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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Francrs WiLLiam
MavrrerT, of Meadville, in the county of
Crawford, in the State of Pennsylvania, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Hose-Supporting Clasps, of which the follow-
ing, taken in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription.

This invention relates to the class of clasps
which are connected to a strap or web sus-
pended from the waistband or belt of a gar-
ment and are provided with means for grasp-
ing the top edge of the hose; and the inven-
tion consists m a novel construction and

* combination of the component parts of a
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clasp which is very convenient and efficient
in its operation, as hereinafter explained,
and set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a face view of a clasp embodying my inven-
tion. Tig. 2 is a reverse face view of the
same detached from the garment. Fig. 3 is
a longitudinal section on the line X X in Fig.
1. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal section of the
clasp in its open position, and Figs. 5, 6, and
7 are disconnected perspective views of the
component parts of the clasp.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

a represents the base-plate of the clasp,
which plate is formed with an aperture b in
its center, a hook-shaped jaw ¢ on one end,
and transverse slots d and d’, one of which is
between the jaw ¢ and the aperture b and the
other is in the opposite end of the plate. The
sides of said plate are formed with longitudi-
nal flanges e ¢, which project at right angles
from the plane of the plate and extend from
end to end thereof to brace and stiffen the
plate longitudinally. Said flanges are perfo-
rated at or near the centers of their lengths or
opposite the central aperiure b, as shown at ¢’
in Fig. 5 of the drawings. To compensate
for the weakening of the plate by the aper-

ture b, I enlarge the depth of the flanges at |

said aperture, as shown.

C denotes the web or strap by means of
which the clasp is suspended from the waist-
band of the garment. The clasp is connect-
ed to said strap by the latter passing through
the upper slot d’ from the front of the plate
a, thence along the back of said plate and

“around the exterior of the jaw ¢, and finally
through the lower slot d, as shown in Figs. 3
and 4 of the drawings. The strap is thus
held in position across the aperture b of the
base-plate to shield the coupling of the
thumb-lever to the clamping-tongue herein-
after described and is also caused to cover
the jaw ¢, so as to obviate injury to the por-
tion of the hose grasped in said jaw, as shown
at D in Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings.

Jf denotes the clamping-tongue, which
pinches the hose in the jaw ¢, and ¢ designates
the thumb-lever by means of which the
tongue f is operated. The thumb-lever g is
formed at its lower end with inwardly-de-
flected ears % h, which are perforated, as
shown at A/, and are elongated to form sup-
plemental ears 4 4, extending from the end of
the lever and perforated, as shown at ¢’ in
Fig. 7 of the drawings. Said thumb-lever is
pivoted to a transverse rod §, passing through
the perforations &’ in the ears & h and through
the perforations ¢’ ¢’ in the enlarged portions
of the flanges e ¢ of the base-plate and clenched
or otherwise suitably fastened to said flanges.

The clamping-tongue f is provided with
perforated ears f, projecting from the tongue
and connected to the supplemental ears 4 of
the thumb-lever ¢ by means of a rod 7, pass-
ing through said ears.

- The clasp is opened by the operator de-
pressing the pivoted end of the tongue %,
thereby causing the free ends of said tongue
and lever ¢ to be thrown out from the plane
of the base-plate «, as shown in Fig. 4 of the
drawings. The upper end of the hose is thus
allowed to be placed in the jaw ¢, in which if
is subsequently clamped by the closing of the
clasp, which is effected by the operator’s fin-
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gers depressing the free end of the tongue f .

onto the portion of the hose lying on the base-
plate @ adjacent to the jaw ¢, and then by the
operator depressing the free end of the lever
g the tongue f is forced toward the jaw ¢, so
as to jam the hose D therein. In the said
movement the pivot of the clamping-tongue
is carried from the base-plate outward be-
yond the fulcrum of the thumb-lever, and
thus throws the clamping-tongue into an an-
gle of inclination from the thumb-lever to
lock the said tongue in its hose-retaining po-
sition, as shown m Fig. 3 of the drawings.
The hose is readily released from the clasp
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when desired by the manipulator depressing
the pivoted end of the clamping-tongue f in
the direction indicated by the arrow ¢, and
thus opening the clasp, as before described.

