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6 Claims,

This invention relates to improvements. in foot-

wear and more especially to shoes and slippers
of the general type having & forepart of upper
which is stitched to a sock-lining or fexible in-

sole element all around the forepart while the

upper is free of a last, after which a last ig in-
serted preparatory {6 lasting of the redr part of
the upper and the placing thereon of the base
structure in secured relation to the upper. In
particular, the Invention provides such a shoe
or slipper which c¢an have g soft-sole and lightly
flexible forepart and a relatively stiff and stable
rear part providing adeguate and effective sup-
port for the arch and heel in use of the article,

It is an object of the invention to provide a
shoe or slipper structure having the forepart of
upper stitched to the edge of a sock lining all
around the forepart and having the raw stitched
edges of upper and sock lining concealed by a
binding strip turned over said edges and stitched
thereto in a projecting relation, simulating a welt,
a platform and heel base unit being secured
below the sock lining and upper with' the said
binding visible all around the plane of their
cleavage at the forepart of the article.

Another object is to provide a. shoe or slipper
structure having a soft-sole tread element facing
the under side of a platform element snd having
a binding strip' secured' to  the soft-sole' element
and turned over the edges of the forepart of the
platform, the stitch line of said soft-scle element
and its binding strip being drawi out of the tread
plane of the article: at its forepart;

Still anothier object is to: provide.s. soft-sole
forepart in a shoe or slipper in which the soft-
sole tread element is'secured to the forepart of a
platform element only by & binding strip- on the
soft-sole element, and’ said platform ang. soft-
sole: element both are. secured. to: & pre-stitched
forepart.of upper only by the same: said binding
strip on the soft-sole element.

A further object is to provide a pre-stitched
slip-lasted forepart: of shoe upper with a soft-
sole tread: element associated therewith, and a
platform element loosely encased between said
forepart of upper  and said soft-sole tread: ele-
ment.

It is, moreover, my purpose: and object gen-
erally to improve upon prior shoe and slipper
constructions.

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1:is a;side elevation of a shoe embodying
features of: my invention; .

Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof;

Figure 3is a/longitudinal medial cross-sectional
view on line 3-——3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view on line
44 of Figure1; )

Figure 5 is a top plan of the forepart of a mod-
ified construction.- embodymg features of my in-
vention;. :
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Flgure § is a top plan view of the platfoim and
heel unit used ifi the shoe structure of Figure 5;

Figure 7 is 4 fragmentary cross-sectional view
showing the upper, sock’ lifiifig and bmdfng strip

‘all stitehed together prior to assomatlon With a

base structure; and

Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view on' line 8—8 of
Figure 5, showing the upper structure of Figure 7
cemented to o platform and heel unit like that
of Figuye 6.

Referring to the drawmgs the embodiment of
my invention as shown in Figs, 1-4 comprises an
upper 10 whose forepart is stitched as at 12 all
around the forepart edge to a sock lining 4, or
other suitably flexible insole element, prior to in-
sertion of 4 last in the upper. The edges of the
upper and sock lining are brought together as best

.seen in Fig, 4 with.their raw edges exposed, en-

abling the stitching at 12 to be accomplished
q-ui'ckl'y and edsily just aroun'd’th‘e'forepart, leav-
ing the rear part of the sock lining free of the
upper so that a last convenierntly may be slipped
into the forepart between the unattached rear
parts of upper and sock lining, after which said
rear part of the upper may be positioned over
the rear part of the last and be regularly lasted
to the rearpart of the sock lining.

