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center fire ammunition. Here, a short casing 
6 is provided with a primer composition fT in 

cluding a heavy metal salt of nitroamino 
guanidine held between the top of the casing and 
an anvil 8. When such a cap is incorporated 
in the ammunition shell, the firing pin of the 
weapon causes the primer charge to fire by pinch 
ing it between the casing and the anvill and so 
ignites the propellant charge in the ammunition 
shell in the usual manner. 

In Fig. 8, the primer composition of the pres 
ent invention is shown at 9 and located between 
the folded periphery of casing 20 in rim fire 
ammunition. In this case, the firing pin of the 
weapon fires the primer composition by pinch 
ing it between the folded rim of the shell itself, 
thus igniting the propellant charge 2 as usual. 

In all of the above cases, it is understood that 
the initiator, ignition or primary charge shall 
include a heavy metal salt of nitroamino 
guanidine, those of lead, copper and barium 
being preferred in the Order listed. Mixtures of 
these compositions may be used. Such a com 
position may be used for any purpose for which 
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mercury fulminate or any other primary 
detonant is useful. 
In the claims, where the initiator charge is 

referred to, it is intended to include also an 
ignition and/or primary charge as above de 
scribed, as these types of charges are considered 
to be the equivalent for patent purposes. 
While the invention has been shown and de 

scribed with particular reference to specific em 
bodiments, it is to be understood that it is not 
to be limited thereto but is to be construed 
broadly and restricted solely by the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An initiator charge for detonating purposes 

including a heavy metal Salt of nitroamino 
guanidine. 

2. An initiator charge for detonating purposes 
including lead nitroaminoguanidine, 

3. An initiator charge for detonating purposes 
including copper nitroaminoguanidine. 

4. An initiator charge for detonating purpose 
including barium nitroaminoguanidine. 
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