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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs F. WARDEN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
West Boylston, in the county of Worcester 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Belt Buckles, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to an improved 

means for removably mounting an insert in 
a plate, and has for its object to provide 
an opening in the plate of a buckle ciga 
rette case, vanity case, match case, or other 
device and to removably mount in this open 
ing one or more inserts such as letters, orna 
ments or the like, and also to provide means 
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for locking the inserts in this opening 
against accidental removal therefrom. . 
A further object of this invention is the 

forming of the opening in the plate by fold 
ing the marginal stock of the opening rear 
wardly and providing means in the folded 
portion for receiving and retaining an in 
sert therein. - 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, as will be more fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. - 
In the accompanying drawings: . 
Figure 1 is a front view of my improved 

buckle showing letter inserts mounted in the 
opening in the front thereof. 

Figure 2 is a rear view of my improved 
buckle showing the stock of the opening as 
turned inwardly to form flanges adapted to 
receive the different inserts to be mounted 
therein, " .. 4 - 

Figure 3 is a central transverse section 
through the buckle illustrating the marginal 
edges of the stock of the opening as extend 
ing rearwardly and then turned to extend 
in opposite directions to form a guide or 
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support for the inserts. Figure 4 is a perspective view showing 
the inside of the lock plate with a square 
abutment shoulder formed on one end. Figure 5 is a perspective view showing 
one of the inserts in the form of a letter. 

Figure 6 is a section on line 6-6 of 
Figure 2, and showing a portion of the lock 
plate in section with one end portion as bent 
squarely down to engage the ends of the in 
sert guides and forman abutment or stop 

to limit its inward motion, the plate serv 
ing as a lock for retaining the inserts in 
the opening. 

Figure is an enlarged view showing the 
letter inserts as locked in the guideways 
by the locking plate or frame. Figure 8 is a perspective fragmental view 
illustrating one of the letters as set in the 
notches of the guideways and the lock-plate 
as entering the guideways to lock the letter 
therein. 

Figure 9 is a sectional side elevation show 
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ing the square shoulder of the lock-plate as 
forced against the guide flanges by the 
binding action of the belt-gripping acting 
through the belt upon the extending lip of 
the lock-plate. 
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It is found in the practical construction 
of belt buckles, vanity cases, cigarette cases 
and other devices, of advantage to provide 
means whereby numerals, letters or other 
characters may be inserted into an opening 
in the front or other plate thereof and to 
provide means whereby these inserts may be 
readily removed to be rearranged or re 
placed by others as desired, particularly 
where the initials of the wearer or user are 
required, it is very desirous to so construct 
the buckle or device that these initials may 
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be removed and others inserted so that a 
dealer may be required to carry but a rela 
tively small stock of devices, and by carry 
ing a comparatively large stock of the rela 
tively inexpensive letters, they may be ar 
ranged in the buckle or device to suit the 
requirements of each individual wearer or 
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user. To accomplish this in a simple and . 
practical way, without the use of solder, ap 
plicant has herein shown one device to 
which the inserts are attached which is that 
of a buckle with an opening in its front, 
the stock of the buckle about the opening 
being preferably rolled or turned inwardly 
forming opposite edges of flanges for the 
reception of the letters, and he has mounted a readily-removable lock-plate or member 00 

on these flanges, whereby the different com. 
binations of letters may be easily arranged . 
and inserted into the opening in the buckle 
as desired; and the following is a detailed 
description of one embodiment of my inven 
tion showing one means, whereby these ad vantageous results may be accomplished:- 
With reference to the drawings, 10 desig 

105 



5 

0. 

s 

20 

25 

30 

35 

to lock these lugs 
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nates the body of a buckle which is pro 
vided with the usual rearwardly extending 
side flanges 11 and is also provided with an 
'opening 12 which may beformed in any 
suitable way, but I preferably form the same 
by cutting the stock about the opening and 
rolling the marginal edges thereof rear 
wardly, as best illustrated in Figure 3, and 
then turning these edges outwardly in di 
rections opposite to each other forming op 
positely-extending marginal flanges 13. 

