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This invention relates to markers, and more
particularly to a device for indicating a burial
place.

Massive heavy markers of marble, granite,
metal or other heavy material have been in use
for g long time and have involved serious prob-
lems in production, transportation, erection,
support and maintenance and have involved
an expense that has often placed an unneces-
sarily heavy burden on those providing such
markers and monuments.

The present invention contemplates the pro-
vision of a satisfactory and durable marker for
designating a- burial place which will avoid or
greatly reduce the problems heretofore encoun-
tered.

It is therefore an object of the invention to
provide ah improved marker which is light in
weight to reduce transportation and handling
costs, is relatively inexpensive to manufacture,
is simple to erect so that it will be permanently
supported in the position in which installed and
which is attractive in appearance, durable and
weather resistant.

A further object resides in the provision of an
improved grave marker or monument provided
with a face for a suitable inscription and which
will satisfactorily and with solemn dignity per-
form the function desired.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a marker which is susceptible of pre-
fabrication at a place of manufacture and which
can be shipped unassembled to a place of use,
and erected on location.

Another and important object of the invention
is to provide a marker or memorial susceptible
of use by people in all walks of life, and within
the financial possibilities of all, so that the last
resting place of the loved ones need not go un-
marked on account of expense entailed.

It is also an object of the invention to pro-
vide a marker susceptible of being produced of
ferrous or non-ferrous metals and for which a
satisfactory foundation or support may be pro-
vided in a wide variety of substances and de-
signs,

Further objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following desecrip~-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a memorial de-
vice or grave marker illustrative of the inven-
tion; .

Fig. 2, a longitudinal, vertical, section on a
larger scale. ‘ .

According to the present invention and as
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shown in the drawings, an excavation is made
at the grave site and a base or foundation of con-
crete is made in the excavation with its bottom
below the frost line at that particular locality.
Upon this concrete base the memorial marker
is erected. : :

A drain pipe 18 held firmly in position by suit-
able material such as concrete mix poured into
suitable forms which may be made of sheet metal

or formed in the earth, providing a concrete

foundation, as indicated at {0 in.Fig. 2, having a
rectangular upper portion 20 from the lower
end of which a pier 21 extends downwardly into
the earth.

Before the concrete mix has set-a base mem-
ber 11 with anchor holts 22 and 23 secured there-
to by nuts 24 and 25, threaded on the upper
screw threaded ends of the bolts, is placed in po-
sition. 'The anchor bolts 22 and 23 ars forced
downwardly into the concrete mix until the nuts
rest upon the upper surface of the bottom plate
26 of the base member, access to the bolts being
had through apertures 33, 34 in the flat portion
of the cover member 27 at the lower énds of the
columns 12 as illustrated -in Fig. 2. After the
anchor bolts have been forced into the concrete
mix and the bottom plate 26 is brought to bear
firmly upon the upper surface of the concrete
mix, the structure is left in this condition un-
til the concrete mix cures or sets, after which
the remaining portions of the marker are as-
sembled with the base if.

It will be noted that the bottom plate 26 of
the base 11 is provided around its edges with up-
standing plates or an upstanding flange as indi-
cated at 28 and that this flange is provided near
its junction with the plate with a plurality of
breather openings 29. - The cover plate 21 forms
8 top wall and is also provided around its edges
with flange portions forming side and end walls,
as indicated at 30, which are outwardly spaced
from the flange portions 28 of bottom plate 26
as indicated at 31 to provide an opening around
the bottom edge of the cover flange which com-
municates through the breather openings 29 with
the interior of the base 11. The bottom plate 28
and cover plate 21 are preferably formed of suit-
able sheet metal of weather-resisting character,
such as aluminum or copper, but may, if desired,
be formed of a suitable ferrous sheet metal paint-
ed or otherwise treated to resist corrosion. Pref-
erably the plates 26 and 27 are secured together
by a weld joint around the upper edge:of the
flange 28 of bottom plate 26, such a joint being
indicated at 32." After the concrete has set suf-

. ficiently the tubular columns 12 are placed on the
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top of the cover plate or top wall 27 over the aper-
tures 33 and 34 and are secured in position on the
cover plate by suitable means, such as the screws
35, blind rivets, welding, ete. These columns 12
carry the table 13 which is also preferably of
hollow metal construction having a bottom plate
36 and a top plate 3T spaced above the bottom
plate and provided with flanged or flared edge
portions, as indicated at 38, which contact the

edges of the bottom plate 36 and are secured j

thereto by a suitable weld joint, as indicated at
39. A suitable inscription is provided on the up-~
per surface of the cover plate 37 by any suitable
or desired means as by stamping the inscription
into the plate, casting the plate in a mold having
the inscription impressed therein, or engraving
or etching the inscription into the surface of the
plate. An inscription provided by raising por-
tions of the upper surface of the plate 37 is in-
dicated at 40.

