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[51] ABSTRACT 
A non-invasive system and method for inducing vibra 
tions in a selected element of the human body and de 
tecting the nature of responses for determining mechan 
ical characteristics of the element are provided. The 
method comprises the steps of: inducing multiple-fre 
quency vibrations, including below 20 KHz, in a se 
lected element of the body by use of a driver; determin 
ing parameters of the vibration exerted on the body by 
the driver; sensing variations of a dimension of the ele 
ment of the body over time, including in response to the 
driver; correlating the variations with frequency com 
ponents of operation of the driver below 20 KHz to 
determine corresponding frequency components of the 
variations; resolving the frequency components into 
components of vibration mode shape; and determining 
the mechanical characteristics of the element on the 
basis of the parameters of vibration exerted by the 
driver and of the components of vibration mode shape. 

54 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 
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NON-INVASIVE DETERMINATION OF 
IHECI-IANICAL CHARACTERISTICS IN THE 

BODY 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets I: ] appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue speci?ca 
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made 
by reissue. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to non-invasive, small-pertur 
bation measurements of macroscopic mechanical prop 
erties of organs and blood vessels to evaluate tissue 
pathology and body function. 

Pathological changes in tissues are often correlated 
with changes in the mechanical properties of density, 
elasticity and damping. While microscopic mechanical 
changes have sometimes been correlated with ultra 
sound wavelengths and frequencies, many important 
mechanical changes are manifested most clearly on a 
large scale at low frequencies down to zero. For these, 
manual palpation remains almost the sole diagnostic 
tool. A great deal of effort has been expended in the 
area of blood pressure measurement, but not by analyz 
ing small-perturbation mechanical properties of the 
pressurized vessel. 

Arterial blood pressure measurement methods are 
commonly either invasive (catheterization or cannula 
tion) or else disruptive mechanical perturbations, typi 
cally causing temporary occlusion of blood ?ow, e.g. 
by a sphygmomanometer cuff. Pulmonary arterial pres 
sure is so inaccessible that it is seldom measured. The 
trauma of entering any artery is an obvious disadvan 
tage. Most occlusive methods are only capable of sam 
pling the systolic and diastolic extremes of the blood 
pressure waveform. Occlusive methods cannot be used 
for extended monitoring because of the interruption of 
circulation. 

Recent less occlusive pressure monitoring methods 
include those described by Aaslid and Brubkak, Circu 
lation, Vol. 4, No. 4 (ultrasound doppler monitors bra 
chial artery flow while a servoed cuff maintains fixed, 
reduced flow) and Yamakoshi et al, "Indirect Measure 
ment of Instantaneous Arterial Blood Pressure in the 
Human Finger by the Vascular Unloading Technique”, 
IEEE Trans. on Biomedical Eng, Vol. BME-27, No. 3, 
March 1980 (a similar system optically monitors capil 
lary blood volume in the ?nger while a servoed cull‘ 
maintains a constant optical reading). 

Non-invasive blood pressure monitoring approaches 
suggested in prior art are described by Jeff Raines, 
Diagnosis and Analysis of Arteriosclerosis in the Lower 
Limbs, PhD. Thesis, M.I.T., Sept. 1972 (using a low 
pressure cuff surrounding a limb to monitor the chang 
ing cross-section as enclosed arteries pulsate in diame 
ter) and by D. K. Shelton and R. M. Olson, “A Nonde 
structive Technique To Measure Pulmonary Artery 
Diameter And Its Pulsatile Variations", J. Appl. 
Physiol, Vol. 33, No. 4, Oct. 1972 (using an ultrasound 
transducer in the esophagus to track canine pulmonary 
artery diameter). The latter investigators reported ap 
proximate short-term pressure/diameter correlation, 
while Itzchalt et al, "Relationship of Pressure and Flow 
to Arterial Diameter", Investigative Radiology, May 
June, 1982, using ultrasound to track canine arterial 
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2 
diameter, found no useful longterm pressure/diameter 
correlation. 

In other areas of the human body, Kahn, U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,598,111, describes a mechanically and acousti 
cally tuned pneumatic system, useful at a single fre 
quency, for measuring the impedance of the air passages 
and tissues of human lungs to obtain a two-component 
trace (representing resistive and reactive impedance) as 
a function of time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The system uses a driver to induce vibrations below 
20 KHz into underlying body structures, including or 
gans, ?uid-tilled organs and segments of blood vessels. 
The driver includes apparatus for determining parame 
ters of the vibrational excitation applied to the patient, 
e.g. applied forces or velocities, usually both. Means are 
provided for sensing structure vibrational motions, e.g. 
ultrasound, or visual impressions of a stroboscopic dis 
play for an ocular approach. Structure dimensions may 
also be sensed. A computer-controller includes signal 
processing equipment and signal interfaces with the 
sensors. The system obtains sufficient response data 
related to differing frequencies and, in some cases, to 
di?'ering pressures, to infer data about the mechanical 
impedance of the body structure in its local surround 
ings, and utilizing that impedance data, to infer mechan 
ical parameters of the structure. These parameters may 
include such intensive tissue or fluid parameters as den 
sity, shear modulus, rate of decay of shear modulus due 
to creep, shear viscosity, and internal pressure; and may 
also include such extensive or whole-structure parame 
ters as effective vibrating mass or the stiffness of an 
artery wall. 
The computer-controller includes algorithms to infer 

physical parameters of the structure from the perfor 
mance and data of the driver and sensing apparatus. 
These algorithms include at least one of the following: 

(l) Network Algorithm, derived from linear network 
theorems, particularly the Theorem of Reciprocity, 
which proves there is a useful symmetry for vibration 
transfer from driver to structure and structure to driver. 
This algorithm can be applied where time-variation in 
internal pressure generates at least two distinguishable 
vibration response patterns at a single frequency. 

(2) Simulation Algorithm, including a mathematical 
simulation model of a structure and its surrounding 
environment, and sometimes also of the coupling be 
tween the driver/sensor assembly and the structure. 
Parameters of the model are adjusted to optimize the lit 
between simulated and measured responses. The spec 
trum of data used for a simultation algorithm is derived 
at least in part from differing frequencies of driver exci 
tation. 

