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1. 
My invention relates to packaging devices and 

particularly to a device for enclosing one or more 
articles such, for example, as a plurality of nested 
paper plates, dishes, or other items in a sheet of 
Wrapping material. 

Paper plates or dishes adapted to hold food 
must be kept clean until they are put in use and, 
therefore, it is customary to merchandise a num 
er of these plates nested together and complete 

ly enclosed in a transparent wrapper, such as 
cellophane, These plates or dishes must be sold 
at a comparatively low price and, accordingly, 
any saving which can be effected either in the 
manufacture or the packaging thereof is very 
important, The cost of wrapping such plates or 
dishes entirely by hand is comparatively high, 
and the principal object of my invention is to 
provide a machine by means of which such 
plates, or other articles, may be completely en 
closed and sealed in a suitable wrapper, or, par 
tially enclosed, and thereafter completely en 
closed and sealed by an operator. 

if accomplish this object by means of the novel 
combination of elements described below and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing in 
Which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation view of my device; 
Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, side elevation show 

ing Sone of the mechanism as viewed from the 
side opposite the side shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a rear view of the machine; the rear 
end of the machine being at the right, as viewed 
in Figs, 1 and 2; 

Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 are fragmentary views of 
the raachine illustrating the action of the pack 
aging mechanism; 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged section of Fig. 1 in the 
plane 9-9., - 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary Side elevation of the 
machine illustrating the application thereto of 
gathering arrns for arranging and flattening the 
wrapping material after it has been pushed up 
wardly around the articles to be wrapped and 
before the sealing plunger descends; and 

Fig. 11 is a side elevation view of the parts 
shown in Fig. 10, 

Referring to the drawings 
My device comprises a frame which carries 

all of the imechanism. Supported on the frame 
by means of a bracket 2 is a vertically-disposed, 

tubular element 3 which may be threaded at 
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the top, as shown at 4 in Figs. 7 and 8, to support 
an outer form ; thereon, although it is to be 
understood that the form 5 may be secured to 

2 
the element 3 by any other suitable means. 
Where the plates, dishes or other articles to be 
Wrapped are circular, the form 5 is cylindrical 
and has a cylindrical recess 6 in the top thereof 
adapted to receive the nested plates 7 (see Fig. 
5). In the bottom of the recess is an inner for, 
comprising a raised portion 8 over which the 
lowermost dish in the nest is adapted to fit, and 
which is adapted to prevent crushing of the 
plates When pressure is applied to the top there 
of. The Outer peripheral edge at the top of the 
Outer form is rounded, as shown at 9. 

Slidably mounted on the tubular element 3 is 
a sleeve carrying a circular flange at the 
top thereof which is preferably of about the same 
diameter as the outside of form 5. Secured to 
the flange it by means of bolts f2 is a plurality 
of vertically-extending, equicircumferentially 
Spaced, flexible straps 3 having loops 4 in the 
upper ends thereof through which an inherently 
contractible element, here shown as an annular, 
helical spring 5, extends. As shown in Fig. 
5, the Spring 5 is in the expanded condition; it 
is partially contracted in Fig. 6; and further 
contracted in Figs. 1, 2, 7 and 8. 

It Will be apparent by reference particularly 
to FigS. 5, 6, 7 and 8 that, when the straps 3 are 
pulled downwardly, as shown in Fig. 5, the spring 
f5 will be fully expanded and will lie on top of 
the form 5 around the entrance to the recess 6. 
However, when the downward pull on the straps 
3 is relieved by sliding the fiange f l of sleeve G 
upwardly on the tubular element 3, the spring 
5 will contract, as shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 8, and 

pull the Straps radially inwardly towards the 
axis of the form. 
Thus, it Will be apparent that, if a sheet of 

