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To all whom it may concern: . ‘
. Bé it known that I, WILLIAM P. ORNE, of

' Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented certain new and

useful Improvements in Boot or Shoe String
Fastenings, of which the following is a full,
clear, 4nd exact description. : '
This invention has for its object the fasten-
ing and securing of the lacing cord or string of
a boot or shoe after it has been laced, to pre-
ventits unlacing, and in such manner that the
lacing cord or string ‘can‘be conveniently fast-
ened and unfastened; and the invention con-
sists, in eombination with a cord or string for
lacing a boot or shoe provided with a knot,
stop, or button at or near one end, of 2 hook

having atubular portion adapted to fit. over

said cord or string, and preferably to freely
slide back and forth theréon and secured from
accidental detachment therefrom, by which,
after the boot or shoe is laced, the free ends of
the lacing cord or string can be easily and-con-
veniently fastened or secured together, to pre-
ventthe accidental unlacing of thie bootorshoe,
and as easily and conveniently unfastened
when desirous of unlacing the boot or shoe, all

_substantially as hereinafter fully described.

In, theaccompanying sheet of drawings this
inventionis illustrated, Figure 1 representing
in front view a- boot as laced and having its
lacing cord or string fastened by the fastening
deviceof the presentinvention. Fig.2isafront
view of the fastening device, separate from the
boot; Figs. 3 and 4, front and edge views, re-
spectively, of the hook; Figs. 5 and 6, front

and sectional views, respectively, of the stop

or button, Figs.
enlarged. =

In the drawings, A represents a boot having
its front quarters, B C, laced by the lacing cord
or string D, passing through the eyelet-holes E

2 to 6, both inclusive, being

" . and over the hooks F, all as usual in lacing

boots or shoes, except that the ends a b of the
cord are secured and-fastened, to prevent ac-

cidental unlacing, by the fastening device G,

~ which constitutes the present invention.
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H is a hook made of wire, and of the shape
shown, and firmly secured by its end d to the
end of a short tube or sleeve, J. Through the
opening f of this tube J is passed the end ¢ of
the cord D, and a knot, g, made onsuch end to

prevent the detachment of the hook from the
cord. - Thetube J is preferably countersuik it
the end next the hook, as at %, for the disposal
of the knot g therein. : o
K is a button-or knob having a central opefi-
ing or passage, [, through it, through which is
passed the other end, b, of the cord D, and a

- knot, m, made.thereon to prevent accidental

detdachinent of the button therefrom, thie knob
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m1ying in the depression n, countersunk in the.

end of the button. ” - .

In applying thisinvention to aboot or sﬁo‘e, :
the Tacing-cord D, cut to the proper length, is-

first passed through all of the eyelet-holes E
on the boot, and then the hook H and. button
K attachedtothe cord,as described. Thelacing
of the boot is then finished about the hooksF,
and the end b of the cord, just back of thestop
or button K, is placed in the hook H through
its opening r, which fastens and secures the.
lacing-cord as the stop or button abuts against
the hook and prevents the escape of the cord
therefrom, preventing theaccidental unlacing
of the boot. To unlace the boot, slip the cord

‘out from the hook through the opening, when

the boot can be unlaced, as usual.
The opening r of the hook is preferably less
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than the diameter of the cord, which prevents -

its eseape from the hook, while the spring of
the wire of which the hook is made allows for
the easy insertion of the cord in the hook and
its removal therefrom when desirous of fasten-
ing or unfastening the lacing-cord.

The tube J, by which the hook isattached and
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secured to the cord,and thebuttoncanbemoved .

or slid along the cord, by which the length of
the cord can be adjusted for the proper lacing
of the boot and have its ends fastened, this ad-
justment.of the length of the cord being done
at the time it is applied to the boot; but it
can be done after, should the cord become
stretched from. use. , ‘

‘When the boot haslacing-hooks F, the cord
need not be longer than as shown in Fig:. 1—
that-is, sufficient for the lacing portion and the
securing of its ends from the two upper lacing-
hooks ; but, when eyelets only are used, or
eyelet-holes for the two upper lacing-hooks F,
the cord should be longer, to extend at least
once around the ankle, or more times, if de-

sired, and then fasten at the front, as shown,
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for the reason that as the hook or button can-
not pass through the eyelet-holes the cord
should be thus longer, for it,when unfastened,
to slide through the eyelet-holes for the loos-
ening of the lacing sufficient for the putting
on or taking off of the boot. The button K
can be dispensed with, and a knot, m, in the
cord only used; or any suitable stop or button
can be used and secured in any suitable man-
ner to the cord. It is preferable, however, to
use a stop attached to the cord, as it gives a
better finish.

The cord can be secured to the tubular por-
tion J of the hook H in other ways than by a
knot, g, and permanently, if desired; butitis
preferable to secure it so it can slide thereon,
for the convenient adjustment of the length of
the cord, as deseribed. .

The hook and button are made of any suita-
ble material, and the hook integral with the
tubular portion or separateand attached there-
to in any suitable manner, and it can be of any
form desired, and either open or closed in the
form of an eye; also, obviously, the tubular
portion can be shorter or longer, or of any
length desired.

Although this device is particularly shown
and described in connection with a boot, it is

applicablein connection with any article fast-
ened by a cord or string—such as a glove,
bag, &ec. .

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim is— ’

1. The combination, with a cord or string
for lacing a boot or shoe provided with a knot,
stop, or button at or near one end, of a hook,
H, having a tubular portion, J, adapted to fit
over said cord or string, and seeured from ac-
cidental detachment therefrom to engage with
said knot, stop, or button, for the purpose
specified. ] ]

2. The combination, with a cord or string
for lacing a boot or shoe provided with a stop
or button, K, having a depression, n, at or near
one end, of a hook, H, having a tubular por-
tion, J, adapted to fit over said cord orstring,
and secured from accidental detachment there-
from to engage with said stop or button, for
the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I havehereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
WM. P. ORNE.
Witnesses:
EpwIN W. BROWN,
PERCY BRYANT.
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