(3) Analytic Function Fit Algorithm, an abstracted 
simulation approach ignoring structural detail, uses 
frequency variation data to deduce mass per-unit-length 
and pressure in a cylindrical vessel, or total mass and 
the product of pressure times radius in a spherical or 
gan. 
Where a network algorithm can be applied, simula 

tion is simplified. Network analysis provides an accu 
rate model for the transfer of vibration energy between 
driver and structure, substantially independent of the 
detailed structure of the organ, the driver and interven 
ing tissues. The network analysis reveals the mechanical 
vibrational impedance of the structure in its local sur 
roundings. Impedance determinations at several fre 
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quencies are then incorporated into a simulation analy 
sis without need to model the complicated coupling 
between the driver and structure. Network results are 
frequently applied to the analytic function fit algorithm, 
avoiding the more difficult generalized simulation algo 
rithm. 
Where vessel wall stiffness mimics internal pressure, 

analysis of two different vibration modes distinguishes 
the separate effects of stiffness and ?uid pressure. 
Four embodiments of the system illustrate combina 

tions of measurements that determine the mechanical 
impedance of an organ or vessel in its local surround 
ings, permitting determinations of pressure and/or tis 
sue properties. Simpli?ed systems taking fewer mea 
surements sometimes yield useful data, while added 
measurement capabilities often yield better data. 

In one aspect of the invention for measuring systemic 
arterial blood pressure, an elongated vibration driver is 
disposed in contact with the skin, the long axis parallel 
to the artery. The vibrational velocity of the driver 
surface is measured, as is the applied vibrational force 
over a central segment of the driver. A pulsed ultra 
sound system measures the time-varying depths of the 
near and far walls of the artery segment under test, 
along three cross-arterial axes in the same plane. Cir 
cuits correlate ultrasound depth variations with the 
audio driver vibration signals, to determine the ampli 
tudes and phases of vibrational velocities associated 
with the three changing diameters and center-depths. 
These multi-axis vibration correlations are resolved into 
components of vibration mode shapes. Blood pressure 
variation over time alters the response phases and am 
plitudes of these modes. These vibration response alter 
ations in turn affect the surface vibration force and 
velocity measurements. This blood-pressure-induced 
change data enables the computer, via a network algo 
rithm, to deduce arterial impedance for one or more 
mode shapes. The network algorithm is applied repeat 
edly at different frequencies, to determine the frequen 
cy-dependence of an arterial mode impedance at a sin 
gle pressure. The impedance versus frequency data 
_enter the analytic function ?t algorithm, which infers 
absolute pressure. For an individual patient, the system 
establishes a table of pressures and vibration parameters, 
all expressed as functions of arterial radius. For rapid 
computation of a pressure waveform point, the system 
interpolates from the table the reference pressure and 
vibration parameters for the currently-measured radius. 
The difference between tabulated and current vibration 
parameters reveal, via the network algorithm, the dif 
ference between tabulated pressure and actual current 
pressure. In this way, a graph of pressure is plotted as a 
function of time. 

If the artery can be excited at close range, it is possi 
ble to resolve both two- and three-lobed arterial vibra 
tion mode amplitudes and phases from the ultrasound 
data. The dual-mode data are analyzed to yield two 
pressure values, one for the two-lobe mode and one for 
the three-lobe mode. The three-lobe pressure is more 
sensitive than the two-lobe pressure to wall stiffness 
artifacts. The difference between the two computed 
pressures is therefore used to discern true fluid pressure 
and a wall stiffness parameter. 

In another aspect, the invention is con?gured primar 
ily to determine the impedance of whole vibrating or 
gans. (In the artery-pressure aspect just described, only 
a segment of a cylindrical vessel was excited. Analysis 
was based on force at the driver center and a substan 
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4 
tially two-dimensional cross-sectional response.) Ac 
cording to this aspect, the driver induces vibrations 
while its velocity and total applied force are inferred 
from driver electrical responses. An ultrasound system 
whose beam is aimed in two dimensions measures vibra 
tional velocities of the near and far walls of an organ. 
For ?uid-?lled organs, e.g. a urinary bladder, the sys 
tem determines internal pressure. The system also dis 
cerns pressure gradients in organ tissues, e.g. from 
edema. If pressure changes signi?cantly over time, e.g. 
from urine accumulation or changing tonus of the mus 
cular wall of the bladder, the system uses a network 
algorithm to compute an especially accurate organ vi 
brational impedance, leading to a correspondingly ac 
curate internal pressure. 

In the absence of pressure-change data, the system 
infers organ vibrational impedance through detailed 
simulations. Parameters of the simulated structure are 
adjusted until mathematical performance substantially 
matches actual measured data at several frequencies. 
Adjusted simulation parameters indicate corresponding 
properties of the underlying organ. Where internal pres 
sure is present, it can be inferred from simulation results. 
For organs that are not hollow, some simulation param 
eters correspond to average intensive tissue parameters 
of the organ: density, shear modulus, viscosity, and 
sometimes even frequency-variations of modulus and 
viscosity. Where changes of clinical interest affect these 
tissue parameters, this aspect has applications as a diag 
nostic tool, e.g. in instances of cirrhosis of the liver or 
cystic kidney disease. 

Still another aspect of the invention, useful for mea 
suring intraocular pressure, is similar to the last 
described aspect of the invention, except that visual 
impressions and user feedback replace ultrasound as a 
means of sensing vibrational motions in the eye. In one 
preferred embodiment, vibrations are induced from the 
driver through the lower eyelid, avoiding uncomfort 
able direct contact with the eye surface. Eyelid surface 
forces and velocities are inferred from dn'ver electrical 
responses over a wide frequency range. Resonance of 
the eyeball is measured by a combination of eyelid sur 
face responses and user feedback. The user watches a 
time-varying display, e.g. on which a horizontal line on 
a black background strobes, alternately, red and blue 
green, at points 180' out-of-phase on the vibrator ap 
plied-force sinusoid. For a computer-determined phase 
setting, the user adjusts frequency until the strobing 
lines appear to converge into a single white line, indicat 
ing synchronization of the strobe with eyeball vibra 
tions. If the lines pulsate perceptably in and out of con 
vergence with each heartbeat, the user is instructed to 
adjust the frequency to the two outer limits where con 
vergence is just barely achieved at the maximum fluctu 
ations. These settings tell the system the frequency at 
which a speci?ed vibrational phase is achieved, and 
how much that frequency varies with intraocular pres 
sure pulsations. The system also strobes a dot whose 
perceived image is split maximally when the lines are 
converged. The user adjusts driver amplitude to match 
the perceived dot spacing to a pair of reference dots, 
strobed at the zero-displacement times of the line 
flashes. This amplitude adjustment tells the system the 
excitation level needed to achieve a reference response. 
A ?nal spacing adjustment of the reference dot pair 
gives convergence of these dots at the moment of maxi 
mum pulsatile separation from convergence of the 
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strobed lines, telling the system the change in amplitude 
response due to pulsations in intraopthalmic pressure. 

