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" pustion engine 13, the crank case 14 of which is

The invention relates to portable machines,
such for example as small portable power driven
liquid pumps, ‘and has for one of its objects to
provide a simple, effective and relatively inex-
pensive skid base or suppor} therefor, whereby the
apparatus may be easily drawn over the ground
to position it for use.

A further object of the invention is to provide
s base or support of the character indicated
which. may be quickly and inexpensively con-
structed, principally from sheet materizal, and to
which the pump or other apparatus may be readily
attached and detached. .

Still further objects of the invention are to pro-
vide a sheet metal base.or support having rein-
forcing beads pressed or stamped therein, which
also serve as ground-engaging runners; to pro-
vide a base or support which may, and preferably
does, have an upturned forward end for facilitat-

ing its movement over the ground; and which is &

provided with means whereby.a cord or rope such
as is commonly supplied for starting the small
internal combustion motors of the machines may
be readily attached to and detached from the base
and thereby also serve as a draft means for the
apparatus.

With the above and other objects in view, which

will be apparent from the following description
and claims, the invention consists in the novel

details of construction and combinations of parts 3

more fully hereinafter disclosed and particularly
pointed out in the said claims. :

Referring to the accompanying drawing form-
ing a part of this specification, in which like ref-
erence characters designate like parts in all the
views:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portable cen-
trifugal liquid pump, mounted upon a skid base or
support constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of a
as is shown in Fig. 1;

Tig. 3 is a side elevational view of the parts
shown in Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view, taken on
the plane indicated by the line 4—4 in Fig. 3.

The pump illustrated in Fig. 1 as representa-
tive of the apparatus to which the skid base of
the invention is applicable is & well known com-
mercial form of portable internal combustion en-
gine driven self-priming centrifugal liquid pump,
in which the pump 10 is provided with an intake
connection 11, a discharge connection 2 and an
impeller (not shown) which is connected to and
driven by the crank shaft of an internal com-

base or support such

provided at opposite sides with lugs. or feet {5 by

mesns of which it may be secured to a support.
The present skid base or traversing support for

such an apparatus comprises a sheet or plate I8

" of metal or other suitable material, having a flat
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generally rectangular body portion 11 which
merges into a tapering forward portion 18 which
is - preferably curved upwardly approximately as
shown in Figs.1,2 and 3. A pair of spaced longi-
tudinally extending downwardly facing beads 20
is.pressed, stamped or otherwise. formed in the
body portion 1, which beads preferaply continue
into the up-turned tapering forward portion 18,in
general paralleling the lateral edges of the sheet
or plate and meeting at 2{. These beads not only
reinforee the sheet or plate 16 against transverse
bending, but those portions of them carried by
the flat body portion {7 act as ground-engaging

runners and facilitate the movement of the ap-

paratus over the ground surface by reducing the
area of contact, as will be readily understood; and
the portions of the peads extending into the up-
wardly curved forward end portion 18 tend to
maintain its curve and prevent it from straighten-
ing out under the influence of pull exerted on the
draft means.

Bars or strips 22 may be secured, as by spot weld-
ing, or otherwise, to the upper surface of the body
portion 17, spanning portions of the beads 20 as
shown, and provided with apertures 23 suitably
positioned to receive the bolts or screws 24. by
means of which the feet or lugs {5 of the engine
crank case may be detachably secured to the skid
base.

A draft eye 25 is secured to the forward end
of the up-turned portion {8, which eye may be
conveniently formed from round rod into sub-
stantially the shape shown, with rearwardly di-
vergent legs 26 which are spot welded or other-
wise secured to the plate. The knotted end 27 of
5 draft cord or rope 28 may be introduced through
the broad base portion 29 of this eye and then
moved forwardly to engage the knots beneath the
restricted forward portion of the eye, providing a
simple and effective means whereby the draft
cord or rope may be readily attached to and de-
tached from the skid base. As above stated, this
draft cord or rope may conveniently be the cord
or rope usually furnished and employed for start-
ing the small internal combustion engines com-
monly used in-this type of apparatus, and the rope
pe thus utilized for dual functions.

Pumps of the type illustrated are frequently
used under conditions wherein they of necessity
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are positioned in mud or upon soft ground, and
in such circumstances the relatively large area
of the imperforate skid base 16 tends to prevent
their sinking into the mud or earth under the
vibration incident to their operation, or from
other causes.

While one form of the invention has been illus-
trated and described it is obvious that those
skilled in the art may vary the details of con-

struction as well as the precise arrangement of"

parts without departing from the spirit- of the
invention and therefore it is not wished- to be
limited to the above disclosure except as may be
required by the claims.

What is claimed is: ‘ .

1. A portable pump having a skid base or sup-
port comprising a plate of sheet material having
a substantially flat body portion. and. an up-
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wardly turned forward end portion, the -under -

surface of at least said body portion being pro-
vided with a-plurality of spaced beads. for rein-
forcing said portion against bending, said béads
also - constituting: runners ‘engageable with the
surface of the.ground to facilitate movement of
the apparatus: thereover; and means for con-
necting a draft.member to said base.

2. A’ portable pump having a skid base or sup-
port.comprising a plate. of sheet:material having
& substantially flat body portion and an up-
wardly curved forward end portion, the under
surface-of:said plate being provided with a plu-
rality of spaced. longitudinally extending beads
for- reinforcing. both. of said portions against
transverse bending, the portions. of said beads
located: on- the body portion of the. plate also
constituting runners engageable with the surface
of the ground to facilitate traverse of the appa-
ratus- théreover; and means for connecting. a
draft member to.the forward end portion of said
base.-

3. A-portable power driven pump having a skid
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base or support comprising a sheet of material
having a substantially flat body portion and an
upwardly curved tapering forward end portion,
said sheet having a downwardly pressed bead
substantially paralleling the lateral edges of both
of said portions to reinforce them against trans-
verse bending, the portions of said beads located
on the said body portion also constituting runners
engageable with the surface of the ground to
Tacilitate movement of the apparatus thereover;
means carried by.said body portion for the de-
tachable: securement of the pump apparatus
thereto; and means for the readily detachable
connection of a draft member to the forward end

portion of said base.

4. As an article of manufacture, a skid base or
support for a portable machine, comprising a
plate of sheet material having a substantially
flat body portion and an up-turned end portion,
said plate having a plurality of longitudinal beads
projecting from. its lower surface to strengthen
both of said portions against transverse:bending,
the parts of the beads located on the body por-
tion also constituting runners. for engagement
with the surface of the ground to facilitate-move-
ment of the apparatus thereover; and means for-
connecting a draft member to said base.

5. A skid base or support according to claim 4,
wherein the draft member connecting means
comprises. an eye carried by the up-turned end
portion, .and provided with an aperture having a
harrow portion: and a broader portion, through.

© the latter of which a knotted end of a draft cord.

35

40

or rope may:be passed and then moved to engage
the knot with the narrower portion.

6. A skid base or support according to claim 4,
wherein the upper: face of the body portion: of
the plate is. provided with members rigidly se-
cured thereon to which the portable. machine may’
be fastened.

CHARLES I. LONGENECKER..



