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5 Claims.

1

This invention relates to strapless brassiéres
and has for an object to provide a strapless bras-
siére having novel and improved characteristics,
which is comfortable to wear, is capable of firmiy
supporting the breasts and will not slip on the
wearer.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent
as the nature of the invention is more fully dis-
cloged.

In accordance with one embodiment of the in- ;

vention a rigid member, such as a stiff wire.
extends from the bottom of the brassiére around
the outside of each breast pocket and terminates
at the top of the breast pocket at a point corre-

sponding to the point of attachment of the usual :

shoulder strap. The stiff wire thus takes the
pull of the breast pocket and provides a strapless
support. . The lower end of the wire is anchored
in a soft cushioning material such ‘as sponge
rubber which provides a grip against the skin
of the wearer and serves as a cushion for the end
of the wire. In some instances a light metal
gusset such as sheet magnesium is disposed over
the end of the wire to assist in anchoring the
same and 1o spread the pull over a wider area.

Supporting tapes may also extend from the
top end of the wire over the breast pocket to re-
inforce the soft pocket material.

As another feature the back panels are formed
with adjustable tapes extending along their top
and bottom edges to the upper and lower parts
of the wire so as to provide independent adjust-
ment for conforming the position and angle of
the wires to the figure of the wearer. The back
panels or the front of the brassiére may be pro-
vided with sponge rubber skin contacting por-
tions to prevent slippage and give the brassidre
a soft feel. ‘

The nature of the invention will be better un-~
derstood from the following description taken
in connection with the accompanying drawing in
which specific embodiments are set forth for
purposes of illustration.

In the drawings: :

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of the bras- .

siére as it appears on the figure of a wearer;
. Fig. 2 is a partial front elevation of the bras-
siére on a larger scale;

Fig. 3 is an elevation of the inside of the bras-
siére of Fig. 2; :

Fig. 4 is a detail view of a supporting wire and
cover; ‘

Fig. 5 is-an edge elevation of the wire;

Fig. 6 is a vertical section taken on the line
6—6 of Fig, 2;

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a slip embody-
ing the invention;

Fig. 8 is 'a perspective view similar to Fig. 1
illustrating a further embodiment of the inven-
tion;
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Fig. 9 is a partial front elevation of the bras-
siere of Fig. 8 on a larger scale;

Fig. 10 is a detail of the supporting wire and
gussets;

Fig. 11 is a similar detail of the wire and cover-
ing;

Fig. 12 is a broken inside elevation of the bras-
siére of Fig. 9;

Fig. 13 is a broken inside elevation of a bras-
sigre illustrating another embodiment of the in-
vention;

Fig. 14 is a Dbroken inside elevation of a still
further embodiment;

Fig. 15 is a vertical section taken on the line

E—1{5 of Iig. 14;

Fig. 16 is a detail of a back panel illustrating
another embodiment;

Pig. 17 is a vertical section taken on the line
§1—{7T of Fig. 16;

Fig. 18 is a detail of a back panel illustrating
still another embodiment; and

PFig. 19 is a vertical section taken on the line
18—19 of Fig. 18.

Referring to the drawings more in detail the
invention is shown in Figs. 1 to 6 as embodied
in a brassiére having a pair of breast pockets 20
of thin soft material such as lace with the lower
portions of a somewhat heavier material. A
front strip 21 extends across the front of the
garment below the breast pockets and is secured
to the bottom of the breast pockets by stitching.
The front strip may comprise a separate tape or
a hem on the bottom of the material of the breast
pockets.

A stiff formed wire 22 is formed with a loop 23
at. the bottom to eliminate a sharp end which
is secured to the front strip 21, an upright por-
tion 24 extending upwardly from the front strip
21, 3 curved upper portion 25 which conforms to
the contour of the outer edge of the breast
pocket, and a loop 26 at the top. The wire 22 is
shaped to the outer edge of the breast pocket
and lies along an edge tape 27 thereof. 'The tape
27 serves as an attaching and supporting means
for the fabric of the breast pocket 28 and extends
over the top of the pockets to a center tape 39.

Rack panels 31 are attached to the breast pock-
ets 20 and are shown as having tor and bottom
tapes 32 and 33 which extend from the tape 27
around the back of the wesrer and are individu-
ally adjustable by slides 24. The lowsr tape 33
is attached to the front strio 21 to exert a pull
thereon and the top tape 32 is attached to the
tape 27 near the upper end of the wire 22 to ad-
just the inclination of the wire to conferm to the
wearer. At their ends the back tapes 32 and 23
carry fastening means to secure the ends of the
two back panels together.

A strip of soft cushioning material stich as
sponge rubber 35 is disposed along the lower
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edge of the back panel and along a portion of the
front strip 2. 'The length of the sponge rubber
strip 35 may vary, but in any evenf the strip lies
over the loop 23 at the lower end of the wire 22.
A similar sponge rubber strip 36 overlies the en-
tire wire 22. The purpose of the strips 35 and 36
is to protect the wearer from the hard feel of the
wire 22 and also to prevent slippage of the gar-
ment. 'The sponge rubber strip 35 is shown as
backed by a stretchable strip 37 and is prefer-
ably attached to the back panel 3! only at its
ends and while under slicht tension so that the
strip 37 may be stretched slightly by the pull of
the back panels, thereby increasing the grip on
the skin of the wearer.

