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“To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wrrtam B. Srater,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and ugeful Im-
provements in Apparatus for Stenciling De-
signs on Surfaces; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as wilt en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention has relation to apparatus
for producing mural decoration and it con-
sists of certain novel features whereby with
the proper manipulation of my apparatus a
complete wall treatment may be attained,
such treatment leaving upon the surface of
the wall a pleasing artistic effect in close
imitation of a much more expensive product
of high artistic skill, made manifest by the
usual slow process of band work, or by the
use of a woven fabric us o1 silk or tapestry
secured to the wall surface.

In the use of my apparatus the prelimi-
nary preparation of the wall may be ac-
complished by treating the bare walls di-
rectly with color or by covering the surface
with suitable canvas as cotton or other ma-
terial and applying the requisite number of

coats of paint to the same, or a finished fab-
ric of suitable cha: «cter may be applied to

the wall. After th. wall has thus been pre-
liminarily treated I apply to the surface
thereof -such design as may be necessary to

produce the effect or character of decoration

desired, by first applying my primary or

" initial stencil pl:te, such stemcil consisting of
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any suitable msterial, as properly prepared’

fibrous paper or sheet metal and having
portions thereof cut away to produce the
general outline or effect of the design to be
placed upon the wall.

To the design produced by introducing
color through the openings in the primary .

stencil, T apyly my secondary stencil which
by the use of the same color or colors com-
pletes or ac entuates parts of the design
and by the u.» of lichter or darker colors or
both with th« :ame stencil high lights and
shadows are produced, giving a finished
character to the design partly produced by
the first stencil and enables a workman to
mechanically

lights and shading necessary in closely imi-
tating the hand-work of an artist.

1 of stencil.

roduce all requisite high.

A detail description of the construction
of the stencil plates and method of apply-
ing colors therethrough will be hereinafter
set forth.

I now call attention to the accompanying
drawings made a part of this application in
which—

Figure 1 shows the completed work per-
formed with my primary and secondary
stencils. Fig. 2 15 a slightly enlarged detail
view of one leaf of the design shown in
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of a
portion of the secondary stencil, showing
the openings through the stencil for the op-
posite edges of the leaf shown in Iig. 2.
Iig. 4 is a similar view of the primary sten-
cil showing the opening therethrough for
the central portion of the leat shownin Fig.
2. Fig. 5 1s a slightly enlarged view of a
portion of the design shown in Fig. 1, show-

{ ing the design produced in two colors in-

stead of three, by a slightly modified form
TFigs. 6 and 7 are fragmentary
detail views of portions of the secondary and
primary stencils, respectively, showing open-
ings therethrough for producing stems or
the like, the opening in the primary stencil
having straight edges while one of the open-
ings i the secondary stencil has its inner
edge ja§ged or serrated, while a plurality
of small openings are positioned along the
inner edge of the other opening, and, Fig.
8 shows 2 slightly tapering stem produced
by the stencils having openings as shown in
Figs. 6 and 7.

Obviously the stencil plates may be cut
to show any preferred design though in the
present instance I have shown a form of
torch and wreath frequently employed in
wall decoration, doing so as a matter of con-
venience of illustration to bring out the sa-
lient features of my invention.

By referring to Figs. 1 and 2 it will be
observed that the werle is produced in three
colors, each portion such as a leaf, stem or
tonguc of flame having one edge light and
the opposite edge dark while an intermediate
color is employed for the central portion.
The light, intermediate and dark colors or
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shades are designated by the numerals 1, 2 105

and 3 resnectively. It will be understood
that any colors or shades desired may be
employed to produce the light and shaded
etfect by highlighting certain {)ortions of
the design and producing a blended or

.
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shaded effect which can only be accom-
plished in high class artistic hand-work by
talking leaf by leaf or detail by detail of the
design. But, however, by means of my in-
vention T am enabled to accomplish this by a
cheap mechanical process, thereby: avoiding
artistic hand-worl which is necessarily ex-
pensive, both as regards time and money.
To produce the three color or three shade
effect the secondary stencil 4 is provided for
each detail of the design with two slots 5

.. properly spaced from one another, as shown

in Fig. 8 while the primary stencil 6 is
provided with one slot 7 for each' detail,
which slot 7 is adapted to be positioned be-
tween the spaces occupied by the spaced

slots 5 during the use of the first stencil and

~may if desired beof such width as to lap over
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the edges of the slots 5 to effect
blending of the colors or shades. .
~ In practice the primary stencil is placed
in proper position upon the surface to be
decorated and the intermediate shade or
paint applied: thereto in such manner that
it will find its way through the opening T

for each detail of the design. The primary

stencil is then removed and the secondary

.stencil placed in position, and the light and

dark shades applied through the openings 5,
it being understood that the light shade is
introduced through ome set of openings
while the dark shade is introduced through
the other, thus producing the opposite edges
of each detail of the design, the colors ap-
plied through the openings 5 blending with

_ the shade applied through the opening 7 of

the secondary stencil 4, the result being the

~ finished decoration, as shown in Fig. 1. It
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will be understood that the same color may

be uséd for both sets of openings 5 in the
secondary stencil, with a second color, to be