The upper ends of the columns (2 are secured
to the bottom plate 36 by suitable weld joints 4{
and 42 and apertures 43 and 44 are provided in
the bottom plate 86 of table {3 at the upper ends
of the columns (2. With this arrangement the
interior of the table 13, the interiors of the col-
umns 12 and the interior of the base 11 are all
connected together and connected with the
hreather openings 29 and with the upper end of

the drain pipe 18 so that the atmospheric pres- -

sure within the hollow sfructure will be at all
times equalized with the existing external at-
mospheric pressure and any moisture condensing
in the interior of the structure will flow down-

wardly into the drain pipe and through the drain .

pipe into the material surrounding the bottom of
the drain pipe.

In mild weather some or all of the condensed
moisture may flow out of the structure through
the breather openings 28, but, in the winter time,
particularly when the marker is surrounded by
snow. or ice, the drain pipe (8 is necessary to
carry away any condensate collecting-in the in-
terior of the structure.

The marker shown in perspective in Fig. 1 has
a rectangular base portion 1| and a substantially
rectangular table portion 13 set diagonally of
the base portion. This provides a neat and at-
tractive form for the marker but various other
arrangements may. be used without in any: way
exceeding the scope of the invention. For ex-
ample, if desired, a table 13 in Fig. 1 may be ar-
ranged Wwith its edges parallel to the edges of
base 1.

The entire structure with the exception of the
concrete for the foundation may be prefabricated
at a place of manufacture and assembled with
the forms in a suitable container or carton in
which it may be shipped to the place of use. The
structure, being of relatively thin, through dur-
able metal, is light in weight so that the trans-
portation costs are moderate and the device may
be easily transported by usual means.

The entire structure being formed of a few
simple parts is very economical to manufacture
so that its selling price can be well within the
means of anyone desiring to erect a memorial
such as a grave marker.

As the foundation is firmly located in the earth
and . the structure above the foundation is ex-
tremely light in weight, the structure will main-
tain its installed position without any tendency
to. tilt or fall over, and as it is made of weather-
resisting materials and the. interior is ventilated
and completely. drained, there is no likelihood of
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4
rapid corrosion or deterioration, and thus no defi~
nite maintenance is required.

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that various changes may be made in the inven-
tion without departing from the spirit and scope
thereof and therefore the invention is not limited
by that which is shown in the drawing and de-
scribed in the specification but only as indicated
in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A marker comprising a relatively fiat plate
having an upright rim provided with spaced
pérforations, said plate being apertured for
drainage purpose and for the reception of fasten-
ing elements, a second plate forming a cover for
said first plate and provided with a depending
rim enclosing and spaced from the rim of said
first plate, spaced tubular columns mounted on

said second plate, a third plate mounted on said
columns in spaced relation to the second plate,
said second and third plates being provided with
perforations for the circulation of air through
said columns, and a fourth- plate disposed in
spaced relation to said third plate and connected
adjacent its margin tosaid third plate.

2. A marker having a foundation with a ver-
tical dimension sufficient to. extend into the earth
below the frost line wheén the marker is installed;
a base supported on. said foundation including a
flanged bottom plate having breathing apertures
therein and a cover raember with flanges which
overlie and are spaced from the flangés of the
bottom plate; columns extending upwardly from
said base and removably secured thereto; a table
supported on said columns, the interior of said
table communicating with the interior of said
base through said columus, said table and said
base having apertures therein at the ends of said
ecolumns; and 2 drain pipe extending from the
interior of said base dewnwsgrdly through said
foundaticn. '

3. A memorial:marker comprising a hollow thin
metal base including a flat bottom structure
adapted to be mounted on & foundation; a hollew
thin metal table having an inscription carrying
surface on the upper side thereof; means sup-
porting said table on said base and connecting
the interior of said table with the interior of said
base to drain moisture condensate from said
table; and drainage means extending down-
wardly from the fiat bottom structure and com-
municating with the interior of said base.
WALTER M. OERTLIN.
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