It is found in the practical construction 
of a buckle or other device of this character, 
of great advantage from a manufacturing 
standpoint to be able to form these flanges 
13 integral with the marginal edges of the 
opening as by so doing two advantages are 
obtained; first, the guides are provided on 
the back of the buckle without the use of 
solder as the heat for soldering necessarily, 
destroys the finish of the buckle which ren 
ders such a construction quite unsatisfac 
tory; second, the turning of this stock is a 
machine operation and therefore by employ 
ing this stock which is cut from the buckle 
the same is saved and fiot thrown away as 
scrap material. 
These guides or flanges 13 may be notched 

along their inner edges as at 14 to receive 
the edge portions of the different letters or 
inserts. These inserts when made in the 
form of letters 15 are preferably formed with 
lugs 16 extending from opposite edges there 
of to be inserted and fitted into the opposite 
notches 14 in the guide flanges and in order 

16 in these notches, I have 
formed a sliding lock plate or frame 17, the 
edges 18 of which are rolled over inwardly 
to fit and slide over the edges 19 of the 
flanges 13 so that when this plate is slid over 
these guides, its edge flanges 18 will engage 
the inner face of the lugs 16 on the letters 
and bind them against the inner face 20 of 
the front plate of the buckle body. 

It has also been found desirous to so 
form the lock plate frame or member, that 
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when it is slid into position on the guide 
flanges it will not be inadvertently removed 
therefrom. Therefore, in order to lock this 
plate or member to these guides, I have prin 
vided a square shoulder 23 in one end of the 
lip 21 on either end of this lock-plate, which 
serves a double purpose; first, upon extend 
ing down over the ends 22 of the guide. 
flanges 13 they prevent accidental endwise 
movement of this lock-plate; also by extend 
ing downwardly over the ends of these 
guides or flanges they serve to guide 
the entering end of the belt up over the 
flange ends as it is being passed into the 
body of the buckle between the flanges 11 
thereof. 
My improved construction of belt. buckle 

is very strong, durable and practical, and by 
its use any desired style of insert may be 
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readily applied to and removed from the 
buckle and securely locked therein and that 
without the use of solder in securing these 
parts to the buckle. 
The forégoing description is directed sole 

ly towards the construction illustrated, but 
I desire it to be understood that I reserve 
the privilege of resorting to all the mechani 
cal changes to which the device is suscepti 
ble, the invention being defined and limited 
only by the terms of the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. In a device having a front plate with 

an opening therein, integral rearwardly-ex 
tending flanges on the edges of Said opening 
with spaced notches therein, letters having 
lugs at top and bottom in said notches and 
in engagement with the rear surface of said 
front plate, a slide back plate for engaging 
said letters to hold them against front plate, 
and rolled over portions on one of said 
plates for slidable engagement with portions 
integral with the other of said plates where 
by said back plate may be slid into locking 
position. 

0 

5 

80 

85 

00 

2. In a device having a front plate with 
an opening therein, integral rearwardly 
folded portions on the opposite edges of 
said opening extending back over said plate 
and spaced therefrom and having spaced 
notches therein, character designating mem 
bers having lugs to set in said notches and 
engage the back of said plate, and a member. having portions to wedge between the lugs, 
and the said folded back portion to force 
said lugs against said plate to hold said 
member in position. 

3. A device having a plate with an open 
ing therein, rearwardly-extending opposite 
ly turned notched marginal flanges about 
said opening, a removable insert having 
parts extending into the notches in said 
flanges, a locking member slidable over the 
oppositely turned portions of said flanges 
to engage and retain said insertin set position 
therein, and means for retaining said lock 
ing member in operating position on said 
flanges. 
4.A device having a plate with an open 

ing therein, rearwardly-folded integral edge 
portions oppositely turned and spaced from 
said plate and provided with spaced notches 
in said flanges, a removable character desig 
nating insert having extensions projecting 
into said notches, and a locking member hav 
ing grooved edges to embrace said flanges 
and engage and retain said inserts in posi 
tion. 

5. A device having a plate with an open 
ing therein, marginal flanges about said 
opening extending back over said plate and 
having notches therein, a removable charac 
ter designating insert having parts extend 
ing into said notches, and a locking member 
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having rolled-in edges to slidably engage is0 
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said flanges and portions of said insert to 
hold the insert in position and an abutment 
at one end of said member to limit its slid 
ing movement. 

6. A buckle having a body portion, a 
clamping gripper piyotally mounted in said 
body, said body having an opening therein, 
oppositely-turned notched marginal flanges 
about said opening, a removable insert hav 

s 

ing parts extending into said notches, a 10 
locking member slidable over said flanges to 
retain said insert in set position therein, 
said member having a lip against which the 
gripper binds the belt in the buckle and 
having an abutment for limiting its enter- 5 
ing movement on said flanges. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

CHARLES F. WARDEN. 


