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2 Claims.

This invention relates to a form fitting athletic
garment which may be readily converted inward-
1y into a bifurcated form.

An object of this invention is to provide a gar-
ment having an automatically adjustable waist
portion and a vertically adjustable bifurcated
inner garment.

Another object of this invention is to provids
an athletic garment having a bifurcated inner
garment detachably secured thereto and having
an opening all along the inseam leg portions at
the crotch for enabling the wearer to quickly and
conveniently perform the various natural func-
tions of the body without removing the said
trouser from the garment.

Another object of this inventicn is to provide
a convertible athletic garment having a dress
and a bifurcated inner garment, and to provide
vertically positioned fastening elements on both
sides of the dress and on both sides of the inner
garment for securing the inner garment in uni-
tary relation with the dress, the overall length
of the said fastening elements on the dress be-
ing greater than the length of the bifurcated
inner garment to permit vertical adjustment of
the bifurcated inner garment relative to the
dress.

Anocther object of this invention is to provide a
two-member bifurcated inner garment having

open sides permitting ventilation along the sides °

of the garment while maintaining the crotch
portion closed.

With the above and other objects in view, the
invention will be hereinafter more particularly
described, and the combination and arrange-
ment of parts will be shown in the accompany-
ing drawings and pointed out in the claims which
form part of this specification.

Reference will now be had to the drawings,
wherein like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts throughout the several views, in
which:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the convertible
garment,

Figure 2 is a view inside the garment in open
bosition, the bifurcated inner garment being in
attached relation within the garment,

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view, the section
keing taken as on line 3—3 in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a front elevation of the trousers,
on an enlarged scale,

Figure 5 is a front elevation of a modified gar-
ment.

Pigure 6 is g fragmentary cross-sectional view :
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of a front panel of the garment shown in Big-
ure 5.

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view of
the garment at the waist portion.

In the illustrated embodiment of the invention,
the numeral 16 indicates a convertible athletic
gsarment comprising an upper bedy portion i
and a lower skirt portion {2. The skirt portion
i2 flares outwardly from the waistline to the bot-
tom edge I8, The waistline portion 14 has a belt
{5 integrally secured thereto.

The belt 5 is attached to the garment only at
the top and bottom edges and provides a cir-
cumferential passageway {§ between the belt
itself and the garment material. The belt 15
has two front openings {71, 17 to permit entrance
therein for an inner belt {8,

The waistline portion 14 breferably has a sur-

lus of material and the inner beit (8 is made
of elastic and is designed to automatically gather
the surplus material of the garment all around
the waistline to form a form-fitting waistline
while permitting expansion of the waistline dur-
ing athletic exercises.

As shown in Pigure 2, the garment 18 has two
front flaps 19, 19’. . The fap 19 has buttonholes
20 while the flap (%’ has complementary but-
tons 2. The flaps 1§ and {9 provide a separable
front opening 22 in the garmen:t i8 extending
from the neck 22 to the bottom edge 13. The
buttons provide a means for closing the open-
ing 22,

I have provided inwardly extending flaps 25,
25’ at the front and at the rear of the garment
12. The inner flaps are breferably formed by
folding the garment fabric inwardly. The inner
flaps have vertically spaced buttonholes 28, 26,
The inner flaps are directed toward each other
and start substantially at the waistline {4 and
terminate above the bottom edge {3. As shown
in Figure 3, it will be seen that the flaps are of
considerable width and have the fastening ele-
ments at the free ends thereof to permit the
garment members to be secured in spaced apart
relation.

Trousers 27 having vertically spaced buttong
28 at opposite edge portions and complementary
with the buttonholes 26 has been secured to the
garment {8 with its upper edge portion 29 below
the waistline 14.

The trousers 27 is vertically adjustable in the
garment 19 by securing the buttons 28 to the
buttonhcles 26 at different elevations. The
trousers may thus be raised or lowered within
the garment and secured therete with its uppser
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edge at different positions in the vicinity of the
waist. ‘The trousers 21 has an inseam and is
separable along the inseam and consists of front
and rear members 39, 30’ having a detachable
croteh 31 which extends in detachable relation
along the inner sides of the trouser legs 32. The
crotch and leg extensions of the said two-mem-
ber trousers may be joined together by fastener
means 33 to form a unitary trousers.

As best shown in Figure 3, the trouser legs 32,
32, do not extend entirely around the leg open-
ings and only partly enclose the legs of the
wearer. The said trouser legs leave ihe outer
portions of the wearer’s legs uncovered. These
uncovered leg portions are in actual use covered
by the skirt portion of the garment 2.

The open trouser legs 32 are joined by elastic
or otherwise adjustable bands 24 which closely
fit around the thigh of the wearer. The bands

34 serve to maintain the inner sides of the trou- ¢

ser legs 32 in contacting relation with the wear-
er’s legs. It will thus be seen that the trousers
271 form a complete bifurcated inner garment or
“short” which may be secured to or detached

from the skirt portion 12 wherein the said inner »

garment is concealed.

The garment {0 has front panel sections 35,
35’ extending from the lower front portion of
the neck 23 to the bottom edge 13. The front

panel sections may be detachably fastened to-

gether by the buttons 21 which are sewed to one
of the sections and adapted to cooperate in suit-
able buttonholes formed in the other section.
The front panel sechions serve to conceal the
trousers 21.

Figure 5 shows a modified athletic garment 40
having an upper body portion 41 and a lower
skirt portion 42. The upper body portion 81 is
preferably like the upper portion ii shown in
Figures 1 and 2, that is, the garment 40 may have
its waist opening closed by buttons. The skirt
portion 42 has front panel sections £3, 43’ which
do not extend to the middle of the garment so
as to provide an open portion 44 in the front of
the garment. The opening 44 is normally cov-
ered by the trousers 27 which is exposed. It is to
be noted that the garment 49 has a rear space
(not shown) similar to the front space 44.

