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This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in warning devices for
electric push-buttons, etc., the peculiarities
of which will be hereinafter fully described

5 and claimed.

The main objects of my invention are, first,
to safeguard the operation of a push-button,
switch, or other device having electric con-
nections; second, to warn against the use of

16 stuch an electric device yet give access to it
for emergency use ; third, to warn certain per-
sons against operating an electric device;
fourth, to provide means for changing the
warning shield hiding the electric device;

15 fifth, to provide such a warning device that
will antomatically return to its warning posi-
tion after use; and sixth, to provide a simple,
effective warning device to carry out such ob-
jects.

In the accompanying drawings on which
like reference numerals indicate correspond-
ing parts,

I'ig. 1 represents a front view of the pre-
ferred form of my warning device applied to
a push-button ;

Fig. 2 a vertical section of the same on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1, with the push-button in
partial section; :

IFig. 3 a detail view of a reversible variable
20 warning shield forming part of such a warn-
ing device; :

Fig. 4 a flat face view of a modified form
of my device as stamped from sheet metal,
with a pivoted shield forming part of such a
device;

Fig. 5 a vertical central section of the
same on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1, as bent for at-
tachment to a push-button shown in dotted
lines; and

Tig. 6 a flat view of a shield provided with
an arm and base, both integral therewith for
adjustment of said shield.

It is common practice to hang a warning
card upon a switch having electrical connec-
tions that has been opened while men are
making repairs on an electric line, or to hang
such a safety card temporarily on a push-but-
ton or similar operative electric device to
warn against operating said electric device.
Such a safety card is removed when the re-
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pairs are made or when it is permissible to
operate the electric connections.

My device provides a warning device com-
prising a shield bearing a warning or other
directions regarding the operation of the elec- s
tric device, which shield normally hides and
obstructs the operation of the electric device
until said shield is temporarily moved to give
access to the electric device. My device is
therefore always in place with regard to the 6o
operative electric device, and bears a warn-
ing or other directions, to designate persons
forbidden operation of the electric device
by them, while permitting operation by other
authorized persons. Thus my device pro- 65
vides a shield adjustably mounted opposite
a push-button, and bearing a variable warn-
Ing or directions thereon, such as “Solicitors
and peddlers not today”, “Sickness—please
do not ring”, “Please take side entrance”, or
for factory use “Danger, men working on
line”. Thus should a telegraph messenger
seek to deliver a message to a residence where
my warning device indicates there is sickness
for instance, the warning would not apply to 72
him but would authorize emergency operation
of the push-button for delivery of the mes-
sage.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 6
designates a movable shield, preferably
mounted in a frame 7 having an opening be-
hind which said shield is arranged. This
shield is movably mounted opposite sald
opening hiding the push-button 8 and
is carried by said frame in any suit- 5
able manner such as by lips 9 at the
side edges of said opening, adapted to form
retaining grooves for the shield 6 slidingly
mounted therein as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

This shield may bear any suitable warn- ¢
ing or directions as stated above. Fig. 3
shows a detail view of such a slidable shield
having on one face “Solicitors and peddlers
not today” and on the other side “Danger,
keep out.” By sliding out the shield from
its grooved connection with the frame and re-
versing it, or by substituting another shield
with suitable directions thereon, the warn-
ing is varied according to requirements.

- The said frame 7 is provided, preferably
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neat the top, \\1t] 1 a lug 10 pivotally connect-

ed to a supporting arm 11 having a base 12
\\l‘h opemngs for attachment by screws or
otherwise to the \\'111 adjacent to the push-
butten or other operative electric device that
it is desired to safeguard. When the warn-
g is not 1'(‘q|urcd the slidable shield § is
removed from its frame and exposes the push-
button 8, permitting its operation by any per-
son calling or desiring admittance to the
residence.

When a messenger boy or other aunthorized
person, such as the doctor, desires to use the
bell, the frame aund shield are raised by his
] and to the dotted position indicated 1n Fig.

