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(57) Abstract: A vehicle surrounding monitoring device comprises: a cap-
tured image acquisition unit for acquiring an image of vehicle surroundings
by an image capturing unit provided on a vehicle; an adhering matter detec-
tion unit for determining a state in which foreign matter is adhering to a lens
of the image capturing unit; a state determination unit for, when the adhering
matter detection unit determines that the foreign matter is adhering, determ-
ining a lens state in which the image recognition performance deteriorates; a
lens state recording unit for, at the end of a system, recording, in a recording
unit, the state of the matter adhering to the lens of the image capturing unit,
which has been detected by the adhering matter detection unit; and a lens
state reading unit for, at the startup of the system, reading the state of the
matter adhering to the lens of the image capturing unit, which has been recor-
ded in the recording unit. At the startup of the system, the state determination
unit determines, on the basis of the state of the matter adhering to the lens of
the image capturing unit, which has been detected by the adhering matter de-
tection unit, and the state of the matter adhering to the lens of the image cap-
turing unit, which has been read from the recording unit by the lens state
reading unit, whether or not a startup signal for starting up a cleaning device
is outputted.
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