As best shown in Figure 6, the free ends of the
front panel sections 435, 43’ have buttonhole
strips 45 which may be concealed by outside
pleats 45. The pleats conceal the buttons 28.

The user may adjust the position of the trou-
sers 21 by securing the buttons 28 of the trousers
to buttonholes 47 in the strips 45. The trousers
may thus be raised or lowered within the gar-
ment 49.

For the purpose of protecting the body of the
wearer from exposure when the upper edge of
the trouser 21 is lowered excessively below the
waistling {4, I have provided flaps 48 overhang-
ing from the belt or waist portion at the front
and rear of the garment. The flaps 48 cover the
upper edge portion of the trousers in all adjusted
positions.

It is to lve noted that the user may unbutton
the rear portion or rear member of the trousers
and provide a dropseat for performing the vari-
ous natural functions without opening the cretch
portion. Also that with the construction shown
in Pigure 5, it is not necessary to use & two mera-
per trousers having a detachable crotch.

1t is also to be noted that while I have shown
the use of flaps 48 for covering the opening 4§ be-
tween the upper edge portion 23 of the trousers
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27 and the lower elevation of the walstline 4,
that I may make athletic garments having such
front and back openings and without the said
flaps 48.

As shown in Figure 7, the beit {5 is stitched to
the garment 180 by upper and lower lines of
stitching 59, £0, forming a transverse passageway
16 between the belt 15 and the garment fabric.
The belt {5 has two openings 11, 17 to permit
passage through said passageway i6 for an inner
belt {8 made of elastic material. A transverse
line of stitching (not shown) secures the inner
belt 18 in fixed engagement within the outer belt
15 at the rear of the garment. The user may,
by grasping and pulling the ends of the inner
belt 18 outwardly and suddenly releasing said
ends, cause surplus material in the waist portion
to be gathered into folds 53 for adjusting the
waist porticn of the garment into form-fitting
relation without alteration when buying such
garments in ready made form. A buckle 54
serves to receive the apertured end 55 of the in-
per belt {8 to maintain the adjusted waistline
portion of the garment. It is to be noted that
the inner belt I8 is in practice in substantially
snugly fitting relation in the outer belt 15.

1t is to be noted that while I have shown the
crotch portions of the two trouser members 30,
23’ as secured together by Zipper fastening
means 83, that this form of fastening means may
be taken as representing any suitable means for
performing the same function.

Yhile I have shown in Figure 5, only the front
portion of the trousers 27 exposed at the front
of the garment, it is fo be noted that the rear
portion of the trousers may also be exposed at
the rear of the garment.

By trousers or bifurcated inner garment I
mean what is known in the art as a “short.” In
this disclosure the “short” has open side por-
tions.

Referring to Figure 4, it will be seen that the
side edges and the line of buttons are drawn in
non-vertical position. In actual use, the edge
portions of the crotch are closer together and
the side edges and the line of buttons assume
substantiaily vertical positions in which the but-
tons are adapted to cooperate with the vertically
positioned line of buttonholes in the garment.

1t is also to be noted that when the front and
rear portions of the trousers are removed, front
and rear skirt portions may be substituted in
place of the said trouser portions, so as to convert
the garment into a tunic.

In accordance with the patent statutes I have
described and illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, but it will be understood
that various changes and modifications can be
made therein without departing from the spirit
of the invention as defined by the appended
claims. o

I claim:

1. In a convertible athletic garment having a
front opening, means for closing said opening, an
outer garment, an inner garment composed of
front and rear members bifurcated at the lower
ends, the side edges of said members being spaced
apart, said inner garment having an inseam ex-
tending through the pifurcation forming leg
members and being separable along said inseam,
said leg members having adjustable bands se-
cured to the lower edge portions thereof and
serving to maintain said leg members in contact-
ing relationwith the wearer’s legs, said inner gar-
ment having fastening elements secured to the
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side edges thereof, said outer garment having
complementary fastening elements for securing
said inner garment in unitary relation therewith
to produce a pair of leg enclosures inside said
outer garment, the bottom edge of said outer
garment being in overhanging relation with said
inner garment, the overall length of said fasten-
ing elements on said outer garment being greater
than the length of said inner garment to permit
vertical adjustment of said inner garment rela-
tive to said outer garment.

2. In a convertible garment, an outer garment
member, an inner garment member composed of
front and rear body portions, said inner garment
being bifurcated and forming leg members, the
side edges of said body portions being spaced
apart substantially throughout the length of said
inner garment, said inner garment having an in-
seam extending through said bifuraction, said leg
members having openings at the sides obposite
said inseam, the lower end portions of said leg
members comprising fabric of reduced height ex-
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tending around the outer sides thereof and pro-
viding only partial coverage of the legg of the
wearer at said outer sides, said inner garment
having fastening elements secured to the edges
of said open sides, said outer garment having in-
wardly extending elongated upright flaps formed
by inwardly folding the fabric of said outer gar-
ment, sald flaps starting substantially at the
waist line and terminating above the bottom
edge of said outer garment, said flaps having
complementary fastening elements for securing
said inner garment in unitary relation with said
outer garment, said flaps being of considerable
width and having said fastening elements at the
free ends thereof to permit said garment mem-
bers to be secured in spaced apart relation, the
bottom edge of said outer garment being in over-
hanging relation with said inner garment, said
complementary fastening elements serving to
permit vertical adjustment of said inner garment
relative to said outer garment.
LOUIS MINTZES.