“used for the openings 7 in-the primary sten-.

cil, thus permitting the workman to produce

a decorative design of only two colors or

shades, if he so desires. . ,

Tig. 6 shows two straight, spaced open-
ings 8 and 9 in the secondary stemeil 4
especially adapted for producing stems such
as shown in Ifig. 1. The inner edge of the
opening 8 is jagged or serrated, as shown
at 8 to produce an appearance of a grad-
ual and perfect blending of colors while a
row of small openings 10, which are pref-
erably circular but may be of any shape
desired, are located adjacent the inner edge
of the opening 9 for substantially the same

purpose. When the secondary stencil is pro-.

vided with this design of openings for
straight. portions of the decoration, the pri-
mary stencil 6 is provided with a corve-
spondingly tapered opening 11 which is
adapted to be overlapped by the lnner edges
of the openings 8 and 9, to effect proper
blending of the colors. The continuous
curved lines 12 wmay be produced by pro-

proper
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viding overlapping alining openings in the
primary and secondary stencils, as will be
clearly understood. ’

Tach detail of the decoration may be pro-
duced in two colors, as shown in Fig. 5 1f
desired, the light color 13 being forced

through one of the openings 5 in the sec-

_ondary stencil while the other color 14 is

forced through the other opening 5 in said -

stencil and thréugh the opening 7 in the
primary stencil. The effect in Fig. 5 may be
produced by stencils specially cut to pro-
duce a two color effect. It will also be
understood that the secondaty stencil may
be employed first, if desired. .
Briefly stated I provide a primary stencil
plate constructed to give the general outline

"of the design adapted for reproduction,

which - outline or initial stage of develop-
ment is supplemented or completed by using
the secondary stencil and by the use of my
secondary - stencil T really accomplish two
distinet results; viz. The elaboration and
completion of the design produced by the
primary stemcil and secondly the produc-

‘tion of high lights or shadows on both parts

of the design, both of said results being

accomplished by the simple act of introduc--

ing the required ¢olor oy colors through the
openings in the secondary stencil. Moreover
T am enabled to avoid the sharp lines of
demarcation between the color employed
through the primary stencil and the color
introdnced through the secondary stencil,
such result being accomplished by means
of the jagged or serrated edge 8 of the
opening 8 or by means of the Tow of small
openings 10. By means of the serrated
edge 8, the color applied through the open-

ing 8 and similar openings will be attenu-

ated or more thinly distributed at the meet-
ing edge of the two colors or will at least
have that appearance in the finished 'work.
The same result may be attained by slitting
the serrated edge 8" or providing attenu-

ated V-shaped clefts (not shown) in said

edge. By constructing the codperating pri-
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mary and secondary. stencils as stated, I am. .

enabled to produce stencils of much’ more
lasting qualities, and by applying the
stencils successively and applyving colors
{lrough their openings as described the pre-

determined design of completed character -

follows as a result. By placing the second-
ary stencil directly upon the primary steneil,

it Twill be -seen that the openings in the

primary steneil will not appear through the
openings in the secondary stencil, except
such openings as may be especially formed
te insture accurate rvegistration, thus show-
ing that it is not necessary to have the full
completed design -before.applying the sec-
ondary steneil and thereby cover over the
color ~ introduced through the primary
stencil, in other words the openings in the

120

125

130




10

15

1,040,797

scondary stencil are so arranged as to en-
able the color to be placed on the design only
at points where high lights or shadows are
cdesirable and it follows that suitable high
lighting or brightening color may be em-
ployed according to the judgment of the
operator or the wishes of the person for
whom the work is performed, thereby en-
abling a workman of ordinary skill or even
an amateur to produce a design in accord-
ance with the stencils, which shall have high
artistic merit practically of the same order
or degree as though the work had been done
by an artist, as hand-work.

What X claim is:—

1. Apparatus for stenciling designs on
surfaces comprising cotperating secondary
and primary stencils formed of flexible ma-
terial, the secondary stencil having a pair of
spaced openings through which  color ¢r
colors may be applied to produce the oppo-
site edges of each figure of the design while
the primary stencil is provided with an
opening for each fizure of the design hav-
ing its edges slightlv overlapping the inner
edges of the openings in the secondary
stencil for the same figure of the design,
through which -opening in the primary sten-
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cil a color may be applied to produce the
central portion of the figure, each figure of
the design being prodnced in the same man-
ner.

2. Codperating primary and secondar
stencils formed of flexible material, the pri-
mary stencil having openings through which
color may be introduced to produce the cen-
tral portion of an ornamental figure while
the secondary stencil is provided with open-
ings offset from and overlapping the open-
ings of the primary stencil, through which
off'set overlapping openings second and third
colors may be applied to produce the oppo-
site edges of the ornamental figure and thus
complete said figure, the openings in the
secondary stencil having certain of their
edges serrated to cause proper blending of
the colors applied through the openings of
the primary and secondary stencils.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. ]

WILLIAM B. SLATER.

Witnesses:
C. E. Ferzer,
M. A. Newcomz,

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.”
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