
targeted to a specific user. Users may therefore spend time
on learning material they may not need to learn, and not on
learning material related to their specific job role or to
cybersecurity specific to their job role. Most users who deal
with digital information are typically cognitively overloaded
with large volumes of information. While users perform
their job duties, it is difficult for them to remember multiple
cybersecurity policies and procedures unless they have
mastered security best practice habits and constantly remind
themselves to adhere to the cybersecurity policies and
procedures.

While some user behavior analytics solutions provide
analytics reports that are typically directed to administrators
and not end users, these solutions are not focused on the
purpose of creating security awareness. Some phishing
defense solutions provide basic phishing simulations for
educating employees of an organization on security roles
and providing a defense against phishing and cyber attacks.
However, the scope of these solutions is limited to few
generic simulations that are not substantially focused on
real-world scenarios that users undergo to allow the users to
learn from their mistakes. Furthermore, these solutions are
typically focused only on training and do not effect a change
in the security behavior of the users in the organization to
provide a defense against cyber attacks and ensure cyber-
security.

Hence, there is a long-felt need for a method and a system
for contextually managing and executing a change in secu-
rity behavior of a target user.

SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further disclosed in the
detailed description. This summary is not intended to deter-
mine the scope of the claimed subject matter.
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The method and the system disclosed herein address the
above-recited need for contextually managing and executing
a change in security behavior of an organization. The
method disclosed herein employs a security behavior man-
agement system (SBMS) comprising at least one processor
configured to execute computer program instructions for
contextually managing and executing a change in security
behavior of an organization. The SBMS establishes a con-
nection to multiple external applications via an application
programming interface (API) system. The external applica-
tions comprise, for example, communication applications
such as electronic mail (email) applications, short message
service (SMS) applications, etc., web sources, cloud
sources, calendar applications, productivity applications,
endpoint security applications, events and alerts of security
applications, cloud collaboration applications, on-premise
collaboration applications, data analytics applications, cus-
tomer relationship management (CRM) applications, enter-
prise resource planning (ERP) applications, file hosting
applications, enterprise social media applications, marketing
applications, cloud-based software as a service (SaaS) appli-
cations, etc. The SBMS extracts multiple context attributes
from the external applications via the API system and
multiple data acquisition sources. The context attributes
comprise, for example, activity telemetry, relevancy metrics,
security severity levels, actionability metrics, skill metrics,
a timing metric, user actions, peer actions, historic
responses, and user roles and permissions in an organization
associated with the target user.

The SBMS dynamically generates one or more security
behavioral models for each of multiple users, for example,
employees of an organization, based on behavior modeling
criteria derived from the context attributes. The behavior
modeling criteria comprise, for example, a perceived secu-
rity threat criterion, a self-efficacy criterion, a social norm
criterion, a perceived reward and punishment criterion, etc.
The SBMS dynamically generates a security behavior score
for each of the users by scoring a selection of one or more
of the context attributes from one or more security behav-
ioral models of each of the users. In an embodiment, the
SBMS classifies the context attributes into multiple pre-
defined categories that influence security behavior. The
predefined categories comprise, for example, knowledge,
user activity, user policy control, user notification, compli-
ance control, etc. The SBMS computes an intermediate
score for each of the context attributes in each of the
predefined categories on performing an assessment of
actions of each of the users in relation to the context
attributes. The SBMS generates a cumulative score for each
of the predefined categories using the intermediate score of
each of the context attributes. The SBMS then generates the
security behavior score using the generated cumulative score
of each of the predefined categories.

The SBMS dynamically generates multiple targeted, con-
textual control elements specific to a target user identified
from among the users using the security behavioral models,
the security behavior score, and one or more context librar-
ies. The targeted, contextual control elements comprise, for
example, targeted, contextual notification messages com-
prising one or more of preventive warnings based on internal
threat vectors, preventive warnings based on external threat
vectors, real-time cues and close to real-time cues to retract
from prior actions to preclude further security issues, links
to access contextual awareness content and facilitate execu-
tion of targeted training to the target user, an indication of a
reputation of applications, awareness strategy recommenda-
tions, and recommendations to execute changes to configu-
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rations of security controls, security operations, and security
policies of an organization associated with the target user. In
an embodiment, the SBMS, in communication with one or
more context libraries, dynamically generates contextual
awareness content using one or more security behavioral
models, automatically generated awareness strategies, and
personalization preferences of the target user and an orga-
nization associated with the target user. The contextual
awareness content comprises, for example, security use
cases derived from the external applications and the data
acquisition sources, security training modules, newsletters,
multi-channel threat simulations configured to educate the
target user prior to a real-time threat, etc. The SBMS
dynamically renders one or more of the targeted, contextual
control elements on a user device of the target user through
one or more of multiple delivery channels for executing a
change in the security behavior of the target user, and in turn,
the organization. In an embodiment, through the targeted,
contextual control elements, target users are requested to
review the contextual awareness content based on their
context, which saves time for the target users and is more
effective since the contextual awareness content used for the
educating the target users is targeted. Users are more likely
to study the contextual awareness content when they receive
the targeted, contextual control elements comprising the
contextual awareness content, for example, in real time or
within few seconds, or few minutes or few hours after they
make a mistake.

In another embodiment, the SBMS tracks user actions
performed in response to the targeted, contextual control
elements and maps the user actions to compliance require-
ments stored in a compliance database for regulating secu-
rity compliance and identifying gaps in security risks of the
organization. In an embodiment, the SBMS dynamically
generates policy management recommendations configured
to change configurations of security controls, security opera-
tions, and security policies of the organization based on one
or more security behavioral models of each of the users
using the dynamically generated, targeted, contextual con-
trol elements and a change in security risks of the organi-
zation incurred due to user actions performed in response to
the targeted, contextual control elements. In another
embodiment, the SBMS generates reports comprising one or
more of user actions performed in response to the targeted,
contextual control elements, security risks associated with
target users, security behavior patterns, security behavior
trends, and a correlation between the security risks and
security compliance in an organization associated with the
target users.

In one or more embodiments, related systems comprise
circuitry and/or programming for effecting the methods
disclosed herein. The circuitry and/or programming can be
any combination of hardware, software, and/or firmware
configured to effect the methods disclosed herein depending
upon the design choices of a system designer. Also, in an
embodiment, various structural elements may be employed
depending on the design choices of the system designer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed
description, is better understood when read in conjunction
with the appended drawings. For illustrating the method and
the system disclosed herein, exemplary constructions of the
method and the system disclosed herein are shown in the
drawings. However, the method and the system disclosed
herein are not limited to the specific methods and compo-
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nents disclosed herein. The description of a method step or
a component referenced by a numeral in a drawing is
applicable to the description of that method step or compo-
nent shown by that same numeral in any subsequent drawing
herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates a method for contextually managing and
executing a change in security behavior of a target user.

FIG. 2 exemplarily illustrates a system for contextually
managing and executing a change in security behavior of a
target user.

FIG. 3 exemplarily illustrates an architectural diagram
showing an exemplary implementation of modules of the
system for contextually managing and executing a change in
security behavior of a target user.

FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates an exemplary implementa-
tion of the system for dynamically rendering targeted, con-
textual control elements to a target user.

FIG. 5 exemplarily illustrates messaging pipelines imple-
mented by the system for contextually managing and execut-
ing a change in security behavior of a target user.

FIG. 6 exemplarily illustrates an application program-
ming interface connector flow involved in accessing an
external application.

FIG. 7 exemplarily illustrates interactions between a
behavior modeling engine and a control element generation
engine of the system for contextually managing and execut-
ing a change in security behavior of a target user.

FIG. 8 exemplarily illustrates a process flow diagram
showing delivery of a targeted, contextual notification mes-
sage specific to a target user for executing a change in
security behavior of an organization.

FIG. 9 exemplarily illustrates a security behavior change
model created by the behavior modeling engine.

FIG. 10 exemplarily illustrates a flow diagram comprising
the steps for generating a security behavior score for a target
user in an organization.

FIGS. 11A-11B exemplarily illustrate a tabular represen-
tation showing generation of a security behavior score for a
target user in an organization.

FIG. 12 exemplarily illustrates a graphical representation
of the security behavior change model implemented by the
behavior modeling engine.

FIGS. 13A-13K exemplarily illustrate tabular representa-
tions of a security behavior scoring model implemented by
the behavior modeling engine for executing a change in
security behavior of a target user.

FIG. 14 exemplarily illustrates a flow diagram comprising
the steps for generating a security behavior score for a target
user using machine learning.

FIG. 15 exemplarily illustrates a flowchart comprising the
steps for generating and delivering targeted, contextual
control elements specific to a target user in an organization.

FIGS. 16A-16D exemplarily illustrate a tabular represen-
tation showing targeted, contextual control elements used
for executing a change in security behavior of a target user.

FIG. 17 exemplarily illustrates a tabular representation of
a portion of a compliance database.

FIG. 18 exemplarily illustrates a flowchart comprising the
steps for regulating security compliance in an organization.

FIG. 19A exemplarily illustrates a screenshot of a mes-
sage configuration screen rendered by the system for allow-
ing an administrator to configure a targeted, contextual
notification message based on personalization preferences of
an organization.
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FIGS. 19B-19D exemplarily illustrate different targeted,
contextual notification messages generated by the control
element generation engine for executing a change in security
behavior of an organization.

FIG. 20 exemplarily illustrates system components
involved in tracking user actions performed in response to
targeted, contextual control elements and reporting security
risks associated with target users, security behavior patterns,
security behavior trends, and a correlation between the
security risks and security compliance in an organization
associated with the target users to an administration portal.

FIGS. 21A-21T exemplarily illustrate screenshots of
graphical user interfaces rendered by the system for contex-
tually managing and executing a change in security behavior
of an organization.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various aspects of the present disclosure may be embod-
ied as a method, a system, or a non-transitory, computer
readable storage medium having one or more computer
readable program codes stored thereon. Accordingly, vari-
ous embodiments of the present disclosure may take the
form of an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely soft-
ware embodiment comprising, for example, microcode,
firmware, software, etc., or an embodiment combining soft-
ware and hardware aspects that may be referred to herein as
a “system”, a “module”, an “engine”, a “circuit”, or a “unit”.

FIG. 1 illustrates a method for contextually managing and
executing a change in security behavior of a target user. As
used herein, “security behavior” refers to actions or reac-
tions of users towards security policies, standards, proce-
dures, compliance measures, etc., that affect security, for
example, cybersecurity, in a home environment or a corpo-
rate environment, for example, in an organization. Actions
that affect security behavior comprise, for example, clicking
on malicious links or files in electronic mails (emails), acts
of negligence in following security procedures of an orga-
nization such as taking backups of data, inadvertently shar-
ing passwords, transmitting sensitive documents to external
destinations without protection, etc. Also, as used herein,
“target user” refers to an individual who performs actions
that result in security incidents in a home environment or a
corporate environment. The target user is, for example, an
employee, an executive, an administrator, a home user, etc.,
for whom contexts and specific security behavioral models
are generated and to whom targeted, contextual control
elements, for example, notification messages, contextual
awareness content, recommendations, etc., are delivered to
allow the user to change the security behavior in accordance
with the user’s specific context, for example, a job role in an
organization. Also, as used herein, the term “context” refers
to a set of conditions that is present at a time and a situation
or an event when data is collected.

The method disclosed herein employs a security behavior
management system (SBMS) comprising at least one pro-
cessor configured to execute computer program instructions
for contextually managing and executing a change in secu-
rity behavior of an organization. In the method disclosed
herein, the SBMS establishes 101 a connection to multiple
external applications via an application programming inter-
face (API) system as disclosed in the detailed description of
FIG. 2. The external applications comprise, for example,
communication applications such as electronic mail (email)
applications, short message service (SMS) applications, etc.,
web sources, cloud sources, calendar applications, produc-
tivity applications, endpoint security applications, events
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and alerts of security applications, cloud collaboration appli-
cations, on-premise collaboration applications, data analyt-
ics applications, customer relationship management (CRM)
applications, enterprise resource planning (ERP) applica-
tions, file hosting applications, enterprise social media appli-
cations, marketing applications, cloud-based software as a
service (SaaS) applications, etc. The SBMS extracts 102
multiple context attributes from the external applications via
the API system and multiple data acquisition sources com-
prising, for example, surveys, management inputs, gaming
outputs, human resources (HR) systems, etc.

As used herein, “context attributes” refer to attributes, for
example, behavioral activities performed by a user moni-
tored during a session, actions performed by a user on a
computing device in an organization, applications accessed
by the user, links clicked by the user, user profile data, the
user’s job role, endpoint security events, email security
events, web events, authentication events, application (app)
events, alerts from security systems, user permissions,
awareness levels, etc., that define a context for a user. The
context attributes show activities performed by users and
mistakes made by users. Users’ understanding about poten-
tial security threats and their characteristics help them make
the right choices that influence their approach to security.
The SBMS maintains an inventory of each user and their
awareness level in each category. Based on this inventory,
the SBMS determines whether an awareness message needs
to be delivered to a target user. The extracted context
attributes are transformed and processed by one or more
algorithms executed by the SBMS for dynamically gener-
ating one or more security behavioral models for each of
multiple users and for dynamically generating one or more
targeted, contextual control elements specific to a target user
as disclosed below. In an embodiment, the SBMS identifies,
classifies, and prioritizes the context attributes based on
relevancy to a target user, as not all context attributes are
useful for user engagements. For example, the SBMS pri-
oritizes context attributes related to downloading confiden-
tial files to a universal serial bus (USB) drive or installing an
unsafe plugin on a browser.

The SBMS dynamically generates 103 one or more secu-
rity behavioral models for each of multiple users, for
example, employees of an organization, based on behavior
modeling criteria derived from the context attributes. As
used herein, “security behavioral model” refers to a model
that indicates how various context attributes form security
behavior and how those context attributes can be influenced
to execute a change in the security behavior and obtain a
desired goal. The security behavioral model of a target user
indicates the likelihood of the target user engaging in desired
security behavior. The behavior modeling criteria comprise,
for example, a perceived security threat criterion, a self-
efficacy criterion, a social norm criterion, and a perceived
reward and punishment criterion as disclosed in the detailed
description of FIG. 9. The SBMS dynamically generates 104
a security behavior score for each of the users by scoring a
selection of one or more of the context attributes from one
or more security behavioral models of each of the users as
disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS. 10-14. The
security behavior score is the basis for further behavioral
modeling and creation of a security behavior change model.
The SBMS identifies a target user from among multiple
users, for example, in an organization, based on the security
behavior score of each of the users. In an embodiment, a low
security behavior score indicates undesired behavior, caus-
ing the SBMS to target the user with the low security
behavior score for execution of a change in the target user’s
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security behavior. Furthermore, the SBMS categorizes target
users based on type of security incidents. For example, the
SBMS groups target users whose user devices have under-
gone malware and email phishing attacks in one category
and other target users whose user devices have an out-of-
date operating system and have undergone malware attacks
in another category. The SBMS correlates data between the
categories and targets the groups with contextual control
elements.

The SBMS dynamically generates 105 multiple targeted,
contextual control elements specific to the target user using
one or more security behavioral models, the security behav-
ior score, and one or more context libraries. As used herein,
“targeted, contextual control elements” refer to elements
generated by the SBMS based on the security behavioral
models and the security behavior score of the target user and
used to execute a change in the security behavior of a target
user, thereby controlling the security behavior of the target
user and security incidents triggered by actions of the target
user. In an embodiment, the SBMS generates the targeted,
contextual control elements to direct and execute security
awareness, security controls, security cues, and security
culture as disclosed in the detailed description of FIG. 9. In
an embodiment, the targeted, contextual control elements
comprise, for example, targeted, contextual notification
messages comprising one or more of preventive warnings
based on internal threat vectors, preventive warnings based
on external threat vectors, real-time cues and close to
real-time cues to retract from prior actions to preclude
further security issues, links to access contextual awareness
content and facilitate execution of targeted training to the
target user, an indication of a reputation of applications,
awareness strategy recommendations, and recommendations
to execute changes to configurations of security controls,
security operations, and security policies of an organization
associated with the target user.

In an embodiment, the targeted, contextual notification
messages are micro-messages comprising, for example,
short lines of text reciting preventive warnings, providing
links to access contextual awareness content, recommenda-
tions, etc., that aim to reduce security incidents in an
organization. In an embodiment, the SBMS, in communi-
cation with one or more context libraries, dynamically
generates contextual awareness content using one or more
security behavioral models, automatically generated aware-
ness strategies, and personalization preferences of the target
user and an organization associated with the target user. The
contextual awareness content comprises, for example, secu-
rity use cases derived from the external applications and the
data acquisition sources, security training modules, news-
letters, and multi-channel threat simulations configured to
educate the target user prior to a real-time threat. The SBMS
aligns the security training modules towards the security
incidents and how the security incidents spread. For
example, the SBMS renders a spam avoidance module to a
spam recipient, an online safety module to an online cyber-
attack victim, a USB safety module to a USB device
infection victim, etc. The contextual awareness content
promotes creation of personalized, contextual awareness
based on security activities.

The SBMS dynamically renders 106 one or more of the
targeted, contextual control elements on a user device of the
target user through one or more of multiple delivery chan-
nels for executing the change in the security behavior of the
target user. In a corporate environment, the above disclosed
steps of the method disclosed herein are performed for each
of the users of the organization to execute a change in the
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security behavior of the organization. The targeted, contex-
tual control elements provide a path for users to improve
their security compliance. Moreover, the targeted, contex-
tual control elements aim to reduce security incidents in an
organization, thereby improving security efficacy and reduc-
tion in operations staff required to deal with the security
incidents. In an embodiment, the SBMS tracks user actions
performed in response to the targeted, contextual control
elements and maps the user actions to compliance require-
ments stored in a compliance database for regulating secu-
rity compliance and identifying gaps in security risks of the
organization. In another embodiment, the SBMS dynami-
cally generates policy management recommendations con-
figured to change configurations of security controls, secu-
rity operations, and security policies of the organization
based on one or more security behavioral models of each of
the users using the dynamically generated, targeted, contex-
tual control elements and a change in security risks of the
organization incurred due to user actions performed in
response to the targeted, contextual control elements.

