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To all ’whom ¿t may concern.' 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR F. WILCox, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Kalispell, in the county of Flathead, State 
of Montana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Boxes; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
same. 

This invent-ion relates to boxes and more 
particularly to that class which are collapsi 
ble. 
More specifically speaking, the invention 

relates to that class of collapsible boxes in 
which interlocking flanges are provided 
alongthe vertical edges of the ends and sides 
of the box and a spring locking tongue 
which automatically springs into place to 
hold the sides and ends against folding. 
I-Ieretofore, it has been customary in such 
constructions to form in the sides or ends of 
the box recesses into which the tongues may 
be sprung when it is desired to fold the box, 
but I have found that such constructions are 
undesirable as the formation of such recesses 
involves considerable loss of time and labor 
and as a result, I have conceived the'idea of 
forming an opening in the flange plate 
which is secured upon that wall of the box 
upon which the spring tongue is fixed so 
that the thickness of the tongue may be re 
ceived in the opening and the formation of 
the usual recesses obviated. » . 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure l 
is a front elevation of the box. Fig. 2 is an 
end view of the box embodying my inven 
tion. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view 
through the box showing the spring tongue 
in locked position. Fig. 4f is a vertical sec 
tional view therethrough showing the box in 
folded position. 
As shown in the drawings, the box em 

bodying my invention comprises a bottom 
which is indicated by the numeral 10, a front 
side 11 which is hinged at its lower edge to 
the forward edge of the bottom,a rear side or 
wall 12 which is hinged at its lower edge to 
the rear edge of the bottom, and a top which 
is hinged at its rear edge to the upper edge 
of the rear side of the box, the hinge connec 
tion between the several walls of the bo-x 
mentioned being had preferably by means of 
two flexible straps which are indicated by 
the numeral 14 and are riveted or otherwise 

i secured tothe said walls of the box and ex 
tended around the same, the _straps being 
provided ­at their ends‘which terminate upon 
the front wall of the box with buckles 15 
and the other ends of the straps being 
formed with lthe usual openings for the en 
gagement therein of the bills of the buckles, 
whereby the box may be held closed. The 
box also includes in its struct-ure ends which 
are indicated by the numeral 16 and which 
are hinged as at 17 tothe vertical edges of 
the front side of the box, they being adapted 
to be folded in to lie against the inner side 
of the said front wall as will be presently 
explained. Secured upon the inner face of 
tlie'rear wall of the box at each end thereof 
is a plate 18 which at its outer vertical edge 
is bent back upon itself as indicated by the 
numeral 19, there being a plate 20 secured 
upon each of the ends of the box at the free 
vertical edge thereof and formed at its outer 
vertical edge with a rightangularly bent 
flange 21 which, when the box is opened and 
filled, is engaged between the body of the 
corresponding plate 18 and the back bent 
edge portion thereof, the four side walls of 
the box being in this manner held against 
collapsing. 
In order to prevent the interlocking 

flanges above described becoming disen~ 
gaged >one from t-he other, I have provided 
spring detents 23 which are secured one ad 
jacent each end of the rear side of t-he box 
and which have their free ends directed to 
ward the end edges of the said rear wall, 
they being normally sprung out from the 
said wall of the box so as to automatically 
engage at their free ends with the corre 
sponding end walls of the box as is yclearly 
shown in the horizontal sectional view of the 
drawings. The plates 18 are each centrally 
formed with a longitudinal slot 29 adapted 
to receive the free ends of the detents when 
it is desired'to unlock the box. 
In folding t-he box, the ends are folded 

upon the front wall and the said wall then 
turned back against the underside of the 
bottom the said bottom and ­the end walls be~ 
ing then folded upon the rear wall so that 
the end walls will be between the said rear 
wall and the bottom, the top being finally 
folded back upon the rear wall. 
What is claimed is: 
A box comprising in combination, a bot 

tom, front and rear side walls hinged to the 
bot-tom, a top hinged to the upper edge of 
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one of the side walls, and walls hinged to the 
rear side wall to swing inwardly, plates se« 
cured to the inner face of the end walls and 
having outwardly turned flanges extending 
over the forward edges of said walls and in 
spaced relation thereto and to the front side 
wall, plates carried by the inner face of the 
front side wall having resilient louter ends 
adapted to engage the flange portions of the 
first mentioned plates, and spring detente 
carried by the inner face of the front wall 
adapted to engage the plates carried by the 
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end walls to look the latter against inward 
movements, said second mentioned plates be~ 
ing centrally formed with longitudinal slots 
for receiving the free ends of the detents 
when the latter are disengaged from the iirst 
inent-ioned plates. 
In testimony whereof, I afiiX my signa 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
ARTHUR F. WILCOX. 

lVitnesses : 
' D. A. STOCKING, 
ERNEST M. CHILD. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D. C.” 
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