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1. 
My invention relates to an adapter for lamp 

sockets of the type used with tubular discharge 
lamps such as fluorescent lamps, the adapter co 
operating with the lamp sockets to hold the lamp 
firmly in seated position in the sockets under all 
conditions. 
In many fluorescent lighting fixtures now On 

the market the lamp sockets are fixed in position 
and the fluorescent lamp is mounted thereon by 
moving the lamp laterally into engagement with 
the socket contact pins. Usually the sockets are 
provided with grooves or slots to guide and re 
ceive the lamp contact pins and they are spaced 
apart in fixed relationship a distance depending 
upon the length of the lamp. While under nor 
mal conditions sockets so installed provide a sure 
and effective mounting means for the lamp, un 
der certain conditions there is some danger of 
the lamp dropping out of the sockets. This may 
occur when the spacing of the sockets is not fixed 
correctly, particularly when a short lamp is ob 
tained due to manufacturing tolerances. More 

openings are provided to receive the lamp con- . 

over, if the particular lamp fixture is weak struc 
turally, there is some danger of the fixture Sag 
ging causing the lamp sockets to spread apart. 
My invention overcomes the above-mentioned 
difficulties by providing an adapter for standard 
fluorescent lamp sockets in which the sockets 
are not fixed in position but are movable SO 
that they may be maintained in engagement 
with the ends of the lamp to hold the lamp in 
position. To this end, my adapter includes 
spring means which positively biases the socket 
into engagement with the lamp so that there is 
no danger of the lamp falling out of the sockets. 
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It is an object of my invention to provide a new 
and improved lamp socket arrangement include 
ing an adapter which acts to maintain the lamp 
socket firmly in engagement with the ends of a 
tubular discharge lamp, such as a fluorescent 
lamp. 

It is another object of my invention to provide 
an adapter for fluorescent lamp sockets of the 
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type now in commercial use which biases the 
lamp socket into engagement with the lamp at all 
times. 
In the accompanying drawing, Fig. 1 is a view 

showing a tubular lamp supported between two 
lamp sockets, the sockets being provided with 
adapters constructed in accordance with my in 
vention; Fig. 2 is a view showing the manner in 
which the lamp is removed from or inserted in 
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Referring to the drawing, Fig. 1 illustrates a 

tubular discharge lamp f, such as a fluorescent 
lamp, mounted between sockets 2, the sockets in 
turn being carried by a reflecting surface 3 form 
ing part of a lighting fixture or the like. Each 
Socket comprises a housing of molded insulat 
ing material provided with a base portion 4 and 
an extension 5. provided with a recess. Each 
socket is provided with two spaced contact mem 
bers 6 for making an electrical connection with 
the contact pins of the lamp. 
Each contact member comprises an elongated 

strip of flexible material, such as a spring bronze. 
One end of each strip is located in the recess in . 
extension 5 immediately in back of an opening 
formed in the front wall of the extension. The 

tact pins which extend through the openings 
into engagement with the contact members. 
The other end of the strip is bent at an angle 
and is screw-threaded to receive a terminal 
Screw 8 located within the base portion 4. The 
conducting strip 6 is fastened in position on the 
housing in any suitable manner as by a drive 
pin 9. The base of the housing is provided with 
a plurality of grooves ?o for receiving the elec 
trical conductors to be connected to the terminal 
Screws 8. As shown in the sectional view of Fig. 
1, the recess of the extension 5 is closed by means 
of a cover plate formed of insulating material 
Such as sheet fiber. 
According to my invention the lamp socket 

thus far described is carried by an adapter 2 
best shown in the exploded view of Fig. 3. The 
adapter is constructed of sheet metal. It is 
formed with a base portion 3 on which the socket 
rests. Opposite sides of the adapter are formed 
as clamping arms f4 which are so constructed 
as to fit over and rest on the top of the socket 
base 4 to form in effect a channel or guideway. 
The arrangement is such that the socket may 
slide back and forth on the base between the 
arms 4. A spring clip 5 at the back of the 
adapter between the arms f4 engages the lamp 
Socket and is used to push it into engagement 
with the lamp. The adapter is secured to the 
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the sockets when my adapters are used, and Flg. 
3 is an exploded view of the adapter and lamp 
socket. 