Analysis of these data follows similar lines to the last 
described aspect, the content of the visual data being 
comparable to the content of the ultrasound data. The 
system infers the product of pressure times average 
ocular radius. For more accuracy and if a separate pres. 
sure determination is desired, the user measures eyeball 
radius, e.g. by looking into a mirror, observing re?ec 
tions of two lights on the sclera (white of the eye), and 
matching two cursors to the re?ections. It is noted that 
the radius-pressure product is perhaps a better indicator 
of glaucoma danger than pressure alone. 
Another aspect of the invention is suited for measur 

ing pressure in the pulmonary artery. In preferred em 
bodiments, the patient swallows a cylindrical probe, 
which is held by a cable partway down the esophagus 
to rest behind the the right pulmonary artery. 
The ends of the probe vibrate axially, driven by trans 

ducers that move against a gas volume inside the probe, 
like acoustic-suspension speaker drivers. Driver expan 
slim/contraction and output pressure vibrations are 
inferred from changes in driver electrical response. 
Acceleration sensors detect lateral vibrations at the 
center and ends of the probe. The lateral movement is 
caused by asymmetry of the probe surroundings, which 
include the spinal column just behind the probe. Driver 
response motion, pressure and lateral movement data 
are combined to simulate the excitatory ?eld geometry. 
Ultrasound transducers just above and below the ar 
tery-crossing level measure three angularly-displaced 
diameters. Time variations in the diameter data are 
analyzed to determine the amplitudes and phases of 
arterial vibration modes next to the probe. A pressure 
sensor facing the artery samples the local vibrational 
pressure field, as well as low-frequency pressure pulsa 
tions caused by the artery. This pressure sensing permits 
re?nement of the excitatory vibration field model, 
which is used to extrapolate mode-excitation strength 
over the strongly-affected length of artery. Vibration 
energy integrals over that length lead to a total energy 
model, permitting network algorithm solution and sub 
sequent analytic function ?t algorithm solution for pres 
sure. By interpreting the decay ot he diastolic pressure 
curve, the system infers pulmonary capillary pressure. 
According to another aspect of the invention, a 

method for inducing vibrations in a selected element of 
the human body and detecting the nature of responses 
for determining mechanical characteristics of the ele 
ment non-invasively, comprises the steps of: inducing 
multiple-frequency vibrations, including below 20 KHz, 
in a selected element of the body by use of a driver 
means, determining parameters of the vibration exerted 
on the body by the driver means, sensing variations of a 
dimension of the element of the body over time, includ 
ing in response to the driver means, correlating the 
variations with frequency components of operation of 
the driver means below 20 KHz to determine corre 
sponding frequency components of the variations, re 
solving the frequency components into components of 
vibration mode shape, and interpreting the parameters 
of vibration exerted by the driver means and the com 
ponents of vibration mode shape in a manner to deter 
mine the mechanical characteristics of the element. 

In preferred embodiments determination of parame 
ters of vibration exerted by the driver means includes 
determining force, or determining velocity; a mechani 
cal characteristic determined is pressure; the method 
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6 
further comprises the step of detecting change in com 
ponents of vibration mode shape due to pressure change 
of the element, change being included in determination 
of the mechanical characteristics of the element; the 
multiple-frequency vibrations are generated by chang 
ing the operation frequency of the driver means over 
time; the multiple-frequency vibrations are generated 
by operation of the driver means at multiple frequencies 
simultaneously; the body element includes a wall, and 
the method further comprises the steps of: resolving the 
components of vibration mode shape for at least two 
modes, and comparing the determined mechanical char 
acteristics of the elements respectively determined on 
the basis of the components of vibration mode shape for 
at least two modes in a manner to provide an indication 
of element wall stiffness; the method comprises sensing 
the variations of a dimension of the element of the body 
by means of ultrasound echo signals; a mechanical char 
acteristic determined is systemic arterial blood pressure 
and the body element is a segment of the arterial system; 
a mechanical characteristic determined is the mechani 
cal impedance of a body element and the body element 
is an entire organ; a mechanical characteristic deter 
mined is intraocular pressure and the body element is an 
eyeball, preferably the step of sensing variations of 
dimension comprises sensing variations of a dimension 
of the eyeball wherein the method comprises incorpo 
rating user feedback in response to visual impressions of 
a time-varying display, the visual impressions being 
representative of the response of the eyeball induced by 
the driver means; a mechanical characteristic deter 
mined is pulmonary blood pressure and the body ele 
ment is a segment of the pulmonary arterial system; in 
addition to the step of sensing variations of a dimension 
of the element, the method further comprises sensing a 
dimension of the element, the sensed dimension being 
included in determination of the mechanical character 
istics of the element, preferably the dimension of the 
element is sensed by interpreting ultrasound echo sig 
nals, and preferably the dimension of the element is 
sensed optically; and the method further comprises 
applying a known pressure to the element in a manner 
to permit calibration, preferably the method further 
comprises applying the known pressure by means of a 
pressure cuff. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will 

be understood from the following description of the 
presently preferred embodiments, and from the claims. 

' PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic perspective view of the 
system according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention for measuring systemic arterial pressure; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the vibra 

tion driver and sensors of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the vibration driver and 

sensor assembly of FIG. 2 taken along the line 3-3, 
while FIG. 3a is an enlarged side section view of one of 
the ultrasound transducer assemblies shown in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of a vibration driver assem 

bly; 
FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic representation of arterial 

vibration modes; 
FIG. 6 is a block flow diagram of the demodulation 

function; 
FIG. 7 is a block flow diagram of ultrasound data 

acquisition; 
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FIG. 8 is a representation of electronic waveform 
traces of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 is a block ?ow diagram of interfacing of com 

puter input and output data; 
FIG. 10a is a representation of the vibration drivers 

and sensors in a whole-organ measurement aspect of the 
invention viewed from above, while FIG. 10b is a side 
section view; 
FIG. 11a is an enlarged view of the ultrasound-trans 

ducer aiming system of FIG. 10 from above, while FIG. 
11b represents magnetic ?elds of FIG. 11a and FIG. 11c 
is a side section view; 
FIG. 12 is a block ?ow diagram of vibration-driver 

velocity measurement for the drivers of FIG. 10; 
FIG. 13 is a diagrammatic representation of an intra 

ocular pressure-measuring aspect of the invention; and 
FIG. 14 is a diagrammatic cutaway view of the vibra 

tion driver and sensors in a pulmonary arterial pressure 
measuring aspect of the invention. 