Wrapping material S, such as cellophane, is 
laid over the top of the form, as shown in Fig. 5, 
and the nested plates 7 are then pushed down 
into the recess 6 with the cellophane therebe 
tWeen, the upper edge of the recess will engage 
the marginal portions of the sheet 6 around 
the edges of the nested plates 7 and turn these 
portions of the sheet upwardly, as shown at 7 
in Fig. 6. If the sleeve 0 carrying flange , 
which is slidably mounted on the tubular ele 
ment 3, is then raised, as shown in Figs. 6 and 
7, the loops 4 on the upper ends of the straps 
3 Will function as fingers and, together with the 
portions of the Spring between the loops 4, serve 
to push the upturned portions 7 of the sheet 6 
inWardly over the bottom of the topmost plate in 
the nest, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7. 
In order completely to enclose the nested plates 
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in sheet 6, a plunger 8, which is preferably 
heated by an electrical, resistance heating element 
(not shown), is mounted on the piston rod 9 (see 
Figs. 1 and 4) of a compressed air cylinder 20 
Which is to be understood as having a piston 
therein which can be moved up and down by 
compressed air acting on the bottom and top 
thereof, respectively. The application of heat and 
pressure to the upturned portions of the sheet 
6 folds these portions together against the bot 
tom of the topmost plate, as shown in Fig. 8, and, 
if cellophane is employed as a Wrapper, the down 
pressed portions of the wrapper will adhere to 
gether so that the plates Will be completely en 
closed in the Wrapper. 

Referring now more particularly to Figs. 1, 2 
and 4 of the drawings, it will be apparent that the 
sleeve , which is slidably mounted on the tube 
3, is adjustably connected to the piston rod 2 
of a compressed air cylinder 24 by means of the 
bolt 22 and nuts 23. The piston rod 2 is to be 
understood as connected to a piston (not shown) 
in the compressed air cylinder 24 so that by ad 
mitting air into the upper part of the cylinder 24 
above the piston therein, the piston and piston 
rod 2 will be forced downwardly thus pulling 
the straps 3 downwardly and pulling the Spring 
f5 into expanded position. Compressed air is 
admitted to and exhausted from the cylinder 24 
above the piston through the pipe 25; and is 
admitted to and exhausted from the cylinder 28 
below the piston through the pipe 26. 
The compressed air cylinder 20 from which the 

plungel' 3 depends is supported on the frame by 
means of the blacket members 27 and 28 and 
air is admitted to and exhausted from the top of 
the cylinder 20 above the piston therein through 
the pipe 29; and is admitted to and exhausted 
from the bottom of the cylinder 20 below the 
piston through the pipe 30. 
Supported in bearings 3 and 32 on the top of 

the frame is a transversely-extending shaft 33 
carrying a roll 34 of wrapping material, such as 
Cellophane. The Web 35 of wrapping material is 
carried betwen the pinch of rolls 36 and 37 and 
through a shear, represented generally at 38, One 
blade of Which is pivotally connected to a Stand 
ard on the frame at 39 so that the cutting edge 
may move upwardly and downwardly to sever a 
sheet 6 of the proper size for wrapping the plates i 
from the nain Web 35 of wrapping material. 

In Order to feed the Wrapping material to the 
Wrapping mechanism, the roll 3 has a bevel gear 
40 mounted on the end of the shaft thereof which 
meshes With a bevel gear 4 mounted on a shaft 
42. Rotatably mounted on the shaft 42 is a spur 
gear 43 having, in the end 44 thereof, an internal 
ratchet gear 45 (see Fig. 9). A pawl 46 which 
is slidably mounted in the slot 47 in shaft 42 is 
normally held in engagement with the teeth of 
the ratchet gear 45 by means of a spring 48. 
Thus, it will be apparent that, when the spur 
gear 43 is turned in the direction of the arrow, 
shown in Fig. 9, the shaft 42, the gears 40 and 
4, and the roll 37 will be turned, and the web 
35 of wrapping material will be drawn from the 
roll 34. However, when the spur gear 43 is turned 
in the opposite direction to the arrow shown in 
Fig. 9, the pawl 46 will merely slip past the teeth 
of the ratchet gear 45 and neither shaft 42, gears 
40 and 4, nor roll 37 will be turned. 
In order to operate the mechanism, a motor 49, 

controlled by a foot switch 49' placed in any con 
Venient location, is provided which drives the 
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pulley 50 on the speed reducing mechanism 5 75 

