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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, JERMAIN CHANDLER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Rubber Toothbrushes, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in tooth brushes and aims to provide a tooth 
brush which is of simple yet strong and du 
rable construction; which is highly sanitary 
especially in that no pockets or crevices are 
formed in its structure wherein dirt or germ 
breeding accumulations are liable to build 
up; which may be readily cleaned; which is designed and adapted to be operated with 
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facility to the end of thoroughly and effec 
tively cleaning all of the surfaces of the 
teeth without abrading or injuring the same; 
and which massages the gums in such a 
manner as to condition and preserve them 
against disease. 
Other objects and advantages reside in 

certain novel features of the construction, 
arrangement and combination of parts 
which will be hereafter more fully described 
and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part of this 
specification and in which- - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing one 

embodiment of the invention; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view on line 2-2 of Figure 1, 
Figure 3 is a detail view of the handle, and 
Figure 4 is a detail view of the cleaning 

elements. 
Referring to the drawings the numeral 1 

ward end constituted to provide a head or 
brush back 2. The back 2 is formed with a 
slot 3 extending entirely through the back 
and open on each side of the back. At each 
end of the slot 3, tongues 4 are provided, the 
tongues 4 being integral and coplanar with 
the back and extending toward each other 
from the end walls of the slot, as clearly 
shown in Figure 3 of the drawing the 
tongues 4 terminate short of each other, 
there being a substantial space 3 between 
the ends of the tongues, and these tongues 
also are narrower than the slots to leave 
spaces 3 between the sides of the tongues 
and the sides of the slots. 
An elastic cleaning element designated 

designal generally a handle having its for 

generally at 5 is provided and comprises a 
plate like body 6 of generally rectangular 
form which is preferably constituted of rub 
ber or other flexible and elastic material. 
The body 6 comprises similar end portions 
7 and 8 and a longitudinally reduced inter 
mediate portion 9, the intermediate portion 
9 being so reduced by forming notches 10 
and 11 in the body 6. Integral with the 
portions 7 and 8 pointed rubber bristles 12 
and 13 are formed, the portions 7 and 8 
thus constituting bristle backs. 
The cleaning element 5 is assembled 

with the handle 1 as clearly illustrated in 
Figures 1 and 2 and this assembly may be 
effected by slipping the end of the portion 
9 adjacent the notch 10 over the rearwardly 
disposed tongue 4 and then buckling the 
central part of portion 9 to engage the end 
adjacent notch 11 over the forward tongue 
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4. In this way the intermediate portion 
9 constitutes a mounting portion which is 
flexed and slightly tensioned or straddled in 
the assembly to bring the elasticity of the 
body 6 into play to aid the interengagement 
between the cleaning element and the han 
dle. The security of this interengagement 
is enhanced by virtue of the fact that the 
edges of the end portions 7 and 8 contiguous 
with the notches 10 and 11 present shoul 
ders 14 and 15 engageable with the under 
face of the head 2 in the assembly. The 
action of these shoulders and the engagement 
of the mounting portion 9 with the tongues 
4 affords an effective interengagement of 
these parts. This mounting also results in 
the cleaning element taking a V-shaped form 
in the assembly, the bristle backs 7 and 8 
diverging and the bristles 12 and 13 ex 
tending toward each other though angu 
larly related. 
With this brush all surfaces of the teeth 

may be thoroughly cleaned without danger 
of injuring the teeth in any way. The 
backs of the teeth, the surfaces near the gum 
line and in between the teeth, all may be 
easily and effectively cleansed. Along with 
this desirable action the gums may be mas 
saged to condition and preserve them against 
disease. • 

The brush may be readily cleaned and the 
cleaning element readily removed and re 
laced. The open work head on the handle 
acilitates thorough and effective cleaning 
and its open formation tends to prevent ac 
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cumulation which would be liable to build 
up were blind recesses or pockets presented. 

I cairn: 
i. A toothbrush comprising a handle hav 

ing a head at one end formed with a slot extending entirely therethrough, tongues on 
the head projecting into the slot at the op 
posite ends thereof, said tongues being 
spaced from each other and from the side 
walls of the slot, and a cleaning element 
comprising a plate-like body of rubber hav 
ing end portions constituting bristle backs 
and a longitudinally reduced intermediate 
mounting portion extended around the 
tongues, said end portions having shoulders 
engaging the underside of the head, said 
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cleaning element being flexed to V-shaped 
form and slightly stretched whereby its in 
herent resiliency aids in holding it in po 
E. and bristles integral with the bristle 
8CRS 
2. A toothbrush comprising a handle hav. 

ing a head at one end formed with a slot 
extending entirely therethrough, tongues on 
the head projecting into the slot at the op 
posite ends thereof, said tongues being 
spaced from each other and from the side 
walls of the slot, and a cleaning element com 
prising a plate-like body of rubber having 
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end portions constituting bristle backs and 
an intermediate mounting portion extended 
around the tongues said cleaning element 
being, fiexed to W-shaped form and slightly 
stretched whereby its inherent resiliency 
aids in holding it in position, and bristles 
integral with the bristle backs. 

3. A tooth brush comprising a handle hav 
ing a rigid head at one end formed with a 
slot extending entirely therethrough, 
tongues on the head projecting into the 
slot, and an elastic cleaning element having 
a body flexed to give the element a V-shaped 
form, said body having a mounting portion 
accommodated in the open slot and engag 
ing the tongues. 

4. A tooth brush comprising a handle hav 
ing a head and an elastic cleaning element 
flexed to substantially V-shaped form, coop 
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erative sets of bristles on the angularly dis- . 
posed portions of the cleaning element, the 
set of bristles of one angular portion being 
directed toward the set of bristles on the 
other angular portion, and interengaging 
parts on the handle and cleaning element 
for holding the same together, the cleaning 
element being slightly stretched to hold the 
parts together. 

JERMAIN CHANDLER. 
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