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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMEs S. McKEE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Marshall, in the county of Saline and State 
of Missouri, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Pile-Supporters, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to an improvement 

in pile supporters, comprehending specifi 
cally a roll of absorbent cotton adapted to be 
impregnated with a suitable medicament. 
The main object of the present invention 

is the production of a pile supporter made 
up of an appropriately sized strip of ab 
sorbent cotton, impregnated with a medica 
ment for a portion of its length, and rolled 
into solid cylindrical shape for insertion in 
the anal canal. 
The invention will be described in the foll 

lowing specification, reference being had 
particularly to the accompanying drawings, 
in which:- 

Figure 1 is a plan of a strip of absorbent 
cotton from which the pile supporter is 
formed, Fig. 2 is an elevation of the strip 
in rolled form, Fig. 3 is an elevation of the 
completed article. 
In forming the pile supporter I first pro 

vide a strip 1 of absorbent material, such 
as absorbent cotton, and impregnate the 
strip for the greater portion of its length 
With a suitable medicament, dividing the 
strip into a treated portion 2 and a plain 
portion 3. After treatment the strip 1 is 
rolled into a more or less compact form, as 
at 4 Fig. 2, the size of the strip 1 being 
such, of course, as to provide a roll of the 
proper size for use. 
The use of the medicament throughout a 

portion only of the strip will stiffen that 
portion to provide the desired rigidity for 
insertion, the remaining portion 3 of the 
strip serving as a gripping portion for the 
insertion and withdrawal of the Supporter, 
and being free of medicament to avoid un 
desired rigidity. The portion 3 is, there 
fore, entirely flexible to avoid discomfort to 

the wearer and also avoiding the adhesive 
contacts between said projecting portion and 
the skin of the Wearer which would natu 
rally result if the entire strip were medicated. 
As an additional securing means I prefer to 
form diametrically opposing notches 5 in 
the completed roll at the juncture of the 
medicated and non-medicated portions, 
thereby providing for the gripping of the 
mouth of the rectum and preventing acci 
dental displacement of the supporter when 
in place. 
The use of the supporter will be obvious, 

it being understood that the medicament 
imparts sufficient rigidity to the upper por 
tion of the device to provide for its con 
venient introduction into the anal canal be 
yond the outer and inner sphincter muscles. 
The heat of the body dissolves the medica 
ment and directs it to the diseased portion. 
The comparatively soft and yielding char 
acter of the Supporter avoids irritation and 
absolutely prevents protruding or slipping 
of the pile. The use of the notches 5 insures 
the retention of the supporter in place 
against accidental displacement and thereby 
provides an effective support and inciden 
tally a means of medication. 

Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed as new, is:- A pile Supporter comprising a body 
formed of a series of convolute layers dis 
posed in contact, the relatively inner and 
outer surface of each layer having a direct 
application of medicament for a portion of 
its length, the outer surface of the outer 
layer being free of medicament for a por 
tion of its length to form a handle, the outer 
surface of the outer layer at the juncture of 
the medicated and non-medicated portions 
being cut away to provide an annular notch. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JAMES S. McKEE. 

Witnesses: 
MILTON ALISON, 
J. M. DENNY, Jr. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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