4 
(see Fig. 4) through a V belt 52; and the main 
drive shaft 53 of the device is driven through the 
Speed reducing mechanism St. Mounted on the 
shaft 53 are cams 54, 55, 56, 57 and 58 which 
cooperate with followers and levers, described be 
low, to actuate the various elements of the ma 
chine. 
Thus, the spur gear 43, which actuates the web 

feeding mechanism, is driven by the rack 59 (see 
Fig. 4) which cooperates therewith. The lack 53 
slides in a guide 60, which holds it in mesh with 
the gear 43, and is moved downwardly by means 
of the rod 6 (see Figs. 1 and 4) connected to the 
lever 62 which is pivoted to the frame at 63 and 
carries the followel roller G4 normally held in 
contact with the cam 54 by means of the Spring 
65. The spring 65 also functions to return the 
lack 59 to its raised position after the roller 64 
passes the raised dwell of cam 54. The length of 
the sheet of Wrapping material which is pushed 
Over the wrapping mechanism is governed by the 
length of travel of the rack 59 which, in turn, is 
controlled by the shape of the cam 54. 
After the rack 59 completes its downward 

Stroke, the rocker arm 66, which is pivoted to the 
frame at 6, is pushed forward by the action of 
the can 56 on the roller followel 68 (see FigS. 3 
and 4). Pivoted at 69, to the free end of the 
curved rocker arm 66, is the rod 70 which is also 
pivoted to the movable element of the shear 33 at 

. This movement of the rocker arm 66 by cam 
56 actuates the shear 38 to cut a sheet of wrapping 
material of the pro;her length from the Web 33. 
With the sheet is of wrapping nateia Oval'. 

lying the Waipping mechai) is::1, as Silc in in 
Fig. 5, the nested plates are pushed COWin into 
form 5 carrying With thern the polion of the 
sheet 6 which lies beneath then; the marginal 
portions of the sheet & being automatically up 
turned by the inner peripheral edge of the for: 
5. The upturned portions of the wrapping sheet 
are now in position to pushed inwardly over the 
botton of the topmost plate by the contra 2tion 
of the Spring 5. 
The automatic contraction of spring 3 is ac 

complished by sliding the sleeve f (), carrying the 
fange thereon, upwardly along the tubular 
eleinent 3 and towards the botton of the forn 
S, as shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 3. This upward 
In overnent of the flange allows the straps 3 
which are attached thereto to be pulled inwardly 
Over the bottom of the topmost plate by the 
contraction of the Spring 5, and the up and 
down noveinents of the sleeve fi) aid fiange 
are controlled by a valve 72 (see Fig. 4) which, 
in turn, controls the flow of air through thc 
pipes 25 and 26 communicating with cylinder 26. 
The movements of the valve handle 3 are timed, 
and effected by the cooperation of can 58 with 
the roller foliowel 4 on lever 5 which, in turn, 
is pivoted to the frane at 6. The free end of 
the lever 5 is pivotally connected to the lever 
it at 78, and the lever T is pivotally connected 
to the valve handle 3 at 9 (see Fig S. 3 and 4). 
Can S is So Shaped and keyed to the inain 
shaft 33 that sleeve carrying fange is raised 
shortly the sheet of cellophane is cut off 
and the nested plates have been pressed into 
the form, and lowered immediately after the 
Sealing plungel 3 is raised. The time interval 
between the operation of the shear and the rais 
ing of the flange gives the operator an op 
portunity to place the plates to be wrapped is 
the form as described above. 
After the spring 5 has pushed the wrapping 

sa 89 
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material over the bottom of the topmost plate, 
the Sealing plunger 8 descends and presses and 
folds the upturned portions of the Wrapping 
Sheet shown in FigS. 6 and 7 downwardiy against 
the bottom of the nested plates, as shown in 
Fig. 8. 
The movements of the plunger 8 are con 