In another embodiment, the SBMS generates reports
comprising one or more of user actions performed in
response to the targeted, contextual control elements, secu-
rity risks associated with target users, security behavior
patterns, security behavior trends, and a correlation between
the security risks and security compliance in an organization
associated with the target users. The steps such as “extract-
ing”. “generating”, “rendering”, and “tracking” of the
method disclosed herein refer to actions and processes of a
computer system or a similar electronic computing device,
that manipulate and transform data represented as physical
or electronic quantities within registers of the computer
system and memory units into other data similarly repre-
sented as physical or electronic quantities within the memo-
ries or registers of the computer system or other such
storage, transmission, communication or display devices.
The method disclosed herein further measures 107 the
effectiveness of the targeted, contextual control elements
and through the targeted, contextual control elements,
executes a continuous cyclical process of learning, refining,
automating, and repeating 108 until security habits are
formed in each of the users in the organization. The SBMS
learns about multiple users in an organization and their
various awareness levels, and when various events stream
into the SBMS, the SBMS generates security insights that
are relevant for user awareness and delivers targeted, con-
textual control elements, for example, contextual notifica-
tion messages if a user engagement configuration permits
such messaging. Over time, the SBMS learns to optimize
context generation based on a feedback loop from the users
and analytics performed by the SBMS.

FIG. 2 exemplarily illustrates a system 200 for contextu-
ally managing and executing a change in security behavior
of a target user. The system 200 disclosed herein provides a
cybersecurity technology platform that manages, strategizes,
monitors, measures, acts on, and automates security behav-
ior of an target user, for example, in an organization such
that the behavior of each user in the organization is changed
to implement best security practices and create an optimal
security habit among the users in the organization. The
system 200 disclosed herein provides application program-
ming interface (API) based learning of security behavior of
users. Moreover, the system 200 disclosed herein combines
teachable events related to security behavior, user personas
and their abilities, security insights, a rating or a reputation
of applications (apps), and a behavior modification frame-
work into the cybersecurity technology platform to deliver
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the right set of targeted, contextual control elements, for
example, contextual notification messages to the right set of
users, for example, via a cloud platform. As used herein,
“teachable events” refer to informative data, for example,
microcontent, intended to contextually train and educate the
target user. The system 200 disclosed herein is implemented,
for example, at enterprises for directing users, for example,
employees, into an active line of defense against cyberse-
curity concerns. The system 200 disclosed herein learns
what messaging works in an organization and tunes the
messaging based on its performance with the intent of
changing and improving the organization’s security culture.

The system 200 disclosed herein comprises an API system
202, a data extraction engine 205, a behavior modeling
engine 208, and a control element generation engine 212.
The API system 202 comprises an API gateway 203 and API
connectors 204 with corresponding APIs 204a, 204b, 204c,
204d, and 204e configured to connect to multiple external
applications 201. The data extraction engine 205 establishes
a connection to multiple external applications 201 via the
API system 202. The API system 202 accesses the external
applications 201 using, for example, a representational state
transfer (REST) web services architecture that uses a hyper-
text transfer protocol (HTTP). The API gateway 203 is, for
example, the Microsoft® Azure API gateway or the Amazon
API gateway. In a corporate environment, the data extraction
engine 205 integrates with corporate applications of multiple
cloud providers, for example, customer relationship man-
agement (CRM) and cloud solutions of Salesforce.com. Inc.,
threat prevention applications of Cylance, Inc., Office 365®
of Microsoft Corporation, the cloud enterprise resource
planning (ERP) system of Workday, Inc., cloud-based team
collaboration software tools of Slack Technologies, Inc.,
etc., information technology (IT) applications of Symantec
Corporation, McAfee LLC, International Business
Machines (IBM) Corporation, Splunk, Inc., etc., endpoint
security applications, data loss prevention software applica-
tions, website security software applications, and other
in-org applications such as bank applications, human
resources (HR) systems, etc., to generate insights about
users, assets, and activities of the organization and targeted,
contextual control elements for the users.

Users typically deal with different security context and
interact with security protections tools to protect their
devices from security threats. For example, when users
browse the internet, web protection security applications
prevent the users from accessing malicious websites or
malicious content. The web protection security applications
create different events to record user actions, for example,
browsing a malicious website knowingly or unknowingly at
a particular time. These events provide insights that can be
used to generate targeted, contextual control elements that,
in an embodiment, contextually train and educate the user
about best practices for securely browsing websites. In
another example, an endpoint protection application protects
endpoint devices from malware. If a user downloads files
that may contain malware from the internet, the endpoint
protection application terminates the download and records
the download attempt as an event. This event provides an
insight that can be used to generate targeted, contextual
control elements that, in an embodiment, contextually train
and educate the user about malware and basics of malware.
As not all contexts are relevant to every user, the system 200
disclosed herein generates one or more context libraries 215
shown in FIG. 3, comprising different security categories,
for example, endpoint, web, email, apps, etc., to determine
which context is relevant for a target user. The system 200
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uses the context libraries 215 to generate contexts, and in
turn, security behavioral models for each user in the orga-
nization. The system 200 dynamically updates the security
categories based on an advancement of the latest threat
vectors or attack vectors and their sources. Threat vectors
refer to methods, paths, or tools, for example, email, web,
social media, universal serial bus (USB) devices, etc., used
to activate security threats to attack endpoint devices of
users. The threat vectors originate, for example, from exter-
nal applications, internal applications, and supply chain
applications.

The data extraction engine 205 extracts multiple context
attributes from the external applications 201 via the API
system 202 and multiple data acquisition sources. The data
extraction engine 205 performs data ingestion, for example,
across emails, files, web sources, cloud sources, calendar
applications, enterprise social media applications, marketing
applications, productivity applications, endpoint security
applications, etc., to extract the context attributes and learn
patterns by executing one or more rule-based, supervised
and unsupervised machine learning and data analytics algo-
rithms. The context attributes comprise, for example, activ-
ity telemetry, relevancy metrics, security severity levels,
actionability metrics, skill metrics, a timing metric, user
actions, peer actions, historic responses, and user roles and
permissions in an organization associated with a target user.
The activity telemetry comprises, for example, security
events such as endpoint security events, email security
events, end user activity events, etc., web events, authenti-
cation events, application (app) events, compliance events,
etc., initiated by a user or received by a user. The endpoint
security events generate insights, for example, malware
detected, malware not cleaned, antivirus not updated,
browser plug-in not approved, databases not updated, etc.
The web events generate insights, for example, users who
click on bad links, users who frequently visit risky websites,
users who download a large amount of content, user devices
with heavy data traffic, users using risky applications, etc.
The email security events generate insights, for example,
users who send emails with known malware, ransomware,
etc., users who send emails to external users, users who
receive emails from external users, users who send emails
with unusual file types, etc. The app events generate
insights, for example, users who installed non-compliant
apps, etc. The security behavior management system
(SBMS) maintains a context library of relevant app events,
for example, a user accessing an HR app and downloading
employee records, a sales representative downloading sales
leads information from a customer relationship management
(CRM) application, etc., for the purpose of generating
awareness content. The activity telemetry further comprises,
for example, alerts from security systems. Other security
events extracted by the data extraction engine 205 comprise,
for example, events related to data protection, email security,
social engineering, phishing, device safety, password safety,
malware, ransomware, travel security, safe social network,
safe web browsing, mobile device security, insider threats,
etc. The compliance events indicate, for example, whether
software is out of date, whether a security policy is not
enabled, whether a security policy is not enforced, etc. The
data extraction engine 205 extracts end user activity events,
for example, via IT applications. The end user activity
events comprise, for example, sharing data to other users
internally and externally via a Slack® team collaboration
software tool, Microsoft Office® team application events,
etc.
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The relevancy metrics comprise, for example, insights on
whether information is relevant to the target user. The
security severity levels comprising, for example, a critical
severity level, a high severity level, a medium severity level,
and a low severity level, indicate the severity of a threat. The
actionability metrics determine whether information has any
follow-up action, for example, update an application to a
latest version, learn a piece of information, report an inci-
dent, etc. The skill metrics determine whether a user has the
skills, security expertise, or abilities to understand and
utilize a piece of information. The timing metric determines
whether the timing of the information is relevant, for
example, a user having browsed a bad website an hour ago.
The user actions comprise, for example, browsing a website,
clicking a link in an email, inserting a USB device into an
endpoint device, etc. The historic responses comprise a
user’s past response to messages, for example, accepting the
messages but ignoring actions required to be performed,
completing the actions, not accepting the messages, etc. The
user roles comprise, for example, an administration role, an
executive role, external facing roles, etc., their criticality and
impact. The context attributes further comprise, for
example, indicators that measure a user’s motivation to
proactively address potential security challenges, and a
security maturity score of the organization with relation, for
example, to a security policy, security tools, technology,
processes, management, etc. On receiving the context attri-
butes from the external applications 201 via the API gateway
203, the API connectors 204 of the API system 202 transmit
the context attributes to the data extraction engine 205 via an
internal messaging pipeline 205g as exemplarily illustrated
in FIG. 2. In an embodiment, the data extraction engine 205
comprises multiple compute clusters, for example, 205b,
205d, and 205f, that receive the context attributes from the
internal messaging pipeline 205g and parse and categorize
the context attributes into multiple predefined categories.
The predefined categories comprise, for example, policy and
procedure categories, security categories, and compliance
categories. The compute clusters, for example, 205b, 205d,
and 205f of the data extraction engine 205 store the catego-
rized context attributes in storage devices, for example,
attribute stores 205a, 205¢, and 205¢. The compute clusters,
for example, 205b, 205d, and 205f of the data extraction
engine 205 transmit the categorized context attributes to the
behavior modeling engine 208 via the internal messaging
pipeline 205g.

In an embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208
operates as a context engine and dynamically generates one
or more security behavioral models for each of multiple
users based on behavior modeling criteria derived from the
context attributes as disclosed in the detailed description of
FIG. 9. In another embodiment, the behavior modeling
engine 208 operates as a behavior scoring engine and
dynamically generates a security behavior score for each of
the users by scoring a selection of one or more of the context
attributes from one or more security behavioral models of
each of the users as disclosed in the detailed descriptions of
FIGS. 10-14. The behavior modeling engine 208 operating
as a combination of a context engine and a behavior scoring
engine establishes a behavior modification framework that
interacts with the control element generation engine 212 for
generating targeted, contextual control elements that execute
a change in security behavior of a target user, and in turn, the
organization. In an embodiment, through the behavior modi-
fication framework, the behavior modeling engine 208 cre-
ates a behavior change model that defines security behavior
based on awareness, organizational security structure, and
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triggers as disclosed in the detailed description of FIG. 9. In
this embodiment, awareness refers to a user’s knowledge
about security incidents, skills to understand security, and
security practices with which the user is familiar. Awareness
about various security topics and threat vectors, for example,
data protection, email security, social engineering, phishing,
device safety, password safety, ransomware, travel security,
safe social networking, safe web browsing, mobile devices
security, compliance, insider threats, etc., provide the skills
necessary for a user to take appropriate actions and follow
the desired security behavior. In another embodiment,
through the behavior modification framework, the behavior
modeling engine 208 communicates with the control ele-
ment generation engine 212 to render awareness content to
target users, for example, using content-based training,
gamification of security concepts, posters, banners, news-
letters, etc.

Organizational security structure defines user actions that
are allowed by an organization, social acceptance of user
actions, and consequences of user actions. Organizations
typically provide antivirus solutions, web protection soft-
ware, email protection software, etc., and define various
security policies and processes that constitute the organiza-
tional security structure. Organizational security structure
comprises, for example, cybersecurity policies that dictate
rules of security behavior or dos and don’ts related to
security behavior, operational processes that set user activity
expectations, security controls and their configurations that
create boundaries for user actions, a rewards system that
creates motivation to act in various situations, etc. The
behavior modification framework leverages the organiza-
tional security structure to execute a change in security
behavior of an organization. To motivate users to behave in
a desired way with respect to security, security policies of
the organizational security structure act as guard rails. In an
example, an organization may limit the users’ access to
social media during work hours based on the IT policy. If the
users’ access is controlled systematically, user behavior is
controlled; however, if the users’ access is enforced non-
systematically as described in a security policy, the behavior
modification framework performs a follow up action with
the user to direct the users towards the desired behavior. In
another example, an organization may restrict USB device
usage and systematically control the USB device usage
using security tools; however, activities related to USB
device usage are typically only monitored and systemati-
cally controlled. In this example, communication with the
user re-enforces the security policy’s desired behavior. The
triggers comprise the targeted, contextual control elements
that execute a change in the security behavior of the target
user by a continuous feedback process until good security
habits are formed in the target user. To establish long lasting
organizational security behavior, activity tracking should be
a continuous process and a continuous, personalized
reminder is required against a set of desired behavior
expectations.

The behavior modeling engine 208 receives the catego-
rized context attributes from the data extraction engine 205
via the internal messaging pipeline 205g. In an embodiment,
the behavior modeling engine 208 performs machine learn-
ing 208d by executing one or more of rule-based, super-
vised, and unsupervised machine learning algorithms on the
categorized context attributes using metadata 208a, rules
208b, and co-relations 208c to dynamically generate one or
more security behavioral models for each of the users. In an
embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208 retrieves the
metadata 208a comprising, for example, user profiles, secu-
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rity policies of an organization associated with the users,
etc., from a metadata storage device 207 for performing the
computations required for dynamically generating one or
more security behavioral models for each of the users. In an
embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208 performs
machine learning 208d by executing one or more of rule-
based, supervised, and unsupervised machine learning algo-
rithms on the categorized context attributes using metadata
208a, rules 208b, and co-relations 208c to dynamically
generate a security behavior score for each of the users.

In an embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208
comprises a recommender 208e for rendering recommenda-
tion inputs to the control element generation engine 212 for
generating recommendations to execute changes to configu-
rations of security controls, security operations, and security
policies of an organization based on the dynamically gen-
erated security behavioral models of each of the users. In
another embodiment, the recommender 208e of the behavior
modeling engine 208 renders recommendation inputs to a
policy management module 219 of the system 200 disclosed
herein shown in FIG. 3, for dynamically generating policy
management recommendations configured to change con-
figurations of security controls, security operations, and
security policies of an organization based on one or more
security behavioral models of each of the users using the
dynamically generated targeted, contextual control elements
and a change in security risks of the organization incurred
due to user actions performed in response to the targeted,
contextual control elements. The security behavior of users
substantially influences the configuration of security con-
trols. The policy management module 219 generates the
policy management recommendations based on the security
behavioral models of each of the users to tune the security
controls for optimum results in executing a change in the
security behavior of the users. For example, the policy
management module 219, in communication with the rec-
ommender 208e, generates and renders policy management
recommendations to a security operations center of an
organization based on a change in the security risks caused
by target users. When target users respond to the targeted,
contextual control elements, for example, the targeted, con-
textual notification messages, recommendations, etc., the
users may take actions to avoid future security risks, thereby
reducing the security risks caused by them. In another
example, if there is an increase in the security risks, the
policy management module 219, in communication with the
recommender 208e, generates additional recommendations
to train target users and/or implement changes to configu-
rations of security controls, security operations, and security
policies of the organization. The behavior modeling engine
208, in operable communication with the control element
generation engine 212 and the policy management module
219, establishes a feedback loop for configuring security
polices and security controls in the organization. The behav-
ior modeling engine 208 transmits the recommendation
inputs generated by the recommender 208e and the recom-
mendations received from the control element generation
engine 212 and/or the policy management module 219 to a
database 209 that stores contextual recommendations via an
internal messaging pipeline 211 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 2. In an embodiment, a compute cluster 210 processes
the recommendation inputs and the recommendations prior
to storing the recommendation inputs and the recommenda-
tions in the database 209.

The databases in the system 200, for example, 205a, 205c,
205e, 206, 207, 209, etc., can be any storage area or medium
that can be used for storing data and files. The databases can
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be, for example, any of structured query language (SQL)
data stores or not only SQL (NoSQL) data stores. In an
embodiment, the databases can also be locations on a file
system. In another embodiment, the databases can be
remotely accessed by the data extraction engine 205, the
behavior modeling engine 208, and the control element
generation engine 212, via a network, for example, the
internet. In another embodiment, the databases are config-
ured as cloud-based databases implemented in a cloud
computing environment, where computing resources are
delivered as a service over the network. As used herein,
“cloud computing environment” refers to a processing envi-
ronment comprising configurable computing physical and
logical resources, for example, networks, servers, storage
media, virtual machines, applications, services, etc., and
data distributed over the network. The cloud computing
environment provides on-demand network access to a
shared pool of the configurable computing physical and
logical resources. In an embodiment, one or more of the
context libraries 215 comprise a collection of security best
practices that can be used by the control element generation
engine 212 to automate the generation of the targeted,
contextual control elements, for example, the targeted, con-
textual notification messages and deliver contextual aware-
ness content to a target user. In another embodiment, one or
more of the context libraries 215 is a security insights library
comprising a collection of threat events and their sources. In
another embodiment, one or more of the context libraries
215 comprise predefined cyber security situations and sce-
narios to which different users behave differently. Adminis-
trators may select and configure these predefined cyber
security situations and scenarios on a graphical user inter-
face (GUI) of their user devices for their organizations to
watch.

The behavior modeling engine 208 performs a look up of
threat data comprising, for example, malware names, from
multiple security vendors via the API system 202 and stores
the threat data along with a combination of machine gener-
ated probabilities and security analyst research data in the
context libraries 215. The behavior modeling engine 208
determines a potential source of a security event with a
probability score. The behavior modeling engine 208 then
adds the context of when, where, and how the security event
occurred for a target user, which aids in predicting insights
of the security event. For example, the behavior modeling
engine 208 detects “Virus Win32/Virtu.gen! AO” on a com-
puting device and determines that this virus has a higher
probability of being propagated via a USB device. If the user
has performed an endpoint and USB action around the time
of the virus, the behavior modeling engine 208 determines
that an infection spread via the USB device. In some cases,
security events contain the threat data to perform a confir-
mation of the security incident.

