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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM A. RAGLAND,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Tex-
arkana, in the county of Miller and State of
Arkansas, have invented certain newand use-
ful Improvementsin Land-Indexes; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exaet deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters and figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in indexing-cards to facilitate the indexing of
records in relation to lands.

The nature of the invention will be readily
comprehended, reference being had to the
following specification, deseription of the
details, construction, manner of use, and re-
sulting advantages, and to the accompanying
drawings.

In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is
a representation of an improved card for tak-
ing off county records to form an abstract of
title to lands. Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are abstract-
leaves illustrated on the drawings to explain
the use of card A, Fig. 1, if it is desired to
naake a book from the data compiled on said
card A.

My invention is described as follows:

The object of the invention is to enable
any one to index the records in which land-
titles are recorded by the description of the
lands instead of names.

My claims are to the abstract-slip, Fig. 1,
herewith shown, by which all kinds of de-
seriptions can be taken off the records with-
out the changing off from one form to an-
other, using the same kind of slip for any
record. A copy of the slip or card is here-
withshown, and reference thereto hereinafter
made shall be designated as * Form A.” This
Form A isused as follows: Supposein taking
a deed off the record—say in book A at page
325—the description of this should read as-
follows: ““All of lot 8, in block 9, in Jones
addition to Boston, and also the northeast
quarter of section 14, in township 12, of range
24, west, and also eighty acres in the Bill

Johnson survey, abstract No. 321, certificate
4,352.” 'The Form A niust be marked, as de-
scribed, to cover the entire deseription in
full. For instance, if the conveyance is a
deed, cross the word ““ Deed ” and write under
the word ‘“‘Book” the number or letter on
the book by which it is designated and under
the word ‘““Page” the number of the page on
which the conveyance is recorded. In United
States government land-surveys the number
of the section, township, and range should be
written after the words ‘“Section,” ‘‘Town-
ship,” and ‘‘Range,” as designated, and if
the entire northeast quarter is conveyed cross
off the word ‘‘Northeast;” but if the north-
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east of the northeast only is conveyed cross -

out only the “N. E.” which is over the nu-
meral ““1,” and so on with all other parts of
the sections. If it be a town-lot conveyed,
write the number of the lot after the word
“Lot” and the number of the block after the
words ‘“In bloek” and write below these lat-
ter the name of the town and addition; bub
if it be a survey of State lands by which the
surveys are designated by names, abstract
and certificate numbers, then the description
should be written as follows: The numbers of
the abstract and certificate and name of the
survey and the number of acres in the survey
should be written after these words in the
blanks designated for that purpose on the
form. When one conveyance covers more
than three parcels or two town-lots, I use more
than one card, but putting the same number
of book and page on them—for instance, if
on Book A, page 325, (in which to indicate
the record in which the instrument is record-
ed,) there was fifty tracts of land conveyed I
use as many cards as necessary, but put the
same number of book and page of the record
on each card. Thus it will be seen that the
“Book A, page 325” will be on each card,
locating it in the record the same.

Figs. 2 and 4 do not have ‘“ Abstract No.
321” on them, as they are only intended to
show the regular United States surveys by
sections, and Fig. 4 only intended to show
town-lots in regular surveyed town-plats,
while Fig. 8 is intended to show grants that
are described by metes and bounds, but are
always designated by a number where old
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surveys of that kind were made before the
United States surveyed the lands, as they
were in most cases private surveys.

After all the records in the county have
been taken off on similar slips I sort them
up or classify them, so that all the slips for

"each survey or town-lots will be classed to-
gether, which collection makes an index of |.

itself, which may be put up in book form, if
desired, on the following forms, towit: Fig. 2,
Form Bj; Fig. 3, Form C, and Fig. 4, Form D.

The writing and marks on Forms B, C, and
D show how they must be written on the
books, made for the purpose, containing said
forms. Allthefactsarein Form A. The Forms
B, C, and' D, are minor forms, which when
aggregated contain all that is contained in
Form A and are to be used in making books
to hold the work complete instead of using

the eards or slips knownas ‘‘Form A” for the,

entire work. The object and intention of this
Form A is to prepare an index to the land-
title records in any county or State without
going to any other book.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A written or printed card for taking off
instruments of record affecting the title to
lands, having a column on its left-hand end
divided into spaces by horizontal lines, said
e¢olumn containing the words in order as fol-
lows: “Deed,” “Mort.,” ‘“Court,” “Book,”
and ‘““Page;” and Wmtten in parallel lines on
the upperpart of thecard “Absbract No..

‘¢ Certificate No. v Survey,”
A ,7 ““No. ACTOS. .. ... ;7 below these, a
line as follows: ““Section...... ? «“Township
...... ” <“Rangse......” and below this line,

divided into four spaces by vertical lines,
each space containing the description of a
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quarter -section, with numerals 1,7 ¢2,”
8,7 and ““4,” under “N.E.,” “N.W.,” «§,
W.,” and ““S. E.,” respectively and under
these, the words and spaces ““Lot...... ? “In
block......” and under these a line, sub-

stantially as shown and described and for the

purposes set forth.

2. A number of cards identically the same,
each having a column on its left-hand end
divided into spaces by horizontal lines, said
column containing the words, ‘Deed,”
“Mort.,” ““Court,” *“ Book,” and ‘““Page,” one
below the other in the order named; and in
parallel lines on the upper part of the eolumn
the words and spaces, ‘“ Abstract No..

““Certificate No...... P .. Survey ?
A ” ¢“No. of acres..... 7 ““Section..... ”?
“ Townsh1p ...... 7 ¢“Range...... ” in the or-

der named; and below these lines, divided
into four spaces by vertical lines, said spaces
each containing the description of one of the
four quarter -sections and the quarters of
the quarter-section of surveyed lands, with
the numerals “°1,” ““2,” *3” and ‘‘4,” under
“N.E” “N.W.” ¢S, W.” and “8. E.” re-
spectively; and under these, in one line, the
words and spaces ‘“‘Lot...... ,7 ““In block
...... ? and under this, a line, said cards to
be used in taking off the deseriptions of deeds
in books used by the different counties for
the recording of deeds affecting titles tolands,

which, when properly aggregated, form an

index to theland so abstracted, substantially
as shown and described and for the purposes
set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM A. RAGLAND.

Witnesses: :
Craupe D. HEAD,
J. P. SULLIVAN.
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