trolled by the admission to and exhaust from, the 
air cylinder 20, of compressed air. The fow of 
compressed air to and from the cylinder 28 
through the pipes 29 and 39 is controlled by the 
Valve 88 (see Figs. 1 and 4) having the operating 
handle or crank 3 thereon similar to the crank 
3 on valve 2. The operation of the valve 89 is 

controlled by the can 55 on main shaft 53 which 
Cooperates With a roller follower 82 rotatably 
mounted oin the lever 83 pivoted to the frame 
at 84. The free end of the lever 83 is pivoted 
to the lever 85 at 86, and the other end of the 
lever 85 is pivoted to the crank 8 at 8E. 
The Wave 2 is normally held in such a posi 

tion by the torsion spring 88 (see Fig. 4), which 
cooperates with the crank 3, that the upper 
portion of the air cylinder 24 is normally in 
communication with the Source of air supply 
through the pipe 25, thus normally holding the 
flange in its downward position and the Spring 
5 expanded. Similarly, the valve 33 is held in 
such position by the torsion spring 83 which co 
operates with the crank 8 that the lower portion 
of the air cylinder 2 is nor naily in communi 
Cation with the Source of Compressed air through 
the pipe 33, thus norinally holding the plunger 
3 in raised position. 
After the plunger 8 is elevated, or as it is 

being elevated, the Wrapped plates are ejected 
from the form 5 by means of the ejecting rod 98 
Which is pulled upWardly by tensior Spring 9 (See 
Figs, 1, 3 and 4) connected to the lever 92 which 
is pivoted to the frame at 93. The lever 92 has 
an upstanding member 33 thereon which is 
ibifurcated at the top to receive the can follower 
35 cooperating with cam 57 which normally holds 
the ejecting rod 9 in the downward position, as 
shown in Fig. 5, but allows it to rise at the proper 
time under the action of Spring 9. 

In Figs. 10 and 11, I have shown a pair of 
gathering arms 93 and 3 which may be used 
either with or without the Sealing plunger 8. 
These arms function to gather together and flat 
ten the upturned portions of the Wrapping 
sheet after these portions have been pushed into 
the position shown in Fig. 7 by the contraction of 
the Spring f 5. 
The gathering arrins may be formed by bending 

pieces of 2'' steel tubing to the shape shown at 
96 and 97 in Fig. 11 and welding hubs 98 and 99, 
respectively, thereto. The hubs 93 and 99 are 
pinned or otherwise secured to the vertical shafts 

and , respectively, which are rotatably 
mounted in vertical tubes, one of which is showil. 
at 2 in Fig. 10, and which are secured to the 
frame of the machine by braickets 3 and 34. 
Secured to the bent tubular aims 3 and 97 are 
plates 25 and 6, respectively, of rubber or 
other Suitable sheet laterial of the shape ShoW 
in Fig. 11, and one of which will lie just over 
the other when the arms are in the cipsed posir 
tion shown in solid outline in Fig. 1. The arms 
when in open position are shoi'i i: dotted out 
line at 93 and 97' in Fig.11. 

In order to Swing the arms between their open 
and closed positions, the shafts and 9 are 
provided at the bottom with intermeshing gears 
197 and fee, respectively, and a slidable driving 
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6 
rack 09 mounted in a guide to cooperates with 
the gear 08. 
The rack 09 is connected to lever , which 

is pivoted at f 2 to the frame of the machine, 
by means of a rod f 3. A cam 4 is fixed to 
the shaft 53 and cooperates with a roller follow 
er 5 mounted on the lever l; the roller be 
ing held in contact with the cam by means of 
the tension spring 6. 

