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A valve seated within a SMIF pod support plaform is disclosed for
activadné and deactvaring the flow of gas to a pod on the platform. In preferred
embodiments, the valve includes 2 central poppet capable of moving between a -
first, closed position where the poppet blocks the flow of gas through the valvc,.
and a second, opea position where the poppet allows gas flow through the valve.
In the absence of a pod on the support platform, pressurized gas from the gas
source downstream af the valve tna_scs the poppet into the first position to thereby
block gas flow. In this first positiom, a top portion of the poppet extznds slightly
above the upper swrface of the pod support placform. When a pod is seated on
the support platform, the wcight.o-f the pod moves the poppet from its first
position to its second position where gas is allowed to flow through the valve and

into the pod to allow purging of the pod.
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A valve seated within a SMIF pod support plaform is disclosed for
activadné and deactvaring the flow of gas to a pod on the platform. In preferred
embodiments, the valve includes 2 central poppet capable of moving between a -
first, closed position where the poppet blocks the flow of gas through the valvc,.
and a second, opea position where the poppet allows gas flow through the valve.
In the absence of a pod on the support platform, pressurized gas from the gas
source downstream af the valve tna_scs the poppet into the first position to thereby
block gas flow. In this first positiom, a top portion of the poppet extznds slightly
above the upper swrface of the pod support placform. When a pod is seated on
the support platform, the wcight.o-f the pod moves the poppet from its first
position to its second position where gas is allowed to flow through the valve and

into the pod to allow purging of the pod.
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