In order to retain the clamping-tongue
away from the jaw and in a position to allow
the hose to be conveniently connected to the
said jaw, I employ a suitable spring s for
forcing the free end of said tongue outward
from the base-plate. I preferably form said
spring from wire bent V-shaped 4t its center
and having the end portions coiled in the
shape of two spirals, which surround, respec-
tively, the rods j and [ and are terminated in
the form of fingers s’ ¢/, which bear on the
backs of the lever ¢ and tongue f. The said
spring and the supplemental ears 4 enter into
the central aperture b of the base-plate and
partly protrude at the back of said plate
when the clasp is opened, as shown in TFig. 4
of the drawings, and the band C covering said
protruding parts prevents them from annoy-
ing the user of the clasp.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1. A clasp consisting of a base-plate formed
with a hooE—shaped jaw on one end, a strap-
receiving slot in the opposite end, an aper-
ture in the central portion and longitudinal
flanges on its sides, a lever fulcrumed on said
flanges opposite the central aperture of the
plate and formed with ears extending be-
yond the fulerum of the lever and adapted to
enter the said aperture, and a clamping-
tongue pivoted to said ears as set forth.

2. A clasp consisting of a base-plate formed
with a hook-shaped jaw on one end, a strap-
receiving slot in the opposite end, an aper-
ture in the center of the plate, and longitudi-

" nal flanges extending from end to end of the
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plate, a thumb-lever formed with inwardly-
deflected ears pivoted to said flanges, oppo-
site the central aperture and supplemental
ears extending from the said deflected ears
and adapted to enter the central aperture,
and the clamping-tongue pivoted to the sup-
plemental ears as set forth. ,

3. The improved hose - supporting clasp
consisting of the base-plate formed with a
hook-shaped jaw on one end, an aperture in
the center of the plate, longitudinal flanges
projecting at right angles from the plane of
the plate and extending from end to end
thereof and enlarged in depth at the central
aperture, the thumb-lever pivoted to the
flanges at said aperture and provided with
ears extending beyond the pivot, and the
clamping-tongue pivoted to said ears, in
combination with the suspending-strap ex-
tending across the central aperture and se-
gureﬁl to both ends of the base-plate as set
orth, '

820,662

4. A hose-supporting clasp consisting of
a base-plate formed with a hook-shaped
hose-receiving jaw on one end, means for at-
taching the plate to the strap at the opposite
end of the plate and longitudinal flanges pro-
jecting at right angles from the plane of the
plate, a transverse rod connected to the
flanges, a lever pivoted on said rod and
formed with supplemental ears extending
beyond the pivot of the lever, the clamping-
tongue pivoted to said supplemental ears,

~and a spring disposed to press the free end of

said tongue outward from the base-plate as
set forth.

5. A hose-supporting clasp consisting of a
base-plate formed with the hose-receiving
jaw on one end, means for attaching the plate
to the strap, an aperture in the central por-
tion of the plate and longitudinal flanges on
the sides of the plate, a transverse rod at-
tached to the flanges opposite the central
aperture, a thumb-lever formed with in-
wardly-deflected ears pivoted to said rod and

with supplemental ears extending beyond

the pivot, a transverse rod attached to the
supplemental ears, the clamping-tongue pro-
vided with ears pivoted to the last-men-
tioned rod, and a spring consisting of a wire
having its end portions each coiled around
one of the aforesaid transverse rods and ter-
minating in fingers bearing on the backs of
the thumb-lever and clamping-tongue sub-
stantially as set forth and shown.

6. The base-plate formed with the hose-re-
ceiving jaw on one end, an aperture in its cen-
tral portion, transverse slots in the ends of the
plate, and longitudinal flanges projecting at
right angles from the plane of the plate, a
transverserod attached to theflanges opposite
the central aperture, a thumb-lever pivoted to
said rod and formed with supplemental ears
extending beyond the pivot, a transverse rod
attached to said supplemental ears, the
clamping-tongue. formed with ears pivoted
to the transverse rod on the supplemental
ears, a spring-wire having its central portion
bent V-shaped and its end portions coiled
around the transverse rods and terminating
in fingers bearing on the backs of the thumb-
lever and clamping-tongue, and the suspend-
ing-strap extending along the back of the
base-plate to cover the central aperture
thereof and around the jaw to cushion the
same and passing through the transverse
slots to retain the clasp on the strap, all con-
structed and combined to operate substan-
tially as set forth. :

FRANCIS WILLIAM MALLETT. [r.s.]

Witnesses:

Marous MERrRITT BEEMAN,
Wirriam Warrace KiNcam.,
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