The behavior modeling engine 208 transmits the dynami-
cally generated security behavioral models and the recom-
mendation inputs to the control element generation engine
212 via the internal messaging pipeline 211. The control
element generation engine 212 dynamically generates tar-
geted, contextual control elements specific to a target user
identified from among multiple users using the dynamically
generated security behavioral models, the security behavior
score, and one or more context libraries 215. In an embodi-
ment, the control element generation engine 212 operates as
a messaging engine and dynamically generates targeted,
contextual notification messages comprising, for example,
one or more of preventive warnings based on internal threat
vectors, preventive warnings based on external threat vec-
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tors, real-time cues and close to real-time cues to retract
from prior actions to preclude further security issues, links
to access contextual awareness content and facilitate execu-
tion of targeted training to the target user, an indication of a
reputation of applications, awareness strategy recommenda-
tions, and recommendations to execute changes to configu-
rations of security controls, security operations, and security
policies of an organization associated with the target user. In
an example, if a target user receives a request for a wire
transfer of monetary funds, the control element generation
engine 212 generates a targeted, contextual notification
message “Looks like you have a wire transfer request. Click
on the following link to learn about the corporate policy of
the organization” in accordance with the personalization
preferences of the organization. In another example, the
control element generation engine 212 generates a targeted,
contextual notification message “The email you just opened
was a phishing attack. This is how you can find that out in
the future”.

In an embodiment, the control element generation engine
212, in communication with one or more of the context
libraries 215, dynamically generates contextual awareness
content using one or more security behavioral models,
automatically generated awareness strategies, and personal-
ization preferences of the target user and an organization
associated with the target user. The personalization prefer-
ences of the target user comprise, for example, a commu-
nication mode such as email, short message service (SMS)
message, a collaboration app, etc., through which the target
user wants to receive the contextual awareness content. The
personalization preferences of the organization comprise,
for example, a format or a template in which the contextual
awareness content is configured to be sent in accordance
with the organization’s requirements to the target user. In an
embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208 accesses a
database 206 that stores awareness data and selectively
retrieves one or more awareness data modules from the
database 206. In an embodiment, the behavior modeling
engine 208 transmits the awareness data and the awareness
data modules to the control element generation engine 212
via the internal messaging pipeline 211 for the dynamic
generation of contextual awareness content specific to the
target user. In another embodiment, the behavior modeling
engine 208 allows the control element generation engine 212
to directly access the database 206 via the internal messag-
ing pipeline 211 for dynamically generating contextual
awareness content specific to the target user.

The contextual awareness content comprises, for
example, security use cases derived from the external appli-
cations 201 and the data acquisition sources, security train-
ing modules, newsletters, etc. In an example, if a user is
traveling to China, the control element generation engine
212 receives one or more awareness data modules on how to
keep data safe in China from the behavior modeling engine
208 for the dynamic generation of the contextual awareness
content specific to the target user. In another example, if a
user is traveling to Europe, the control element generation
engine 212 receives one or more General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) compliance modules from the behavior
modeling engine 208 for the dynamic generation of the
contextual awareness content specific to the target user. In
another example, if a bank employee is installing an unau-
thorized software as a service (SaaS) app on an endpoint
device, the control element generation engine 212, in com-
munication with the behavior modeling engine 208 and/or
the context libraries 215, generates contextual awareness
content comprising best practices in using cloud compliance
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and a service organization control 2 (SOC 2) micro-message
with a list of approved applications and renders the contex-
tual awareness content and the micro-message to the target
user. In another example, if malware is detected but not
cleaned from an endpoint device, the control element gen-
eration engine 212, in communication with the behavior
modeling engine 208 and/or the context libraries 215, gen-
erates and renders contextual awareness content comprising
remediation do-it-yourself (DIY) advice on what to do to
safeguard the endpoint device to the target user. In another
example, if an HR administrator shares protected health
information (PHI) to an external user device, the control
element generation engine 212, in communication with the
behavior modeling engine 208 and/or the context libraries
215, generates and renders a Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) micro-message to the tar-
get user.

In an embodiment, the contextual awareness content
further comprises multi-channel threat simulations gener-
ated by the behavior modeling engine 208 and/or the control
element generation engine 212. As used herein, “multi-
channel threat simulations” refer to simulations of real-
world security threats generated based on a selection of one
or more of the context attributes specific to a target user and
that can be delivered to user devices, for example, endpoint
devices, to educate the target user via multiple delivery
channels, for example, email, a social engineering call, an
SMS message, a collaboration app, an IT application, a
security product application, etc., and any other cloud apps
from a cloud apps marketplace. The multi-channel threat
simulations provide mock threat situations in the target
user’s context through multiple delivery channels to deter-
mine the target user’s security behavior. The multi-channel
threat simulations are configured to educate the target user
prior to a real-time threat. The behavior modeling engine
208 generates new sources to create additional contexts
using the multi-channel threat simulations. For example, the
behavior modeling engine 208 generates mock email phish-
ing threat simulations or mock cloud app simulations in a
cloud apps marketplace. The behavior modeling engine 208
and/or the control element generation engine 212 track user
actions in response to the multi-channel threat simulations
and generate contextual awareness content to train the target
user to mitigate a real-time threat. The multi-channel threat
simulations allow users to become aware of the mistakes
they are making that result in security incidents. From the
user actions to the multi-channel threat simulations, the
control element generation engine 212 generates teachable
events that trigger the users to undergo training specific to
their context and retain knowledge and tips provided to
avoid security threat attacks in the future.

The control element generation engine 212 also generates
different micro-messages based on a type of engagement
with a user. The micro-messages comprise, for example,
alerts, reminders, tips, safety guidelines, and instructions for
performing actions such as activating a firewall, enabling an
antivirus, performing an on-demand scan, encrypting a user
device that implements bring your own technology (BYOT),
cleaning malware from an endpoint device, using an
approved collaboration app, undergoing training, sharing
content through social media, etc. The control element
generation engine 212 implements contextual user engage-
ment and change in security behavior to reduce security
incidents and encourage DIY user actions. The control
element generation engine 212 also generates different
micro-messages based on security and compliance catego-
ries, for example, calendar, endpoint security, data loss

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

prevention, encryption, social media. Payment Card Indus-
try Data Security Standard (PCI DSS), HIPAA, cloud, email,
web, etc. In an embodiment, the control element generation
engine 212 automatically selects one or more of the targeted,
contextual control elements that would have a high prob-
ability of acceptance and engagement by a target user for
executing a change in the security behavior of the target user.
In an embodiment, the control element generation engine
212 utilizes a history of user engagement, for example,
whether and when the target user received a particular
contextual control element, to select and render one or more
of'the targeted, contextual control elements to the target user.
In an embodiment, the control element generation engine
212 accesses a policy control configured to control the type
of contextual control elements that should be delivered, the
frequency of delivery of the contextual control elements, the
type of message tone in the contextual control elements
based on the organization’s security culture, etc.

The control element generation engine 212 dynamically
renders one or more of the targeted, contextual control
elements to a user device 214 of the target user through one
or more of multiple delivery channels, for example, email,
SMS, a mobile app, a collaboration app, etc., via respective
APIs, for example, 212a, 212b, and 212¢, for executing the
change in the security behavior of the target user. The user
device 214 is an electronic device, for example, one or more
of a personal computer, a tablet computing device, a mobile
computer, a mobile phone, a smart phone, a portable com-
puting device, a laptop, a personal digital assistant, a wear-
able device such as a smart glass, a smart watch, etc., a touch
centric device, a workstation, a client device, a portable
electronic device, a network enabled computing device, an
interactive network enabled communication device, a gam-
ing device, an image capture device, a web browser, any
other suitable computing equipment, combinations of mul-
tiple pieces of computing equipment, etc. The control ele-
ment generation engine 212 delivers the targeted, contextual
control elements to the user device 214 of the target user via
an API gateway 213. In an embodiment, the control element
generation engine 212 automatically selects one or more of
the delivery channels that has a high probability of success
in executing a change in the security behavior of the target
user. The control element generation engine 212 delivers the
targeted, contextual control elements to the user device 214
of the target user via the automatically selected delivery
channels.

FIG. 3 exemplarily illustrates an architectural diagram
showing an exemplary implementation of modules of the
system 200 for contextually managing and executing a
change in security behavior of a target user. In an embodi-
ment, various modules of the system 200 disclosed herein
are deployed in the security behavior management system
(SBMS) 303. The SBMS 303 accesses multiple external
applications 201a and 201b associated with data providers
and service providers respectively, via the application pro-
gramming interface (API) system 202. The API system 202
connects to the external applications 201a and 201b via a
network 301, for example, a short-range network or a
long-range network. The network 301 is, for example, one of
the internet, an intranet, a wired network, a wireless net-
work, a communication network that implements Blu-
etooth® of Bluetooth Sig, Inc., a network that implements
Wi-Fi® of Wi-Fi Alliance Corporation, an ultra-wideband
communication network (UWB), a wireless universal serial
bus (USB) communication network, a communication net-
work that implements ZigBee® of ZigBee Alliance Corpo-
ration, a general packet radio service (GPRS) network, a
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mobile telecommunication network such as a global system
for mobile (GSM) communications network, a code division
multiple access (CDMA) network, a third generation (3G)
mobile communication network, a fourth generation (4G)
mobile communication network, a fifth generation (5G)
mobile communication network, a long-term evolution
(LTE) mobile communication network, a public telephone
network, etc., a local area network, a wide area network, an
internet connection network, an infrared communication
network, etc., or a network formed from any combination of
these networks.

The API gateway 203 of the API system 202 acts as a
single point of entry for retrieving multiple context attributes
from the external applications 201a and 201b. In an embodi-
ment, the API gateway 203 uses a REST web services
architecture 203a to access the external applications 201a
and 201b. Furthermore, the API gateway 203 handles opera-
tions, for example, metering 203b, monitoring 203c, logging
203e, authentication 203f; routing 203g, and throttling 203b
to execute communications between the external applica-
tions 201a and 201b and the API connectors 204. The API
gateway 203 stores operational data in a cache 203d. The
API gateway 203 connects to the API connectors 204 of the
API system 202 comprising multiple APIs, for example,
204a, 204b, 204c, 2044, etc., that provide access to different
external applications 201a and 201b via a load balancer 302.
The load balancer 302 distributes and balances the workload
in the system 200 via the API gateway 203. The SBMS 303
is a computer system programmable using high-level com-
puter programming languages. In an embodiment, the
SBMS 303 is implemented using programmed and purpose-
ful hardware. In an embodiment, the SBMS 303 is acces-
sible to users, for example, through a broad spectrum of
technologies and user devices such as smart phones, tablet
computing devices, endpoint devices, etc., with access to the
network 301. In an embodiment, the SBMS 303 is imple-
mented in a cloud computing environment. In an embodi-
ment, the SBMS 303 is a cloud computing-based platform
implemented as a service for contextually managing and
executing a change in security behavior of a target user. In
another embodiment, the SBMS 303 is implemented as an
on-premise platform comprising on-premise software
installed and run on computers on the premises of an
organization. In the system 200 disclosed herein, the SBMS
303 comprising the data extraction engine 205, the behavior
modeling engine 208, and the control element generation
engine 212 and their respective compute clusters, interfaces
with the API system 202, and in an embodiment, with a
learning management system (LMS) 803 shown in FIG. 8,
and therefore more than one specifically programmed com-
puting system is used for contextually managing and execut-
ing a change in security behavior of a target user.

As exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 3, the system 200
disclosed herein further comprises a non-transitory, com-
puter-readable storage medium, for example, a memory unit
304 deployed in the SBMS 303, for storing computer
program instructions defined by the modules, for example,
205, 208, 212, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc., of the
SBMS 303. As used herein, “non-transitory computer-read-
able storage medium” refers to all computer-readable media,
for example, non-volatile media, volatile media, and trans-
mission media, except for a transitory, propagating signal.
Non-volatile media comprise, for example, solid state
drives, optical discs or magnetic disks, and other persistent
memory volatile media including a dynamic random-access
memory (DRAM), which typically constitute a main
memory. Volatile media comprise, for example, a register
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memory, a processor cache, a random-access memory
(RAM), etc. Transmission media comprise, for example,
coaxial cables, copper wire, fiber optic cables, modems, etc.,
including wires that constitute a system bus coupled to a
processor 306. The system 200 disclosed herein further
comprise a processor 306 operably and communicatively
coupled to the memory unit 304 for executing the computer
program instructions defined by the modules, for example,
205, 208, 212, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc., of the
SBMS 303. The memory unit 304 is used for storing
program instructions, applications, and data. The memory
unit 304 is, for example, a random-access memory (RAM)
or another type of dynamic storage device that stores infor-
mation and instructions for execution by the processor 306.
The memory unit 304 also stores temporary variables and
other intermediate information used during execution of the
instructions by the processor 306. The SBMS 303 further
comprises read only memories (ROMs) or other types of
static storage devices that store static information and
instructions for execution by the processor 306. In an
embodiment, the modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215,
216, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc., of the SBMS 303 are stored in
the memory unit 304.

The processor 306 is configured to execute the computer
program instructions defined by the modules, for example,
205, 208, 212, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc., of the
SBMS 303 for contextually managing and executing a
change in security behavior of a target user. The processor
306 refers to any one or more microprocessors, central
processing unit (CPU) devices, finite state machines, com-
puters, microcontrollers, digital signal processors, logic, a
logic device, an user circuit, an application specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), a field-programmable gate array
(FPGA), a chip, etc., or any combination thereof, capable of
executing computer programs or a series of commands,
instructions, or state transitions. In an embodiment, the
processor 306 is implemented as a processor set comprising,
for example, a programmed microprocessor and a math or
graphics co-processor. The SBMS 303 is not limited to
employing the processor 306. In an embodiment, the SBMS
303 employs controllers or microcontrollers. The processor
306 executes the modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215,
216, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc., of the SBMS 303.

As exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 3, the SBMS 303
further comprises a data bus 305, a display unit 307, a
network interface 308, and common modules 309. The data
bus 305 permits communications between the modules, for
example, 304, 306, 307,308, and 309 of the SBMS 303. The
display unit 307, via a graphical user interface (GUI) 307a,
displays information, display interfaces, user interface ele-
ments such as checkboxes, input text fields, etc., for
example, for allowing a user such as a system administrator
in an organization to configure message templates and
personalization preferences of the organization for facilitat-
ing the dynamic generation of contextual awareness content
and other targeted, contextual control elements for target
users in the organization. The SBMS 303 renders the GUI
307a on the display unit 307 for receiving inputs from the
system administrator. The GUI 307a comprises, for
example, online web interfaces, web-based downloadable
application interfaces, mobile-based downloadable applica-
tion interfaces, etc. The display unit 307 displays the GUI
307a.

The network interface 308 enables connection of the
SBMS 303 to the network 301 via the API system 202. In an
embodiment, the network interface 308 is provided as an
interface card also referred to as a line card. The network
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interface 308 is, for example, one or more of infrared
interfaces, interfaces implementing Wi-Fi® of Wi-Fi Alli-
ance Corporation, universal serial bus interfaces, FireWire®
interfaces of Apple Inc., Ethernet interfaces, frame relay
interfaces, cable interfaces, digital subscriber line interfaces,
token ring interfaces, peripheral controller interconnect
interfaces, local area network interfaces, wide area network
interfaces, interfaces using serial protocols, interfaces using
parallel protocols, Ethernet communication interfaces, asyn-
chronous transfer mode interfaces, high speed serial inter-
faces, fiber distributed data interfaces, interfaces based on
transmission control protocol/internet protocol, interfaces
based on wireless communications technology such as sat-
ellite technology, radio frequency technology, near field
communication, etc. The common modules 309 of the
SBMS 303 comprise, for example, input/output (I/O) con-
trollers, input devices, output devices, fixed media drives
such as hard drives, removable media drives for receiving
removable media, etc. Computer applications and programs
are used for operating the SBMS 303. The programs are
loaded onto fixed media drives and into the memory unit 304
via the removable media drives. In an embodiment, the
computer applications and programs are loaded into the
memory unit 304 directly via the network 301.

In an exemplary implementation shown in FIG. 3, the
modules of the system 200 disclosed herein comprise the
data extraction engine 205, the behavior modeling engine
208, the control element generation engine 212, and the
context libraries 215 as disclosed in the detailed description
of FIG. 2. In an embodiment, the data extraction engine 205,
the behavior modeling engine 208, and the control element
generation engine 212 are stored in the memory unit 304 and
executed by the processor 306. In an embodiment, the
modules of the system 200 disclosed herein further comprise
a compliance mapping module 217 and a compliance data-
base 218. The compliance mapping module 217 tracks user
actions performed in response to the targeted, contextual
control elements and maps the user actions to compliance
requirements stored in the compliance database 218 for
regulating security compliance and identifying gaps in secu-
rity risks of an organization. The compliance database 218
stores regulations and dictionaries of multiple compliance
authorities, for example, the General Data Protection Regu-
lation (GDPR) authorities. The compliance database 218 can
be any storage area or medium that can be used for storing
data and files. The compliance database 218 can be, for
example, any of structured query language (SQL) data stores
or not only SQL (NoSQL) data stores. In an embodiment,
the compliance database 218 can also be a location on a file
system. In another embodiment, the compliance database
218 can be remotely accessed by the compliance mapping
module 217 via the network 301. In another embodiment,
the compliance database 218 is configured as a cloud-based
database implemented in a cloud computing environment.

Users, for example, employees are expected to behave a
certain way to meet the compliance standards for the orga-
nization. The compliance mapping module 217 identifies the
user actions that potentially harm cybersecurity related
compliance standards of the organization. In an embodi-
ment, the compliance mapping module 217 generates and
renders one or more reports related to the identified user
actions to a user device of a system administrator of the
organization to allow the system administrator to track the
user actions and trigger the dynamic generation of contex-
tual awareness content to train and educate target users
directly about the importance of certain violations and user
actions and their potential causes and effects, thereby
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improving security awareness of the target users and ensur-
ing compliance of the security policies of the organization.

In another embodiment, the modules of the system 200
disclosed herein further comprise a reporting module 220, in
operable communication with the behavior modeling engine
208, for generating reports comprising one or more of user
actions performed in response to the targeted, contextual
control elements, security risks associated with target users,
security behavior patterns, security behavior trends, and a
correlation between the security risks and security compli-
ance in an organization associated with the target users. The
reporting module 220 generates and renders multiple reports
comprising the security risks associated with target users
and relevance of the security risks to security compliance
standards, for example, standards of Health Insurance Por-
tability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996, the Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the Payment Card
Industry Data Security Standard (PCI DSS), National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology (NIST), etc., to an end
user, for example, a security operations center (SOC) admin-
istrator of an organization. The reporting module 220 gen-
erates online reports with charts and graphs to provide
complete visibility of the entire behavior management pro-
cess implemented by the system 200 disclosed herein. In an
embodiment, the reporting module 220 performs a casual
inference analysis, for example, by determining the percent-
age of employees who cause security incidents in an orga-
nization.

