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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to formal floral pieces, 
and more particularly to apparatus for use in 
assembling floral units such as leaves or similar 
loose materials upon a suitable form. 
At the present time, the most usual practice 

in the production of the foliage type Wreath, 
CrOSS or other formal floral piece, is to build up 
by means of a wire frane and Sphagnum moss, 
a body of the desired shape, following which the 
floral units are applied thereto by separately pin 
ning the individual units to the body. This pro 
Cedure not only requires considerable time, but 
likewise requires skill in the construction of the 
body and the application of the foliage to the 
body. Furthermore, considerable danger is in 
Wolved as the pins must be forcibly driven into 
the body in order that they may properly hold 
the units and injury often results to the fingers 
which are temporarily holding the units prior to 
the pinning. 
An important object of this invention is to 

provide means whereby fioral units may be con 
veniently assembled upon a preformed base 
which eliminates the possibility of injury to the 
worker and permits the units to be securely 
held upon a foundation which Would obviously be 
unsuitable for pinning. 
A further and more specific object of the in 

vention is the provision of an attachment strip 
which will conveniently grip both the units and 
the base and which, because of its construction, 
may be made to simultaneously grip a plurality 
of individual floral units, thus reducing the nun 
ber of operations necessary to the completion of 
the Wreath. 
These and other objects I attain by the con 

struction shown in the accompanying drawing, 
Wherein for the purpose of illustration I have 
shown a preferred embodiment of my invention 
and Wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a partially completed 
piece constructed in accordance With my in 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary rear elevation of the 
piece, a portion of the backing Strip being broken 
a Way; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one form of the 
attaching strip; 

Fig. 3d is a side elevation thereof; 
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view similar to that of 

Fig. 4, but taken through a completed piece; and 
Fig. 6 shows a modified form of an attaching 

Strip. 
Referring now more particularly to the draw 

(Cl. 41-12) 

ing, the numeral 10 generally designates a mold 
ed base section and 11 a backing strip for use in 
conjunction therewith. The base section is at 
present shown as adapted for the formation of 
a Wreath but may, of course, be made in any Suit 
able design, as for example in the form of a cross. 
This molded base section is trough shaped in 
CrOSS Section with the convex surface outwardly 
disposed for use in giving the molded contour to 
the completed piece. The backing strip is sin 
ply a flat sheet of material having the same 
shape as the base section and closing the mouth 
of the trough. 
The numeral 12 designates the attaching ele 

ment which comprises a ductile strip having an 70 
iIntermediate portion 13 equipped with tangs 14 
On One Surface. The tangs may be either scat 
tered about the surface as illustrated in Figs. 3 
and 3a or may be in the forin of teeth 15 formed 
along the side edges of the strip as indicated in - 
Fig. 6. The end portions of the strip are plain 
for a short distance and the tangs should be 
continuous between Such end portions. 
Employing these elements in the construction 

of a formal floral piece, the floral units F are ap--80 
plied to the convex face of the molded base sec 
tion in the same manner as they are now ap 
plied; that is to say, the units are gripped in 
groups and held against the Surface of the base 
section. The strip 12 is then applied transverse--85 
ly of the base of the group With its tang-equipped 
face against the units, Sufficient pressure being 
brought to bear upon the Strip to cause the tangs 
to bury themselves in and Securely grip the units. 
The end portions of the strip are then folded. 90 
into the channel of the trough and by this opera 
tion the tangs Of those portions of the strip 
Which do not actually overlie the units dig into 
the surface of the molded base section and an 
chor the Strip against movement longitudinally 95 
of the base. - - 

When the assembling of the Units on the base 
Section is completed, the backing strip 11 is ap 
plied and secured in position by use of three or 
four of the strips 12, which are applied with their 100 
teeth in engagement with the Surface of the back 
ing strip and their end portions bent about the 
outer face of the base Section beneath the ap 
plied decorations. This backing strip serves both 
as a finishing medium for the back of the piece, 105 
and as a shield preventing accidental engagement 
with and possible displacement of the clasping 
ends of Strips 12. 

It will be obvious that both the form and the 
attaching strips can be made in a great variety. -llo 

60 

65 



O 

5 

20 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

70 

15 

2 
of types and I, accordingly, do not wish to be 
understood as limiting myself to those particular 
ly illustrated, except as hereinafter claimed. 
I claim: 
1. A floral piece comprising a base, floral 

groupS applied in units to the base, and a single 
fastening element for each group and securing 
the group to the base, said fastening element com 
prising a strip extending across the group and 
having its end portions in clasping engagement 
with the base, Said strip having tangs to pierce 
the Surfaces of the floral units. 

2. A floral piece comprising a base, floral groups 
applied in units to the base, and a Single fasten 
ing element for each group and Securing the 
group to the base, said fastening element compris 
ing a strip extending acroSS the group and hav 
ing its end portions in clasping engagement with 
the base, Said Strip intermediate Said end por 
tions having tangs for engagement with the sur 
faces of the floral units and of the base. 

3. A floral piece comprising a base of thin ma 
terial, floral units applied in groups to one face 
of the base, and a fastening element for each 
group and Securing the group to the base, said 
fastening element comprising a strip extending 
across the group and having its end portions re 
verted about the edges of the base and its inter 

1960,476 
mediate portion provided with tangs to engage 
the Surface of the base and the floral units. 

4. A floral piece comprising a base of thin ma 
terial, floral units applied in groups to one face 
of the base, a fastening element for each group 
and Securing the group to the base, said fastening 
element comprising a strip extending across the 
group and having its end portions reverted about 
the edges of the base and its intermediate por 
tion provided With tangs to engage the Surface of 
the base and the floral units, and a member at 
tached to the opposite face of said base and 
shielding the reverted end portions of said fas 
tening elements. 

5. A floral piece comprising a trough-shaped 
base, floral units applied in groups to the convex 
face of the base, a fastening element for each 
group and securing the group to the base, said 
fastening element comprising a strip extending 
across the group and having its end portion re 
verted into the channel of the trough and its in 
termediate portion provided With gripping ele 
ments to engage the floral units and the convex 
Surface of the base, and a member closing the 
mouth of the trough and shielding the reverted 
end portions of said fastening elements. 

HARRY L., COHEN. 
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