According to the invention, a platform- and
heel unit indicated generally at 16 is pre<formed
by association and seécurement together of & full
length platform element 18 and one:6r more: heel

1lift elements which may be:lift laminations 20,

22 and 24 as shown, or mdy be any other unitary
type' of heel element such 4s & solid wedge hieel
lift arranged above or below the:platform: element
18 or a unitary Cuban o other heel drrariged
under the platform element..-

In the drawings, the Heel lifts: are” pre-formed
matted fibre laminations having their marginal
edges bound with fabric-strips-26, the lift 20 ex-
tending into the shank region: of the shoe and
contributing shank curvature,” The platform ele-
ment 8 as shown, similarly is of madtted fibre
with- its'marginal edges bound 4s dt 28:

It is'a feature of the ifivention that g soft-sole
tread element 30 covers the under surface of the
platform element: 8 throughout its forepart-area,
and’ has preliminarily stitched thereto; as dt-32,
all' around. its: forepart edges a- binding: strip” 34
of fabric or other suitable fiexible material. This
stitching at 32 may be accomplished while' the
soft-sole tread element-is- free: of the platform,
the binding strip' 3¢ being laid' against’ the miar-
ginal edges of the tread element on. its-side*which
will be exposed; gnd- stitched it 4 usual' manner.

Assuming that a last has been: slipped: itite: the
pre-stitched: forepart of upper 10, and that the
rear part of the upper hasg been lasted as pre-
viously described, the platform and heel unit 16

-may’ be laid in place;. after which the soft-scﬂe
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! tread element 30, with its attached binding strip
34, 1s 1aid over the forepart of the platform and
the binding strip 34 is turned over the forepart

. of the platform element 18 so that its marginal

. edge may be superimposed upon the under side

of the pre-stitched edges of the upper and sock

lining, as best seen in Figs. 3 and 4. The binding
"strip 84 is-drawn tight to provide a smooth and---
| tight tread surface, and also to draw the stitch---:

line at 32 a little over the edges of the platform

. thereby to bring the binding strip 24 well out

! of the tread plane, A binding strip 36 next is

| lead over the exposed raw edges of the upper, :

sock lining and binding strip 34, and all are
stitched together as at 38 all around the fore-

" “part, thereby to effect securement of the plat-

form forepart and its soft-sole tread element to
the upper and sock lining with the edge binding

“ strip 36 simulating a welt-approximately in the .
" place of cleavage between the platform and the

sock lining. : . ‘
i With the above described forepart structure, no

cement or other securcment between the plat-.

form and-its tread element or between these ele~
. ments and the sock lining and upper, are re-

' _quired beyond the stitches 38. ~Obviously, how-

| ever, cement may be employed between the plat-

form and the sock lining and between the plat~
form and its soft-sole tread element. However, .

| ‘5, more flexible and generally soft and comfort-

able forepart is attained by eliminating all ce- -

. ment at the.forepart, : ‘
- The rear part of the platform and heel unit

~ may be cemented or otherwise secured-in place

- below the lasted rear part of the upper, thereby
| to provide a relatively stiff and stable shank and
. heel structure capable of providing adequate and
- effective subport for a foot in use of the shoe.
The soft-sole tread element 30 has an integral
rearwardly extending. strip 31 which effectively

__'may be cemented in facing relation to the under :
'-surfaces of the platform and heel unit. It may
__constitute the wearing surface for the heel, or

a top lift 40 may be provided as shown in dotted .
. ‘outline in Fig. 3. - - ‘ :
In the form of my invention shown in Figs. -

. 5-8, the soft-sole tread element 30 has the same

binding strip 34 stitched thereto as at 32, but
. “the binding strip 34 in this. case is turned over.
the forepart edges of the platform 18 and ce-

mented or .otherwise secured to the upper mar-
ginal surface of the platform prior o association

of the platform with the upper.. With this-con- :

struction, the platform and heel unit with the
' soft-sole tread -element 30 secured thereon may
be - completely assembled. prior - to  placing. it

. _against the upper, and the unit throughout both

forepart and rear part preferably is cemented in

| place. Also in this modification, the stitched - -
.edges of the forepart of the upper and the sock

3, lining are preferably bound as at 42 prior-to in-
sertion .of .a last in the upper and this binding

- simulates a welt above the platform all-around
the: forepart similar to- the effect in the first -

described form.- -~
-I-claim as my invention:

” 3

1. An article of footwear comprising an Upper,

~ a'sock lining, and a full length platform element,

_sai@ upper, around its forepart only, being .
‘stitched to the forepart of the sock lining, and the:

- rear part of the upper being lasted to the rear
| _part. of the sock lining, said platform ‘element
being secuired to the lasted rear part of the upper

by cement, a flexible tread element. facing the.
" full ares of “the-frorep’art‘ of ‘the platform and

(13

o~ ED e e e - b = - L e

having a fexible binding strip secured to the mar-

ginal edge of the tread element all around its

forepart, and drawn over the edge of the plat--
form and stitched to the edges of said forepart of
the upper and said sock lining,all three of said

- stitched edges being covered by a-binding strip

to simulate a welt visibly projecting at the.junc-
ture of said platform and upper. ’ .

S 2 An article of footwear comprising an uppe
and: a sock lining stitched together only around

their foreparts and having the rear part of the
upper lasted over upon and secured to the under
marginal region of the sock lining, a platform and
heel linit cemented at its rear part tosaid lasted
rear part of the upper and its sock lining; the
forepart of said platform and heel unit being

- within a flexible tread unit of which a tread sheet.

faces the under area of the fore’part of the plat-
form and a flexible binding strip secures the tread
sheet on the platform, said binding strip being se-

“eured. to the stitched-together upper and sock
" -lining approximately all around the forepart of

the article. ) ; .

3. An article of footwear comprising an upper
and -a sock lining having their edges superim-
posed upen each other and stitched together only
around the foreparts thereof and having the rear
part of the upper lasted over upon and secured:

“to the under marginal region of the sock lining,
-a platform and heel unit comprising a full length -~

platform element and a flexible tread element

 facing the full area of the forepart cf the plat-

form: element . including marginal means turned
over the forepart edges of the platform element
and secured to the upper marginal regions of the
platform element - all around its forepart, said
platform ‘and heel unit being.cemented to. the -
upper and sock.lining throughout-the full-area

_thereof, and the said- stitched-together edges of

the upper and sock lining -around the forepart
having a-covering binding strip secured thereover
and simulating a welt between the upper and
the platform and heel unit-at its forepart.

4, An article of footwear comprising an upper
and sock lining unit and a platform and-heel unit
secured ‘together by cement, said upper and sock
lining unit comprising an upper and a sock lining
having their forepart edges superimposed. upon -
each other and covered with a binding strip-and
secured by stitching passing through said edges -
and the binding sirip, the rear-part of the upper

being lasted over upon and secured to the under

marginal region of the sock lining; and said plat-
form and heel unit-comprising a full length plat-
form element and a flexible tread element facing

the full under area of the forepart of the plat- -

form element and having a marginal extension

strip turned over the edges of: the ‘platform ele-: .

ment and ‘secured to its  upper marginal region
all around the forepart, said tread element hav-
ing an integral rearward extending part facing
the under surfaces of wsaid. platform -and heel

unit. throughout approximately the -full-area of

rear part of the article. S -
5.. An article of footwear comprising. an upper

“and sock- lining -stitched together only ‘around '

their forepart edges and having the rear part of
the upper lasted over upon and secured: to the
under marginal region of the sock lining, and a
platform and heel unit-comprising a full length
platform element and a flexible ‘tread element
cradling the forepart of the platforin element,
said tread element extending over the Tull area

“of the-under surface of the forepart of the plat-

form element and having a marginal eéxtension

!
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extending over the forepart edges of the plat-
form element and stitched to said stitched-to-
gether forepart edges of the upper and sock
lining, there being a binding strip covering the
stitched-together edges of upper, sock lining and
marginal extension of tread element around the
forepart of the article and simulating a welt.

6. An article of footwear comprising an upper,
a platform and heel unit and a flexible tread ele-

ment, said tread element being suspended from 10

the forepart edges of the upper, and the forepart
of said platform and heel unit being loosely
cradled in said suspended forepart of the tread
element and being cemented at its rear part to the
upper, there being an integral rearward exten-
sion of the tread element cemented in facing rela-
tion to under surfaces of the rear part of the
platform and heel element.
ROY MALING.