In another embodiment, the reporting module 220 gener-
ates reports that provide, for example, visibility to integra-
tion points such as the health of API system integration, data
ingestion information, user interaction information such as
message accepted, message opened rate, actioned rate, train-
ing completion status, etc. In another embodiment, the
reporting module 220 generates cause and effect reports or
return on investment (ROI) reports that indicate results
produced based on user engagements and user actions in
response to the targeted, contextual control elements. For
example, for customers using the Slack® application, an
organization may have a goal to increase the security posture
of the organization by increasing multifactor authentication.
The control element generation engine 212 engages with the
user via messaging and communicates with the reporting
module 220 to generate a final report on user enabled
multifactor authentication based on messaging interven-
tions. In another embodiment, the reporting module 220
performs user level reporting by generating reports indicat-
ing the security behavior score of the target user, overtime
reports on how the users progress, and gaps in the security
risks of the organization. For example, after a targeted,
contextual notification message comprising a link to access
security awareness content is sent to the target user, for
example, via email, the reporting module 220 tracks user
actions, for example, whether the target user clicked on the
link in the email and undertook training. The reporting
module 220 also determines whether a reminder to undergo
training needs to be sent to the target user, how much
malware was received by the target user over a period of
time, a percentage of top spam recipients who are no longer
top recipients, a percentage of vulnerable users targeted by
suspicious emails in a month, whether target users are
reporting spam, etc.

In another embodiment, the modules of the system 200
disclosed herein further comprise an awareness strategy
module 216 for automatically generating awareness strate-
gies based on the security behavioral models dynamically
generated by the behavior modeling engine 208 for improv-
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ing awareness of target users including system administra-
tors. The generated awareness strategies comprise specifi-
cations of what users need to know in terms of security
threat concepts and how security controls need to be opti-
mally tuned to suit a target user’s security behavioral
requirements. The awareness strategy module 216 recom-
mends the awareness strategies to system administrators via
their user devices. The awareness strategy module 216
allows target users, for example, corporate administrators to
quickly make decisions on whom to be focused and what to
be focused in terms of awareness automation. In an embodi-
ment, the awareness strategy module 216 generates and
renders one or more reports on the generated awareness
strategies to a user device of a system administrator of the
organization to provide insights and tools for the system
administrator to automate the generation of targeted, con-
textual control elements and deliver awareness content to
target users. For example, the awareness strategy module
216 provides security habit insights to managers and human
resources departments for managing employees. In another
embodiment, the modules of the system 200 disclosed
herein further comprise the policy management module 219
for dynamically generating policy management recommen-
dations configured to change configurations of security
controls, security operations, and security policies of an
organization associated with target users based on one or
more security behavioral models of each of the users using
the dynamically generated targeted, contextual control ele-
ments and a change in security risks of the organization
incurred due to user actions performed in response to the
targeted, contextual control elements. The policy manage-
ment module 219 renders an online policy configuration
portal on a user device of the system administrator of the
organization. The online policy configuration portal allows
the administrator to configure multiple policies, for example,
application level policies such as policies to enable or
disable applications, policies to configure a test mode or a
production mode, and user level policies comprising, for
example, communication preferences, frequency, prefer-
ences of the delivery channels for receiving the targeted,
contextual control elements, application preferences for
interventions through the targeted, contextual control ele-
ments, groups, etc. In an embodiment, the compliance
mapping module 217, the awareness strategy module 216,
the policy management module 219, and the reporting
module 220 are stored in the memory unit 304 and executed
by the processor 306.

The data extraction engine 205, the behavior modeling
engine 208, the control element generation engine 212, the
awareness strategy module 216, the compliance mapping
module 217, the policy management module 219, and the
reporting module 220 are disclosed above as software
executed by the processor 306. In an embodiment, the
modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219,
220, etc., of the system 200 disclosed herein are imple-
mented completely in hardware. In another embodiment, the
modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219,
220, etc., of the system 200 disclosed herein are imple-
mented by logic circuits to carry out their respective func-
tions disclosed above. In another embodiment, the system
200 is also implemented as a combination of hardware and
software including the API system 202 and one or more
processors, for example, 306, that are used to implement the
modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219,
220, etc., of the system 200 disclosed herein.

The processor 306 retrieves instructions defined by the
data extraction engine 205, the behavior modeling engine
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208, the control element generation engine 212, the aware-
ness strategy module 216, the compliance mapping module
217, the policy management module 219, and the reporting
module 220 for performing respective functions disclosed
above. The processor 306 retrieves instructions for execut-
ing the modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218,
219, 220, etc., from the memory unit 304. A program counter
determines the location of the instructions in the memory
unit 304. The program counter stores a number that identi-
fies the current position in the program of each of the
modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219,
220, etc. The instructions fetched by the processor 306 from
the memory unit 304 after being processed are decoded. The
instructions are stored in an instruction register in the
processor 306. After processing and decoding, the processor
306 executes their respective instructions, thereby perform-
ing one or more processes defined by those instructions.

At the time of execution, the instructions stored in the
instruction register are examined to determine the operations
to be performed. The processor 306 then performs the
specified operations. The operations comprise arithmetic
operations and logic operations. An operating system of the
SBMS 303 performs multiple routines for performing a
number of tasks required to assign the input devices, the
output devices, and the memory unit 304 for execution of the
modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219,
220, etc. The tasks performed by the operating system
comprise, for example, assigning memory to the modules,
for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc.,
and to data used by the SBMS 303, moving data between the
memory unit 304 and disk units, and handling input/output
operations. The operating system performs the tasks on
request by the operations and after performing the tasks, the
operating system transfers the execution control back to the
processor 306. The processor 306 continues the execution to
obtain one or more outputs.

For purposes of illustration, the detailed description refers
to the modules, for example, 205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218,
219, 220, etc., being run locally on a single computer
system; however the scope of the method and the system 200
disclosed herein is not limited to the modules, for example,
205, 208, 212, 215, 217, 218, 219, 220, etc., being run
locally on a single computer system via the operating system
and the processor 306, but may be extended to run remotely
over the network 301 by employing a web browser and a
remote server, a mobile phone, or other electronic devices.
In an embodiment, one or more portions of the system 200
disclosed herein are distributed across one or more computer
systems (not shown) coupled to the network 301.

The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
disclosed herein stores computer program instructions
executable by the processor 306 for contextually managing
and executing a change in security behavior of a target user.
The computer program instructions implement the processes
of various embodiments disclosed above and perform addi-
tional steps that may be required and contemplated for
contextually managing and executing a change in security
behavior of a target user. When the computer program
instructions are executed by the processor 306, the computer
program instructions cause the processor 306 to perform the
steps of the method for contextually managing and execut-
ing a change in security behavior of a target user as disclosed
above. In an embodiment, a single piece of computer
program code comprising computer program instructions
performs one or more steps of the method disclosed above.
The processor 306 retrieves these computer program instruc-
tions and executes them.
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A module, or an engine, or a unit, as used herein, refers
to any combination of hardware, software, and/or firmware.
As an example, a module, or an engine, or a unit may include
hardware, such as a microcontroller, associated with a
non-transitory, computer-readable storage medium to store
computer program codes adapted to be executed by the
microcontroller. Therefore, references to a module, or an
engine, or a unit, in an embodiment, refers to the hardware,
which is specifically configured to recognize and/or execute
the computer program codes to be held on a non-transitory,
computer-readable storage medium. Furthermore, in another
embodiment, use of a module, or an engine, or a unit refers
to the non-transitory, computer-readable storage medium
including the computer program codes, which is specifically
adapted to be executed by the microcontroller to perform
predetermined operations. In another embodiment, the term
“module” or “engine” or “unit” refers to the combination of
the microcontroller and the non-transitory, computer-read-
able storage medium. Often module or engine boundaries
that are illustrated as separate commonly vary and poten-
tially overlap. For example, a module or an engine or a unit
may share hardware, software, firmware, or a combination
thereof, while potentially retaining some independent hard-
ware, software, or firmware. In various embodiments, a
module or an engine or a unit includes any suitable logic.

FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates an exemplary implementa-
tion of the system 200 for dynamically rendering targeted,
contextual control elements to a target user. As exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 4, the behavior modeling engine 208
receives multiple context attributes from multiple external
applications or user applications (apps), for example, secu-
rity products such as endpoint products, protection products,
web protection products, data loss prevention products,
email protection products, mobile protection products, etc.,
collaboration apps such as Slack® apps, Office® 365 apps,
calendar apps, the Facebook® social networking app, and IT
applications such as the Salesforce® customer relationship
management (CRM) app, human resources (HR) apps, an
internet download manager (IDM) app, etc. The context
attributes provide activity data and event data to the behav-
ior modeling engine 208. The activity data and the event data
comprise, for example, data of security events and user
activity events generated from security products related, for
example, to data protection, email security, social engineer-
ing, phishing, device safety, password safety, malware,
ransomware, travel security, safe social networking, safe
web browsing, mobile device security, insider threats, etc.
The activity data and the event data further comprise, for
example, data of end user activity events collected via IT
applications, collaboration app user events such as sharing
data to other users internally and externally, team application
events, etc. Some security products generate data of com-
pliance events, for example, software is out of date, a
security policy is not enabled, a security policy is not
enforced, etc., and transmit the data to the behavior model-
ing engine 208 in the form of context attributes.

The behavior modeling engine 208 generates insights
from the context attributes and determine a context for each
user. The behavior modeling engine 208 generates real time
intelligence information on security failures, compliance
failures, and user actions. The behavior modeling engine
208 dynamically generates one or more security behavioral
models and a security behavior score 402 for each of
multiple users of an organization based on behavior mod-
eling criteria derived from the context attributes. In an
embodiment, the reporting module 220 in communication
with the behavior modeling engine 208 generates multiple
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reports as disclosed in the detailed description of FIG. 3, and
stores the reports in the context libraries 215 shown in FIG.
3. Through the reports, the reporting module 220 performs
reporting of, for example, security risks caused by the users,
reduction in security risks over time, return-on-investment,
compliance reporting, analytics reporting, etc. In an embodi-
ment, the context libraries 215 comprise, for example, a
library of security scenarios, a compliance mapping library,
a threat intelligence library, etc. In another embodiment, the
context libraries 215 store micro-messages containing a
short few lines of text, short interactive content, games,
interactive videos, etc., that are used by the control element
generation engine 212 for generating targeted, contextual
control elements. In an embodiment, the behavior modeling
engine 208 utilizes data from the context libraries 215, HR
related data 401 of each of the users, the security behavior
score 402 of each of the users, and security topic awareness
data and/or knowledge gap recommendations 406 for
dynamically updating the security behavioral models. The
security topic awareness data comprises, for example, train-
ing data from training vendors and training programs 403,
security questionnaire data 404, threat simulation vendors’
data 405, etc.

The behavior modeling engine 208 transmits the results of
behavioral modeling performed using the context libraries
215, the HR related data 401 of each of the users, the
security behavior score 402 of each of the users, and the
security topic awareness data and/or knowledge gap recom-
mendations 406 to the control element generation engine
212 for dynamic generation of the targeted, contextual
control elements, for example, real-time and/or offline secu-
rity recommendations, notification messages, etc. The con-
trol element generation engine 212 renders the targeted,
contextual control elements to one or more of the user
applications on a user device of the target user via API
integrations. For example, when a target user attempts to
send confidential data via an email client, the control ele-
ment generation engine 212 renders a real-time cue “Are
you sure you want to share this confidential data?”” within the
email client. In another example, the control element gen-
eration engine 212 sends an email with a notification mes-
sage “Here is some additional security information for you
to consider” and a link to access contextual awareness
content and facilitate execution of targeted training to the
target user. In another example, the control element genera-
tion engine 212 sends a notification message “Did you check
how safe this app is? Here is the rating and security info of
the app.” through a collaboration app such as the Slack®
app. In another example, the control element generation
engine 212 sends a notification message “Do you want to
download all customer details? Note: This information is
recorded for HR review” through an IT app such as the
internet download manager. In another example, the control
element generation engine 212 sends a real time proactive
alert notification “This is personally identifiable information
(PII). Are you sure you wanted to share this?” to the user
device.

The control element generation engine 212 generates
other types of notification messages comprising, for
example, security product notifications with content, ban-
ners, alert icons, warnings with various severity levels, etc.,
email messages with content and indicators showing various
severity levels, short message service (SMS) messages,
collaboration app messages such as a Slack® messages,
Microsoft® Teams® notifications, Facebook® Workplace™
notifications, WhatsApp® messages, messages via [T Appli-
cations such as CRM systems, human resource management
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(HRM) systems, etc., desktop notifications, browser notifi-
cations, etc., to user devices of target users. The control
element generation engine 212 includes content with cues
and severity level indicators in the targeted, contextual
notification messages.

In an embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208
transmits the results of behavioral modeling performed
using the context libraries 215, the HR related data 401 of
each of the users, the security behavior score 402 of each of
the users, and security topic awareness data and/or knowl-
edge gap recommendations 406 to the policy management
module 219 shown in FIG. 3, for generating security and
application configuration data and recommendations 407. A
target user, for example, an administrator of a security
operation center in an organization utilizes the security and
application configuration data and recommendations 407 for
changing configurations of security controls, security opera-
tions, and security policies of the organization based on a
change in security risks of the organization incurred due to
user actions performed in response to the targeted, contex-
tual control elements.

FIG. 5 exemplarily illustrates messaging pipelines, for
example, 205g, 211, and 221 implemented by the system
200 for contextually managing and executing a change in
security behavior of a target user. FIG. 5 shows an exem-
plary implementation of the data extraction engine 205 that
extracts multiple context attributes, for example, events,
from the external applications, for example, 201a, via the
API gateway 203 over a network 301. As exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 5, the data extraction engine 205 com-
prises multiple compute clusters, for example, 205b, 205d,
and 2051, attribute storage devices, for example, 2052, 205c,
and 205e, and the internal messaging pipeline 205g. The
data extraction engine 205 receives raw events from the
external applications 201a of data providers via the API
gateway 203 over the network 301 using a hypertext transfer
protocol (HTTP). An event processing compute cluster 205b
processes the raw events and stores the raw events in a raw
event storage device 205a. In an embodiment, a common
schema compute cluster 205d converts the raw events to
common information model (CIM) events and stores the
CIM events in a CIM event storage device 205c. The
common schema compute cluster 205d transmits the CIM
events to a sanitize and summarize compute cluster 205f via
the internal messaging pipeline 205g. The sanitize and
summarize compute cluster 205f sanitizes and processes the
CIM events and stores the processed CIM events in a
summary events storage device 205e. In an embodiment, the
storage devices 205a and 205c are relational databases, for
example, the mongoDB® of MongoDB, Inc., supported by
JavaScript Object Notation (JSON). In another embodiment,
the storage device 205e¢ is a database, for example, the
Cassandra database of the Apache Software Foundation.

After sanitization and summarization, the sanitize and
summarize compute cluster 205f transmits the CIM events
to the behavior modeling engine 208 via the internal mes-
saging pipeline 211. The behavior modeling engine 208
dynamically generates one or more security behavioral
models for a target user using a selection of one or more of
the CIM events and the context libraries 215 shown in FIG.
3, and transmits the dynamically generated security behav-
ioral models to the control element generation engine 212
via the internal messaging pipelines 211 and 221. The
control element generation engine 212 dynamically gener-
ates targeted, contextual control elements specific to the
target user using the security behavioral models, the security
behavior score, and one or more context libraries 215. In an
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embodiment as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 5, the control
element generation engine 212 dynamically generates tar-
geted, contextual notification messages comprising teach-
able events specific to the target user using the security
behavioral models, the security behavior score, and one or
more context libraries 215. The teachable events are gener-
ated using the context attributes specific to a target user and
encapsulated in a targeted, contextual notification message
used for training the target user. The teachable events are
transmitted to the target user via micro-messaging, for
example, short message service (SMS) type security aware-
ness messaging. In an embodiment, the teachable events
provide byte sized training focused on a single topic. The
teachable events are time sensitive and targeted to a specific
user. In an example where a user clicked on malware that
was delivered via an email attachment and a security pro-
tection software application installed in the user’s endpoint
device terminated the malware, the control element genera-
tion engine 212 generates a targeted, contextual notification
message containing a teachable event, for example, “The
email you just clicked was a malware attack against our
company and you. Security protection technologies have
stopped the malware for now, but next time watch out for
these areas”.

The control element generation engine 212 acts as an
early warning system and delivers the targeted, contextual
notification message as soon as the user action is identified
to allow the targeted, contextual notification message to
effectively train the target user. The targeted, contextual
notification messages comprising the teachable events can
be consumed by the target user in a short time duration and
allows the target user to learn from mistakes or activities and
in some cases, prevent the mistakes from happening through
proactive messaging. In an embodiment, the teachable
events aid in pre-emptively avoiding a security incident
from occurring, thereby providing a preventive solution
rather than a corrective solution. In another embodiment, the
teachable events can be extended to increase productivity in
an organization. In this embodiment, the behavior modeling
engine 208 creates an organizational behavior for cyber
security best practices to improve the productivity of the
employees in the organization. For example, the behavior
modeling engine 208 tracks sales behavior of sales person-
nel in the organization and triggers the control element
generation engine 212 to generate and render contextual
notification messages with a combination of byte sized
teachable events to educate sales employees with the best
sales behavior.

