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To all whom it may concern: 
- Be it known that I, FRANK C. DoRMIENT, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and 
State of Öhio, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in an Inhaler, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to an inhaler, the 

purpose of the device being to contain a suit 
able medicament by which a person may by 
inhalation treat the mucous membrane of the 
passageways of the throat, nose and other 
head cavities. The treatment of colds and 
other ailments of the parts of the anatomy 
mentioned, by the inhalation of volatile oils, 
is very well recognized as an effective, and 
proper method of treatment and I am aware 
that many devices have been provided for 
this purpose, but most of these devices are 
made of hard rubber or similar materials 
which are more or less expensive and it is 
therefore an object of this invention to pro 
vide an inhaller which is simple of construc 
tion and made of materials which compared 
with other materials of which inhalers are 
made is relatively of low cost, thus enabling 
an effective inhaler to be produced at low 
cost of manufacture. . . . . . . 
The present inhaler while so constructed 

as to be of low cost does not sacrifice any 
essential features necessary for its proper 
function, but on the contrary it is one of 
the objects of the invention to provide an 
inhaler in which the medicament contained 
is held from leakage as well as from dissipa 
tion except when in use and additional regul 
lation of the flow of air is provided. 

Generally speaking the invention may be 
said to comprise the elements and devices 
set forth in the accompanying claims. 
erence should be had to the accompanying 
drawings forming a part of this specification 
in which Fig. 1 is an elevation in Section showing the device of my invention; Fig. 
2 is a vertical elevation with portions in 
section, showing the device in position for 
use; Fig. 3 is a section upon the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. . . . . " . · · 

, ?eferring to the drawings 1 indicates a 
body which at its end is given a conical 

Ref 

the portion 10 occupies the part 7 of the 

shape in Order to facilitate its introduction 
to the mouth or nose of the user. The body 
portion is hollow in part and is open ended. 
The conical shaped head is provided with 
a passageway formed in two parts which 
parts are of different diameters the passage 
Way 2 being of less diameter than of passage 
Way 3. The difference in the diameters of 
the passageways 2 and 3 provides a shoulder 
against which there lies a disk of packing material 4. 
Within the hollow portion of the body and 

Snugly fitting the wall there is a member 5 
Which is in the present instance substantially 
cylindrical in shape. This member 5 is made 
of a material which is absorbent such as 
compacted asbestos or material of stony na 
ture, or any other material of such a nature 
that the medicament with which the member 
5 is impregnated does not tend to become 
rancid. In place of the member 5 being 
made of an absorbent material which is adapted to be impregnated with a medica 
ment, I am substituting a member of similar 
shape and form which is a solid body of the 
medicament itself. - 

For instance menthol may be molded into 
a shape similar to that of the member 5 and 
inserted within the body 1, replacing the 
member 5. When this iš done, the body of 
mentholinay be renewed as fast as a previous 
body becomes dissipated. Where in the 
claims, refer to “a medicament retaining 
means' I wish to include both of the features 
which have been described. 
The lower open end of the body is closed 

by means of a closure member 6 which is 
provided with a central opening which open 
ing is en larged in a conical shape at its out 
-\vard endas indicated at 7, Fig. 2. 
member 6 and into the space within the body 
is a member 8. This member at its outward 
end is provided with a disk 9 which serves 
as a handle or means by which the member 
S may be manipulated. The portion of the 
body 8 which is adjacent the disk 9 is flared 
Outward in a conical shape as indicated at 
10 and when the member 8 is moved to its 
most inward position as indicated in Fig. 1, 

Extending through the opening in the 
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closure member 6, producing a wedging ac 
tion which serves to make a tight fit so as 
to prevealt the entrance of air except when 
the member 8 is more or less withdrawn as 
indicated in Fig. 2. 
The member 8 is provided with one or 

noi?e longitudinally extending passageways 
such as indicated at 11 and it will be ap 
parent when the member 8 is withdrawn to 
such an extent that the end of the passage 
way 11 which is adjacent to handle 9 is 
exposed that the air may enter the passage 
way 11 and pass into the space within the 
body portion which is adjacent the absorbing 
element 5. - - 