2, to expose and use the push-bution. TWhen
thus raised as indieated by dash lines in Fig.
92, the lug 10 on the frame is limited in its
upward movement by a stop 14, so that when
released by the hand of the operator, the
frame and shicld will drop back by gravity
or otherwise to their \'e}_‘ti al position
shown in Fig. 2. The lag 10 preferably has
an extension 15 adapted to engage the under-
side of the supporting arm, or otherwise limit
the (10\"1":11‘(] movement of the shield and
frame after being raised as indicated in Fi;z‘.
2. This extension when engaged prevents
the frame and shield from swinging against
the push-butten, and holds it in the vertical
position shown,

In Fig. 4 T have shown a simpler form of
frame and shield with a supporting arm 117
integrally connected with the frame and
adapted to be hent at the davh lines 15 and
16 to Tacilitate attachment of the b‘wn por-
tion 12" permanently to the wall near the
push-button indieated by da<h lines in J<1<
5. The frame is thus readily stamped out of
in plate or other ﬂ""lb‘p 11:11(“"13_1 and bent
as indieated in Fig. 5 =0 that the resilience of
the gpring metal will allow the manual rais-
g of the frame 77, as described for the pre-
ferred form in Fig. 2. The resilience of the
arm causes it to return to its normal position
after being raised to allow emergency opera-
tion of the push-button. JIn 1he form shown
in Figs. 4 and 5, the shield 67 is m\o ted on-
posite an (‘.)c.mm in the 1‘ﬂame so 1t may be
swung to one side upside down as indieafed
in Fig. 5,0 mevely swinging frame Tupward-
ly is sufficient to expose the push hutton. In
both forms, the removal of the shield from
i 10 ()po 1‘.111 dhes away with the warning of

shield and gives 1)01'1‘11< ion to any one

10 mw ate the push -butt mu
In TFig. 6 T show a simpler form of shield
1)1()‘\'1@0(1 with an arm 11a integral therewith
and a hase 12¢ for the arm when bent ag indi-
cated in Fig. 4, or otherwise hent fo hring
the shield in vertical ]*0&141.011 opposite the
push-button, vet allow it to be raised
previonsly deseribed.  The base is preferably
[ ovided with the same horns 16 and curve
17 corresponding to the body of the push-
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button behind which it is secured as shown
in Fig. 2 for better security in mounting my
dowcc in position on the wall. Any of the
warning directions above mentioned may be
palnted, stamped or otherwise applied to the
shield portion in this simplified form of my
warning device.

T do not limit myseli to the construction
herein shown and described to illustrate my
device and operation, except by the follow-
ing claims,

I claim:

A warning device comprising a movabhle
shield provided with a supporting arm that
is adapted for permanent attachment to an
operative electric device, said shield normal-
ly hiding the electric deviee and adapted to
be moved. to e expose said device for operation
and to return to its normal position auto-
matically, substantially as described.

2. A warning device comprising a frame,

a movable shield mounted en said frame and
adapted normally to hide an operative elec-
tric device, and an arm pivotally connected
to the frame and permanently located as a
support for the shield and frame, and the
frame heing mannally movable on its pivot
and limited in such movement by a stop so as
to return automatically to its normal position
after manual operation, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. A warning device comprising a vertical-
ly disposed frame having a lug near the top
for pivotal mounting, a supporting arm piv-
otally connected to said lug and having a
base adapted for permanent mounting iear
an operative electric device, and a shield bear-
ing a warning and carried by said- frame and
normally closing an ovening therein opposite
the operative electric dow(o saic frame be-
ing movable to expose the electric device and
allow authorized operation thereof, substan-
tinl v as described.

4. A warning device comprising a frame
having an extension,’a movable shield mount-
ed on sald frame and adapted normally to
hide an operative electric device, and a sup-
porting arm pivotally eennected to the frame
and eangaged by said extension in normally
vertical position of the frame—said arm be-
ing adapted for permanent mounting ad-
}‘vceat to the operative electric device.

5. The combmation with a push-button of
a warning device comprising a shield nor-
mally ver thdHV disposed in- front of said
push-button and provided with a supporting
arm and bagse~—said bhase having a (:ur\'ea
end and horns at each side corresponding to
the contour of said push-button and per-
manentlv fastened adjacent thereto, and said
shield being movable from its normal posi-
tion to allow operation ')'i" said push-hutton.

In testimony whereot I have aflixed my
signature.
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