HARDWARE AND OPERATION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Essential Hardware 

The principal subassemblies of the invention in an 
aspect for measuring systemic arterial pressure are illus 
trated in FIG. 1. Vibration driver and sensor assembly 1 
is adapted to be af?xed to the skin of the patient, e.g. 
above left common carotid artery 40 shown in dashed 
outline. Cable 2 connects assembly 1 to computer-con 
troller 3, which includes oscilloscope display 4 for ob 
serving ultrasound depth signals. Cable 5 couples com 
puter-controller 3 to video display terminal 6, including 
keyboard 7. Cable 8 couples computer-controller 3 to 
pressure-regulating air pump 9, which is coupled in turn 
by tube 10 to in?atable pressure cull" 11. This cuff in 
cludes inset 12 on its inner surface, allowing it to ?t over 
assembly 1, around the neck. The cuff is for optional 
calibration, to verify or improve system accuracy by 
applying a known time-varying pressure perturbation, 
typically much less than diastolic pressure. The correla 
tion slope relating cuff pressure change and vibration 
determined pressure change indicates scaling accuracy. 
Oscilloscope traces 13 and 14 show ultrasound echoes 
taken from two angles across artery 40. intensi?ed seg 
ments l5 and 16 show echo regions being tracked, cor 
responding to near- and far-wall artery depths, for one 
ultrasound angle. Segments 17 and 18 show the corre 
aponding tracked depths for the other ultrasound angle. 
on the display of terminal 6, the decimal number indi 
cated by 19, eg the value 0.987 as shown, is an indica 
tion of the average of the squares of the signal trace 
slopes for echo segments l5, 16, 17 and 18. This signal 
strength indication is referenced to unity for the stron 
gest signal previously encountered, so that it can be 
used to compare current alignment of assembly 1 with 
the "best" previous ultrasound alignment. The number 
indicated by 20, e.g. the value 77 as shown, is heart rate 
per minute, derived from blood pressure pulsations and 
averaged e.g. over the ten most recent pulses. The num 
bers indicated by 21 and 22 and separated by a slash 
mark, e.g. 135/88 as shown, indicate systolic and dia 
stolic blood pressure in mm Hg, averaged e.g. over the 
ten most recent cycles. Optionally, the system can dis 
play arrhythmia count over a speci?ed time period 
ending at the present time, again derived from blood 
pressure data. Finally, trace 23, which moves from right 
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8 
to left as the trace is extended on the right, displays the 
blood pressure waveform determined by the system. 
Assembly 1 is illustrated in greater detail in FIG. 2. 

Vibrator plate 50 extends the full length of the assembly 
and includes a central elevated bridge section 51. Plate 
50 is con?gured to contact the skin surface except over 
the elevated central section. Plate segment 52 ?lls the 
gap under segment 51, except for small decoupling gaps 
at the left and right ends, to contact the skin and pro 
vide continuity to the contact area of plate 50. Segment 
52 is held substantially rigidly with respect to bridge 
section 51 of plate 50 by axial post 54 from load cell 53. 
Using a fairly still‘ semiconductor strain gauge bridge, 
e.g. as sold by Entran Devices, Inc, 10 Washington 
Ave., Fair?eld, NJ 07006, load cell 53 measures the 
axial force along post 54. Load cell 55 is similar to cell 
53 and measures axial force exerted by electronic assem 
bly 56 on post 57. Assembly 56 serves as a countermass, 
so that the combination of parts 55, 56 and 57 acts as a 
transducer for accelerations along the vertical axis com 
mon to posts 54 and 57. 

Positive and negative DC supply voltages arriving 
through cable 2 into junction box 67 drive the strain 
gauge bridge circuits in load cells 53 and 55. The two 
differential signals developed in the bridge circuits of 
cells 53 and 55 are coupled to two balanced twisted 
wire pairs in cable 2, via junction box 67. These signals 
are received and ampli?ed by differential ampli?ers in 
computer/controller 3, resulting in signals representing 
axial acceleration and force. A small fraction of the 
acceleration signal is summed with the force signal, to 
compensate for the acceleration of the inertial mass of 
plate segment 52 and post 54. This compensation is set 
so that the force reading from the vibrating assembly is 
negligible when plate 52 is in air, not contacting a load. 
Thus, the corrected reading represents force actually 
delivered to tissue in the patient over the left-to-right 
length of segment 52. The acceleration signal in com 
puter/controller 3 is integrated over the frequency band 
of vibration driver excitation, resulting in a signal that 
closely approximates velocity over that frequency 
band. Highpass ?ltering to cut off frequencies below 
about 20 Hz results in a zero-average velocity signal. 
The vibration driver consists of open-ended cylindri 

cal housings $8 and 60, containing respective internal 
driver and reaction mass assemblies 59 and 61, the hous 
ings being aflixed to the ends of plate 50. A twisted lead 
pair in cable 2 provides balanced AC excitation for 
parallel-wired assemblies 59 and 61. The excitation sig 
nal originates from a digitally-controlled sine-wave 
oscillator in computer/controller 3. In response to this 
excitation, assemblies 59 and 61 vibrate up and down 
together, exerting a reaction force via housings 58 and 
60 on plate 50. Plate 50 and instrumented segment 52 
vibrate together, substantially as a rigid body, transmit 
ting force through the contacting skin area and inducing 
vibrations-in the shape of underlying artery 40, as illus 
trated in the cross-section of FIG. 3. 
Matched ultrasound transducer assemblies 62 and 65 