Support or lamp fixture 3 by means of a screw 6 
extending through an opening 7 in a tongue 
8 formed in the bottom of the adapter. 
When using the adapters in a lamp operating 

System, the adapters are mounted on the reflect 
ing surface 3 a distance apart depending upon 
the length of the lamp. The distance is deter 
mined so that the spring clips 5 at the backs 
of the adapters are flexed or placed under ten 
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sockets 2 when the latter are inserted What I claim as new and desire to secure by 
sion by the e Letters Patent of the United States, is: 

1. An adapter for a lamp socket comprising a 
in the adapters and the lamp mounted in post 
tion. Once the adapters are located in position, 
it is a simple matter to insert the sockets 2 in 
the adapters in which they are free to slide. As 
shown in Fig. 2, to mount a lamp it is only neces 
sary to insert the lamp contact pins in One 
socket and then move it back in the adapter so 
that the pins clear the edge of the other socket. 

It will be apparent that with my adapter the 
lamp sockets are continuously spring-biased into 
engagement with the lamp ends so that they 
clamp the lamp firmly in position at all times. 
Any variations in lengths of the lamps due to 
manufacturing tolerances are automatically 
compensated for by a slight movement of the 
socket in the adapter. For the same reason, if 
the structure of the lighting fixture Sags, or 
distorts, permitting the sockets to separate, the 
spring action of the adapter will move the sockets 
the slight amount necessary to compensate for 
such distortion. Such would not be the case 
if the lamp sockets were rigidly mounted on the 
refecting surface. My adapter is particularly 
well suited for use in commercial installations 
which are subjected to considerable vibration. 
Under such circumstances, the spring biasing 
action of the adapter. is not impaired and the 
lamp is clamped firmly between the sockets. . 
The socket 2 is an example of only one of 

many types which may be used with my adapter. 
However, the particular configuration of the side 
arms 4 of the adapter will vary depending upon 
the shape of the socket base 4. It is only neces 
sary that the sockets slide freely within the arms 
of the adapter so that they may have a certain 
amount of movement under the action of the 
spring clip f S. My adapter is one which may 
be easily manufactured of sheet metal. It may. 
be installed in existing lighting installations 
simply by removing the socket and installing the 
adapter beneath it. It is not necessary to dis 
turb the wiring to the socket. While each lamp 
socket has been illustrated as being provided 
with an adapter, it should be manifest that in 
some cases only a single adapter need be used 
to support the socket, the other socket being 
fixed to the reflector. 
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channel member adapted to receive and support 
a lamp socket so as to be movable in the channel 
Substantially only along a single axis, said chan 
nel being formed of a base plate having two 
opposed side edges parallel to said axis, parallel 
side walls extending from said edges and flanges 
extending inwardly and toward each other from 
said side walls, and a spring clip extending from 
an end of said channel between the side was 
partially closing said end of said channel, said 
Spring clip being self-tensioned toward the in 
terior of said channel. 

2. In combination with a lamp socket for sup 
porting one end of an elongated tubular lamp, 
said socket having a base portion with a pair 
of opposed parallel sides, an adapter for said 
Socket comprising a channel member adapted 
to receive and support the socket so as to be 
movable in the channel substantially only along 
a single axis, said channel being formed of a 
base plate having two opposed side edges parallel 
to said axis, parallel side walls extending from 
said edges and spaced from each other by sub 
stantially the spacing of the sides of said socket 
base, and flanges extending inwardly toward each 
other from said side walls and adapted to fit 
over a part of Said socket base portion, and a 
Spring clip extending from an end of said plate 
between the side walls and adapted to engage 
the rear face of the socket to move it along the 
channel and thereby to bias it into engagement 
with the end of the lamp. . 
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