In Operation, the gathering arms are normally 
held in open position by the spring 6 which 
holds the can follower against the cylindrical 
dwell T on the cam. However, the raised por. 
tion 8 on the cam is positioned to move into 
cooperation with the roller follower just after 
the Spring 5 has pushed the wrapping sheet 
Over the articles being wrapped to the position 
shown in Fig. 7. The contact of the raised por 
tion of the can with the follower f 5 pulls the 
rack to the right, as viewed in Figs. 10 and 11, 
and Swings the arms 96 and 97 into closed po 
sition. The arms contact the upstanding por 
tions f of the wrapper (see Fig. 7) just above 
the Spring 5 and gather and flatten them to 
gether, whereupon, as the roller rides off the 
raised portion of the cam, the spring 6 moves 
the rack 09 to the left and opens the arms, 
When the gathering arms are used without 

the sealing plunger f8, the operator can seal 
the pressed down portions of the wrapper by 
means Of a gunned Seal or label as Soon as the 
arms move to open position. 

It is p0SSible, of course, to wrap the articles 
Without using either the gathering arms or the 
plunger because, after the marginal portions of 
the Wrapper are pushed into the position shown 
in Fig. 7, these portions can be flattened by hand 
and a gummed Seal applied thereto to hold them 
in place. 
While I have described my invention as a plate 

wrapping machine and have illustrated it in con 
nection with a device for wrapping round plates, 
it will be obvious that the device is neither limit 
ed to the wrapping of plates nor to round or cir 
cular articles but may be used to wrap other 
articles of various shapes without departing from 
the true Scope and Spirit of my invention. 
What I claim is 
1. An article Wrapping device of the character 

described comprising means adapted to have a 
sheet of Wrapping material laid thereover and 
to Support the articles to be wrapped in said 
sheet when said articles are positioned on said 
Supporting means with said sheet therebetween, 
means for automatically upturning the margin 
all portions of Said sheet around said articles as 
they are placed on Said supporting means with 
Said sheet therebetween, a plurality of flexible 
bands circumferentially-spaced about said sup 
porting means, resilient means cooperating with 
Said bands for simultaneously moving the ends 
thereof radially inwardly to push the upturned 
marginal portions of Said sheet inwardly and at 
least partially over said articles, and means for 
thereafter applying pressure to said inwardly 
pushed portions to fold them downwardly over 
Said articles and enclose said articles in said 
sheet. 

2. An article wrapping device comprising a 
form adapted to have a sheet of Wrapping ma 
terial laid thereover and to support the articles 
to be wrapped in said sheet when said articles 
are positioned on said form with said sheet 
therebetween, means for automatically upturn 
ing the marginal portions of said sheet around 
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said articles as they are positioned on said form 
with said sheet therebetween, a plurality of flexi 
ble bands circumferentially-Spaced about said 
form, resilient means cooperating with Said 
bands for simultaneously moving the ends there 
of radially inwardly to push the upturned mal 
ginal portions of Said sheet inwardly and at least, 
partially over said articles, and means for there 
after applying heat and preSSure to Said inward 
ly pushed portions to fold thenin downwardly 
upon said articles and enclose said articles in 
Said sheet. 

3. An article Wrapping device comprising a 
form adapted to have a sheet of wrapping ma 
terial laid thereover and to Support the articles 
to be wrapped in said sheet when said articles 
are positioned. On Said form with Said sheet 
therebetween, means for automatically upturn 
ing the marginal portions of Said sheet around 
Said articles as they are positioned on Said form 
with said sheet therebetween, a radially and cir 
cumferentially expansible and contractible, re 
silient annulus, means for maintaining said 
annulus normally disposed in expanded condition 
around said form in laterally-Spaced relation 
thereto, means cooperating with said last men 
tioned means for effecting a contraction of said 
annulus to engage Said upturned portions of Said 
sheet around said articles and push them inward 
ly at least partially over said articles, and to ef 
fect a return of Said annulus to its normal ex 
panded condition, and means for applying pres 
sure to said marginal portions of Said sheet when 
pushed inwardly to fold them against Said alti 
cles and enclose Said articles in Said. Sheet. 

