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To all whom it 77@&;/0(3;@067“72,:

Be it known that I, JOHN FLANIGAN, of the
town of Fort William, in the Province of On-
tario and Dominion of Canada, have invented
a new and Improved Bottle-Stopper, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seriptiomn.

The invention relates to bottle-stoppers of
that type adapted to prevent a package after
having once been sealed being presented
again as an original package.

A further object of the invention is to con-
struct such a stopper in a simple and eco-
nomicmanner, and to provide for the removal
of the stopper without injuring the bottle,
the stopper, while being applicable to any
form of bottle, being so disfigured prior to its

being withdrawn as to prevent its use a sec--

ond time.

The invention -consists. in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims. ‘

Reference is to be hadto the accom panying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a vertical section through the
neck portion of a bottle and through the im-
proved stopper applied thereto. Ifig. 2 is a
similar view, the stopper being shown in a
slightly-modified form; and Fig. 3 is a hori-
zontal section taken substantially on the line
3 3 of Fig. 1.

In ecarrying out the invention the body A
of the bottle and its neck 1B may be of any de-
sired shape, and the stopper comprises a cork
C and a seal D, adapted to be located at the
mouth of the bottle and over the cork. The
cork C may be of the usual material, and is
placed in the bottlein the usual manner, but
at a point below the mouth therecf. The seal
D is preferably made of glass, porcelain, or
a like substance, and is provided at its bot-
tom, preferably at the center, with a recess
10, the cork being reduced in size to fitin the

- recess, and immediately above the recess 10
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a second and smaller recess 11 is produced in
the top central portion of the seal, and the
two recesses are brought sufficiently close to-
gether to provide for a thin partition 12 be-
ing between them. The seal preferably con-

forms in cross-section to the shape in eross-
section of the mouth of the bottle at the in-
side, and is made of slightly less diameter, so
that it fits comparatively loosely in the mouth
of thebottle. In the preferred form of the stop-
per the seal and cork are cemented together
before the stopper is placed in the bottle, and
when the stopper is in position in the neck
of the bottle the upper face of the seal will
be substantially flush with or slightly below
the upper edge of the said bottle. - When the
stopper is to be withdrawn, it isnecessary to
break the partition 12 between the upper and
the under recesses 10 and 11, so that a cork-
screw can be introduced through the opening
thus obtained toreach the cork C.  The cork
and seal are then drawn from the neck of the
bottle in the usual manner, and, since the seal
must be fractured before the cork ecan be
drawn, the seal cannot be again used without
giving evidence of having been tampered
with. :

In Fig. 2 T have illustrated a slightly-modi-
fied form of the stopper, in which the seal is
provided with a groove 13, adapted to receive
a washer 14 of an elastic material such as
rubber, and this washer and groove may ex-
tend entirely around the seal or but partially
around it, ‘

In the modified form of the stopper the
cork C is first introduced into the hottle and
its top is covered with sealing-wax .or a like
cementing material, and the seal is next in-
troduced while the cementing material is still
unset, so that the seal and cork may be con-
nected in a manner to prevent one portion
from leaving the other when the corkserew is
introduced. _

The washer 14 serves to hold the seal suf-
ficiently tight in: the mouth of the bottle to
prevent its dislodgment other than through
the medium of a corkscrew or similar instru-
ment, and, since the top of the seal is flush
with the upper edge of the mouth of the hot-
tle or below the same, no purchase can he ob-
tained on the seal for the purpose of remov-
ing it. ‘

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— »

1. In a bottle-stopper, a seal adapted to be
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placed over a cork and provided with an up-
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per and a lower recess divided by a partition
adapted to be fractured prior to the removal
of the seal from the bottle, as and for the
purpose specified.

2. In bottle-stoppers, a seal constructed of
a hard material, having a smooth outer or
upper face and provided with recesses inthe
top and in the bottom, the recesses being lo-
cated one substantially above the other and
separated by a partition capable of being
readily fractured, as and for the purpose
specified.

3. A bottle-stopper, the same consisting of
a cork, and a glass or porcelain seal adapted
for engagement with the cork and provided
with a recess in its under and in its outer
face, the said recesses being separated by a
readily-fracturable partition, as and for the
purpose specified.

4. A bottle-stopper, the same consisting of
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a cork, and a seal of a harder material at-
tached thereto, the said seal, being adapted
to be fitted in the mouth portion of a bottle,
the said seal being provided with an outer
and an inner recess separated by a readily-
fracturable partition, the cork having a re-
duced section, to enter the inner recess of
the seal, as and for the purpose specified.

5. In bottle-stoppers, a cork, a seal of a
harder material adapted for engagement with
the cork and provided with a washer at its
side and a recess in its top and in its bottom
surface, the recesses being separated by a
readily-fracturable partition, as and for the
purpose specified.

JOHN FLANIGAN.

Witnesses:
HucH FERGUSON,
DUNCAN MCKENZIE.
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