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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RUFUs K. MuEFoRD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Key-Guides, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to key guides for 

the key-hole of doors, gates, windows, and 
E. structures which are provided with 
locks. f 

The principal object of this invention re. 
sides in the provision of a device which will 
guide a key to the key-hole if it is applied to 
the face plate of the lock within a reasonable 
radius of the hole, thereby obviating the dif 
ficulty attendant upon inserting a key into 
a lock in the dark. 
A further object of this invention is to 

construct the key-guide with such regard to 
proportion, number and arrangement of 
parts that it may be cheaply manufactured 
and may be readily and conveniently ap 
plied to any lock of standard type. 
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The above and additional objects are ac 
complished by such means as are illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, described in 
the following specification and then more 
particularly pointed out in the claim which 
is appended hereto and forms a part of this 
specification. 
With reference to the drawings, wherein, 

I have illustrated the preferred embodiment 
of my invention as it is reduced to practice, 
and throughout the several views of which, 
similar reference numerals designate corre 
sponding parts. 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the face 
plate of the standard lock illustrating the 
key-guide in assembled position; Fig.2 is 
a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 
is a rear elevation of the guide in disassem 
bled position. 

Proceeding now to the description of the 
E; the numeral 1 designates the face plate of a standard lock provided with the 
customary key-hole 2. The guide member 
consists preferably of a conical shell 3 
formed of metal or other suitable material 
and carries at its apex terminal an inte 
grally formed outwardly extending annular 
securing flange 4, disposed in lateral rela 
tion to the longitudinal axis of the conical 
shell. The member 4 is provided with a 
plurality of perforations as at 5 in which 
are mounted the retaining pins 6. The shell 
is mounted with the opening at the smaller 
end in registration with the key-hole 2. In 
order to permit the insertion of the key 
tongue in the key-hole a segment of the shell 
is cut away as at , this segmental cut-away 
portion being disposed to register with the 
tongue receiving portion of the key-hole. 

hat is claimed is:- 
A key-guide including a conical shell hav 

ing an opening formed at the apex thereof, 
the walls of the shell being provided with a 
radial outwardly flared segmental opening, 
the inner end of which is communicant with 
the said apex opening, an integrally formed 
outwardly extending securing flange dis 
posed at the apex end of the shell and ar 
ranged in lateral relation to the longitudinal 
axis thereof, means for detachably securing 
the said flange to the face plate of a lock, 
said apex opening and segmental opening 
being of substantially the same size and 
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shape and disposed in registration with the 
key-hole of the face plate in the assembled 
position of the guide. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
RUFUS K. MULFORD. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE. M. WeTHERBEE, 
L. F. LoGAN. 
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