The control element generation engine 212 delivers the
targeted, contextual notification messages to a user device of
the target user through one or more of multiple delivery
channels for executing a change in the security behavior of
the target user. In an embodiment, the control element
generation engine 212 uses multiple API compute clusters,
for example, 222a, 222b, 222c, and 222d to deliver the
targeted, contextual notification messages to a user device of
the target user through multiple delivery channels, for
example, a collaboration application such as the Slack®
application, a security product application, a communication
application such as an email application, an SMS applica-
tion, an IT application, etc. The API compute clusters 222a,
222b, 222c, and 222d receive and process the targeted,
contextual notification messages from the control element
generation engine 212 via the internal messaging pipeline
221, and proceed to deliver the targeted, contextual notifi-
cation messages to the user device of the target user via one
or more of the delivery channels.
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In an embodiment, the internal messaging pipelines, for
example, 205g, 211, and 221, are developed, for example,
using a NATS messaging system for communicating the raw
events, the CIM events, and the teachable events within the
system 200 disclosed herein. In another embodiment, the
internal messaging pipelines, for example, 205g, 211, and
221, are developed, for example, using the Katka® distrib-
uted streaming platform of the Apache Software Foundation
for real-time communication of the raw events, the CIM
events, and the teachable events within the system 200
disclosed herein. In an embodiment, the compute clusters,
for example, the event processing compute cluster 205b, the
common schema compute cluster 205d, the sanitize and
summarize compute cluster 205f, and the API compute
clusters 222a, 222b, 222c, and 222d are implemented as a
distributed cluster computing framework, for example,
using Apache Spark™ for data processing. In another
embodiment, the compute clusters, for example, the event
processing compute cluster 205b, the common schema com-
pute cluster 205d, the sanitize and summarize compute
cluster 2051, and the API compute clusters 222a, 222b, 222c,
and 222d are implemented as a stream processing frame-
work, for example, using Apache Flink® for data process-
ing.

FIG. 6 exemplarily illustrates an application program-
ming interface (API) connector flow involved in accessing
an external application. FIG. 6 shows flow of events
between an administrator (admin) portal 602 of the security
behavior management system (SBMS) 303 shown in FIG. 3,
operated by an administrator 601 of an organization, an
SBMS Office API 603, and the Office 365 application (app)
604. After authentication events triggered by the adminis-
trator 601 via the admin portal 602, the API connectors 204
of the system 200 shown in FIGS. 2-3, allow access, for
example, to the Office 365 app 604, email apps, and calendar
apps using a bidirectional flow of events as exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 6. The SBMS 303 dynamically extracts
activity telemetry comprising, for example, security events
triggered from the Office 365 app 604, email security events,
calendar events, etc., via the SBMS Office API 603. The
administrator 601 can view the activity telemetry on the
admin portal 602.

FIG. 7 exemplarily illustrates interactions between the
behavior modeling engine 208 and the control element
generation engine 212 of the system 200 shown in FIG. 2,
for contextually managing and executing a change in secu-
rity behavior of a target user. The behavior modeling engine
208 communicates the dynamically generated security
behavioral models of a target user to the control element
generation engine 212 via the internal messaging pipeline
211. In an embodiment, the control element generation
engine 212 comprises a messaging compute cluster 212i and
storage devices, for example, a communication policy store
212f, a message store 212g, and a user information store
212h. The messaging compute cluster 2121 processes the
dynamically generated security behavioral models received
from the behavior modeling engine 208 and generates
targeted, contextual notification messages using data, for
example, communication policies of the organization, per-
sonalization preferences of the organization, etc., retrieved
from the communication policy store 212f, and user profile
information comprising, for example, user roles, permis-
sions, user actions, etc., retrieved from the user information
store 212h. The messaging compute cluster 2121 generates
the targeted, contextual notification messages in accordance
with the communication policies and the personalization
preferences of the organization. The messaging compute

5

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

30

cluster 2121 stores the targeted, contextual notification mes-
sages in the message store 212g. The messaging compute
cluster 212i also delivers the targeted, contextual notifica-
tion messages to different delivery channels, for example, a
collaboration application (app) 701, a security product appli-
cation 702, an IT application 703 such as a customer
relationship management (CRM) application, a human
resources management (HRM) application, etc., communi-
cation applications such as an SMS application 704, an
email application 705, etc., deployed on the user device of
the target user through the API gateway 213 via the respec-
tive APIs 212a, 212d, 212e, 212b, and 212¢ of the control
element generation engine 212. The target user accesses the
targeted, contextual notification messages 706 on the user
device.

FIG. 8 exemplarily illustrates a process flow diagram
showing delivery of a targeted, contextual notification mes-
sage 706 specific to a target user 801 for executing a change
in security behavior of an organization. In an embodiment,
the security behavior management system (SBMS) 303
shown in FIG. 3, is implemented as a client add-in 303a and
a backend add-in 303b. Consider an example where the
control element generation engine 212 shown in FIGS. 2-5
and FIG. 7, delivers a targeted, contextual notification
message 706 comprising a teachable event to an email client
705 deployed on a user device of the target user 801 via an
email API 212¢ shown in FIG. 7. In this example, the client
add-in 303a is embedded in the email client 705. The client
add-in 303a renders an email 802 along with the targeted,
contextual notification message 706 comprising the teach-
able event in the email client 705. The target user 801 opens
the email 802 with the targeted, contextual notification
message 706 in the email client 705. In this example, the
email 802 relates to a request for a wire transfer of monetary
funds.

The client add-in 303a contacts the backend add-in 303b
via the network 301 to flag and highlight relevant context of
the email 802. In an embodiment, the backend add-in 303b
sends an optional message for the target user 801 to the
collaboration app 701 via the network 301. The client add-in
303a displays the targeted, contextual notification message
706, for example, “Looks like you have a wire transfer
request. Click here to learn about ABC’s corporate policy”
in the email client 705. By clicking on a training link in the
targeted, contextual notification message 706, the client
add-in 303a redirects the target user 801 to contextual
awareness content generated for the target user 801. The
target user 801 accesses the dynamically generated contex-
tual awareness content from the targeted, contextual notifi-
cation message 706, for example, through a cloud-based
learning management system (LMS) 803 via the network
301. The cloud-based LMS 803 administers, tracks, reports,
hosts, and renders or plays the dynamically generated con-
textual awareness content on the user device of the target
user 801. In an embodiment, the LMS 803 is deployed as a
software application in the memory unit 304 of the SBMS
303 shown in FIG. 3, for allowing access to dynamically
generated contextual awareness content from the targeted,
contextual notification message 706.

FIG. 9 exemplarily illustrates a security behavior change
model 900 created by the behavior modeling engine 208
shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7. Based on the context
attributes, the behavior modeling engine 208 shown in
FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7, predicts various behavioral modeling
criteria that influence the security behavior and generates
one or more security behavioral models for each user. The
behavior modeling engine 208 measures current security
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behavior of each user based on the context attributes
extracted from multiple external applications with which
each user engages on a daily basis. The behavior modeling
engine 208 derives the behavior modeling criteria from the
context attributes comprising, for example, activity data. In
an embodiment, the behavior modeling criteria comprise a
perceived security threat criterion 905, a self-efficacy crite-
rion 906, a social norm criterion 907, and a perceived reward
and punishment criterion 908. The perceived security threat
criterion 905 involves decisions made in relation to security
situations, for example, sharing sensitive data, clicking on
an email attachment that may be potentially malicious,
installing apps that may be potentially malicious, etc. The
behavior modeling engine 208 derives the perceived security
threat criterion 905 from context attributes comprising, for
example, each user’s activities and interactions with various
security systems, IT applications, and their responses to
various security events. The self-efficacy criterion 906
involves determining whether a user can achieve certain
goals amid various security events based on their under-
standing, experience, and learning of multiple security con-
cepts. The behavior modeling engine 208 derives the self-
efficacy criterion 906 from context attributes comprising, for
example, security knowledge assessments via question-
naires, test scores, security awareness training modules,
newsletters, security seminars, experiences and reactions to
simulated threats, etc. The behavior modeling engine 208
derives the social norm criterion 907 from context attributes
comprising, for example, views of conditions surrounding a
user, accepted or rejected behavior in the user’s group of
peers, actions that gain social acceptance or social rejection,
etc. The perceived reward and punishment criterion 908
involves security management of the organization from the
perspective of a security leadership team and a human
resources (HR) leadership team, for example, in terms of
whether security processes, security policies, and security
technologies have been established in the organization,
whether employees of the organization have been educated
about the security policies and processes of the organization,
follow through actions performed by the employees and/or
the organization based on the security policies, whether the
organization maintains security goals and metrics to mea-
sure, monitor, and manage the security policies and pro-
cesses, whether the organization rewards and punishes the
employees based on their security actions, etc. The behavior
modeling engine 208 derives the perceived reward and
punishment criterion 908 based on process maturity, tech-
nology usage, and established messaging to users in the
organization.

The behavior modeling engine 208 dynamically generates
one or more security behavioral models based on the behav-
ior modeling criteria, and generates a security behavior
score, from which the control element generation engine 212
shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7, generates multiple targeted,
contextual control elements specific to each user, for
example, in the form of security awareness content 901,
security controls 902, security cues 903 or notification
messages, and security culture 904. The targeted, contextual
control elements in the form of security awareness content
901 comprise, for example, security trainings, newsletters,
simulations, classroom trainings, security modules, etc., that
provide knowledge to the user to interpret various threat
events and act accordingly. The targeted, contextual control
elements related to security controls 902 comprise dynami-
cally changing security control policies based on the security
behavioral model of each target user in real time to preclude
the target user from making mistakes and creating security
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incidents. In an embodiment, the targeted, contextual control
elements related to security controls 902 execute a change in
security behavior in an offline mode, where the control
element generation engine 212 executes an action based on
anticipation of the user’s security behavior. For example, for
endpoint malware protection, the control element generation
engine 212 tunes a sensitivity level of a security control
associated with a security solution to high when the behavior
modeling engine 208 determines that the target user is
negligent with endpoint security events. When the sensitiv-
ity level is high, the security solution blocks suspicious
activity without informing the target user. Similarly, the
control element generation engine 212 adjusts security poli-
cies and software configurations to limit the actionability of
the target user and prevent the target user from making
mistakes. Moreover, the control element generation engine
212 adjusts other security controls, for example, endpoint
software security controls, network security controls, cloud
apps security controls, collaboration software security con-
trols, data protection security controls, email security con-
trols, social engineering controls, IT application configura-
tions that allow or disallow a user from performing certain
actions, etc. In an embodiment, the control element genera-
tion engine 212 communicates with the policy management
module 219 shown in FIG. 3, for changing configurations of
security controls, security operations, and security policies
of an organization.

Furthermore, the control element generation engine 212
generates targeted, contextual control elements in the form
of security cues 903 while a user performs actions on a user
device. The control element generation engine 212 renders
the security cues 903 as notifications on a graphical user
interface (GUI) of a user device while a target user interacts
with software on the user device. These security cues 903
remind the target user, for example, about a potential reward
or punishment, data facts to make correct judgements, etc.,
and help communicate expectations from users. These secu-
rity cues 903 influence the target user to follow desired
actions. Furthermore, the control element generation engine
212 generates targeted, contextual control elements based on
social elements that define security culture 904. The behav-
ior modeling engine 208 measures the social elements based
on peer security actions or activity and peer behavior
towards security events. For example, the behavior model-
ing engine 208 measures social elements, for example,
related to seriousness that peers of target users offer to
cybersecurity; whether their peers follow a clean desk
policy; whether their peers connect to unsafe network con-
nections such as unsafe Wi-Fi® networks; whether their
peers classity data to protect; how well their peers maintain
their device safety, for example, by maintaining an up-to
date operating system and browser version; whether their
peers browse non-work related websites during their work-
ing hours; whether their peers use their official devices for
unofficial purposes, etc. The behavior modeling engine 208
updates a security behavior model of the target user based on
the measured social elements. In an embodiment, the behav-
ior modeling engine 208 performs organizational level
industry comparison to establish a baseline comparison and
determine how an organization deviates from peer organi-
zations. In an example, the behavior modeling engine 208
determines whether HR actions are performed against users
with poor security behavior. The control element generation
engine 212, in communication with the behavior modeling
engine 208, renders the targeted, contextual control elements
to a user device of the target user via one or more selected
delivery channels. Actions and responses of the target user
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to the targeted, contextual control elements update the
behavior modeling criteria, for example, the perceived secu-
rity threat criterion 905, the self-efficacy criterion 906, the
social norm criterion 907, and the perceived reward and
punishment criterion 908 in a feedback loop, and in turn, the
generated security behavioral models of the target user,
thereby creating a security behavior change model 900 that
increases a likelihood 909 of each user engaging in the
desired security behavior.

FIG. 10 exemplarily illustrates a flow diagram comprising
the steps for generating a security behavior score for a target
user in an organization. The security behavior score indi-
cates how likely users follow the desired security behavior
of the organization. In an embodiment, the behavior mod-
eling engine 208 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7, classifies
1001 the context attributes into multiple predefined catego-
ries that influence security behavior. The predefined catego-
ries comprise, for example, knowledge, user activity, user
policy control, user notification, compliance control, etc.
The behavior modeling engine 208 computes 1002 an inter-
mediate score for each of the context attributes in each of the
predefined categories on performing an assessment of
actions of each of the users in relation to the context
attributes. The behavior modeling engine 208 generates
1003 a cumulative score for each of the predefined catego-
ries using the intermediate score of each of the context
attributes. The behavior modeling engine 208 then generates
1004 the security behavior score using the generated cumu-
lative score of each of the predefined categories as disclosed
in the detailed description of FIGS. 11A-11B. The behavior
modeling engine 208 maintains, monitors, and dynamically
updates the security behavior score to generate an optimal
security behavior score for each of the users in the organi-
zation to automatically improve the security posture and the
security culture of the organization.

FIGS. 11A-11B exemplarily illustrate a tabular represen-
tation showing generation of a security behavior score for a
target user in an organization. Consider an example where
the behavior modeling engine 208 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and
FIG. 7, classifies context attributes into predefined catego-
ries, for example, a knowledge category, a user activity
category, a user policy control category, and a user notifi-
cation category. The predefined categories define topics that
influence security behavior, while the context attributes
represent different parameters related to the topics. The
knowledge category comprises context attributes, for
example, related to knowledge of endpoint security events,
knowledge of web security events, knowledge of email
security events, etc. The user activity category comprises
context attributes, for example, related to threat activities at
endpoints, the web, email, etc. The user policy control
category comprises context attributes, for example, related
to enabling of administrator privileges, enabling of universal
serial bus (USB) devices, multifactor authentication, control
restrictions, etc. The user notification category comprises
context attributes, for example, related to receiving and
viewing notifications provided on a security dashboard,
receiving and viewing real-time alerts for security misbe-
havior, receiving and viewing human resources (HR) noti-
fications about serious security violations, etc. The behavior
modeling engine 208 computes a score for each of the
context attributes in each of the predefined categories on
performing an assessment of actions of the target user in
relation to the context attributes. In the above example, the
behavior modeling engine 208 computes a knowledge score,
a user activity score, a user policy control score, and a user
notification score. The behavior modeling engine 208 per-
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forms an assessment of the knowledge of the target user on
an ongoing basis, for example, by analyzing responses of the
target user to an assessment survey, training questions, etc.,
to compute the knowledge score. The behavior modeling
engine 208 assigns an intermediate score to each of the
context attributes in the knowledge category based on the
assessment of the target user’s knowledge on the context
attributes. For example, the behavior modeling engine 208
assigns intermediate scores 7, 4, and 5 to knowledge of
endpoint security events, knowledge of web security events,
and knowledge of email security events respectively. In an
embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208 assigns a
weightage to each of the intermediate scores to generate a
final score for each of the context attributes. For example,
the behavior modeling engine 208 assigns a weightage of 1
to the knowledge of endpoint security events, 0.5 to the
knowledge of web security events, and 2 to the knowledge
of' email security events, and accordingly computes the final
scores as 7, 8, and 2.5 respectively. The behavior modeling
engine 208 then generates a cumulative score for the knowl-
edge category using the final score of each of the context
attributes. In this example, the behavior modeling engine
208 generates the knowledge score as 17.5. A high knowl-
edge score indicates a less chance of poor security behavior.

The behavior modeling engine 208 computes the user
activity score, for example, based on threat activities per-
formed by the target user. For example, the behavior mod-
eling engine 208 performs a count of security incidents
created by the user on an endpoint device, a count of web
security incidents, a count of email security incidents, and a
count of security incidents created on other security prod-
ucts. The behavior modeling engine 208 assigns an inter-
mediate score to each of the context attributes in the user
activity category based on the threat activities performed by
the target user. For example, the behavior modeling engine
208 assigns intermediate scores 3, 4, and 5 to threat activities
at endpoints, the web, and email respectively. In an embodi-
ment, the behavior modeling engine 208 assigns a weightage
to each of the intermediate scores to generate a final score
for each of the context attributes. For example, the behavior
modeling engine 208 assigns a weightage of 1 to the threat
activities at endpoints, 0.5 to the threat activities performed
on the web, and 2 to the threat activities performed via
emails, and accordingly computes the final scores as 3, 2,
and 10 respectively. The behavior modeling engine 208 then
generates a cumulative score for the user activity category
using the final score of each of the context attributes. In this
example, the behavior modeling engine 208 generates the
user activity score as 15. A low user activity score indicates
a low level of threat activities the user is involved in, and
hence good security behavior.

The behavior modeling engine 208 computes the user
policy control score, for example, based on how an organi-
zation restricts undesired actions of users. For example, an
organization may restrict administrative privileges on user
devices to disallow users from installing software on user
devices, thereby preventing installation of malicious soft-
ware on the user devices. In another example, the organi-
zation may block usage of USB devices to disallow users
from introducing viruses into USB drives of the user
devices. In another example, the organization enforces mul-
tifactor authentication for accessing user devices in the
organization. The behavior modeling engine 208 assigns an
intermediate score to each of the context attributes in the
user policy control category based on the restrictive actions
performed by an organization. For example, the behavior
modeling engine 208 assigns intermediate scores 35, 4, and
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6 to restrictive actions related, for example, to enabling of
administrator privileges, enabling of USB devices, and
multifactor authentication respectively. In an embodiment,
the behavior modeling engine 208 assigns a weightage to
each of the intermediate scores to generate a final score for
each of the context attributes. For example, the behavior
modeling engine 208 assigns a weightage of 1 to each of the
restrictive actions and accordingly computes the final scores
as 35, 4, and 6 respectively. The behavior modeling engine
208 then generates a cumulative score for the user policy
control category using the final score of each of the context
attributes. In this example, the behavior modeling engine
208 generates the user policy control score as 45. A high user
policy control score indicates good security behavior.