In Fig. 7 the brass1ere of Figs. 1 to 6 is shown
as attached to or forming a part of a slip 40.
The construction is otherwise similar to that
above described. It is obvious that the brassiére
can form a part of any strapless garment and
will also serve as a support for the entire gar-
ment. It may for example constitute a part of
a bathing suit or evening gown.

Referring to Figs. 8 to 12, the brassiére is gen-
erally similar to that above described. The sup-
porting wire 41 in this case is made in the form
of a double wire having a return bend 42 and a
strut 43 extending at a slight angle. A second
strut 44 is also provided which may be welded
to the wire 41. Both struts 43 and 44 are formed
with bottom loops 45 to eliminate sharp ends.

“The lower end of the wire 41 is anchored in a
gusset 46 of a light metal such as magnesium
foil which extends on both sides of the wire and
is thin enough to be secured in the garment by
stitches 41. The gusset 48 thus serves to extend
the thrust of the wire over a greater area of the
front strip 21 and improve the support.

The upper end of the wire 41 is shown in Figs.
8 t0.12 as also fixed in a gusset 50 of similar ma-
terial to which tapes 51 are secured. The tapes
51 extend over the fabric of the breast pockets
and provide a strong, positive support. The tapes
may be made of non-stretchable fabri¢ or of thin
metal as magnesium. One or more horizontal
tapes 52 of similar material may also be used.
The tapes 51 all pull on the end of the wire 41 at
about the point where the shoulder strap would
normally be attached. The wire thus takes the
place of a strap and takes up the entire pull of
the breast pocket. The struts 43 and 44 have
been found to stiffen the wire and improve the
support.- One or more such struts may be used
as desired.

In Fig. 13 the breast pockets and supports are
similar to those above described. The baék pan-
els 83, however, hdve an upwardly inclined lower
edge ‘54 carrying a sponge rubber strip 55 and
end in stays 56.. An adjustable tape 57 joins the
top of the stay 56 and the upper portion of the
wire 22 to provide for adjustment of the position
thereof. Back strips 60 of strétchable material,
such as sponge rubber backed by a stretchable
fabric, extend in an upwardly 1ncl1ned direction
from the stays 56.

The upward inclination of the back panels and
strips directs an upward pull at the base of the
wires where the greatest support is needed.

Th'e form of Pig. 14 is generally similar to that
of Fig. 13 except that-the back panels 53 and
strips 60 exfend horizontally and the sponge rub-
ber strips 59 are formed with holes or depressions
61 to increase their grip.
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The sponge rubber may be disposed on the
back panels in the form of horizontal strips as
shown in Figs. 13 and 14 or as inclined strips 62
as shown in Fig. 16 or as blocks 63 as shown in
Pig. 18. The blocks may be of various sizes or
shapes as shown and may be solid or perforated.
Tt is to be understood that the sponge rubber may
be used in any desired portion of the back panels,
or front strip.

What is claimed is: ‘

1, A brassiére comprising a pair of breast
pockets of thin fabric and a pair of back straps
to be joined around the wearer, a narrow front
strip extending beneath said breast pockets and
joined thereto, said front strip being attached at
its ends to said back straps to receive the entire
pull thereof, a stlﬁ metal member extending
around the outside édge of each of said breast
pockets, said metal members having their lower
end portions extending substantially vertically
along the outer edges of the respective breast
pockets with their bottom ends overlying and se-
cured to said front strip and terminating at the
top at about the center line of the breast pockets
and attached to sald breast pockets to support
the same, a cushlomng material dlsposed over said
bottom ends of ‘said metal members on the inside
of the brassiére to protect the skin of the wearer
from said metal members, and a pair of tapes
connected at- one end to said back straps with
their forward ends attached to said metal mem-

ber at about the top of said substantially vertical -

portion to position said member and prevent, tilt-
ing thereof due to the pull of the breasts about
the point of attachment of the lower ends of sald
metal members to sald front strip.

2. In a brassiére, as set forth in claim 1, metal
brac1ng struts extending from said front strip to
said metal members to assist said tapes in holding
said metal members in position.

3. A bra551ére, as set forth in claim 1, in which
said tapes are adjustable for adjustably position-
ing the upper ends of said metal members.

4, In a bragsiére, as set forth in claim 1, metal
foil gussets disposed over the lower ends of said
metal members and secured to said front strip to
anchor the metal members thereto.

5. Ina brassiére, as set forth in claim 1, a layer
of sponge rubber disposed along the inside of said
front strip and over the lower ends of said metal
members to contact the skin of the wearer for
cushioning the pull of the back straps and f01
preven’mng shppage of the brassiére.
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