The adjustment of the member 8 with respect 
to the body portion controls a quantity of 
air which may pass through the body portion. 
it will be understood that when the mem 
bel S is not in the position shown in Fig. 2, 
the inhaler is in position to be full open 
and the maximum quantity of air may be 
drawn through it. When, however, mem 
ber 8 is pushed into the body portion so that 
the extension 8 and the upper part of the 
member 8 occupy in part the openings 2 and 
3 in the body portion, these passageways are 
stricted and further in accordance with 

the degree in which the passageway 11 is 
open, the quantity of ail passing through the 

In order to limit the outward movement 
of member. 8, a cross pin 12 is provided 
which extends through the meriller S and 
is adapted to engage with the closure mem 
ber 6 when the member 8 is drawn out Wardly. 
One of the ends of the member 8 is pro 

vided with an extension 8 which is of less 
diameter than the member 8. This construc 
tion provides a shoulder such as indicated 
at 89. The size of the portion S is such as 
to snugly fit the opening 2 and likewise the 
size of the member 8 is such as to snugly 
fit the opening 3 and when the member 8 
occupies the position shown in Fig. 1, the 
shoulder 8 presses against the packing 4. 
The construction which has just been de 
scribed very effectively, presents the exit of 
the volatile medicament with which the ab 
sorbent member 5 is impregnated at those 
times when the member 8 is in the position 
shown in Fig. 1 and as before described the 
flaring portion 10 of the member 8 engag 

ring with closure member 6 prevents the en 
trance of air so that the device is air tight 
when the member 8 is in the position shown 
in Fig. 1. 
present inhaler and permits the inhaler to 
be carried in the pocket of the user and fur 
thermore, the medicament is not dissipated 
except at the time when member 8 is with 
drawn for the purpose of using the inhaler. 

In introducing medicainent to the inhaler, 
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the member 8 is withdrawn as indicated in 
Fig. 2 and the proper amount of medica 
ment is introduced through the opening 2. 
The medicament is promptly absorbed by 

the absorbing member 5, leaving no liquid 
within the interior of the receptacle. 
The various elements making up the in 

haller may be constructed of any material 
desired, but it is my purpose to construct 
the body portion 1 as well as the member 8, 
out of wood, or material of similar char 
acter, and to provide the surfaces of the 
wood with what is known as a rubberized 
finish. This finish is an enamel finish re 
sembling hard rubber which is non-absorb 
ing in its nature and will stand, without be 
ing affected, a temperature of 300°. F., thus 
enabling the device to be sterilized which is 
of course a matter of importance in devices 
of this character. . 
The closuremember 6 may be made of any 

desired material, but I have found that cork 
forms a very effective and desirable mate 
rial and due to the fact that it has some re 
silience it enables a very tight fit to be ob 
tained in the body portion, and further en 
ables the flaring part 10 of the member 8 to 
be snugly fitted in the portion 7 of the clo 

80 

85 

90 

Sure member. The closure member 6 is held . . 
within the body portion in any desired man 
e. . . . . . . . 

Obviously variations in the particulars of 
construction of the inhaler which have been 
described may be varied without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 

I claim :- - 
1. An inhaler comprising a body portion 

provided with a head, said head having an 
opening therethrough, which opening is pro 
yided with a shoulder, said body portion be 
ing hollow, a closure element at the end of 
the body portion, said element being pro 
yided with an opening; a member extend 
ing through the opening in the closure ele 
ment and having a close fit therein, said 
member being provided with a portion 
adapted to occupy the opening at the head 
of the body portion and have a close fit 
therewith, said member being provided with 
a shoulder which engages with the shoulder 
of the passageway formed in the head of 
the body portion; a medicament container 
ciated with the aforesaid for permitting pas 
sage ofair to the interior of the body por 
tion. . . . . - . . . . . . . . 

2. An inhaler having a body portion 
- formed of Wood-like material, said body por 

This is an important characteristic of the tion having a head and a passageway ex 
tending through said head, the body being 
hollow in part, a coating of impervious ma 
terial covering the exposed surfaces of the 
body portion, a closure element for said body portion, said closure element having 
an opening therethrough; a member extend. 130 
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ing through the opening of the closure ele 
ment said member being formed of wood 
like material and provided with a coating 
of impervious material the Said member hav 
ing a portion adapted to extend into the 
opening formed in the head of the body por 
tion; a medicament container within the 

body portion, and means controlled by the 
aforesaid member for admitting air to the 
body portion. - O 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my signature. 

FRANK C. DORMENT. 

  


