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To all whom it may concern: end of the lever C is attached a cord or wire, 
Be it known that I, GEORGE C. HALE, a b, which passes over a pulley, c, and thence 

citizen of the United States, residing at Kansas joins a general cord or wire, l', designed for 
City, in the county of Jackson and State of 
Missouri, have invented certain new and use. 
ful Improvementsin Hitching-Straps, of which 
the following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings. 
My invention relates to releasing devices, 

Io and has for its object the provision of a device 
which shall be simple and durable in construc 
tion, cheap of manufacture, and, which is a 
great desideratum in this particular class of 
inventions, is efficiently and quickly operated; 
and to these ends the invention consists in the 
construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts, substantially as herein shown and de 
scribed, and more specifically pointed out in 
the claims. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, which form a part of this 
Specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved device practically applied. Fig. 2 is 
a perspective view of part of the strap por 
tion thereof. Fig. 3 is an elevation of the 
means employed for Securing the straps at one 
end. Figs. 4 and 5 are enlarged detail views 
in elevation and longitudinal section, respect 
ively, of the catch which holds the ring of the 
halter or bridle. Fig. 6 is a top plan view of 
the catch. Fig. 7 is a section of the strap on 
the line y) of Fig. 2; and Fig. 8 is a section 
of the strap portion, looking in the direction 
indicated by the arrows in Fig. 4. 

Referring to the drawings, A. designates my 
hitching-strap, consisting of two straps, a c', 
each provided with a ring at one end, the stra 
a being undetachably and the strap a? being 
detachably secured by means of a pin, b, which 
is guided and held in place by projecting lugs 
b' bl' on the face of said plate. This pin b 
has upward and downward movement, being 
operated by a lever, C, to which said pin is 
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pivoted atc. The lever C is pivoted to a plate, 
B, at c, and its vertical play is limited by the 
outwardly-projecting portion b' of plate B. 
The function of this part b is to allow the le 
ver C to lift the pin ljust far enough to clear 

to the space between the lugs b'l', and thus free 
the ring at the end of the strap a. At the 

operating a number of such devices. This 55. 
cord may be operated by hand, electricity, or 
otherwise. The strap at is of greater length 
than the strap a', thus allowing the strain to 
come entirely upon the latter, which may be 
thicker or wider, when the same is secured at 6o 
both ends. The strap a is guided and held in 
position by brackets or keepers fastened on 
strap (t, and permitting of the free action of 
the strap, as seen in Fig. 2. 
D designates the catch for the halter or 65 

bridle ring, and consists of the shell d and 
bar E, actuated by the spring d" inside of said 
shell. The catch is secured to the strap ('by 
any suitable means, preferably by rivets l', 
which pass through the plated, which is cast 7o 
with the part e, thence through the strap a? 
down through a plate, d". 
e designates a longitudinal slot for the pas 

sage of the bar E, the upper surface of which 
bears against anti-frictional rollers e. e. 

e designates the hook, between which and 
the bar F rests the halter-ring. 
The shell is secured in place by any pre 

ferred means; but I have shown lateral and 
longitudinal lugs g h for that purpose, the for 
mer transmitting screws which enter the plate 
d, and the latter passing under projections k. 
To hitch a horse in a stable, the strap is at 

tached at one end to the bridle or halter ring 
by means of the catch D, the opposite end of 85 
the strap a being secured on the pin l of the 
late B, attached to the wall of the trough or 

stall. When an alarm is struck, the same elec 
tric current which gives the alarm may be 
used to pull the cord or wirel, and by means 
of cord l lift the lever C and pin b, releasing 
the ring of the portion ( of the strap, and 
thus throwing the entire weight thereof upon 
the strap a?, which, pulling directly upon the 
bar E of the catch, frees the bridle-ring, and 95 
the horse is unhitched. 
The strap a may be kept from lateral dis 

placement upon the strap a by means of brack 
ets or keepers, as shown in Fig. 2. 

Modifications in details of construction may IOO 
be made without departing from the Spirit or 
sacrificing the advantages of my invention, 
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the essential features of which will be readily 
understood from this specification, when taken 
in connection with the drawings. 
What I claim is 
1. A compound hitching-strap consisting 

of two parts which are connected together, but 
each having independent longitudinal move 
ment, the distal end of one part being detach 
ably secured and the proximate end of the 
other part attached to a releasing-catch, where 
by the releasing of the distal end of one part 
serves to release the proximate end of the 
other part by means of the weight of the strap 
or the pull of the horse thereon, as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

2. A hitching device consisting of a strap 
composed of two parts, one of which can be 
moved longitudinally independent of the oth 
er, in combination with a releasing - pin, to 
which the distal ends of both parts are se 
cured, one detachably and the other unde 
tachably, and a catch attached to the opposite 
ends of the strap, and adapted to engage with 
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a ring and be detached therefrom by releasing 
one of the distal ends of the strap, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a hitching device, the combination of 
the strap A, composed of the parts a a, hav 
ing rings at one end, and catch D, having a 
spring-actuated bar, E, and hook e” at the 
other end, plate B, having lugs b'll'b', pin b, 
lever C, and cord or wire b, substantially as 
described. 

4. A hitching-strap composed of two parts, 
one sliding upon the other, the parts at one 
end being attached to a catch and spring 
actuated bar in said catch, respectively, and 
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the other ends being provided with rings, sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE C. HALE, 
Witnesses: - 

D. B. HUNTER 
A. WAN PATTEN. 
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