4. A plate wrapping device comprising a form. 
adapted to have a sheet of wrapping material 
laid thereover and to support a plurality of nest 
ed plates to be wrapped in Said sheet when said 
plates are positioned on said form with Said 
sheet therebetween, means for automatically up 
turning the marginal portions of Said Sheet 
around said plates as they are positioned on Said 
form with said sheet therebetween, a radially 
and circumferentially expansible and contract 
ible, resilient annulus, means for maintaining 
Said annulus coaxial with and normally disposed 
in expanded condition around said form in ladi 
ally-spaced relation thereto, means cooperating 
with said last mentioned means for effecting a 
contraction of Said annulus to engage Said up 
turned options of Said sheet around said plates 
and push them inwardly over Said plates, and to 
effect a, return of said annulus to its normal, ex 
panded condition, and means for applying heat 
and pressure to said marginal portions of Said 
sheet when pushed inwardly to fold them against 
said plates and enclose said plates therein. 

5. The structure. Set forth in claii. 3 in Which 
said annuius is a helical Spring. 

6. The structure set forth in cairn 4 in which 
said annulus is a helical Spiring. 

7. A plate wrapping device coin prising a sup 
port having a recess therein of a size and depth 
adapted closely to hold a plurality of nested 
plates to be Wrapped when laid fiat therein; 
whereby, when a sheet of material in which said 
plates are to be wrapped is laid over Said receSS 
and said plates are thereafter pushed into said 
recess, the marginal portions of said sheet will 
be upturned above the edges of said plates; a 
resilient band adapted to contract to enclose all 
area, substantially less than the surface area of 
one side of said plates and to be expanded to 
enclose an area, somewhat larger thain Said Sui'- 
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8 
face area, a plurality of flexible straps Connected 
to Said band at Spaced points, means for nor 
mally holding said straps under tension to hold 
said band in expanded condition around the 
entrance to said recess and around the marginal 
politions of Said sheet when upturned including 
means for relieving said tension to effect an in 
folding of the upturned portions of said sheet 
over said piates by the contraction of said band, 
and means for thereafter pressing Said infolded 
portions together on Said plates to enclose Said 
plates in Said sheet. 

8. A plate wrapping device corpiising a sup 
port having a recess therein of a size and depth 
adapted closely to lold a plurality of nested 
plates to be wrapped when laid flat therein; 
whereby, when a sheet of materia in which Said 
plates are to be Wrapped is laid over Said i.eceSS 
and said plates are thereafter pushed into said 
receSS, the rial giinal Ol'tions of Said sheat Will 
be upturned above the edges of said pates; a 
}'esilient band adapted to contract to enclose an 
area, Substantially less than the surface area of 
one side of said plates and to be expanded to 
encloS8 an area. Somewhat larger than said Sur 
face area, a plurality of flexible straps connected 
to Saii band at spaced points, neans for nor 
maily in olding said stras under tension to hold 
Said band in expanded condition around the en 
tirance to said recess and around the marginal 
2Ol'tions of Said sheet when upturned including 
1:23a)s fol' relieving said tension to effect an in 
folding of the upturned portions of said sheet, 
over said plates by the contraction of said band, 
and neans for thereafter applying heat, and pres 
Sure to Said infolded portions to force then to 
gether on said plates and enclose said plates in 
Said sheet. 

9. The structure set forth in claim 7 together 
With means for ejecting said plates from Said 
recess when wrapped. 

10. The structure set forth in claim 8 together 
With inseans for ejecting Said pates iron said 
l'scess when wrapped. 

11. In a plate wrapping machine, the combilha 
tion with a form having a recess thereii of a 
Size and depth adapted to receive and closely hold 
a plurality of nested plates to be wrapped, and 
to Support a sheet of wrapping material overlying 
said recess; whereby, when said plates are placed 
over Said sheet and pushed into said recess, the 
nai'ginal portions of said sheet will be upturned 

aroul ind Said plates; of an inherently contractible 
an:llus, means for normally holding said annu 
luS in non-contracted condition ailout, the en 
trance to said recess and about the marginal por 
tions of Said sheet when upturned, meals for 
l'eleasing Said holding means to effect, a pushing 
together of Said upturned portions of said sheet 
Over said plates by the contraction of said an 
nulus, aid also for returning said annulus to 
and holding it in non-contracted condition, and 
means for pressing said pushed together portions 
of Said sheet against Said plates to enclose said 
plates in said sheet. 

