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1. claims: 1-15

A body fluid sampling device comprising: a housing; and a
pre-tent aperture front end on the housing configured to
engage tissue; wherein the pre-tent aperture shapes a tissue
site prior to Tancing to minimize patient-to-patient tenting
differences, said front end staying in place during
penetrating member withdrawal to control tissue
decompression.

Wherein the aperture front end is movable relative to the
housing and is withdrawn from the tissue site after lancing
for fluid sample collection.

2. claims: 16-23

A method of body fluid sampling, the method comprising:
pre-tenting the tissue prior to lancing;

determining at least one of the following characteristics
based on relationship of power used by a penetrating member
driver

to tent-and-hold, or damp-and- hold: skin characteristics e.
g. hydration, possibly stratum corneum thickness using power
to Taunch the penetrating member to a given depth or given
skin; using power to retract the penetrating member from a
given depth or given skin; and using wound stabilization
characteristics to get the blood out- reorientation of
collagen fibers to keep the channel patent.
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