lie on either side of segment 52. They are partially de 
coupled, vibrationally, from the remaining assembly by 
?exible ?at attachments, e.g. thin spring-metal strips. 
For transducer 62 these attachments are ‘numbered 63 
and 64. For transducer 65, attachment 66 is opposite 63, 
while the remaining attachment opposite 64 is obscured. 
Cable 2, via junction box 67, provides coupling of ultra 
sound electrical signals to and from assembly 1. Assem 
bly '56, besides serving as an accelerometer counter 
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mass, contains two small torroidal ultrasound imped 
ance-matching transformers (not shown), whose high 
er-impedance windings (typically) are coupled to trans 
ducers 62 and 65. Assembly 56 also contains a ?eld 
effect transistor switching circuit (not shown) that se 
lects one of the two transformer lowersimpedance 
windings (typically) for coupling to a coaxial cable in 
cable 2. A binary select signal to control the switching 
circuit arrives via an independent coaxial cable included 
in cable 2. The received ultrasound voltage signal from 
the selected disk is thus transformed to match the coax 
ial cable impedance for transmission to computer/con 
troller 3. Conversely, electrical drive pulses from com 
puter/controller 3 are transformed in the other direc 
tion for e?icient energy coupling to the selected disk. 
The DC power supply voltages used for strain gauge 

bridge excitation are also used to power the selector 
switching circuit. High frequency decoupling capaci 
tors and resistors (not shown) are included in assembly 
56, to avoid cross-coupling interference. Finally, Cable 
2 provides grounding and shielding between wire 
groups, as needed to prevent signal interference. 

Vibration plate 50 is oriented with its long axis paral 
lel to artery 40. Ultrasound assemblies 62 and 65 detect 
arterial diameter at two angles, as shown in FIG. 2 and 
in the cross-sectional perspective of FIG. 3, top. The 
sectional plane is parallel to the ultrasound plane de 
?ned by the axes of transducers 62 and 65, which in 
cludes the vertical axis common to load cells 53 and 55. 
The section in FIG. 3 is taken just to the right of load 
cells 53 and 55, along line 3-3 and dashed line 30 of 
FIG. 2, so that it cuts through segment 52 and bridge 
section 51 of plate 50. In FIG. 3, an ellipse-mode vibra 
tion in artery 40 is indicated by the solid and dashed 
elliptical contours. FIG. 3a shows a cross-section of 
ultrasound transducer assembly 65. The internal details 
of transducers 62 and 65, discussed later, are the same, 
since the two assemblies are matched. 

Basic Operation 
A preliminary description of system operation fol 

lows. In a typical application, the patient’s neck is lubri 
cated with an ultrasound transmission gel and assembly 
1 applied above a common carotid artery. Oscilloscope 
display 4 initially shows the operator two ultrasound 
echo traces, displayed one above the other, correspond 
ing to the alternating transmit-receive cycles of assem 
blies 62 and 65. Horizontal displacement across screen 4 
represents echo delay time or, equivalently, depth, 
while the vertical de?ections represent re?ected acous 
tic pressure. The ultrasound signal has been subjected to 
phase and amplitude correction to maximize depth reso 
lution, by achieving a phase-linear response pulse with 
smooth band limiting of amplitude. 
The transducer assembly is manually centered over 

the artery by matching the depths of the two echo 
' traces. The operator adjusts rotational alignment so that 
the artery axis lies, as nearly as possible, perpendicular 
to the ultrasound plane de?ned by the two ultrasound 
beam axes. (If the artery axis does not lie parallel to the 
skin surface, this causes an irreducible angle error.) This 
alignment is achieved by maximizing the amplitudes of 
the two pairs of wall echo traces while maintaining 
matched depths. 
As the operator approaches correct transducer posi 

tion and alignment, pattern recognition programs in the 
computer/controller identify the echo complexes of the 
near and far artery walls for the two displayed ultra 
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sound signals. The machine-recognizable artery echo 
identi?cation patterns are: (l) approximate depth 
matching of the two pairs of well echoes, assured by 
operator adjustments; (2) expected ranges of average 
depth and spacing for each near-far wall echo pair, 
based on typical human anatomy; and (3) pulsating echo 
spacing, resulting from pulsating artery diameter. When 
the wall echo complexes are machine-identi?ed, the 
vibration driver is activated and the computer time 
tunes the depths sampled. Specifically, the controller 
includes phase-lock loop circuitry capable of tracking 
the depth (i.e.I the ultrasound signal delay) of a rapidly 
repeated echo signal zero-crossing in a wall echo com 
plex. The computer intervenes in the phase-lock circuit 
operation to select the zero-crossing to be tracked. A 
zero-crossing is sought that has a relatively steep slope 
and whose vibrational motion is large, such that the 
product of slope times vibration response amplitude is 

More speci?cally, the vibration amplitude 
to maximize is amplitude relative to the opposite artery 
wall, so that ultimately the zero-crossing selection is for 
a pair of zero crossings with large relative motion. The 
vicinities of the selected zero-crossings are highlighted 
by oscilloscope beam intensity modulation, as illus 
trated at 15, 16, 17 and 18. 
A digital readout of average wall echo signal strength 

appears on the screen of terminal 6, to assist the opera 
tor in ?ne-tuning the alignment. The decimal fraction 
displayed (at 19) becomes 1.000 whenever response 
amplitude matches or exceeds all previous values. As 
amplitude declines, the reading indicates response 
strength as a fraction of the largest achieved. The oper 
ator thus learns the best alignment by crossing it, and 
then returns to the position of maximum signal strength. 

Ultimately, the system locks onto three pairs of wall 
depth signals, representing three angles across the ar 
tery: one for assembly 62, one for assembly 65, and the 
final pair for a transverse signal where assembly 62 
sends the pulse and assembly 65 receives the echo (or 
vice versa). Trigonometric computer operations give a 
scaling correction factor for the transverse echo, so that 
the depth sensitivities of the three depth pairs are com 
putationally matched. 

If extended monitoring is contemplated, assembly 1 is 
now affixed more permanently to the skin. The position 
is marked with ink dots on the skin, the assembly is 
removed, and the ultrasound gel is wiped off. A spe 
cially cut and marked piece of double-stick surgical 
adhesive tape is placed on the skin, aligned to the marks. 
Assembly 1 is applied to the upper adhesive surface of 
the tape, in the original position and alignment. The 
tape makes an e?icient ultrasound and audio vibration 
interface. 