The behavior modeling engine 208 computes the user
notification score, for example, based on receiving and
viewing actions performed by each user on notification
messages such as triggers, reminders, cues, etc. For
example, the behavior modeling engine 208 determines
whether the user viewed a real time security alert, a security
dashboard displayed on a graphical user interface of a user
device, HR and chief security officer (CSO) policy mes-
sages, etc., and scores the user’s receiving and viewing
actions accordingly. The notification messages provide a
continuous reinforcement for the desired security behavior.
The behavior modeling engine 208 assigns an intermediate
score to each of the context attributes in the user notification
category based on the receiving and viewing actions per-
formed by each user on the notification messages. For
example, the behavior modeling engine 208 assigns inter-
mediate scores 8, 2, and 7 to receiving and viewing actions
performed on notifications provided on a security dash-
board, receiving and viewing actions performed on real-time
alerts for security misbehavior, and receiving and viewing
actions performed on HR notifications about serious security
violations respectively. In an embodiment, the behavior
modeling engine 208 assigns a weightage to each of the
intermediate scores to generate a final score for each of the
context attributes. For example, the behavior modeling
engine 208 assigns a weightage of 1 to each of the reviewing
and viewing actions and accordingly computes the final
scores as 8, 2, and 7 respectively. The behavior modeling
engine 208 then generates a cumulative score for the user
notification category using the final score of each of the
context attributes. In this example, the behavior modeling
engine 208 generates the user notification score as 17. Ahigh
user policy control score indicates good security behavior.

In an embodiment, the behavior modeling engine 208
generates the security behavior score by performing a sum-
mation of the knowledge score, the user activity score, the
user policy control score, and the user notification score. For
purposes of illustration, the detailed description refers to the
security behavior score being generated by a summation of
the knowledge score, the user activity score, the user policy
control score, and the user notification score; however the
scope of the method and the system 200 disclosed herein is
not limited to a summation computation of the security
behavior score, but may be extended to multiple different
computations using one or more complex formulas. In the
above example, the behavior modeling engine 208 generates
the security behavior score as 17.5+15+45+17=94.5. The
security behavior score provides a measure of security
behavior of each user in the organization. In various embodi-
ments, different weighting and scoring methods can be used
in the generation of the security behavior score.

FIG. 12 exemplarily illustrates a graphical representation
of the security behavior change model implemented by the
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behavior modeling engine 208 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG.
7. The behavior modeling engine 208 computes various
scores, for example, the user policy control score, the
knowledge score, the user activity score, and the user
notification score to generate the security behavior score of
a target user as disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS.
11A-11B. The user policy control score indicates, for
example, whether the organization prevents the target user
from making a mistake. The knowledge score indicates, for
example, whether the target user knows how to respond to
a security situation. The user activity score and the user
notification score indicate, for example, whether the target
user is motivated to follow guidelines. The user notification
score also indicates, for example, whether the target user
views the right cues to trigger a motivation. The behavior
modeling engine 208 configures a desired behavior bound-
ary 1201 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 12, where users
with low scores that fall below the desired behavior bound-
ary 1201 are identified as target users with poor security
behavior and accordingly the control element generation
engine 212 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7 generates and
renders targeted, contextual control elements to the target
users to execute a change in their security behavior and
direct the security behavior to a desired state. Users with
high scores that rise above the desired behavior boundary
1201 are identified as users with good security behavior that
meets the desired state.

FIGS. 13A-13K exemplarily illustrate tabular representa-
tions of a security behavior scoring model implemented by
the behavior modeling engine 208 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and
FIG. 7, for executing a change in security behavior of a
target user. Consider an example where the behavior mod-
eling engine 208 analyzes security behavior of a target user
under a predefined category or a topic such as endpoint
browser version and user actions in updating the version of
an endpoint browser. The behavior modeling engine 208
assigns a topic identifier (ID) to the topic and tabulates a list
of topic parameters associated with the topic and measures
or scores assigned to each topic parameter under the topic ID
for each user identified by a user ID as exemplarily illus-
trated in FIG. 13A. In this example, the list of topic
parameters comprises a user’s topic awareness score, a
historical topical action score, a notification effectiveness
score, a measure of a user’s response to notification mes-
sages, a measure of effectiveness of a delivery channel
through which the notification messages were sent to the
user, the number of days since the last notification message,
a notification type, a measure of role sensitivity, and a
measure of security control sensitivity. Similarly, the behav-
ior modeling engine 208 tabulates a list of topic parameters
and measures or scores assigned to each topic parameter
under the topic ID for each user at an organization level as
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 13B. In this example, the list
of topic parameters at the organization level comprises an
awareness score, a historical topical action score, a notifi-
cation effectiveness score, a measure of the organization’s
security control sensitivity, type of human resources (HR)
actions, the number of days since the last HR action, a
department’s awareness score, and a department level
response score.

As exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 13C, the behavior
modeling engine 208 computes a score or a measure of
predicted action potential of each user in relation to a topic.
For example, the behavior modeling engine 208 assigns a
score between 0 to 1 to a user based on an action a user is
expected to perform in relation to a topic such as updating
the version of the endpoint browser. The behavior modeling
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engine 208 assigns a score of 0 if the user is not expected to
perform any action in relation to updating the version of the
endpoint browser, and a score of 1 if the user is highly
expected to perform the action of updating the version of the
endpoint browser. Moreover, the behavior modeling engine
208 computes a topic awareness score based on an assess-
ment of a user’s awareness of the topic. The behavior
modeling engine 208 performs multiple security knowledge
assessments, for example, via questionnaires, tests, security
awareness training modules, reactions to simulated threats,
gamified assessments, etc., and computes an assessment
score and accordingly computes the topic awareness score
from the assessment score as exemplarily illustrated in FIG.
13D. The behavior modeling engine 208 also computes the
historical topical action score for each user in relation to a
topic as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 13E. The behavior
modeling engine 208 computes the historical topical action
score based on actions performed by the user or by the
organization to execute a change in the user’s security
behavior. The behavior modeling engine 208 determines
action statuses, for example, no action, viewed and
attempted to resolve, solved some part of the problem,
solved most of the problem; but not completely, and com-
pletely resolved the problem to compute the historical
topical action score.

The behavior modeling engine 208 also indicates urgency
or severity of targeted, contextual notification messages, the
delivery channels for delivering the targeted, contextual
notification messages to a user in relation to a topic, user
preferences, and administration policy preferences in a table
as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 13F. The control element
generation engine 212 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7, in
operable communication with the behavior modeling engine
208, dynamically generates and renders the targeted, con-
textual notification messages to a user device via one or
more of the delivery channels based on the user preferences
and the administration policy preferences. The behavior
modeling engine 208 determines the type of contextual
notification messages to be generated by the control element
generation engine 212 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG.
13G. The contextual notification messages comprise, for
example, general messages targeted to every user in the
organization, messages with targeted topics with urgency
addressed to every user in the organization, contextual
notification messages targeted to a specific user, contextual
notification messages with urgency targeted to a specific
user, contextual notification messages targeted to a specific
user with a response mandated, etc. The control element
generation engine 212, in communication with the behavior
modeling engine 208, determines the notification response
types, for example, as O for a neutral response, -1 for a
negative response, and +1 for a positive response as exem-
plarily illustrated in FIG. 13H. Based on a user’s role in the
organization, the control element generation engine 212, in
communication with the behavior modeling engine 208,
assigns a sensitivity level to the contextual notification
messages, for example, as medium, high, or low as exem-
plarily illustrated in FIG. 131. The control element genera-
tion engine 212, in communication with the behavior mod-
eling engine 208, also determines the security controls, the
policy settings to be configured for the security controls, and
the sensitivity level to be assigned to each of the security
controls for a user as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 13J. The
control element generation engine 212, in communication
with the behavior modeling engine 208, also determines HR
actions, for example, no actions, HR warnings, multiple
warnings, serious notes regarding termination of employ-
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ment, etc., that are performed in the organization to execute
a change in the security behavior of the organization.

FIG. 14 exemplarily illustrates a flow diagram comprising
the steps for generating a security behavior score for a target
user using machine learning. In an embodiment, the behav-
ior modeling engine 208 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7,
executes one or more machine learning algorithms to clas-
sify groups of security behavior, generate a security behav-
ior score, perform predictions based on planned activities,
and learn after the planned activities are performed. In an
offline mode, the behavior modeling engine 208 receives
multiple context attributes that constitute, for example,
historical activity data 1401 and selected topic parameters
1402 as disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS.
13A-13K, as inputs and executes one or more machine
learning algorithms to generate and train 1403 machine
learning models that define the security behavioral models
for each user. The behavior modeling engine 208 validates
1404 the machine learning models using validation datasets
that provide an estimate of model skills while tuning the
context attributes. The behavior modeling engine 208 then
publishes 1405 the validated machine learning models for
use in real time. When a user performs actions on a software
application or on user devices in an organization, the behav-
ior modeling engine 208 loads 1406 the published machine
learning models and receives activity data 1407 in real time.
The behavior modeling engine 208 evaluates 1408 the action
and facilitates generation of targeted, contextual control
elements by the control element generation engine 212
shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7. The control element
generation engine 212 renders the targeted, contextual con-
trol elements comprising, for example, targeted, contextual
notification messages, contextual awareness content, recom-
mendations to change configurations of security controls,
security operations, and security policies of an organization,
etc., to a user device of a target user through a software
application 1409 to allow the target user to perform correc-
tive actions.

FIG. 15 exemplarily illustrates a flowchart comprising the
steps for generating and delivering targeted, contextual
control elements specific to a target user in an organization.
Consider an example where the security behavior manage-
ment system (SBMS) 303 comprising the data extraction
engine 205, the behavior modeling engine 208, and the
content element generation engine 212 exemplarily illus-
trated in FIG. 3, is implemented in an organization. In this
example, the data extraction engine 205 extracts context
attributes, for example, security events, from an endpoint
device and transmits the security events to the behavior
modeling engine 208. The behavior modeling engine 208
receives 1501 the security events and accesses a customer
administration policy 1503 from a database to determine
1502 whether the security events are of interest for security
compliance in the organization. If the security events are of
no interest for security compliance in the organization, the
behavior modeling engine 208 discards 1504 the security
events. If the security events are of interest for security
compliance in the organization, for example, malware
events, the behavior modeling engine 208 represents the
security events as malware security events and determines
1505 whether the malware security events are actionable for
the user by analyzing the user’s settings 1506 comprising,
for example, the user’s role in the organization, user per-
missions, the user’s knowledge via questionnaires, tests, etc.
If the malware security events are not actionable for the user,
the behavior modeling engine 208 discards 1507 the security
events. If the malware security events are actionable for the
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user, the behavior modeling engine 208 generates enriched
event data comprising data of the security events and the
user’s settings 1506. The behavior modeling engine 208
transmits the enriched event data to the content element
generation engine 212 for generation of targeted, contextual
control elements.

The content element generation engine 212 accesses the
security behavioral models 1509 generated by the behavior
modeling engine 208 for the target user and the context
libraries 215 for generating the targeted, contextual control
elements. The content element generation engine 212 gen-
erates 1508 cues for notification and security control policy
recommendations using the enriched event data, the security
behavioral models 1509 of the target user, the security
behavior score of the target user, and the context libraries
215. In an embodiment, the content element generation
engine 212, in communication with the policy management
module 219 shown in FIG. 3, dynamically changes configu-
rations of security controls, security operations, and security
policies of the organization based on the security behavioral
models 1509 of the target user using the security control
policy recommendations via a security policy or configura-
tion application programming interface (API) 1510. The
content element generation engine 212 further compiles
1511 the targeted, contextual control element using the
enriched event data based on personalization preferences of
the target user and the organization, where the personaliza-
tion preferences comprise an administration (admin) con-
figured delivery channel and user mode availability 1512. In
an example, the content element generation engine 212
generates the targeted, contextual notification messages by
performing dynamic personalized message compilations
using, for example, message templates with user interface
and static data, context attributes and security behavioral
models 1509 specific to a user, personalization preferences
comprising name, salutation, role based information of the
user, etc., personalization preferences of the organization
comprising a logo of the organization, specific messaging
configured by a system administrator of the organization,
etc., user preferences comprising mode and frequency of
delivery selected by the user, a message mode such as a real
time mode, a delayed mode, or an offline mode, a selection
of delivery channels, etc. The content element generation
engine 212 then delivers 1513 the targeted, contextual
control element to the user device of the target user through
a selected admin configured delivery channel, for example,
the Slack® delivery channel, an SMS delivery channel, an
email delivery channel, the Facebook® Workplace™ deliv-
ery channel, the Microsoft® Teams® messaging delivery
channel, the Whats App® messaging delivery channel, etc.
In an embodiment, the targeted, contextual control elements
comprise, for example, targeted, contextual notification
messages comprising one or more of preventive warnings
based on internal threat vectors, preventive warnings based
on external threat vectors, real-time cues and close to
real-time cues to retract from prior actions to preclude
further security issues, links to access contextual awareness
content and facilitate execution of targeted training to the
target user, etc.

FIGS. 16A-16D exemplarily illustrate a tabular represen-
tation showing targeted, contextual control elements, for
example, notification messages, used for executing a change
in the security behavior of a target user. The content element
generation engine 212, in communication with the behavior
modeling engine 208 exemplarily illustrated in FIGS. 2-5
and FIG. 7, dynamically generates and renders targeted,
contextual control elements for different security events
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triggered by users in an organization from different event
sources. The event sources comprise, for example, security
products such as an endpoint security protection software on
a user’s endpoint device, data protection software, email
protection software, calendar applications, cloud applica-
tions (apps) such as the Slack® collaboration app, etc. The
security events comprise, for example, a browser being out
of date and multiple malware being found on a user’s
endpoint device, a user attempting to share sensitive data
externally, a user clicking on a phishing email, calendar
events such a travel plans to a different country, using
unapproved meeting applications for an office meeting,
installing apps from external marketplaces in a user’s work-
space, etc. The content element generation engine 212
dynamically generates and renders targeted, contextual con-
trol elements, for example, real-time notification messages
with preventive warnings and contextual awareness content,
reward cues, punishment cues, awareness facts, and social or
cultural comparisons to a user device of a target user via
selected delivery channels as exemplarily illustrated in
FIGS. 16A-16D.

FIG. 17 exemplarily illustrates a tabular representation of
a portion of a compliance database 218 shown in FIG. 3. An
organization must meet corporate and government compli-
ance requirements to conduct business. The compliance
requirements vary by country and sector. For example, the
compliance requirements of the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996 must be followed
by the healthcare sector for protecting healthcare informa-
tion of patients. In another example, the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) must be followed in relation
to personal data of citizens of the European Union and the
European Economic Area. In another example, the National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) SP800-53 R3
standards define a set of security controls that satisty secu-
rity requirements levied on information systems and orga-
nizations. In another example, the Payment Card Industry
Data Security Standard (PCI DSS) provides security policies
and procedures to optimize security of financial information
and card transactions. Users, for example, employees of an
organization must follow compliance processes and con-
trols. The compliance mapping module 217 shown in FIG.
3, provides a mapping of compliance scenarios and security
behavior, which allows an organization to assess cost impli-
cations in terms of compliance to a particular security
behavior. The compliance mapping module 217 maintains
the compliance database 218 for storing compliance and
security controls required to meet compliance requirements,
thereby providing another source of information for the
dynamic generation of security behavioral models, and in
turn, targeted, contextual control elements for a target user.

The compliance mapping module 217 maps control speci-
fications identified by the security behavior management
system (SBMS) configured control ID, for example,
SA-EKM-103-10 and SA-EKM-103-11, to a Cloud Security
Alliance (CSA) Cloud Controls Matrix (CCM) Control 1D,
for example, EKM-03, as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 17.
In an example, SA-EKM-103-10 refers to non-encrypted
sensitive data transmission, and SA-EKM-103-1 refers to
non-encrypted sensitive data stored in a user device. The
EKM-03 control ID of the CSA CCM refers to a control
domain associated with encryption, key management, and
sensitive data protection. The control specifications identi-
fied by the EKM-03 control ID comprise, for example,
policies and procedures established and supporting business
processes and technical measures implemented for the use of
encryption protocols for protection of sensitive data in
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storage devices, for example, file servers, databases, and
end-user workstations, data in use, and data in transmission
as per applicable legal, statutory, and regulatory compliance
obligations. The control specifications identified by the
EKM-03 control ID are further mapped to standard compli-
ance requirements of, for example, NIST, PCI DSS, HIPAA,
etc. The compliance mapping module 217 maps context
attributes, for example, user events mapped to the SBMS
configured control IDs and provides information on general
control violations that happen in an organization to an
administrator of the organization via a graphical user inter-
face on the user device. For example, if a hospital clerk
sends patient information to a vendor without enabling any
security encryption, the compliance mapping module 217
detects a violation of data protection with reference to the
HIPAA compliance requirements and triggers the control
element generation engine 212 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG.
7, 1o generate and render contextual awareness content to the
hospital clerk to remediate the situation.

FIG. 18 exemplarily illustrates a flowchart comprising the
steps for regulating security compliance in an organization.
The data extraction engine 205 shown in FIGS. 2-5, collects
1801 activity data and extracts 1802 context attributes
comprising activity telemetry from the collected activity
data. The data extraction engine 205 parses and stores 1803
the context attributes in one or more attribute storage
devices, for example, 205a, 205¢c, and 205e shown in FIG.
2. The data extraction engine 205 transmits the context
attributes to the behavior modeling engine 208 shown in
FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7. In an embodiment, the behavior
modeling engine 208 executes 1804 a classification algo-
rithm to classify the context attributes into predefined com-
pliance control categories. For example, the behavior mod-
eling engine 208 outputs legal information from a web
application or a website into predefined compliance control
categories, for example, a privacy category, a terms of use
(ToU) category, an end-user license agreement (EULA)
category, an end-user subscription agreement (EUSA) cat-
egory, etc. The behavior modeling engine 208 then validates
and scores 1805 each of the context attributes in each of the
predefined compliance control categories and generates a
compliance score. Based on the scoring of each of the
context attributes, the behavior modeling engine 208 per-
forms 1806 a review of compliance activities with a low
compliance score. The compliance mapping module 217, in
communication with the compliance database 218, deter-
mines 1807 remediation activities to improve the compli-
ance score. The compliance mapping module 217 then
invokes 1808 the content element generation engine 212
shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7, to generate targeted,
contextual control elements, in communication with the
behavior modeling engine 208, based on the determined
remediation activities.

