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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 205,271, dated March 18, 1884,

Application fled November 20, 1883,

To all whonm it may concern:

Be it known that I, JorN G. MOLE of Ba-
tavia, county of Kfme, and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and nseful Improve-

5 ments in a Flying-Target Trap, of which the
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following is a fuil cle‘w, and exact deserip-
tion, that will enable others to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, folmmrr a part of this
specification.

This invention is an improvement in Let-
ters Patent No. 201,118, granted to me onthe
12th day of March, 1878,

The nature of the invention relates to a re-
ceptacle for holding a glass ball or other ob-
ject in-place to be thrown from the trap as
flying targets; anditconsistsofaflexibleelastic
holder or cup of a semi-globular form, gradu-
ally increasing in thickness from the bottom
upward, and provided near the top with an
exterior annuiar groove, adapting the holder
to engage with an inclosing metallic band or
bracket, whereby the same is retained in re-
lation thereto without other fastening devices.

The target-holder in a device of this char-
acter is a very essential and important feature,
and it has been a very difficult matter to get
a holder that wonld throw glass balls without
fracturing the same, and at the same time
provide a holder that could be readily and
conveniently replaced when worn out.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a target- trap
embodymo my improved feature; Flg 2, a
perspective of the retaining band or bracket;
5 Fig. 3, a vertical central section of the cup-
sha.ped receptacle.

As the trap proper has already been pat-

ented to me, the description in this case will ;

be confined to the improved part.

Referring o the drawings, A represents the
eup or holder which is ordinarily composed
of rubber- molded in the requned form. This

- cup gradually increases in thickness from the

s drawings.
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hottom to the top, as shown in Fig. 3 of the
This form of construetmn leaves

the bottom thin, elastic, and pliable, and
avoids the danger of fracturing the balls, and
the inereased thickness near the top affords
the required stiffness or body for retaining
the same in position relative to the holding
band or bracket B. The cup or holder A is
provided near the top with the annular groove

(No model.}

C, into which sets the band B, the flange or
top @ projecting over the top of the same,
while the under side of the band rests on the
bead ¢, thus rendering it a matter of impos-
sibility for the cup or “holder to become acei-
dentally misplaced or thrown out by the ac-
tion of the trap. In this manner the cup is
detachably secured in position in the holding
band or bracket by its elastic nature and pe-
culiar form of construction, the cup of course
being made a snug fit, so that it will have to
be sprung into position with the fingers.

The trap when sprung flies off with a pow-

erful jerk, so that it is very essential that the
cup or holder be tightly secured, and at the
same time provide for the convenient inser-
tion of a new holder without a moment’s de-
lay.

Heretofore the holders have been secured
by the use of wire and similarmeans; but this
manner often causcd vexatious delays, and se-
riously marred the sport, all of which objec-

35

60

65

70

tions are removed by myimproved manner of 75

constrocting and securing the holder in the
band inclosing the same.

The band or bracket Bis provided with the.

lateral perfecting part b, which is perforated
for the passage of the rivet V', for securing the
same to the flattened end of the spring-arm D.

Fig. 1 shows the trap sef, and when the
same is sprung the spring-arm D strikes and
stops against the under side of the rubber
roller d, and the ball & is discharged from the
holder.

Rubber is prefer ably used in the construe-
tion of theholder; but any other material suit-
able for the purpose may be used.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1s—

1. A target holder or cup of a semi-globu-
lar form composed of rnbber or other material
of an elastic nature, and provided near the
top with an annular exterior groove, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A target holder or eup of an elastie na-
tme, the mc]osmcr walls whereof are thin af
the bottom, and trradual]y increase in thick-
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ness upward, and are provided near the top

with an exterior annular groove, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.
3. The combination, with a target-holding
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cup composed of flexible material, and pro-
vided near the top with an annular groove, of
an encircling band or bracket adapted to en-
gage with said groove, and be retained in place
by means of the flange ¢ and the bead &, formed
on said holder, substantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with a cup-shaped tar-
get-holder of an elastic nature, thin at the bot-
tom and gradually increasing in thickness up-
10 ward, and provided near the top- or edge with

an annular groove, of the encireling-band B,
adapted to fit into said groove, and provided
with the attaching projection b and the spring-
arm D, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

JOHN G. MOLE.

Witnesses:
I. GrIFFIN,
E. S. SMITH.