If extended monitoring is not contemplated, the trans 
ducer assembly may be held in place manually. 
Once in place and operating, assembly 1 induces vi 

brations through the skin into the underlying artery. 
The surface vibration velocity is derived, over the 
driver frequency band, from the acceleration signal of 
load cell 55, as described above, while the correspond 
ing force, sampled over the known length of segment 
52, is derived from the output of load cell 53, with the 
acceleration correction described. Plate 50, including 
the gap-?lling segment 52, is of constant width in the 
middle and widens at both ends to minimize vibrational 
"end effects", so that the vibration ?eld under segment 
52 extending down through the artery depth shows 
minimal axial variation. Thus, all vibrational motions 
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below segment 52 lie nearly parallel to the ultrasound 
plane (de?ned by the axes of transducers 62 and 65). 
The ultrasound plane should lie substantially perpendic 
ular to the artery axis. Hence, for an arterial segment 
directly below driver segment 52, and whose length 
equals the length of segment 52, the vibrational energy 
coupled to and from that artery segment should corre 
spond closely to the energy coupled to and from driver 
segment 52. This symmetry permits a proper scaling of 
sensed parameters to infer blood pressure. The mea 
sured force and velocity for driver segment 52 de?ne 
the instant-by-instant energy flow through the segment. 
The ultrasound measurements through the three angu~ 
larly-displaced diameters of artery 40 suffice to de?ne 
the signi?cant vibration mode responses induced in the 
artery. Blood pressure variations alter the vibrational 
properties of the artery. The resulting changes in the 
signal measurements reveal coupling coefficients char 
acterizing the dissipative and reactive components of 
force and energy transfer between driver segment 52 
and the corresponding artery segment. Further analysis 
reveals the mechanical impedance of the artery and 
nearby coupled tissues. Frequency analysis of this arte 
rial mechanical impedance reveals blood pressure, as 
perturbed by artery wall stiffness. Analysis of two sepa 
rate vibration modes for apparent pressure reveals sepa 
rated wall stiffness pressure artifacts and true ?uid pres 
sure. 

Ultrasound Transducer Details 

Referring to FIG. 3a, housing 66 includes air space 67 
behind piezoelectric ceramic transducer disk 68, fabri 
cated e.g. of lead titanate zirconate, metallized on the 
flat surfaces and axially poled, e.g. as manufactured by 
Edo Corp., Western Division, 2645 South 300 West, 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84115. The metallizations on the 
front and back of the disk are typically coupled to the 
higher-impedance winding of one of the torroidal trans 
formers in assembly 56. Bonded to the front surface of 
disk 68 are two acoustic interface layers, 69 and 70, 
which present a graduated change in acoustic impe 
dance from the high impedance of the disk to the low 
impedance human tissues. The thickness of each layer is 
approximately i wavelength at the design center fre 
quency of the transducer. Layer 69 may consist of 
quartz, and layer 70 of acrylic plastic. The ultrasound 
transducer acoustic interface layers and electrical 
matching circuitry are constructed in a manner familiar 
to engineers in the medical ultrasound ?eld, e.g. as in 
"The Design of Broad-Band Fluid-Loaded Ultrasonic 
Transducers", IEEE Trans. on Sonics and Ultrasonics, 
Vol. SU-26, No. 6, November i979. 

Adjoining the front surface of interface layer 70 is an 
astigmatic, divergent acoustic lens. It consists of mate 
rial layers 71 and 72, with an interface between them 
that curves relatively strongly in the "ultrasound plane" 
mentioned above, i.e. the plane of the cross-sectional 
diagram being examined, and curves weakly in the 
other direction. Both layers have approximately the 
acoustic impedance of human tissue (close to the impe 
dance of water), and are made of a polymer of lower 
acoustic impedance than water, e.g. room temperature 
vulcanizing (RTV) silicone rubber, loaded with a ?ne 
powder of high acoustic impedance. The powder con 
centration is chosen to raise the low impedance of the 
polymer up to the desired tissue impedance value. 
Layer 71 is loaded with high-density powder, e.g. tung 
sten carbide, while layer 72 is loaded with low-density 
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powder, e.g. graphite. The light powder raises the 
acoustic impedance of the polymer largely by raising 
the modulus, while a lesser volume concentration of the 
heavy powder achieves the same impedance largely by 
raising the density. As a result of the differing ratios of 
modulus to density, the speed of sound is higher in the 
relatively high-modulus, low density layer 72 than in 
the relatively low-modulus, high density layer 71. The 
curvature of the interface between the layers, convex 
away from layer 72 towards layer 71, creates the de 
sired divergent acoustic lens. While the modulus/den 
sity ratios are caused to differ, giving di?ering sound 
speeds, the modulus-density products of the layers are 
matched, resulting in matched acoustic impedances and 
minimal interface re?ections. The matched impedances 
are made close to that of human tissue, to minimize 
re?ections at the lower sloping interface of layer 72 to 
the patient. 
Powder loading of uncured silicon in layers 71 and 72 

is achieved without introducing bubbles by mixing 
powder and uncured silicone and molding in a vacuum. 
Brief centrifuging settles the mixture into the mold and 
collapses large voids, but is not extended long enough 
to settle the ?ne particles. Upon restoration of atmo 
spheric pressure, remaining vacuum-?lled voids col 
lapse, leaving a bubble-free mixture. Housing 66 is part 
of the mold, and is porous to allow air curing of the 
contents. After layers 71 and 72 are fabricated and 
cured, the surface of housing 66 is sealed by impregna 
tion with a polymer resin. 
The divergent lenses in the transducers allow the 

ultrasound system to tolerate differing depths of arteries 
in various patients. Due to the astigmatic design and 
low divergence outside the ultrasound plane, the system 
is relatively sensitive to misalignment whereby the ul~ 
trasound plane fails to cut perpendicular to the artery 
axis. 

The ultrasound system is not intended for point-by 
point imaging. Instead, the system primarily “sees” 
surfaces of discontinuity in acoustic impedance in the 
regions where those surfaces lies approximately tangent 
to the spreading wavefronts from the ultrasound assem 
bly. Thus, the ultrasound system "sees" near and far 
artery wall depths, averaged over a signi?cant wall 
surface area. This spatial averaging sensitiv 
ity to roughness and irregularity of the artery walls. 
The design also avoids ultrasound “hot spots” where 
the beam might otherwise expose a small area of tissue 
for prolonged periods at relatively high intensity. Ap 
parent ultrasound-measured diameters are slightly dis 
torted by arterial wall curvature, since effective echo 
averaging extends over a ?nite angle of curvature. 
Computer algorithms correct for this distortion as nec 
essary. 

