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- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SavurL R. Barey, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Amesbury, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shaft-Shackles
for Vehicles, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to improvements in
shaft-shackles for vehicles; and it has for its
object a device of improved and simplified
construction capable of being readily applied
to and detached from the elip.

My invention consists in the features and in
the construction and arrangement of parts
hereinafter described, and definitely pointed
out ih the claim following the deseription, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein—

Figurel isafront elevation of my improved
shaft-shackle, showing the same applied to a
thill-coupling of a vehicle-axle. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal section on the line 2 2 shown in
Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the
line 8 3 shown in Fig. 2.

Similar letters refer to similar parts wher-
ever they occur on the different parts of the
drawings.

Referring to the drawings, A indicatesone
end of a carriage thill or shaft secured in a
suitable manner to the shaft-iron B.

The shaft-iron B is provided at its inner
end with a preferably semicircular jaw b,
adapted to encompass a portion of the thill-
coupling bolt C or an elastic sleeve D, located
thereon, as shown.

The bolt Cis pivotally connected to the ears
E E of the clip E', which is secured tothe car-
riage-axle I by means of the plate ' and nuts
¢ ¢, as 1s common in devices of this kind.

To the shaft-iron jaw b is pivoted at ' a
preferably yielding metal bar &+, having pref-
erably made in one piece therewith an auxil-
iary curved spring &', adapted to be held in
contact with the elastic sleeve I or coupling-
bolt C in a manner like that shown in the

- patent granted to me December 23, 1902, No.

716,518. The free end of said bar orlever G
is adapted to.be detachably clamped or se-
cured to the shaft-iron B by means of a lock-
ing device, which is constructed, arranged,
and operated as follows:

On the under side of the shaft-iron B is
made at 5" a lateral groove or recess, or, if so
desired, a lateral perforation may be made in
said shaft-iron for the reception of a metal ring
H, the inner end of which is pivotally con-
nected to said shaft-iron, as shown.

The outer free end of the lever G is curved
at g, as shown, so as to prevent the ring H
from getting detached from the said lever G
when the said ring is swung over the end of
the lever G for holding the parts in the locked
position shown in the drawings.

If it is desired to uncouple the device, it is
only necessary to press the lever G toward the
shaft-iron to enable the ring H to be swung
from the position shown in full lines in Fig.
2 to that shown by dotted lines in said figure,
causing said lever to be released and then
swung to the open position shown by dotted
lines in Fig. 2, when the jaw & may readily be
disconnected from the thill-coupling bolt or
its yielding sleeve.

If it is desired to couple the thill to the bolt
of the axle-clip, it is only necessary to swing
the lever G from the position shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 2 to that shown in full lines in
said figure and to swing the ring H from the
position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 onto
the turned-up portion ¢ of the lever (&, as
shown in full lines in said figure, by which
said lever is caused to be held locked relative
to the thill-coupling and prevented from get-
ting loose.

In practice I prefer to provide the outer
end of the ring H with a sleeve 4, as shown;
but this may be dispensed with without de-~
parting from the essence of my invention.

What I wish to secure by Letters Patent
and claim is—

In a shaft-shackle having a clip and a re-
cessed thill-iron terminating at one extremity
in a jaw for engaging the clip, of a yieldable
pivotal bar, and a loop mounted in said recess
and adapted to inclose said bar and to move
unretarded over the outer end thereof.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL R. BAILEY.

‘Witnesses:
ALBAN ANDREN,
Arvan C. SToNe.
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