In an embodiment, the compliance mapping module 217
indicates a rating of an application, for example, via a visual
representation of colors, for example, red, yellow, and green
for privacy and compliance. The compliance mapping mod-
ule 217, in communication with the behavior modeling
engine 208 and the compliance database 218 shown in FIG.
3, analyzes compliance conditions and privacy details of
multiple cloud applications (apps) and other apps to deter-
mine whether the apps meet compliance regulations or
privacy standards. The rating of an application defines a
reputation of the application, herein referred to as “app
reputation”. App reputation measures a risk associated with
an app. The compliance mapping module 217, in commu-
nication with the behavior modeling engine 208, determines
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the app reputation based on multiple context attributes about
the app. The app reputation is used to coach a target user
about the risk associated with an app. In an example, if a user
installs an app from an app store, the control element
generation engine 212 notifies the user that the app installed
is riskier than other apps in the organization. This notifica-
tion allows the user to either re-evaluate the app or com-
pletely remove the app from the user device. In an example,
if the behavior modeling engine 208 determines that more
than 3000 employees are using an application that has low
compliance and privacy ratings, the control element genera-
tion engine 212, in communication with the behavior mod-
eling engine 208, generates a targeted, contextual notifica-
tion message with a recommendation of another application
with positive compliance and privacy ratings. The control
element generation engine 212 generates and renders a
targeted, contextual notification message containing the rat-
ing of an app, for example, as “Did you check how safe this
app is? Here is the rating and security information of the
app.” to a user device of a target user via a collaboration app
message.

FIG. 19A exemplarily illustrates a screenshot of a mes-
sage configuration screen 1901 rendered by the security
behavior management system (SBMS) 303 shown in FIG. 3,
for allowing an administrator to configure a targeted, con-
textual notification message based on personalization pref-
erences of an organization. The SBMS 303 renders the
message configuration screen 1901 on a graphical user
interface (GUI) 307a of the display unit 307 shown in FIG.
3. The message configuration screen 1901 allows the admin-
istrator to configure a notification message comprising, for
example, contextual awareness content, a link to access a
training module, etc., as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 19A.

FIGS. 19B-19D exemplarily illustrate different targeted,
contextual notification messages generated by the control
element generation engine 212 shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG.
7, for executing a change in security behavior of an orga-
nization. FIG. 19B exemplarily illustrates a contextual noti-
fication message 1902 comprising warnings and actions
required, for example, updating of a version of an operating
system on an endpoint device. The contextual notification
message 1902 further comprises instructions for performing
the actions and links to access additional instructions for
performing the actions. In another example, when a user
logs into an application, the control element generation
engine 212 renders a contextual notification message 1903
instructing the user about an administration policy, for
example, a policy for enabling multi-factor authentication to
secure the login as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 19C. The
contextual notification message 1903 also includes user
interface elements, for example, click buttons or links, that
allow the user to instantly enable multifactor authentication
or obtain additional information on multifactor authentica-
tion. In another example, if a user shares sensitive informa-
tion to other users via a collaboration application, the control
element generation engine 212 renders a contextual notifi-
cation message 1904 indicating to the user that sensitive
information as per the organization’s rules was shared by the
user, and renders user interface elements, for example, click
buttons or links, that allow the user to tag the sensitive
information as appropriate, delete the sensitive information,
and obtain contextual awareness content about sharing sen-
sitive information as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 19D.

FIG. 20 exemplarily illustrates system components
involved in tracking user actions performed in response to
targeted, contextual control elements and reporting security
risks associated with target users, security behavior patterns,
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security behavior trends, and a correlation between the
security risks and security compliance in an organization
associated with the target users to an administrator (admin)
portal 602. On receiving a targeted, contextual control
element, for example, a target, contextual notification mes-
sage 706 from the control element generation engine 212
shown in FIGS. 2-5 and FIG. 7, on an endpoint device of an
organization, a target user 802 may click on a link provided
in the target, contextual notification message 706 to access
contextual awareness content and facilitate execution of
targeted training. In an embodiment, the targeted, contextual
notification message 706 provides access to the contextual
awareness content through a cloud-based learning manage-
ment system (LMS) 803 via an active directory 2001. The
active directory 2001 manages permissions and access to
networked resources, for example, the LMS 803. The active
directory 2001 authenticates the target user 802 and trans-
mits a user identifier and a training identifier that identifies
the contextual awareness content, to the LMS 803. The LMS
803 tracks the training and actions performed by the target
user 802 on the contextual awareness content and transmits
learning statistics events to an internal messaging pipeline
2005 via a representational state transfer (REST) application
programming interface (API) 2002 of the LMS 803, an API
gateway 2003, and an LMS receiver API 2004. In an
embodiment, the security behavior management system
(SBMS) 303 shown in FIG. 3, implements a security instru-
mentation API 2007 and a delivery instrumentation API
2008 for transmitting security events and message delivery
events respectively, from security service applications 2006
and the external applications 201b via an API gateway 203
to the internal messaging pipeline 2005. The security service
applications 2006 provide, for example, endpoint security
services 2006a, web services 2006b, and data loss preven-
tion (DLP) 2006¢ services. The internal messaging pipeline
2005 transmits the learning statistics events, the security
events, and the message delivery events to a return on
investment (ROI) compute cluster 2009. The ROI compute
cluster 2009, in communication with the reporting module
220 of the SBMS 303 shown in FIG. 3, generates ROI
reports by processing the learning statistics events, the
security events, and the message delivery events and stores
the ROI reports in an ROI statistics storage device 2010. A
system administrator can retrieve the ROI reports from the
ROI statistics storage device 2010 and view the ROI reports
in the admin portal 602. Through the ROI reports, the
reporting module 220 provides visibility and reports, for
example, behavior patterns, number of trainings completed,
risky users, top violating users, and how security risks are
changing over time to obtain a clear measured visibility in
terms of how security is improving in the organization based
on goals defined by the organization.

The method and the system 200 exemplarily illustrated in
FIGS. 2-5, implement one or more specific computer pro-
grams for contextually managing and executing a change in
security behavior of a target user. The method and the
system 200 disclosed herein improve the functionality of a
computer and provide an improvement in cybersecurity,
behavioral analytics and messaging technology related to
contextually managing and executing a change in security
behavior of a target user as follows: On implementing the
method disclosed herein, the data extraction engine 205
extracts multiple context attributes from multiple external
applications 201 via the API system 202 shown in FIGS. 2-3,
and multiple data acquisition sources, while the behavior
modeling engine 208 dynamically generates one or more
security behavioral models for each of multiple users based
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on behavior modeling criteria derived from the context
attributes. Moreover, the behavior modeling engine 208
dynamically generates a security behavior score for each of
the users by scoring a selection of one or more of the context
attributes from one or more security behavioral models of
each of the users. Then, the control element generation
engine 212, through the use of separate and autonomous
computer programs, dynamically generates multiple tar-
geted, contextual control elements specific to a target user
identified from among the users using the security behav-
ioral models, the security behavior score, and one or more
context libraries 215 shown in FIG. 3, and dynamically
renders one or more of the targeted, contextual control
elements on a user device of the target user through one or
more of multiple delivery channels for executing a change in
the security behavior of the target user. Furthermore, the
policy management module 219 shown in FIG. 3, dynami-
cally generates policy management recommendations con-
figured to change configurations of security controls, secu-
rity operations, and security policies of an organization
associated with target users based on one or more security
behavioral models of each of the users using the dynami-
cally generated targeted, contextual control elements and a
change in security risks of the organization incurred due to
user actions performed in response to the targeted, contex-
tual control elements.

The focus of the method and the system 200 disclosed
herein is on an improvement to cybersecurity, behavioral
analytics and messaging technology and computer function-
alities for contextually managing and executing a change in
security behavior of a target user, and not on tasks for which
a generic computer is used in its ordinary capacity. Rather,
the method and the system 200 disclosed herein are directed
to a specific improvement to the way processors in the
system 200 operate, embodied in, for example, extracting
multiple context attributes from multiple external applica-
tions 201 via the API system 202 and multiple data acqui-
sition sources; dynamically generating one or more security
behavioral models for each of multiple users based on
behavior modeling criteria derived from the context attri-
butes; dynamically generating a security behavior score for
each of the users; dynamically generating multiple targeted,
contextual control elements specific to a target user using the
security behavioral models, the security behavior score, and
one or more context libraries 215; and dynamically render-
ing one or more of the targeted, contextual control elements
on a user device of the target user through one or more of
multiple delivery channels for executing a change in the
security behavior of the target user.

In the method disclosed herein, the design and the flow of
data and interactions between the external applications 201,
the API system 202, and the SBMS 303 are deliberate,
designed, and directed. The interactions between the exter-
nal applications 201, the API system 202, and the SBMS 303
allow the system 200 to contextually manage and execute a
change in security behavior of a target user. The steps
performed by the SBMS 303 disclosed above require eight
or more separate computer programs and subprograms, the
execution of which cannot be performed by a person using
a generic computer with a generic program. The steps
performed by the system 200 disclosed above are tangible,
provide useful results, and are not abstract. The hardware
and software implementation of the system 200 disclosed
herein comprising the API system 202, the SBMS 303, and
one or more processors, is an improvement in computer
related, cybersecurity, behavioral analytics and messaging
technology. The method and the system 200 disclosed herein
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can be utilized, for example, by security companies, security
awareness companies, and cyber insurance companies to
mitigate security risks and improve their security posture.

FIGS. 21A-21T exemplarily illustrate screenshots of
graphical user interfaces (GUIs) rendered by the system 200
shown in FIGS. 2-5, for contextually managing and execut-
ing a change in security behavior of an organization. In an
embodiment, the system 200 provides an artificial intelli-
gence (Al) based behavior management platform, also
referred to as the security behavior management system
(SBMS) 303 shown in FIG. 3, that assists organizations in
reducing security incidents. In an embodiment, the SBMS
303 provides security awareness training tailored for specific
applications and offers actionable content for each of those
applications. The SBMS 303 trains users, for example,
employees of the organization about activities they are
engaged in and about actual applications they use based on
their security posture. The SBMS 303 renders contextual
awareness content that is accessible from mobile devices to
target users. The SBMS 303 renders a login screen 2101
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21A, on a user device of a
system administrator (admin) for allowing the system admin
to log into the SBMS 303.

The SBMS 303 also renders a configuration screen 2102
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21B, for allowing the system
admin to configure external applications to integrate with the
SBMS 303. The configuration screen 2102 also allows the
system admin to configure data connectors or API connec-
tors of multiple external applications such as security appli-
cations, customer relationship management (CRM) applica-
tions, etc., and view statuses of the configured data
connectors and events processed from the external applica-
tions as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21B. The SBMS 303
also renders a behavior modeling screen 2103 exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 21C, for allowing the system admin to
configure security behavioral models for each of the users in
the organization. The behavior modeling screen 2103 allows
the system admin to navigate through a series of predefined
categories and select and weigh security behaviors that are
most suited to the organization. For example, the system
admin may select and weigh various sources of threat data
through a series of threat categories as exemplarily illus-
trated in FIG. 21C. The SBMS 303 also renders a message
configuration screen 2104 exemplarily illustrated in FIG.
21D, for allowing the system admin to set conditions and
configurations for generation of contextual notification mes-
sages. The SBMS 303 also renders an awareness content
selection screen 2105 exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21E,
for allowing the system admin to select types of awareness
content, select target users or groups of target users, select
delivery channels for delivering the contextual awareness
content to selected target users, enable user feedback on
coaching, etc.

The SBMS 303 displays a list of applications deployed in
the organization and their compliance and privacy statuses
on a GUI 2106 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21F. The
SBMS 303 also displays a summary, metadata, compliance
status, and privacy status of each application deployed in the
organization on a GUI 2107 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 21G. The SBMS 303 also renders an application
compliance dashboard 2108 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIGS. 21H-211, that allows the system admin to select an
application and view summary, metadata, categories, etc., of
the selected application. In an embodiment, the SBMS 303
renders a GUI 2109 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 217,
for allowing the system admin to select training modules and
awareness content related, for example, to email security,
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data protection, social media, security essentials, safe web
browsing, etc., for a target user. The SBMS 303 also displays
campaign reports comprising results from training cam-
paigns, training status, and user feedback from security
solutions that allow a measurement of the effectiveness of
the training campaigns, on GUIs 2110 and 2111 as exem-
plarily illustrated in FIGS. 21K-21L.. The SBMS 303 dis-
plays a campaign report chart on the GUI 2111 exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 211, that displays the number of users
who have completed training, the number of users who have
not started training, and the number of users whose training
is in progress. The system admin may also view user training
information comprising, for example, username, email
address, status of training, score, time spent, date and time
of training, etc., of each user in a campaign table displayed
on the GUI 2111 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21L. The
SBMS 303 also renders an executive dashboard 2112 that
displays graphical representations of the number of trainings
completed by target users, awareness scores, number of
risky users, user feedback, a risky users’ summary, training
activities performed by target users, etc., as exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 21M.

Furthermore, the SBMS 303 renders an analytics dash-
board 2113 exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21N, that repre-
sents integrations with multiple external applications, a
security culture score, graphical representations of security
events and security incidents in the organization, and an
organizational culture change score determined based on
responses of target users to the contextual notification mes-
sages. The SBMS 303 also renders a security content catalog
2114 exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 210, that displays
training modules associated with different software applica-
tions deployed in the organization and security awareness
content. The SBMS 303 also generates and renders multiple
reports, for example, security awareness reports showing
training scores, training distribution, training status, and
training transaction details on a GUI 2115 as exemplarily
illustrated in FIGS. 21P-21Q. The SBMS 303 measures the
value the trainings provide to employees in an organization
to prepare them for future security threats and aids in
eliminating the security threats faced by the organization.
The system admin may select the type of training and dates
on the GUI 2115 to view the security awareness reports of
the users. The system admin may also send customized
training uniform resource locators (URLs) to target users via
email and view their training activities and the training
status for selected periods of time on the GUI 2115. The
SBMS 303 also measures effectiveness of the targeted,
contextual control elements based on the goal of the orga-
nization and the outcomes produced over time. The SBMS
303 tracks and measures data over a period of time based on
predefined criteria. For example, if the goal of the organi-
zation is to reduce malware in the organization, then the
SBMS 303 identifies and renders corresponding contextual
control elements comprising, for example, contextual noti-
fication messages, contextual awareness content, etc., to
target users and measures the reduction of malware incidents
in the organization. The SBMS 303 generates and renders a
report showing the measured reduction of malware incidents
on the GUI 2116 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 21R. The
SBMS 303 also generates and renders reports showing
improvements in up-to-date systems and activation of mul-
tifactor authentication by users on the GUI 2117 as exem-
plarily illustrated in FIG. 21S. The SBMS 303 also generates
and renders reports showing security events and number of
users in the organization who are vulnerable to the security
events on the GUI 2118 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG.
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21T. The SBMS 303 utilizes the detected vulnerabilities to
execute a change in the security behavior of the organiza-
tion.

It is apparent in different embodiments that the various
methods, algorithms, and computer readable programs dis-
closed herein are implemented on non-transitory, computer-
readable storage media appropriately programmed for com-
puting devices. The non-transitory, computer-readable
storage media participate in providing data, for example,
instructions that are read by a computer, a processor or a
similar device. In different embodiments, the “non-transi-
tory, computer-readable storage media” also refer to a single
medium or multiple media, for example, a centralized data-
base, a distributed database, and/or associated caches and
servers that store one or more sets of instructions that are
read by a computer, a processor or a similar device. The
“non-transitory, computer-readable storage media” also
refer to any medium capable of storing or encoding a set of
instructions for execution by a computer, a processor or a
similar device and that causes a computer, a processor or a
similar device to perform any one or more of the methods
disclosed herein. Common forms of the non-transitory com-
puter readable storage media comprise, for example, a
floppy disk, a flexible disk, a hard disk, magnetic tape, a
laser disc, a Blu-ray Disc® of the Blu-ray Disc Association,
any magnetic medium, a compact disc-read-only memory
(CD-ROM), a digital versatile disc (DVD), any optical
medium, a flash memory card, punch cards, paper tape, any
other physical medium with patterns of holes, a random
access memory (RAM), a programmable read-only memory
(PROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM), an electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory (EEPROM), a flash memory, any other memory
chip or cartridge, or any other medium from which a
computer can read.

In an embodiment, the computer programs that implement
the methods and algorithms disclosed herein are stored and
transmitted using a variety of media, for example, the
computer readable media in various manners. In an embodi-
ment, hard-wired circuitry or custom hardware is used in
place of, or in combination with, software instructions for
implementing the processes of various embodiments. There-
fore, the embodiments are not limited to any specific com-
bination of hardware and software. The computer program
codes comprising computer executable instructions can be
implemented in any programming language. Examples of
programming languages that can be used comprise C, C++,
CH#, Java®, JavaScript®, Fortran, Ruby, Perl®, Python®,
Visual Basic®, hypertext preprocessor (PHP), Microsoft®
.NET, Objective-C®, R used for analyzing and manipulating
data for statistical purposes, etc. Other object-oriented, func-
tional, scripting, and/or logical programming languages can
also be used. In an embodiment, the computer program
codes or software programs are stored on or in one or more
mediums as object code. In another embodiment, various
aspects of the method and the system 200 disclosed herein
are implemented in a non-programmed environment com-
prising documents created, for example, in a hypertext
markup language (HTML), an extensible markup language
(XML), or other format that render aspects of a graphical
user interface (GUI) or perform other functions, when
viewed in a visual area or a window of a browser program.
In another embodiment, various aspects of the method and
the system 200 disclosed herein are implemented as pro-
grammed elements, or non-programmed elements, or any
suitable combination thereof.
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Where databases are described such as the attribute stores
205a, 205c, and 205e shown in FIG. 2, the compliance
database 218 shown in FIG. 3, etc., it will be understood by
one of ordinary skill in the art that (i) alternative database
structures to those described may be employed, and (ii) other
memory structures besides databases may be employed. Any
illustrations or descriptions of any sample databases dis-
closed herein are illustrative arrangements for stored repre-
sentations of information. In an embodiment, any number of
other arrangements are employed besides those suggested by
tables illustrated in the drawings or elsewhere. Similarly,
any illustrated entries of the databases represent exemplary
information only; one of ordinary skill in the art will
understand that the number and content of the entries can be
different from those disclosed herein. In another embodi-
ment, despite any depiction of the databases as tables, other
formats including relational databases, object-based models,
and/or distributed databases are used to store and manipulate
the data types disclosed herein. Object methods or behaviors
of a database can be used to implement various processes
such as those disclosed herein. In another embodiment, the
databases are, in a known manner, stored locally or remotely
from a device that accesses data in such a database. In
embodiments where there are multiple databases in the
system 200, the databases are integrated to communicate
with each other for enabling simultaneous updates of data
linked across the databases, when there are any updates to
the data in one of the databases.