Vibration Driver Details 

FIG. 4 illustrates the internal construction of housing 
60 and driver/mass assembly 61. Housing 58 and dri 
ver/mass assembly 59 are the same. The circular surface 
61, visible in FIG. 2, in FIG. 4 is seen as the top surface 
of an inverted cup-shaped magnetic pole piece, viewed 
now in cross-section. This cup consists of annealed 
transformer-grade silicon steel. Inside cup 61 is perma 
nent magnet 82, which may be a rare-earth cobalt mag 
net consisting, e.g. of material Crucore l8 from Colt 
Industries, Crucible Magnetics Division, Route #2, 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701. The polarization of magnet 
82 is axial. An electric current in winding 83 will either 
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reinforce or oppose the permanent ?eld, depending on 
polarities. A similar electrically-variable magnetic ?eld 
source is set up by silicon steel cup 81, permanent mag 
net 85 and winding 86. These two magnetic sources are 
spaced by rigid post 87, of non-ferromagnetic material. 
Silicon steel washer 88 sits in the gap between the two 
magnetic ?eld sources. The north-south polarizations of 
magnets 82 and 85 are parallel and matched, so that the 
magnetic ?ux primarily follows a donut-shaped path. 
The dominant flux path can be traced from magnet 82 
down, through an air gap, into the inner area of washer 
88, through a second air gap into magnet 85, down into 
cup 84, up from the “rim" of cup 84, across an air gap 
to the outer area of washer 88, up through an air gap to 
the "rim” of cup 61, and ?nally full circuit back into the 
top of magnet 82. 
When washer 88 is centered and no current flows 

through the windings, the magnetic forces on washer 88 
substantially balance. Coils 83 and 86 are wound and 
connected so that an electrical signal that strengthens 
the ?elds crossing the upper air gap will correspond 
ingly weaken the ?elds crossing the lower air gap. This 
will unbalance the attractive forces, creating a net axial 
force between washer 88 and the driver/mass assembly. 
The axial position of washer 88 relative to the dri 

vet/mass assembly is restored by silicone rubber o-rings 
89 and 90. The o~rings rest in grooves in windings 83 
and 86, with the outer walls of the grooves being the 
inner surfaces of cups 61 and 84. The windings are 
resin-impregnated and cured for dimensional stability. 
The o-rings contact washer 88 only at a circularly 
arrayed set of teeth or ridges, illustrated landing in the 
cross-section of the diagram at 91 and 92. The contact 
areas of the teeth are curved to follow the round surface 
of the o-ring, to provide a radial centering force for the 
washer. The tooth area is chosen to provide the desired 
restoring force on the washer, enough to overcome the 
destabilizing in?uence of the magnetic ?eld and achieve 
resonance with the inertial load at a desired frequency. 
When shocked, the washer can contact the entire cir 
cumference of an o-ring, which cushions impact force. 
Open cylindrical housing 60, as seen in this detailed 

drawing, is split and includes separable lower and upper 
sections 93 and 93'. The sections are bonded together to 
capture washer 88, and the lower end of section 93 is 
bonded to plate 50. Housing sections 93 and 93' are 
non-ferromagnetic to avoid diverting flux from the axial 
gaps. The dashed line at 94 indicates an optional ?exible 
diaphragm to bridge the top of the gap between 60 and 
61 and keep dust and especially ferrous particles away 
from the magnetic gaps. 
The leakage flux from the driver/mass assembly will 

be a steady dipole ?eld and, primarily, a quadrupole AC 
signal ?eld. The AC component of the ?eld travels 
radially in the washer and splits roughly symmetrically 
to travel up and down to cups 61 and 84. Since quadru 
pole ?elds lose strength rapidly with distance, un 

wanted AC magnetic signal couplings are Washer 88 can be made relatively thin, within minimum 

stiffness constraints, without causing magnetic satura 
tion, since only signal ?elds and not the large permanent 
polarizing ?eld pass radially through the ?at plane of 
the washer disk. For small motions, electro-mechanical 
ef?ciency is very high, with a high ratio of response 
force to input wattage determined by the relatively 
large available winding volume and the strong polariz 
ing ?elds in the gaps. The symmetry of the structure 

second-order distortion responses. Most of 
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14 
the mass of the assembly is concentrated in the moving 
element, which includes the permanent magnet, most of 
the silicon steel and the windings. This transducer is 
useful for driving high mechanical impedances and for 
minimizing the mass of one moving part by concentrat 
ing the mass in the oppositely-moving part. 

OPERATING PRINCIPLES OF A SYSTEMIC 
ARTERIAL PRESSURE EMBODIMENT 

The Fundamental Pressure-Determining Steps 
Brie?y, a preferred set of procedural steps for deter 

mining time-varying absolute systemic arterial blood 
pressure follows: 

(1) Vibrate the skin surface to excite the underlying 
artery. 

(2) Assure, by design and operational adjustment, that 
vibrational symmetry is maintained for a length of the 
arterial axis, so that energy relations along a given sur 
face length correlate with energy relations along a cor 
responding parallel length of underlying artery. 

(3) Measure the phase and amplitude of the vibra 
tional force applied along that given surface length 
paralleling the artery. 

(4) Measure the velocity whose product with the 
force measured in step (3) equals the instant-by-instant 
power transfer into the given surface length paralleling 
the artery. 

(5) By correlating ultrasound wall echo phase varia 
tions with the surface vibrational velocity signal, deter 
mine the amplitudes and phases of all signi?cantly 
excited arterial vibration modes that are pressure-sensi 
tive. 

(6) For each pressure-sensitive vibration mode, by 
measuring the observable effects of undetermined pres 
sure change at constant frequency, determine the vibra 
tional force/velocity transfer factor that symmetrically 
relates surface velocity to artery-mode force, and ar 
tery-mode velocity to surface force. 

(7) Using the result from (5), compute the arterial 
vibrational impedance for each pressure-sensitive mode. 
For a given mode, impedance variation is a strong indi 
ester of blood pressure variation. 

(8) Through repetitions of the above steps for differ 
ent frequencies, establish arterial vibrational impedance 
as a function of frequency for a reference value of blood 
pressure. Each time that pulsating blood pressure 
crosses this reference, the crossing is recognized by a 
vibration signature. 

(9) Using known general characteristics of arterial 
impedance as a function of frequency, use a function-?t 
to the above impedance-versus-frequency data at con 
stant pressure to establish the dominant low-frequency 
limit term of the impedance function. This limit term 
establishes an absolute blood pressure, with possible 
additive wall-stiffness artifacts. 

(l0) (Optional) Repeat step (9) for the same reference 
pressure and a different vibration mode, establishing a 
second value for absolute blood pressure. This value 
will differ‘ from the value of step (9) in direct proportion 
to wall stiffness. A proportion of the difference between 
these two results is substracted from the reference pres 
sure of step (9) to give baseline fluid pressure, now 
independent of wall stiffness. 