12. In a plate Wrapping machine, the combi 
nation. With a form having a recess therein of a 
size and depth adapted to receive and closely hold 
a plurality of nested plates to be wrapped, and 
to Support a sheet of wrapping material overly 
ing Said recess; whereby, when said plates are 
placed over said sheet and pushed into said recess, 
the inarginal portions of said sheet will be lip 
turned around Said plates; of an iiihiel'ently coin 
tractible annulus, means for normally holding 
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Said annulus in non-contracted condition about 
the entrance to said recess and about the mar 
ginal portions of said sheet when upturned, 
means for releasing said holding means to effect 
a pushing together of said upturned portions of 
Said sheet over said plates by the contraction of 
Said annulus, and also for returning Said annulus 
to and holding it in non-contracted condition, and 
means for pressing said pushed together portions 
of Said Sheet against Said plates and applying 
heat thereto to enclose said plates in said sheet. 

13. An article Wrapping device comprising a 
Support adapted to have a sheet of Wrapping ma 
terial laid thereover and to support the articles 
to be Wrapped in said sheet when said articles 
are positioned on said support with said sheet 
therebetween, means for automatically and Suc 
cessively laying sheets of Wrapping material over 
Said Support, an element Surrounding Said Sup 
port in slightly spaced relation thereto and pro 
jecting slightly above said support, whereby it is 
adapted to engage and upturn the marginal pOr 
tions of said sheet around said articles as said 
articles are laid on said support With Said sheet 
therebetween, a plurality of fingers and an an 
nular Spring cooperating therewith for pushing 
the upturned portions of said sheet at least par 
tially over Said articles, and means for thereafter 
pressing said marginal portions of said sheet 
downwardly together to enclose Said articles 
therein. 

14. An article Wrapping device comprising 
means adapted to have a sheet of Wrapping mar 
terial laid thereover and to Support the articles 
to be Wrapped in Said sheet When said articles are 
positioned on said means with said sheet there 
between, means for automatically and Successive 
ly laying sheets of Wrapping material Over Said 
Supporting means, means about Said supporting 
means and in laterally-spaced relation thereto 
adapted to engage said sheet adjacent said sup 
porting means and upturn the marginal portions 
thereof as said articles are placed on Said Sup 
porting means with said sheet therebetween, a 
plurality of fingers circumferentially - Spaced 
around said supporting means and normally in 
laterally-spaced relation thereto, resilient an 
nular means cooperating with said fingers for 
simultaneously moving them inwardly to engage 
the upturned marginal portions of said sheet 
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around said articles and push said portions in 
Wardly towards the center portion of said articles, 
and means for thereafter pressing said marginal 
portions downwardly together to enclose said ar 
ticles in Said sheet. 

15. An article Wrapping device comprising a 
Support adapted to have a sheet of Wrapping ma 
terial laid thereover and to support the articles 
to be Wrapped in Said sheet when said articles are 
positioned on said Support With said sheet there 
between, means for supporting a roll of said 
Wrapping material, means for automatically and 
Successively withdrawing material from said roll 
and laying it over said Support, means for cutting 
Said material into Wrapping Sheet size When over 
Said Support, means about said Support and in 
laterally-spaced relation thereto adapted to en 
gage Said sheet adjacent said Support and upturn 
the marginal portions thereof as said articles are 
placed on said support With said sheet there 
between, a plurality of fingers circumferentially 
spaced around said Support and normally in 
laterally-spaced relation thereto, resilient annu 
lar means cooperating With Said fingers for Sir 
multaneously inoving then in Wardly to engage 
the upturned marginal portions of Said sheet 
around said articles and push said portions in 
Wardly towards the center of said articles, and 
means for thereafter Simultaneously applying 
heat and pressure to said marginal portions to 
fold them downwardly together to enclose Said 
articles in said sheet. 

ROBERT H. ROBERTSON. 
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