The method and the system 200 disclosed herein can be
configured to work in a network environment comprising
one or more computers that are in communication with one
or more devices via a network. In an embodiment, the
computers communicate with the devices directly or indi-
rectly, via a wired medium or a wireless medium such as the
Internet, a local area network (LAN), a wide area network
(WAN) or the Ethernet, a token ring, or via any appropriate
communications mediums or combination of communica-
tions mediums. Each of the devices comprises processors,
examples of which are disclosed above, that are adapted to
communicate with the computers. In an embodiment, each
of'the computers is equipped with a network communication
device, for example, a network interface card, a modem, or
other network connection device suitable for connecting to
a network. Each of the computers and the devices executes
an operating system, examples of which are disclosed above.
While the operating system may differ depending on the type
of computer, the operating system provides the appropriate
communications protocols to establish communication links
with the network. Any number and type of machines may be
in communication with the computers.

The method and the system 200 disclosed herein are not
limited to a particular computer system platform, processor,
operating system, or network. In an embodiment, one or
more embodiments of the method and the system 200
disclosed herein are distributed among one or more com-
puter systems, for example, servers configured to provide
one or more services to one or more client computers, or to
perform a complete task in a distributed system. For
example, one or more embodiments of the method and the
system 200 disclosed herein are performed on a client-server
system that comprises components distributed among one or
more server systems that perform multiple functions accord-
ing to various embodiments. These components comprise,
for example, executable, intermediate, or interpreted code,
which communicate over a network using a communication
protocol. The method and the system 200 disclosed herein
are not limited to be executable on any particular system or
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group of systems, and are not limited to any particular
distributed architecture, network, or communication proto-
col.

The foregoing examples and illustrative implementations
of various embodiments have been provided merely for
explanation and are in no way to be construed as limiting of
the method and the system 200 disclosed herein. While the
method and the system 200 have been described with
reference to various embodiments, illustrative implementa-
tions, drawings, and techniques, it is understood that the
words, which have been used herein, are words of descrip-
tion and illustration, rather than words of limitation. Fur-
thermore, although the method and the system 200 have
been described herein with reference to particular means,
materials, techniques, and embodiments, the method and the
system 200 are not intended to be limited to the particulars
disclosed herein; rather, the method and the system 200
extend to all functionally equivalent structures, methods and
uses, such as are within the scope of the appended claims.
While multiple embodiments are disclosed, it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art, having the benefit of the
teachings of this specification, that the method and the
system 200 disclosed herein are capable of modifications
and other embodiments may be effected and changes may be
made thereto, without departing from the scope and spirit of
the method and the system 200 disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:
1. A method [for contextually managing and executing a
change in security behavior of a target user, the method]
comprising:
extracting a plurality of context attributes from a plurality
of external applications by a security behavior man-
agement system via an application programming inter-
face system and a plurality of data acquisition sources;

dynamically generating one or more security behavioral
models for each of a plurality of users by the security
behavior management system based on behavior mod-
eling criteria derived from the context attributes;

dynamically generating a security behavior score for the
each of the users by the security behavior management
system by scoring a selection of one or more of the
context attributes from the one or more security behav-
ioral models of the each of the users;

dynamically generating a plurality of targeted, contextual

control elements specific to a target user identified from
among the users by the security behavior management
system using the one or more security behavioral
models, the security behavior score, and one or more
context libraries; [and]

dynamically rendering one or more of the targeted, con-

textual control elements on a user device of the target
user by the security behavior management system
through one or more of a plurality of delivery channels
for executing the change in the security behavior of the
target user[.]; and

tracking user actions performed in response to the tar-

geted, contextual control elements and mapping the
user actions to compliance requirements stored in a
compliance database by the security behavior manage-
ment system for regulating security compliance and
identifying gaps in security risks of an organization
associated with the target user.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the context
attributes comprise activity telemetry, relevancy metrics,
security severity levels, actionability metrics, skill metrics,
a timing metric, user actions, peer actions, historic
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responses, and user roles and permissions in an organization
associated with the target user.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the behavior
modeling criteria comprise a perceived security threat cri-
terion, a self-efficacy criterion, a social norm criterion, and
a perceived reward and punishment criterion.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the dynamic
generation of the security behavior score for the each of the
users comprises:

classifying the context attributes into a plurality of pre-

defined categories by the security behavior manage-
ment system,

computing an intermediate score for each of the context

attributes in each of the predefined categories by the
security behavior management system on performing
an assessment of actions of the each of the users in
relation to the context attributes;

generating a cumulative score for the each of the pre-

defined categories by the security behavior manage-
ment system using the intermediate score of the each of
the context attributes; and

generating the security behavior score by the security

behavior management system using the generated
cumulative score of the each of the predefined catego-
ries.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the targeted,
contextual control elements comprise targeted, contextual
notification messages comprising one or more of preventive
warnings based on internal threat vectors, preventive warn-
ings based on external threat vectors, [real-time cues and
close to real-time] cues to retract from prior actions to
preclude further security issues, links to access contextual
awareness content and facilitate execution of targeted train-
ing to the target user, an indication of a reputation of
applications, awareness strategy recommendations, and rec-
ommendations to execute changes to configurations of secu-
rity controls, security operations, and security policies of an
organization associated with the target user.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the dynamic
generation of the targeted, contextual control elements com-
prises dynamically generating contextual awareness content
using the one or more security behavioral models, automati-
cally [generated] generating awareness strategies, and per-
sonalization preferences of the target user and an organiza-
tion associated with the target user, by the security behavior
management system in communication with the one or more
context libraries, wherein the contextual awareness content
comprises security use cases derived from the external
applications and the data acquisition sources, security train-
ing modules, newsletters, and multi-channel threat simula-
tions configured to educate the target user prior to a [real-
time] threat.

[7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
tracking user actions performed in response to the targeted,
contextual control elements and mapping the user actions to
compliance requirements stored in a compliance database by
the security behavior management system for regulating
security compliance and identifying gaps in security risks of
an organization associated with the target user.]

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
dynamically generating policy management recommenda-
tions configured to change configurations of security con-
trols, security operations, and security policies of an orga-
nization associated with a plurality of target users by the
security behavior management system based on the one or
more security behavioral models of the each of the users
using the dynamically generated targeted, contextual control
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elements and a change in security risks of the organization
incurred due to user actions performed in response to the
targeted, contextual control elements.

9. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
generating reports comprising one or more of user actions
performed in response to the targeted, contextual control
elements, security risks associated with a plurality of target
users, security behavior patterns, security behavior trends,
and a correlation between the security risks and security
compliance in an organization associated with the target
users, by the security behavior management system.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the external
applications comprise communication applications, web
sources, cloud sources, calendar applications, productivity
applications, endpoint security applications, events and
alerts of security applications, cloud collaboration applica-
tions, on-premise collaboration applications, data analytics
applications, customer relationship management applica-
tions, enterprise resource planning applications, file hosting
applications, enterprise social media applications, marketing
applications, and cloud-based software as a service appli-
cations.

11. A system [for contextually managing and executing a
change in security behavior of a target user, the system]
comprising:

a non-transitory, computer-readable storage medium con-
figured to store computer program instructions execut-
able by at least one processor; and

the at least one processor communicatively coupled to the
non-transitory, computer-readable storage medium and
configured to execute computer program instructions
defined by a plurality of modules, the modules com-
prising:

a data extraction engine configured to extract a plurality
of context attributes from a plurality of external appli-
cations via an application programming interface sys-
tem and a plurality of data acquisition sources;

a behavior modeling engine configured to dynamically
generate one or more security behavioral models for
each of a plurality of users based on behavior modeling
criteria derived from the context attributes;

the behavior modeling engine further configured to
dynamically generate a security behavior score for the
each of the users by scoring a selection of one or more
of the context attributes from the one or more security
behavioral models of the each of the users;

a control element generation engine configured to
dynamically generate targeted, contextual control ele-
ments specific to a target user identified from among
the users using the one or more security behavioral
models, the security behavior score, and one or more
context libraries; [and]

the control element generation engine further configured
to dynamically render one or more of the targeted,
contextual control elements on a user device of the
target user through one or more of a plurality of
delivery channels for executing the change in the
security behavior of the target user[.]; and

a compliance mapping module configured to track user
actions performed in response to the targeted, contex-
tual control elements and map the user actions to
compliance requirements stored in a compliance data-
base for regulating security compliance and identifying
gaps in security visks of an organization associated
with the target user.

12. The system according to claim 11, wherein the context

attributes comprise activity telemetry, relevancy metrics,
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security severity levels, actionability metrics, skill metrics,
a timing metric, user actions, peer actions, historic
responses, and user roles and permissions in an organization
associated with the target user.

13. The system according to claim 11, wherein the behav-
ior modeling criteria comprise a perceived security threat
criterion, a self-efficacy criterion, a social norm criterion,
and a perceived reward and punishment criterion.

14. The system according to claim 11, wherein the behav-
ior modeling engine is configured to dynamically generate
the security behavior score for the each of the users by:

classifying the context attributes into a plurality of pre-

defined categories;

computing an intermediate score for each of the context

attributes in each of the predefined categories on per-
forming an assessment of actions of the each of the
users in relation to the context attributes;

generating a cumulative score for the each of the pre-

defined categories using the intermediate score of the
each of the context attributes; and

generating the security behavior score using the generated

cumulative score of the each of the predefined catego-
ries.

15. The system according to claim 11, wherein the tar-
geted, contextual control elements comprise targeted, con-
textual notification messages comprising one or more of
preventive warnings based on internal threat vectors, pre-
ventive warnings based on external threat vectors, [real-time
cues and close to real-time] cues to retract from prior actions
to preclude further security issues, links to access contextual
awareness content and facilitate execution of targeted train-
ing to the target user, an indication of a reputation of
applications, awareness strategy recommendations, and rec-
ommendations to execute changes to configurations of secu-
rity controls, security operations, and security policies of an
organization associated with the target user.

16. The system according to claim 11, wherein the control
element generation engine, in communication with the one
or more context libraries, is further configured to dynami-
cally generate contextual awareness content using the one or
more security behavioral models, automatically [generated]
generating awareness strategies, and personalization pref-
erences of the target user and an organization associated
with the target user, and wherein the contextual awareness
content comprises security use cases derived from the exter-
nal applications and the data acquisition sources, security
training modules, newsletters, and multi-channel threat
simulations configured to educate the target user prior to a
[real-time] threat.

[17. The system according to claim 11, wherein the
modules further comprise a compliance mapping module
configured to track user actions performed in response to the
targeted, contextual control elements and map the user
actions to compliance requirements stored in a compliance
database for regulating security compliance and identifying
gaps in security risks of an organization associated with the
target user.]

18. The system according to claim 11, wherein the mod-
ules further comprise a policy management module config-
ured to dynamically generate policy management recom-
mendations configured to change configurations of security
controls, security operations, and security policies of an
organization associated with a plurality of target users based
on the one or more security behavioral models of the each
of the users using the dynamically generated targeted, con-
textual control elements and a change in security risks of the
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organization incurred due to user actions performed in
response to the targeted, contextual control elements.

19. The system according to claim 11, wherein the mod-
ules further comprise a reporting module configured to
generate reports comprising one or more of user actions
performed in response to the targeted, contextual control
elements, security risks associated with a plurality of target
users, security behavior patterns, security behavior trends,
and a correlation between the security risks and security
compliance in an organization associated with the target
users.

20. The system according to claim 11, wherein the exter-
nal applications comprise communication applications, web
sources, cloud sources, calendar applications, productivity
applications, endpoint security applications, events and
alerts of security applications, cloud collaboration applica-
tions, on-premise collaboration applications, data analytics
applications, customer relationship management applica-
tions, enterprise resource planning applications, file hosting
applications, enterprise social media applications, marketing
applications, and cloud-based software as a service appli-
cations.

21. A method comprising:

extracting, by a system, one ov more context attributes

from ome or more applications via an application
programming interface;
generating, by the system, one or more security behav-
ioral models for one or more users based on criteria
derived from the one or more context attributes;

generating, by the system, for each of the one or more
users a security behavior score from a selection of the
one or more context attributes from the one or more
security behavioral models of each of the users;

generating, by the system, one or more contextual control
elements for a target user using the one or more
security behavioral models and the security behavior
score;

rendering, by the system, the one or more contextual

control elements on a user device of the target user;
and

tracking, by the system, user actions performed in

response to the targeted, contextual control elements
and mapping the user actions to compliance require-
ments and identifying gaps in security risks of an
organization associated with the target user.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the context attributes
comprises one or more of the following: activity telemetry,
relevancy metrics, security severity levels, actionability met-
rics, skill metrics, a timing metric, user actions, peer
actions, historic responses, and user roles and permissions
in an organization associated with the target user.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the criteria com-
prises one or more of the following: a perceived security
threat criterion, a self-efficacy criterion, a social norm
criterion, and a perceived veward and punishment criterion.

24. The method of claim 21, wherein the generation of the
security behavior score for the each of the users comprises:

classifying the context attributes into a plurality of pre-

defined categories;

computing an intermediate score for each of the context

attributes in each of the predefined categories on
performing an assessment of actions of the each of the
users in relation to the context attributes;

generating a cumulative score for the each of the pre-

defined categories using the intermediate score of the
each of the context attributes; and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

65

54

generating the security behavior score using the gener-
ated cumulative scorve of the each of the predefined
categories.

25. The method of claim 21, wherein the contextual
control elements comprise one or more of the following:
targeted, contextual notification messages comprising one
or more of preventive warnings based on internal threat
vectors, preventive warnings based on external threat vec-
tors, cues to retract from prior actions to preclude further
security issues, links to access contextual awareness content
and facilitate execution of targeted training to the target
user, an indication of a reputation of applications, aware-
ness strategy recommendations, and recommendations to
execute changes to configurations of security controls, secu-
rity operations, and security policies of an organization
associated with the target user.

26. The method of claim 21, wherein the generation of the
contextual control elements comprises generating contex-
tual awareness content using the one or more security
behavioral models.

27. The method of claim 21, further comprising generat-
ing one or more policy management recommendations con-
figured to change one or more configurations of one or more
of security controls, security operations, and security poli-
cies of an organization associated with the target user.

28. The method of claim 21, further comprising generat-
ing reports comprising one or more user actions performed
in response to the contextual control elements.

29. The method of claim 21, wherein the one or more
applications comprise one or more of the following: com-
munication applications, web sources, cloud sources, cal-
endar applications, productivity applications, endpoint
security applications, events and alerts of security applica-
tions, cloud collaboration applications, on-premise collabo-
ration applications, data analytics applications, customer
relationship management applications, enterprise resource
planning applications, file hosting applications, enterprise
social media applications, marketing applications, and
cloud-based software as a service applications.

30. A system comprising:

one or more processors, coupled to memory and config-

ured to:
extract one or more context attributes from one or more
applications via an application programming inter-
Jface;

generate one or more security behavioral models for one
or more users based on criteria derived from the one or
more context attributes;

generate for each of the one or more users a security

behavior score from a selection of the one or more
context attributes from the one or more security behav-
ioral models of each of the users;

generate one or more contextual control elements for a

target user using the one or more security behavioral
models and the security behavior score;

render the one or more contextual control elements on a

user device of the target user; and

track user actions performed in response to the targeted,

contextual control elements and mapping the user
actions to compliance requivements and identifying
gaps in security rvisks of an orgamization associated
with the target user.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the context attributes
comprises one or more of the following: activity telemetry,
relevancy metrics, security severity levels, actionability met-
rics, skill metrics, a timing metric, user actions, peer
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actions, historic responses, and user roles and permissions
in an organization associated with the target user.

32. The system of claim 30, wherein the criteria comprises
one or more of the following:

a perceived security threat criterion, a self-efficacy crite-
rion, a social norm criterion, and a perceived rveward
and punishment criterion.

33. The system of claim 30, wherein the generation of the

security behavior score for the each of the users comprises:
classifying the context attributes into a plurality of pre-
defined categories;

computing an intermediate score for each of the context
attributes in each of the predefined categories on
performing an assessment of actions of the each of the
users in relation to the context attributes;

generating a cumulative score for the each of the pre-
defined categories using the intermediate score of the
each of the context attributes; and

generating the security behavior score using the gener-
ated cumulative scorve of the each of the predefined
categories.

34. The system of claim 30, wherein the contextual control
elements comprise one or more of the following: targeted,
contextual notification messages comprising one or more of
preventive warnings based on internal threat vectors, pre-
ventive warnings based on external threat vectors, cues to
retract from prior actions to preclude further security issues,
links to access contextual awareness content and facilitate
execution of targeted training to the target user, an indica-
tion of a reputation of applications, awareness strategy
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recommendations, and recommendations to execute changes
to configurations of security controls, security operations,
and security policies of an organization associated with the
target user.

35. The system of claim 30, wherein the generation of the
contextual control elements comprises generating contex-
tual awareness content using the one or more security
behavioral models.

36. The system of claim 30, wherein the one or more
processors are further configured to generate one or more
policy management recommendations that are configured to
change one or more configurations of one or more of
security controls, security operations, and security policies
of an organization associated with the target user.

37. The system of claim 30, wherein the one or more
processors are further configured to generate one or more
reports comprising one or more user actions performed in
response to the contextual control elements.

38. The system of claim 30, wherein the one or more
applications comprise one or more of the following: com-
munication applications, web sources, cloud sources, cal-
endar applications, productivity applications, endpoint
security applications, events and alerts of security applica-
tions, cloud collaboration applications, on-premise collabo-
ration applications, data analytics applications, customer
relationship management applications, enterprise resource
planning applications, file hosting applications, enterprise
social media applications, marketing applications, and
cloud-based software as a service applications.
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