(ll) Repeating steps (1) through (9), establish a table 
of pressures and associated vibration parameters as 
functions of radius, for a ?ned frequency. With this 
table calibrated to the sensor/patient linkage, real-time 
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pressure tracking is accomplished by table lookup and 
network algorithm correction to current pressure, using 
current vibration parameters, The network algorithm 
correction is needed because pressure is typically not a 
repeatable function of artery radius. 

in deriving detailed operating algorithms, we ?rst 
concentrate on a common situation in which only one 
pressure-sensitive vibration mode is measurably excited, 
speci?cally the ellipse-mode vibration illustrated in 
FIG. 3. Where modes of higher order than the ellipse 
mode cannot be resolved, it is impossible to complete 
step 10, and consequently there is no direct way to 
measure wall stiffness artifacts. Real-time pressure may 
then be computed with an undetermined additive wall 
stiffness error. Except in patients with advanced arterio 
sclerosis, this wall-stiffness error is small. 

Pressure and Frequency Baselines 

By analogy to vision, the system gains “parallax" on 
the measured quatities, to gain “perspective” into the 
underlying mechanics, through “movement" along ei 
ther of two separate baselines. 
The ?rst baseline movement is change in blood pres 

sure. Internal pressure tends to force the artery towards 
a circular cross-section. When pressure changes, this 
alters the effective restoration of the artery towards 
circularity, which changes the amplitude and phase of 
the vibrational velocity detected in the artery. The 
effect of this vibrational change is detected, in turn, by 
the surface sensors. 

Since the change in vibrational motion of the artery 
arises from internal pressure variation, this change of 
motion may be treated as if it were a new vibration 
signal, generated within the artery and propagating 
outward to the surface sensors. We might call this incre 
mental signal the “parallax" signal, since it is revealed 
by a movement along the pressure baseline. By combin 
ing data about this parallax signal with the original data 
about driver excitation and arterial response, the system 
can compute a force/velocity transfer factor that de 
scribes the symmetric coupling of force from the driver 
‘to the artery and from the artery to the driver. The 
symmetry of this transfer factor in both directions is 
proved by the Theorem of Reciprocity. The system can 
measure both vibrator and artery-mode velocities, plus 
vibrator force. That leaves only artery-mode force as an 
unknown in the force-coupling problem. When blood 
pressure changes, the resulting parallax signal, com 
bined with the original signal, provides enough data to 
solve for the unknown force. The force/velocity trans 
fer factor falls out, followed by the actual vibrational 
impedance of the artery in its local environment. Thus, 
the combined measurements of the invention constitute 
a powerful remote impedance-measuring probe. Blood 
pressure and vibrational impedance are related by a 
simple equation. The impedance and pressure-change 
data gathered by this pressure-baseline probe are used in 
the next, frequency-baseline step, to solve for absolute 
blood pressure. 
The second baseline “movement” is change in fre 

quency of the vibrator output. Frequency change 
strongly alters the relative in?uences of inertia and 
stiffness, making it possible to discriminate between the 
two. Inertial impedance is attributed to the effect of 
vibrating tissue and blood mass, while stiffness, or re 
storing impedance, is attributed primarily to blood pres 
sure restoring the arterial cross-section to circularity. 
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A baseline not needed for pressure determination is 

organ radius. The dynamics of arterial radius-change 
with blood pressure-change reveal artery-wall elastic 
and creep properties, as well as changing tonus of arte 
rial sphincter muscles. For pressure determination 
alone, however, radius variation tends to complicate 
matters. All vibration-parameter data need accompany 
ing radius values. Ideally, a time-varying relationship 
between radius and pressure makes it possible to scan 
the data and extract both pressure and frequency base 
line variations at a constant radius. In cases where ra 
dius varies substantially repeatably as a function of pres 
sure, without creep or muscle-tone effects, self-calibrat 
ing vibrational determinations of pressure are actually 
more difficult. 
One may de?ne inertial velocity impedance as having 

a phase angle of +90‘, which leads approximately, but 
not exactly, to a linear frequency dependence. Because 
of the frequency-dependent influence of viscous shear 
forces on vibration ?eld geometry, the effective moving 
mass of a vibration mode is frequency-dependent. Extra 
mass is entrained by shear forces at low frequencies. 
Hence, inertial velocity impedance does not decline as 
fast as the ?rst power of frequency at low frequencies. 

Restoring velocity impedance has a phase angle of 
-90' and varies almost exactly as the reciprocal of 
frequency. The reciprocal relationship is substantially 
exact for blood pressure and less exact for stiffness pres 
sure, which may decline slightly at low frequencies due 
no visco-elastic creep. Since stiffness pressure is usually 
a small correction term, its gradual frequency depen 
dence can usually be ignored. Because of its reciprocal 
frequency dependence, restoring impedance dominates 
overall impedance in the low-frequency limit. Determi 
nation of a mode-shape restoring force coefficient (per 
unit length) to match arterial impedance in a low-fre 
quency limit constitutes determination of blood pres 
sure plus a possible additive wall-stiffness term. Since 
inertial and restoring impedances together determine 
net 90' impedance, determination of blood pressure 
amounts to determining and subtracting out the inertial 
impedance term from the 90' impedance data, revealing 
the pressure term. 
We define damping velocity impedance as zero-phase 

impedance. Because of the phase, this impedance is 
measured independent of inertial and stiffness imped 
ances. This does not make damping impedance irrele 
vant to separating inertial and stiffness impedances. 
Rather, changes in damping impedance are correlated 
with changes in inertial impedance, since both relate to 
common underlying changes in vibration-mode geome 
try with changing frequency. Damping impedance 
tends to increase weakly with frequency as shear 
boundary layers become thinner and shear-gradients 
correspondingly steeper, leveling off at high audio fre 
quencies as boundary layer thicknesses approach the 
pressure-containing arterial wall thickness. For the pur 
poses of this analysis, mode-shape coefficients for res 
toring-constant, velocity-damping and mass (all per 
unit-length) may be approximated to approach definite 
high- and low-frequency Though this is not rig 
orously true (e.g. compressibility effects invalidate this 
model above the audio frequency range), the approxi 
mation leads to an analytic model that is useful over a 
wide frequency range and reveals parameters of effec 
tive moving mass and total elastic restoration (from 
blood pressure plus tissue elasticity). 
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